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Symbols 

+- White has a winning advantage 
± White stands clearly better 
;!; White stands slightly better 

Equality 
00 Unclear position 
=F Black stands slightly better 
=+= Black stands clearly better 
-+ Black has a winning advantage 
gg With compensation 
� With counterplay 
D. Intending (threat) 
x Weakness 
# Mate 
!! Brilliant move 

Strong move 
!? Interesting move, deserving attention 
?! Dubious move 

Weak move, mistake 
?? Blunder 
Ch Championship 
'fr Diagram: White to move 
.. Diagram: Black to move 
¢ see or leads to 
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Introduction 

Dear chess lover, 

Please give me an honest answer: have 
you not often come out of the opening 
with a dream position only to see the 
tables turned on you afterwards? - I at 
least have often had that experience. 

Or vice versa: your position after the 
opening was a modest one, but suddenly 
everything went splendidly right for you 
and the game took on a new aspect? 
Actually the question is more of a 
rhetorical one, the answer is obvious. 

Why then do 90% of all chess players 
ascribe their tribulations to poor knowl­
edge of the opening? We must at least 
be honest with ourselves: of course, 
good opening preparation is desirable, 
but it is not the main factor in our 
playing strength. An understanding of 
the middlegame and the endgame is far 
more important and can often enough 
help us to save dubious positions and 
not to spoil the good ones we have. 

It may well appear tempting to aC,quire a 
few books or CDs on openings, to learn 
a few variations by heait and to hope 
that we can overcome an' unsuspecting 
victim right in the opening with the 
theory we have mugged up on. 

Unfortunately, it is only too easy for us to 
fall victim to such an attitude, if it leads 
us to a neglect of the middlegame and 
endgame - and even a completely supe­
rior position as we leave the opening in 
no way guarantees us a win, on the 

contrary: it demands of us an ability to 
play the middlegame and the endgame. 

But, unfortunately, it is not quite so 
simple to acquire such good knowledge 
of the middle- and endgame, since it is 
only recently that appropriate books have 
been gradually coming on the market. 
So that made it all the more interesting 
for me to lay my hands upon the book 
by the well-known Russian trainer FM 
A.Terekhin 'Strategic Methods'l (the 
Russian prototype of the book which 
you have in your hand). Terekhin chose 
a lot of examples and from them worked 
out ideas the knowledge of which can turn 

out to be extremely useful for players of 
practically all levels - from advanced club 
players all the way up to masters. Many 
of his points of view - here I am thinking, 
e.g., of the explanations concerning the 
potential passed pawn - are completely 
new and to the best of my knowledge 
have not yet appeared in chess literature. 

The idea soon occurred to me to trans­
late the book into German' - as usual with 
the able help of my late friend Dieter 
Mohrlok (1M and correspondence chess 
GM). In doing so, I have greatly revised 
the material from the Russian edition. 
Some . not very convincing examples 
have been omitted, but in return I have 
included some new, and hopefully ap­
propriate 'game fragments. 

I Strategic Methods/Techniques, Methods/ 
Techniques of positional play; translating it is 
not so clear-cut, and we spent a long time on 
possible variations of the German resp. later 
on the English title. 
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Techniques of Positional Play 

In addition the reader of the Gennan 
resp. English, edition will fmd signi­
ficantly more analysis and explanations 
than there were in the Russian original. 
Nevertheless the main emphasis in this 
book was not laid on deep analysis, but 
rather on giving you as good as possible 
a feeling for and understanding of the 
ideas and methods which are presented. 
Consequently I have deliberately tried to 
avoid, where possible, complicated and 
confusing analyses. 

Firstly, a little caution: in this book you 
will be confronted with new concepts 
which may at first glance appear strange, 
for example the aforesaid 'potential 
passed pawn' or the 'wave-breaker' or 
the 'pendulum manoeuvre'. These ex­
pressions are inventions of A. Terekhin, 
and we have translated them to the best 
of our ability. Whenever you encounter 
each such technique the concepts will 
then be explained in greater depth. 

The overwhelming number of examples 
comes from the creative work of world 
famous players. But there are also ex­
tracts of games played by less well-known 
people, whose names you may perhaps 
not know. That proves that it is not 
necessary to be a GM or even an 1M to 
demonstrate successful use of a strategic 
idea. And a good thing it is too! 

I must thank Anatoli Terekhin for having 
appreciated my work and making no 
objection to allowing me to stand as his 
co-author for the German and English 
edition. 
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1M Valeri Bronznik 
Stuttgart, August 200S 

Dear reader, 

When Valeri Bronznik showed me the 
inconspicuous little Russian book by 
Terekhin, I was immediately affected in 
a very special way. It is not that no good 
middlegame books had previously ap­
peared - sterling service in this field has 
been done above all by Dvoretsky and 
Watson. No, for some reason there ap­
peared to be specific and not so peculiarly 
complicated artifices with which I had 
never become systematically acquainted, 
but which I had come up against in 
fragmentary and painful fashion in my 
encounters with strong players. 

The idea occurred immediately that the 
book had to be published in Gennan, 
though it was clear that for a publication 
which would come up to Western stan­
dards - and I am not just talking about 
the translation - some fine-tuning was 
still required. Following the proverb 
'Too many cooks spoil the broth' I also 
became involved with the work, chang­
ing the order of the techniques and 
arranging them in individual chapters, 
putting together a chapter with exercises 
drawn from 'superfluclUs'examples, etc. 

The result - a tribute to the German 
penchant for systematising - is that the 
first four chapters are devoted above all 
to the art of pawn play, chap"ters V to X 
on the other hand to piece play. With 
appropriate reservations, of course. 

I wish the readers a whole host of in­
structive moments! 

FM Harald Keilhack, editor 
Schwieberdingen, Nov.200S/July 20 1 3  



Chapter I 

Restricting the enemy pieces 

'If one piece is badly placed, then your whole game is bad '  

The whole of the first chapter is devoted to this adage from the Russian chess school. 
It illustrates different techniques for excluding an opposing piece from the action by 
means of clever pawn play and it presents the subtle consequences of this - which 
sometimes reach far into the endgame. 

Putting the knight in chains 

[\;t�if.��Ii!"i·.·N6r�;;;j 
I. Paralysing the knight with the duo of wing pawns 

We start with the surprisingly frequent motif 
of restricting a knight by the wing pawns: 
!'!:,g3/!'!:,M against a t!tJg6 is the main sub­
ject with various mirror image variations. 
The opponent is frequently faced with a 
choice only between different evils: 
Opposing with his own rook pawn ( ... hS 
or . . . as) creates weaknesses or is not 
really possible. Allowing M-hS or a4-aS 
leaves him at a disadvantage in space, 
and for the rest of its days the knight can 
often never find a good square. 

� 1 . 1  Botvinnik-Boleslavsky 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 94 1  

The last move was 24 ... 'iVd6-c6. 
'Black wants to tie in one of the 
opposing pieces to the protection 
of the Aa4. In that case the devel­
opment of White 5 initiative would 
slow down. But White has at his 
disposal a clear attacking plan: 
drive a way the ItJg6 so as to gain 
access to the e7-square for his rook 
and to the e5- and f4-squares for 
the knight. For that reasop White 
ignores the petty thrtat posed by 
his opponent '  (Botvinnik). 

25.g31 l:tdS 
The continuation 25 . . .  'iYxa4 26.h4 was 
extremely dangerous foJ;' Black, e,g. 26 .•• 

.i:ld6 (or 2 6  .. JHd8 2 7 .hS t!tJf8 28.h6 , 
and according to Botvinnik White's 
attack plays itself) 2 7.h5 t!tJh8 28.t!tJf4±. 

2S.h41 fS 
So as to control the eS-square. 

27.'i¥f5 1 'i¥c8 
2 7  . . .  'iVxa4 was quite bad on account of 
28 .h5 tLili.s 29 .ff4,  e.g. 29 ... ro 
3 0 .tiJe6! 'u'b8 3 1 .'iVg4 t!tJgS 3 2.tiJxgS 
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Techniques oEPositional Play 

fxg5 3 3J:le7 h6 34.�f5+- or 29 .. :iVd7 
3 0.�xd7 1:txd7 3 1 ..lle7 ':'xe7 3 2.l:txe7 
lLlf7 3 3 .lLlxd5+-. 

28.1i'xc8 l:lxc8 29.hS lLlf8 30 . .!::!.e7 
.!:[cd8 

3 0  ... .l:.c4 3 1 .  l:lb 7 l:.xa4 32 . .!::!.ee7+-. 
31 .lLlf4±, 

and White won on move 49 .  

� 1 .2 Tamburini-Botvinnik 
Leipzig (Olympiad) 1 960 

un!latural. The game ended surprisingly 
qUickly. 

24.lLlf411 
of course White's desire to swap off his 
badly posted knight is an easy one to 
fulfil, but ... 

24 ... lLlxf4 2S.�xf4 i.d4+ 0-1 
After 2 6.';i;'h 1 g5 White loses the �f4. 
So there was no longer any need for the 
rook lift to e7 - White had already aban­
doned his position. 

... � 1 . 3 Petrosian-Botvinnik 

Before looking at the further course of 
the game, I should like to draw your 
attention to Black's queen's rook, which 
is ready to pop up on the e-file in a 
Single move - we shall delve more 
deeply into this idea and similar ones 
under � Technique No. 32, 'The rook 
lift.' 

21 ... hSI  
� .. . h5-h4, .. . lLlf6-h5 . 

22.�f1 h4 23.tLi.ge2 lLlhS 
A further gain of space on the kingside-is . 
the threat after . . .  g6-g5, .. .f5-f4, when 
the i.c8 becomes active; in addition the 
�h8 is now no longer blocked and can 
thus exert strong pressure along the long 
diagonal. 
As far as White's position is concerned, 
one can sense a certain lack of harmony 
- the constellation lLle21 �fI looks really 

1 0  

Moscow ( 1  st WCh game) 1 9 63 

... 

White has at his disposal the usual plan 
of the minority attack on the queenside 
(b2-b4-b5). And what about Black's 
counterplay? 

1 2  ... g6 1  
Intending ... h6-h5-h4. 

1 3.1311 
As Botvinnik writes in his notes on this 
game, the only possible reason for this 
move is as preparation for queenside 
castling - the pawn would otherwise be 
left hanging on f2 .  
of course there would be another reason 
for 1 3 .f3 , namely to prepare e3-e4. But 
for the moment that does not look like a 
realistic option and in fact in the future 
course of the game White manages neither 



e3-e4 nor queenside castling, and thus 
f2-f3 turns out just to be a waste of time 
and a weakening of his own position. 
1 3  . .id31? looked much more natural 
and much sounder, though Black would 
also then get considerable counter­
chances on the kingside after 1 3  ... hS 
(intending to follow up with ... hS-M at 
the appropriate moment). 

1 3  ... h51  
� . . . hS-M. 

1 4  . .te2 
After 1 4.0-0-0 h4 1 S.tiJe2 i.fS Black 
has the initiative. 

1 4  ... tiJd7 
Black takes his time about .. . hS-h4, as 
long as White has not decided on where 
to place his king. But 1 5 .0-0?1 would 
immediately be followed by 1 S ... h4, and 
after 1 6.tiJhl 'iVgS 1 7.Wf2 tiJf6 the tiJh 1 
looks like some insignificant bystander, 
who is not allowed to take part in the 
game. On the other hand 1 5 .0-0-0 is 
followed by lS ... 'ilgS 1 6.l:I.d3 tiJf6, and 
the �e3 is under pressure. 

1 5.Wf2 h41 
Now Black should no longer delay this 
move, or else on the next move White 
could bring the J:[h 1 into action. 

1 6.tiJf1 tiJfS 1 7.tiJd2 
Actually the knight is pretty well placed 

Chapter I - Restricting the enemy pieces 

And now, as Botvinnik explains, Black 
could by 

21 ... tiJg51 

immediately bring about a won posi­
tion, e.g. 22.Wgl �3! 23 .gxh3 
ttJxh3 +  24.Whl (24.Wh2 l:I.xe3! 
2S.tiJxe3 'iWf4+ 26.Whl tiJf2+ 2 7.�gl 
�g3+ 28 .Wfl tiJh3 29.i.d 1 'ifg 1 +  
30.We2 tiJf4#) 2 4  . . .  'iVg5 ! 25 .Wh2 
'iVgl + 26.Wxh3 lhe3 (with the deadly 
threats of ... g6-gS or .. J:[e8-e4) 27.<it>xh4 
.l:!8e4+ 1 28.fxe4 (2 8 .Wh3 gS-+) 
28 ... g5+ 29.<it>h5 m,3# or 22.'iVdl 
.ixh3 ! 23 .gxh3 ttJe4+! 24.�g2 'ifgS+ 
2S.Wh2 tiJf2 26.'iYd2 .l:[xe3 2 7.�d 1 
'iYf4+ 28 .<lt>g2 tiJxd 1 29.l:I.axdl �xf3+ 
30.Wg 1 l:I.e2 3 1 .l:I.xe2 l:I.xe2 32.'iYgS 
�f2+ 33.Wh1 l:I.xb2-+. 

on f l, from where it protects the �e3 - � 1 .4 Spraggett-Ehlvest 
but the .l:[hl has to be freed and that costs dennont-Ferrand 1 98 9  

White two extra tempi (tiJf 1 -d2 -fl ) . 
1 7  ... .l:[e7 1 S.l:I. he1 �f5 1 9.h3 

'This move has only one advantage 
- rrom now on White has no need 
to calculate any variations with 
. . .  h4-h3. But its disadvantages are 
obvious: the g3-square is weak­
ened and the option of g2-g4 is no 
longer viable ' (Botvinnik). 

1 9  .. .l:l aeS 20.tiJf1 tiJe6 21 .'ifd2 

1 1  



Techniques of Positional Play 

For now White has an extra pawn, but it 
is Black's move -'- of course, Black can re­
cover the �a3 wh�ii�ver h� feels like it. 

21 ... hS I
" 

But fIrst Ehlvest plays . .. h7 -hS-M to push 
the ttJg3 into a passive position and at the 
same time gains space on the kingside. 

22.f3 h4 23.ttJf1 ttJxb2 24.'iVxb2 
l:txa3 2S.1:a1  .!:!.xa1  2S.l:I.xa1 ..tfSI 

Black has an obvious advantage - the white 
knights cannot rival the activity of the black 
bishop pair, the ttJf 1 is really passive (but 
should remain on this square to protect 
h2), whilst the ttJe4 may well be cen­
tralised but its position is insecure. At the 
same time, thanks to his space advantage 
on the kingside Black (on account of 
. . .  h7 -hS-M!) has good attacking chances. 

27.:a7 
2 7 .ttJfd2 .tb8!  (..0. .. . 'iVc7) 28 .'iVb6 
�g6!+ (..0. .. .fS). 

27 ... bS 
With the threat of 28 . . .  �xh2+. 

2S.'iVa2 J:r dS 29.h3 .bl d 7  
Renewing the threat of . . .  ,th2+. 

30..!::[aS+ Wh7 31 .'li'c2 
Or 3 1 .ttJfd2 cS! 3 2 .dxcS bxcS+, in-
tending . . . 'li' eS with an attack. 

31 ... l:tdSI 32.ttJfd2 .l:[gS+ 
Black has outstanding attacking prospects. 

� 1 .5 Yevseev-Loginov' 
St. Petersburg 1998 

1 2  

What we have here is a well-known 
position from the Modern Benoni 
Defence. 1 3  . .ixh6 would be followed 
by 1 3  .. . tbxe4! and after 1 4.ttJxe4 'li'h4+ 
lS.g3 'iVxh6 1 6 .'iVxh6 ,txh6 1 7 .ttJxd6 
l:d8 Black obtains good compensation 
for the pawn he has sacrifIced. If the fIrst 
player does not want to see play follow 
this course then he has to look round for 
other options. 

1 3.tbg3 
GM Stohl criticises this move, and not 
without good reason - after Black's reply 
the knight can hardly feel comfortable. 
Possible alternatives might be 1 3.liJcl 
..0..te2,  0-0 or 1 3.lbdl..0.tbec3 ,  �e2, 
0-0, ttJf2. 

1 3  ... h5 1 1 4.�e2 h41 
Black drives the knight back and at the 
same time gains space on the kingside. 

1 S.ttJf1 
After this, Black must in any case deal 
with the threat of �gS. 

1 S  ... tbh7 1  
A pitiful knight on fI - it is preventing the 
chance of castling, the �h4 is denying it 
the g3-square, whilst the 'iVd2 and ..te3 
have occupied other desirable squares. For 
that reason, White has. to regroup his 
forces, which of course costs him time. 

1S .�f2 
1 6 .'fic2!? 

1 S  ... tbeS 1 7.ttJe3 ..thS 
..0. . . .  f7-fS . 

. Black has an easy and active game. 

Now let us turn to the 'other' rook pawn, 
the a�pawn. In the next example, White 
does play a2-a4 to defend against his knight 
being pushed back, but nevertheless the 
knight on b3 is a blot on the landscape 
and also the weakening of the b4-square 
has its consequences in the long run. 



� 1 .6 Atkins-Capablanca 
London 1 92 2  

1 4  ... a5 
Perhaps the move order 14 .. . b6 1 ?  
l S .l:ttcl  as  would have been a bit more 
precise, because White could now try 
the variation l S .4JcS I ?  b6 1 6.4Ja4.t. 
ttJc3-bS. 

1 5  . .:tac1 b6! 
Now the ttJb3 is really hemmed in. 

1 6.a4 
This prevents ... as-a4, but weakens the 
b4-square. 

1 6  ... �d7 1 7.ttJc3 
.t.ttJc3-bS. 

1 7  ... ttJa7 1 S.�f1 ttJec6 1 9.We2 
l::r.cS 20 . .te1 Yl. e7 21 .ttJb1 f5 22. 
exf6 .ixf6 23.�c3 ttJb4 24 . .id2 
ttJac6 

On account of the unchanged passive 
position of the ttJb3 (which may-well be 
protecting d4, but is not achieving 
anything else) and the chronic need of 
protection of d4 Black's chances are 
clearly preferable. 

In the following example, after a4-aS 
and . . .  ttJb6-aS-c7 -a6 the knight can no 
longer find a safe perch. Black feels the 
consequences of this right into the 
endgame: 

Chapter I - Restricting the enemy pieces 

� 1 . 7  Reti-Ed. Lasker 
New York,1 924 

1 7.a41 
The plan is naturally I S.aS. 

1 7  ... l::r.edS 
17 ... a5? lS.cS ttJaS I9 . .ic3 �dS 20.'iVdH-. 

1 S.a5 ttJaS 1 9.e5 �g6 20.'iYe2 
ttJc7 

of course this knight felt wretched on 
as , but things are not that much better 
for it on c7 - it does not have a sensible 
square at its disposal. 

21 .i.a3 ttJa6 22JUe1 .ieS 
Black is hoping to get in ... c6-cS and by 
doing so to make the position of his 
knight on a6 look a bit more sensible. But 
White's next move thwarts this intention. 

23 . .td6 !  f5 
23  ... cS? H.cxdS+-. 

24.f4 ·'it' h6 25.Yl.f3 
The ttJa6 remains completely out of the 
game, and even the .ieS is for the 
moment ineffective, and in addition 
Whit�has a major advantage in space. 

. 25 ... g5 
Black tries to become active on the king­
side. But his problem is that, on account 
of sad p�sition of the tUa6, he is, for all 
practical purposes, playing with a knight 
less, which makes itself felt more and 
more with each succeeding exchange. 

26.l::ta2 

1 3  
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26.fxg5 1 ?  'fIxgS 2 7 .'ft'e3±. 
26 . . .  gxf4 27.gxf4 l:[d7 

2 7  .. .  'iYxf4 2 8 .'iVf2. .!:!.d7 29 .�h1 �h8 
3 0  . .!:!.gl with an attack. 

2S.'iYe3 .l:l. g7+ 29.l:lg2 ktxg2+ 30. 
�xg2 �hS 31 . ..txhS 'lWxhS 32.1:[g1 
�f7 33.�h1 l:!. gS 34.l:.xgS �xgS 
3S.cxdS cxdS 36.b41 

In the long run, Black's operations on the 
kingside have led to major simplifications, 
which once more leaves him with a 
hopeless endgame because the tLla6 is 
not only ineffectual, but also in great 
danger on account of the threat of b4-bS . 
In addition, the dark squares in Black's 
camp are hopelessly weak. White simply 
has to watch out for a few tactical tricks. 

36 ... �f7 37.�d3 
37.b5? would be premature on account of 
3 7  . .. 'iVd1 +  3 8 .�g2 tLlc7! 39 .hc7 'fIc2+=. 

37 .. :ifh4 3S.'iVf1 
' 

38 .b5? �e 1  + 3 9 .�g2 tLlM. 
3S .. :iVdS 39:iVh3 �gS 40:iVg3+ 
�f7 41 .'iYgSI 'iVcS 

Or 41 ... 'iYxg5 42.fxgS �g6, and then' 
finally 43 .bS+-. 

42.bS 'iYc1 + 43.�g2 'lWd2+ 
Or43 ... �2+ 44.�g3 'iVxbS (44 .. . 'iYc3+ 
4S.�h4 'iVe 1 +  46 .�hS 'iVe2+ 47 ,�h6 
'iVxh2+ 48 ,'iVhS+ +-) 4S .'iVf6+ +-. 

44.�h3 'iVe3+ 4S.�h4 �e1 + 
46.�hS 'iV e2+ 47.�h6 'iVxh2+ 

1 4  

4S:ifhS+ 'ft'xhS+ 49.�xhS �g7 
SO.bxa6 bxa6 S1 . ..tcS, 

and White won in a few moves. 

� 1 .8 Kasparov-Spassky 
Barcelona 1 9 89  

White is  planning the central break­
through e3 -e4, but first of all measures 
need to be taken against ... ttJb6-c4. 

1 4.b31 g6 1 S.a411 as 
Or else Black would have to reckon with 
the further advance of the a-pawn. But 
now his own a-pawn 'tends to be weak. 

1 6.f3 hS 1 7.gS 'iYd6 1 S.tLl ge2 
tLlgS 1 9.e4 

White has the initiative. 

In the next example a4-aS! only apparent­
ly opens up a prospect for the ttJc7 on bS: 

� 1 .9 Eingorn-Hickl 
Zagreb (Interzonal tournament) 1 98 7  



Black is very cramped, but nevertheless 
he is hoping to get some counterplay by 
means of ... b7-bS. 

20.aSI 
This nails down the � b 7. But it looks as 
if Black can activate his knight with his 
next move, doesn't it? 

20 ... ttJbS 21 .ttJa41 
A lovely idea. White does not exchange 
the knight, but wishes to rob it of its 
freedom of movement by c2-c3. 

21 . . .  gS 
After 21 . . .  ttJd4 22.c3 ttJfS 2 3 .g4 liJh4 
H.Wfl gS 2S . .t!.fel ! (il26.exd6 exd6 
2 7J:txeS+ l:txeS 2S.ttJxd6) 2S . . .  �f8 
2 6.fS+- the poor knight on h4 would 
feel even worse than ever. 

22.g3 gxf4 23.gxf4 'it'h7 
After 23 .. .  ttJd4 H.c3 ttJfS 2S.Wfl too, 
the knight is hardly very effective, but 
this was the lesser evil. 

24.c31 
Black now has absolutely no counter­
play. 
The game did not go on for much 
longer: 

24 ... f611 2S.e6 :g8 26.'it'f2 ttJc7 
27.ttJe3 ttJa8 28.ttJfS l:de8 29.'itrf3 
.tf8 30.c4 

30 ... l:b8 31 J:Id3 'it'g6 32.11g1 + 
�h7 33.lI xg8 'it'xg8 34.Wg4 wh7 
3S.'itr hS 1 -0 
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In the final example it is exceptionally 
the pawn formation a3/b4, which 
keeps the black knight out of the 
action: 

� 1 . 1 0 Rubinstein-Tarrasch 
Berlin 1 928  

What is more important here: the some­
what awkward position of the white 
king or the passive position of the liJa6? 

1 3.lIc1 
Additionally, the rook also takes control 
of the cS- and c7 -squares - that makes 
life even harder for the ttJa6. 

1 3  .. . 0-0 1 4.a31  
Preventing ... ttJb4 . 

1 4  ... l:fd8 1 S.'itr e1 ttJe8 1 6  . .i.e2 
ttJd6 • 

After 1 6  ... hbS 1 7  .�xbS ttJac7 the 
knight would finally get into the game, 
but it would mean that White would get 
the advantage of the bishop pair. How­
�ver, that would perhaps have been the 
lesser evil. 

1 7.ttJac31 
Naturally not 1 7.ttJxd6 �xd6 IS.ttJc3 
liJc7 (or 1 8  . . . .i.cS!?), and the black 
knight can breathe again. 

1 7 ... ttJxbS 1 8.ttJxbS b6 
il ... ttJcS. 

1 9.b41 .te6 20.�f2 

1 5  
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And the white king has found a 
comfortable square, whereas the ttJa6 is 
still languishing in its prison. 

20 .. J:l d7  21 Jlhd1 l:[xd1 22.l:txd1 
\!(fS 23.931 \!( eS 24.f41 

White is practically playing with an extra 
piece, and this will be felt most clearly 

t·.·.r����fitu�·I!�·;#.l 

in the forthcoming hand-to-hand 
struggle. 

24 ... f6 2S.fxeS fxeS 26.i.c1 1 
LU6.i.b2. 

26 ... �cS 
Protects the tba6 .  

27.i.b2 �f6 2S.ttJd6+ <t; e7 29. 
tbc41 

29.tbxc8+?!  ':'xc8 D.3 0 .i.xa6? l:[c2+ =. 
29 ... <t; e6 

29 .. . i.b7 3 0 .i.xeS �xeS 3 1 .tbxeS+-. 
30.tbxeSI ttJc7 

30 . . . i.xe5 3 1 .i.c4+ \!(f6 32.'ud6+ +-. 
31 .i.c4+ We7 32.tbc6+ wfS 33. 
.ixf6 gxf6 34JldS+ tbeS 3S.bS 
.ib7 36.':'d7 ..ixc6 37.bxc6 

And Black resigned. 

II. Other ways of dominating the knight 

As well as the very typical procedure � 2.1 Keres-Unzicker 
with the wing pawns (b3/a4, g3/h4 Hamburg (3rd matchgame) 1 956 

etc ., which we have just seen) there 
are a lot of other possible ways of 
limiting the mobility of an opposing 
knight. 

The selection which follows is some­
what unsystematic, but that should 
help it sharpen the reader's eye in his 
search for the various. ways of dom­
inating an opposing knight. As we will 
see, sometimes the main work falls on 
the pawns, and at other times on the 
pieces. 

Let us begin with two examples which 
are mirror images of the same motif 'the 
iSM restricts the tbb7' or 'the iSg4 
restricts the tbg7' :  

1 6  

1 4.b4 
Keres hems in the opposing knight, and 
in addition he plans to play M-bS when 
appropriate. A further point: the �b4 is 
preventing his opponent from getting 
the central pawn pair dS/cS. 

1 4  .. .l:IeS 



After 1 4  ••• cS IS .bxcS lLlxcs the knight 
would have corne back into the game, 
but the .0,d6 and the dS-square would 
then be very weak: after 1 6.�e3 (in­
tending l:tad l or tiJbS) White would 
dearly be better off. 
The advance 14  ... dS (b. . . .  tiJd6) could be 
well met with 1 S'.b5 !± .  Also 14 ... aS is 
followed by 1 5 . bS with a strong initiative. 

1 5.�e3 �e6 
1 5  . . . c5 1 6 .bxc5 tiJxc5 1 7.l:[ad l ±. 
1 5  . . .  d5 1 6 .b5±.  
1 5 . . .  a5 1 6 . b5 with an initiative for White. 

1 6:iYf3 'iVd7 
Here 16 . . .  dS b. . . .  tLld6 was very interesting. 
The best reply is once more 1 7.M!. The 
resulting variations have many branches 
and are very complicated; consequently 
here is only the main line with a few 
deviations: 1 7  . . .  cS ( 1 7 . . .  cxb5 1 8 .tiJxd5 
with the initiative) l S  • .l:ld3 ! ( 1 8 .l:[dd l  
d4 1 9 .'iVxb7 �a5 20 .�xd4 cxd4 
2 1 .tiJd5 .l:[ab8 22 .tiJe7 + 'ifl>f8 23  .tLlc6 
lhb7 24.tLlxa5 .l:!.xb5 2 5 . tLlb3 �xb3 
26 . axb3 .!:te2 2 7 .l:[xd4 .l:!.xc2=) IS .. .  d4 
1 9. �xb7 �c4 ( 1 9  . . .  �f5 2 0  . .l:!.dd l 'tWc8 
2 1 .�xc8 l:[axc8 22 .tiJd5±) 20.�dl 'ifaS 
2 1 .�xd4 cxd4 n.ttJds hbS 23 .'ifc7 
'iVa3 24. 'iff4 �e2 2S .l:ixd4 l:tcs (25 . . .  
�b2 2 6 .l:re l -td3 2 7 Jk l ±) 26.  ttJe3 , 
and Black does not obtain sufficient 
compensation for the pawn he has lost. 

1 7.tLl e4 
White ' s  centralisation becomes even 
more threatening .  

1 7  ... �f5? 
Black absolutely had to neutralise the 
strong knight and to do so he had to play 
1 7  . . .  �dS l ,  e .g .  IS.c4 �xe4 1 9  . .l:!.xe4 as 
20 . .l:!.xe8+ l:[xe8 2 1 .a3 . Of course White is 
better here too (advantageous pawn struc­
ture, the �e3 is superior to the tLlb7) , but 
Black's position would remain playable . 
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1 8.tiJg3 1  
White sacrifices a pawn, but on the 
other hand almost all his forces are 
storming the opposing king. 

1 8  ... �xc2 
l S  .. . �g6 was no better : 1 9 .M! �xc2 20 .  
l:rc 1 �a4 2 1 .l:!.g4 with a strong attack. 

1 9J:tc1 �a4 

Now both black minor pieces are out of 
play, which powerfully enhances the 
chances of success for White ' s  attack. 

20.tiJh5 1  f5 
Possibly 20 .. ..l::[e6 ! 7  2 1 .'iv.g4 f5 (forced) 
2 2 .'iVxf5 l:!.f8 2 3 .'iYg4± still remained 
the lesser evil . 

21 JU4 l:[ e7 
Other moves were no better : 
2 1  . . .  ID's 2 2 .�d4 g5 (22  . . .  :fl 2 3 .  
-txg7+-) 2 3 .'ilg3+-.  , 
2 1 .  • .'iVe6.22 .tiJxg 7 !  �xg7 2 3.l::txf5+-. 
2 1 .  .• ttJdS 2 2 .1:.xf5 tiJe6 2 3 .l:!.a5 �b5 
24.a4 �d3 2 5 .'iYxc6+-. 

22.:'xf5l:!.f7 23.tiJxg71 l:[xg7 
2 3. . . .  Wxg7 loses immediately: 24.'iVg3+ 
�f8 (24 . . .  WhS 2 5  . .l:[xfl 'iVxfl 26 .�d4+) 
25.�h6+ We7 26 .'iVg5+ �e8 2 7 .'iVg8+ 
and 28 .l:!.e1+. 

24.�h6 'iVe 7 
24 . . .  ID7 25 .1:.g 5 +  'ifl>h8 26 .'iYc3 + +- .  
24 . .  J::te8 2 5 .M l:lfl 2 6J%g5 + �h8 
2 7.'iVc3+ .:reS 2 8 .f4+-.  

25 . .i.xg7 'iYxg7 

1 7  



Techniques oEpositional Play 

Or 2S  . . .  �xg7 26 .'fVc3+! ..t>gS 2 7 .lie l +- .  
26.h41 

In terms of material the position is 
roughly level , but because the black 
minor pieces are still ineffective White' s  
attack quickly breaks through. 

26 ... h6  
2 6  . .  JHs 2 7 J:hfS+ 'iVxfS 2 S .'iVg4+ <iit>hS 
29 .'iVd4+ 'iVg7 3 0 . 'iVxa7+-.  

27 . .!::!.c41 1 -0 

� 2.2 Geller-Mikhalchishin 
Tbilisi (USSR Ch 1 9 7 8 )  

For the moment the t2Jg7 i s  unfavour­
ably placed, but it wants to get back into 
the game via fs . Can the first player 
prevent this? 

1 7.t2Jxc6 i.xc6 1 8.'ilVc4I lUc8 
1 8  ... t2JfS does not change things much 
on account of 1 9 .i.c l  %lfcS' 2 0 .�xc6 
�xc6 2 1 .'ilVxc6 .!::!.xc6 2 2 .g4, and

. 
the 

poor soul has to go back to g7 - 2 2  . . .  
t2Jg7 (22  . . .  t2Jh4 23 .%ld7 ':'eS H.l:[xe7 
%lxe7 2 S .�gS+-) 2 3 .l:!.d7 . We shall also 
soon see a similar position in the game: 

1 9.'iVxc6 �xc6 20.�xc6 l:[xc6 
21 .l::r d7  l:[e8 22.g41 

And the ttJg7 also continues to remain 
out of things , while at the same time 
there is the very strong threat of t2Je4-
f6+.  

I S  

22 ... hS 23.h3 hxg4 24.hxg4 b5 
2S.axbS axbS 26.t2Je41 .!::!.xc2 
27.t2Jf6+ i.xf6 28.exf6 .l:[xb2 
29.fxg7 fS 30.':f3 fxg4 31 .1:I.f4 
lic8 32.�cSI 1 -0 

In the following example a pawn on c4 
makes life very difficult for the knight : 

� 2.3 Uhlmann-WI. Schmidt 
Polanica Zdro; 1 9 67  

White is  a pawn down, but he is  in 
. eontrol of the only open file ,  whilst for 
. the present Black' s  l:[aS and t2Ja7 are out 
of the game. 
Black, however, is planning to bring the 
knight back into play by means of 
... ttJbS - in that case he would clearly 
improve his chances. Unfortunately this 
freeing move cannot be prevented by 
23 .a4, because then the �b3 falls. 



23.'iVg4! 
A remarkable idea. With this offer to ex­
change queens (since the 'iVe6 is Black's  
only active piece) White forces his 
opponent to look to the �eS and thus 
leaves him no time to activate his knight. 

23 ... f5 
After 23  . . .  'iVxg4 24.hxg4 Black is in 
great difficulties , e .g. 24 . . .  f6 (H . .. t2JbS 
25 .1:td7 +-) 25 • .l:r.d7 (25  .a4! ?) 25 . . .  �bS 
26.f41  (26 .a4 ! ?) 26  . . .  exf4 2 7.exf4 t2Jcs 
(b . . . t2Jb6 ,  2 7  . . .  ttJbS 2 8 . gS+-) 2S .�d4! 
b5 (28  . . .  b6 29 . gS+-) 29  • .l::!.dS+ (29 .gS  
ttJb6) 29 . . .  'oitf7 30.f5 'oite7 3 1 .WtS 
�d6 (3 1 . . J:la8 3 2 .�cS++-) 32.J:rgS+-. 

24.'iVc4! 
Uhlmann continues with his idea - he 
continues to refuse the opposing knight 
the time to get back into the game. 

24 ... 'iVxc4 
What else? 24 ... Wf7 is followed by 2 5 .  
l:Id7 + 'iti>f6 2 6.�h4+ , whilst 2 4  . .  J:teS 
loses to 2 S .'iVxe6+ :'xe6 2 6 .J:rd7 . 

25.bxc4 
This means that a white pawn has pop­
ped up on c4, depriving the t2Ja7 of the 
bS-square. Also the �eS is still hanging. 

25 .. . 1:[fS 
Black decides to give up the �eS but in re­
turn to post his rook on the seventh rank. 
An alternative would be 25 . .  J:teS ,  but 
then too it would have been hard for 
Black to save the game after 2 6 .1:[d7 t2Jc8 . 

2 7 . cS !  (2 7 Jhb7 ?  t2Jd6) 27 . . .  b6 2 8  . .!::!.�7 
bxcS 29 . .!:!.xc6 t2Je7 3 0Jha6.  

2S . .txe5± :f7 27.c5 t2J cS 
Or 2 7  . . .  ttJb5 2 8 .:d8+ (28 .a4 l:le7 ! )  
28  . . .  1:[f8 29 J�d3 :'£7 3 0.g4 fxg4 3 1 .hxg4 
.!:I.e7 3 2 .f4± . 

2S.f4 
bg2-g4. 

2S ... bS? 
A tactical oversight in a difficult situation. 
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29.'udS+ .!:tfS 30.1:[xcS! 1 -0 
After 3 0  . .  Jhc8 3 1 . cxb6 Black would 
have to give up his rook for the b-pawn. 

In similar fashion to the previous example, 
Black here transplants a pawn on to cS : 

� 2.4 Chandler-Adams 
Hastings 1 989/90  

White possesses a minimal advantage here, 
but in return his pawns on the queen­
side are susceptible and the pieces badly 
coordinated. The position of the t2Jh4 is 
particularly unfavourable, but White is 
planning to transfer it to d4, where it 
would not only have an active post but 
also neutralise the effect of the l:[d8 . 
Can Black thwart this intention? 

1 3  ... bSI 1 4.t2Jf3 �c5!? 
An alternative was to win back the pawn 
with 1 4  . . .  liJa5, but then White could ac­
tually post his knight on d4: 1 5. tiJd4 ( I S .  
·0d2 ? would fail to I S� . .  i.a3+ 1 6 .�d l 
Ab2) I S  . . .  �xc4 1 6 .�c2 with equality. 

1 5.�xc5 
After 1 5 . �e2 �xe3 1 6 . fxe3 l:the8 1 7 . 
t2Jd4 ttJeS Black would be slightly better . 

1 5  ... bxc5 
The d4-square is denied to the white 
knight, and Black retains good compen­
sation for his missing pawn. 

1 9  
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The following struggle demonstrates the 
long-term consequences of not managing 
to bring a knight back into the game : 

� 2.S Kotov-Taimanov 
Zurich (Candidates' tournament) 1953 

The ttJaS is out of the game. So Kotov 
plans operations on the kingside - in 

that case Black will feel the absence of 
his knight the most keenly. 

1 5J:tae1 
So that the rooks remain linked after �c 1 .  

1 5  ... l:aeB 1 6.�c1 l:i.xe1 1 7.l:. xe1 
l:[eB 1 BJbeB+ �xe8 1 9.ttJh4 

White' s  initiative is very dangerous even 
without rooks - the threat is ttJfS and 
then ttJe4 (or vice versa) , and after the 
exchange of knights on e4 or f6 the 
white queen heads for g4 or hS . 

1 9  ... a6 
Taimanov hopes that by opening the a-file 
he will get counterplay. But as Bro�stein 
wrote in his tournament book, this idea 
is not very effective because there are no . 
targets to attack on the white queenside.  
However, after 1 9  . • •  'iVc7 (� . . . b6 ,  . . .  ttJaS ­
b7 -d8-e6) too, Black's life would have 
been anything but simple - 20.ttJe4 ttJxe4 
2 1 .i.xe4 b6 2 2 .'iVe2 , and the white 
attack develops very rapidly, whereas the 
ttJaS still cannot get back into the game 
(22 . . .ttJb7 ? ?  2 3 .�xb7 +-) . 

20  

20.a4 'f!Ia7  21 .ttJf5 �fB 22.ttJe4 
ttJxe4 23.�xe4 b6 24.'iVd1 1 axb5 
25.axb5 �d7 26.'f!I h5 

Now Black also has to reckon with a 
sacrifice on h6 .  The white attack is very 
dangerous and the poor ttJaS is still on 
the other edge of the world. 

26 ... �e6 27.i.f4 

27 ... ttJb3 
So as to finally activate the knight via 28  . . .  
'iVa l +  2 9 .Wg2 'iVe l and then . . .  ttJd2 . 
After 27  . . .  tLlb7 Bronstein's variation 28 .  
tiJxh6+ gxh6 29 .�xh6 i.xh6 3D.�xh6 
ttJd6 3 1 .�h7 + �h8 3 2  . .ifS + Wg8 
3 3 .'iVh7 + Wf8 H.i.xe6 'iVa l +  3 S .'J;}g2 
fXe6 3 6 .'iVc7 'iVa8+ 3 7 .Wh3 does not seem 
very clear to me after 3 7  . . .  ttJf7 3 8 .'tlYxb6 
'iVa3; but 28.�eS! is stronger (threatening 
29.'iVg4 g6 30 .'iVh4 and then 'iVf6+-) , e .g. 
28 ... 'iVa2 29. 'iVf3! 'iVd2 30 .ttJxh6+ 'iVxh6 
3 1 .�xb7 with a sound extra pawn. 

2B.'tlY d 1  
Kotov frustrates his opponent' s  plan 

. with 'iVa I + . etc. and for his part Wants to 
further cramp Black's position on the 
kingside by means of h4-hS . The pro­
phylactic 28 .  Wg2 was an alternative. 

2 8 .. :iVa2 
28 .. .'ifal  was bad on account of 29 .'iVxa l 
ttJxa l 3D,i.c7 ,  but now the black queen 
is too far away from its king, The retreat 
of the knight was the lesser evil- 28 ... ttJas. 



29.h4 ttJa1 30.hS tLlc2 31 . .teS 
'fI b2 32 . .tc7 ttJa3 

It keeps wandering about. 
33.�g4 
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ttJe7 S3.�d7 !  ttJgB S4.cS rtr e7 
SS.<.t dS ttJfS+ SS.rtr eS 1 -0 

White' s  attack is becoming stronger with � 2 .7  T. Dawson (Study) 
every move, and moreover the �b6 is con- '28 Rijen' 1 925 

demned to death. With his forces scattered 
over the board Black cannot save the game. 

33 .. :iVc1 + 34.'itg2 ttJb1 
34 . . .  �gS 3 S .'iVxgS hxgS 3 6 .�xb6+- . 

3S.�f4 ttJd2 3S.'iVe2 1 -0 
Preparing an end to the knight's sufferings. 

We shall finish with three cases in which 
the knight is dominated mainly by pieces : 

� 2.6 Harikrishna-Carlsen 
Lausanne 2005 

Black could still offer some resistance 
with 45 .•. f6 1 .  However : 

4S ... 'it>fS? 4S.�fSI 
After this the knight is dominated, e .g .  
46 . . .  4Je7 47 .�d7 ! with zugzwang. 

' 

4S ... 4Ja7 47.�d7 !  
Once more with zugzwang. After 
47 ... rJite7 there is no need for the bishop 
to retreat : 48 .gS ! hxgS 49 .<.txgS+- .  

47  ... ttJbS 
It breaks out of prison but in doing so, it 
surrenders the queenside pawns. 

4B . .txcS ttJxd4 49.�xdS ttJbS SO . 
.tc4 ttJd4 S1 .<.t e4 ttJcS S2.�bS 

In order not to let the knight back into the 
game, the white bishop has to appear on 
b4 for the moment. ImpOSSible? 

1 .f7 1 'it>g7 2.�e7 rtr xf7 3 . .tb41 
rtrfS 4.'it>f2 'it>eS S.rtre3 rtrdS 
S.rtr d3 rtr cs 7.!iiic2 rtr bS B . .ifB+-

� 2.8 Tal-Vogt 
Riga 1 9 8 1  

3S.i.dBI  
Now the

'
ttJa8 does not have a single move. 

3S ... ttJeS 3S.ttJcS l::[e3 37.ttJxeS 
':xeS 3B.':xeS fxeS 39.'it>f2 'it>f7 
40.rtr e3 <.t eB 41 . .taS rtrd7 42.cit d4 

1 -0 
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Restricting the bishop 

fiil�iti;JqaiYNq�t��i 
� . "  ;,. " - ... : . - .. -..... :.". . ,�: .. :� :,-,�,: ", - : 

I. The pawn barrier 8f3/e4 or 8f6/e5 

This technique is on the threshold 
between restricting the bishop and the 
knight : the pawn duo t!,f31 e4 can not 
only tame the queen' s  bishop (e .g .  on 
b7) , but it can also frequently tame a 
knight (e.g .  on f6 or b6) . 

As this chapter progresses, we shall study 
similar related techniques for restricting 
the efficacy of opposing bishops .  Two 
special cases - the barrier t!,e4/f3 and 
the 'bishop cage' (see the first diagram 
for Technique No. 4) - will be followed 
by the more general Technique No. 5, in 
which a pawn phalanx confines the op­
posing bishop to a specific corner of the 
board or eliminates it from the struggle. 
Finally, in Technique No. 6 we shall shed 
some light on Capablanca' s  rule , which 
is based on the fact that both one ' s  own 
pawns and those of the opponent are 
capable of impeding a bishop - for more, 
see how he does so himself. 

� 3 . 1  Capablanca-Vidmar 
New York 1 92 7  

22  

23.f31 
Even if the t!,e4 had been sufficiently well 
protected, White would probably have 
made this move which tames the �b7 .  

23 .. JUdS?1 
According to Alekhine Black would have 
done better here to play 23 .. . ltJd7 !  (to 
deny to the opposing bishop the b6-
square) 24.i.e3 .l:fc8 ! (cf. Technique 
No. 31) 2S .lIac l �f8 .  

24.�e3 h6 
24 . . .  ltJd7 2S J:ted l �f8 2 6Jhc l or 2 5  . . .  
.!:lac8 2 6 .l':!.d2 would now b e  problem­
atic. 

25Jled1 .te6 26 . .!lae1 �eS 
This bishop cannot find an appropriate 
square and wanders about as though in a 
cage. 26 ... i.d7? would have been pretty 
bad on account of 2 7 .i.b6 l:[eB 2 8 .l:k s .  

27.Wf2 lixd1  2S.lIxd1  .!:leS 29. 
g41 

White also hassles his opponent on the 
kingside too.  It was still too soon for 
29.i.b6: 29  . . .  ttJd7 ! 30 . .txaS ttJcS with 
counterplay. 



29 ... �d7? 
The decisive mistake. Vidmar is of course 
not happy with the position of his bishop, 
and so he intends the manoeuvre . . .  i.d7-
e6 ,  but he under-estimates his oppo­
nent' s reply. 

30.�b6 i.e6 31 .�xe6 fxe6 
Now 3 2 .�xa5 is followed by the simple 
3 2 . . .l:[c2+ and then . . .lhb2 ,  whereas 
after 32 . .l:r.d2 Black has 3 2 . . .lk4 3 3 .  
i.xa5 b3 . 
In these cases too, Black would be 
losing because his knight would be 
clearly inferior to the opposing bis­
hop , but Capablanca finds a simpler 
solution. 

32.l:.d8+1 
Vidmar probably overlooked this move. 
Now the rooks are exchanged, after 
which White helps himself to the �a5 
without more ado. 

32 ... ,U,xd8 33.�xd8 tDd7 34.�xaS 
tDeS 3S.b3 tDxb3 36 . .txb4 lZld4 
37.aS 1 -0 

� 3.2 Flohr-Makogonov 
Baku ( 1 st match game) 1 942 

20 ... eSI 21 .tDdf3 
2 1 .tDf5 ?  fails to 2 1 . . .'fIe4! . 

21  ... tDe4 1  22.tDd3 f6 1 23.tDxeS 
tDdxeS 
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The f6/e5 barrier deprives both oppos­
ing minor pieces of important squares .  

24.'ti' b1 aSI 2S.�a3 b41 

The bishop is not allowed to exchange 
itself for a black piece, and its radius of 
action gets smaller and smaller. 

26 . .tb2 'ti'b6 27 JU1 Ilfe8 28.l:[c4 
tDd6 29 . .l:[e2 lZlee4 30.l::txe7 l:[xe7 
31 :iYd3 'fibS 32.'fId1  l::teS 33.a3 
,U,dS=F 

� 3 . 3  Gligoric-Smyslov 
BledlZagreb/Belgrade 

(Candidates' tournament) 1 959  

24 ... f6 1 
Smyslov"is planning . . .  e6-e5 , after which 
the opposing bishop would be very 
passive and in addition the tDb3 would 
be deprived of the d4-square .  

2S.g4 
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The attempt to exchange this bishop 
with 2S .�d4, before it irrevocably turns 
into a bad piece, fails to 2S . . .  eS I 
2 6.�xb6 .l:[xd 1 +  2 7 .1:[xd l axb6=F,  after 
which the �a3 causes White some 
concern and the ttJb3 would be palpably 
cramped. 
After 2S .�f1 J:.acS too , White ' s  position 
would hardly be an enviable one, e .g .  
26.ltxdS+ (26 .l'!ac 1 'u'xd 1 +  2 7Jbdl  
'u'c2-+) 26  ••• lhdS 2 7 .�e2 (2 7 Jlc 1 
l:[d3 ! ) , and then - exactly as in the game 
- 2 7  . . .  tiJxf2 ! 2 8 .�xf2 l::td3 -+ .  

2S ... eSI 
The pawn barrier f6/e5 tames both of 
White ' s  minor pieces. 

26.�f1 .:r acS 27.l:r.xdS+ l:[xdS 
This threatens 28 . . .  l:td3 . 

2S.�e2?1 
This move, with which Gligoric wanted 
to protect the d3 -square, runs up against 
a tactical refutation. 
Still, the white position was in any case 
bad enough. 

2S ... ttJxf21 29.�xf2 l:td31 30.ttJcS 
..ixcS 31 .bxcS 'u'd2+ 

With the white rook on e 1 Black could 
not have afforded this combination on 
account of 3 2 .:e2 . 

32.�f3l:[xb2-+ 
Smyslov won this rook endgame after 
another 1 8  moves. 
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� 3.4 Petrosian-Spassky 
Moscow ( 1  Oth WCh game) 1 969 

1 S.e4 
Not only in order to develop the bishop 
to e3 , but also to render the �b7 and 
the ttJf6 passive . 

1 S  ... J:.fdS 1 6.�e1 1 'ilcS+?1 
Smyslov's  suggestion of 1 6  . . .  ttJfd7 b. 
. . .  ttJc5 looks more sensible, so as to 
activate the ttJf6 at once . 

1 7.�f2 'ile7 
After 1 7  • . •  'iW xf'2 + 1 8. �xf2 ttJd3 + 
1 9 .�xd3 ':xd3 20 .�e3 or 1 7  • • •  ttJd3 
1 8 .�xd3 l::txd3 1 9 .�xc5 bxc5 2 0  . .tg5 
(Bondarevsky) White would obviously 
be better in view of the opposing 
weakness on a7 .  It is very significant that 
the efficacy of the i.b7 and the tiJf6 
remains limited by the barrier f3 +e4. 
Nor does the passive text move solve 
Black's  problems either. 

1 S.1:[a31  ttJeS 
Spassky senses that this knight is not well 

. employed and transfers it to d6 ,  from 
where , according to the state of matters, 
it can either support . . .f7 -f5 or go to c8 
(to protect a7)  or to c4. 
The manoeuvre . . .  ttJd7 -c5 was unfavour­
able here: IS ••• liJfd7 1 9 .i.e3 ttJc5 2 0 .  
1:[fa 1 ttJcd3 2 1 ..ixd3 tiJxd3 2 2 .  � e 2 ,  
and White wins the �a7 . 

1 9.�f41 



Slightly anticipating the pendulum 
manoeuvre (¢ Technique No. 3 6)! 
Actually the bishop belongs on e3 ,  but 
first the tLleS is driven away from its 
active central position. 

1 9  ... tLlg6 
1 9 . . . tLld3 2 0  . .txd3 l:[xd3 2 1  JHa 1 ±.  

20.i.e3 tLld6 21 . .I:[fa1 tLlcS 22 . .if1 1 

Chapter I - Restricting the enemy pieces 

is dealt with in niggardly fashion in the 
literature devoted to the middle game -
and yet from the strategic point of view it 
is in no way as 'boring '  as it may appear 
at first glance! 
We continue with a few examples of the 
f6/ eS -barrier in other structures : 

� 3 .5 Blumenfeld-Alekhine 
.... Moscow (2nd match game) 1 90 8  

The tLlc3 is also not in  its best possible 
position, so Petrosian plans the ma­
noeuvre tLlc3 -e2-d4. 

22 ... fS?1 
Black forces the exchange of the �e4, 
but the remaining �f3 will still palpably 
limit the range of the �b7 .  But in return 
the position is opened up, which is for the 
white bishop pair a cause for rejoicing. 

23.exfS exfS 24.1:%. a4 l':t eS 2S.�d2 
Petrosian now has a very great, probably 
decisive, advantage. Things continued: 

2S .. :iVcS 26.'fIxcS bxcS ' 27.l:[c4 
l:[eS 2S.tLla4 a6 

2 8  . . .  tLlb6 2 9J:lxcS + - .  
29.tLlxcSI+- axbS 30.tLlxb71 l:txa1 
31 . .l:txcS+ �f7 32.tLldS+ rJ;; e7 
33.tLlc6+ �d7 34.tLlxeS+ �xcS 
3S.tLlxg6 hxg6 36.�c3 1 -0 

The examples considered so far all had 
the sort of position which has a 
symmetrical distribution of pawns and 
open c- and d-Hles .  This type of position 

1 3  ... f6 
Alekhine decides to restrict the opposing 
bishop , though in doing so he also hems 
in his own i.e7 . 
An alternative would be 1 3  . . .  exd41?  
1 4 .�xd4 (or 1 4.tLlxd4 tLleS) 14  . . .  tLlcS 
with possibilities for both sides . 

1 4.tLlh4 
1 4. ttJe3 1 ?  tLlf8 1 5 . c4 tLle6 with chances 
for both sides. 

1 4  ... tLlfS 1 S.tLle3 tLle6 1 6.dxeS? 
A positional mistake. It does not improve 
the �b2 (the �eS which has wandered 
ipto the box is· immediately replaced by 
the �d6) , whereas its counterpart on e7  
now gets some freedom. In addition, 
this exchange costs White his advantage 
in space� The correct way was 1 6 .tLlhfS 
tLlf4 1 7 .l::re 1  with approximate equality. 

1 6  ... dxeS 1 7.tLlhfS �b41 
This provokes c2-c3 , so as to weaken the 
d3-square and leave the �b2 totally passive. 
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1 S.c3 
1 8.g3 tbgS+. 
1 8.0 tbf4 1 9 .1::[£'2 Lfs 20.exfs (20.tbxfS 
�cS 2 1 .tbe3 'iVb6 2 2.aS �xe3 23 .axb6 
tbe2+ 24.'oitfl tbxc 1 -+) 20  . . .  �c5+. 

1 S  ... tbf4 1 9.1:l d2 �xfS 20.tlJxfS 
i.cS 21 .b4 i.fS 22.l:xdS 

22. �c2 l:txd2 2 3 .'iYxd2 Ud8+ ..6. . . .  'iVd7 . 
22 ... l:[xdS 23.'iVc2 'iVd7 24.1:1f1 ?1 
'iVd3+ 

Black won after 3 3  moves. 

� 3 .6 Lisitsin-Botvinnik 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 944 

1 .tbf3 dS 2.b3 cS 3.iL. b2 
This natural move allows Black to set up 
the barrier f6-eS against White's queen's 
bishop. The alternative is 3.e3, and if 
3 . . .  f6 ? ! ,  then 4.d4, thus looks better. 

3 ... f61 4.e3 e5 S.�bS+ · tbc6 6.0-0 
iL.d6=i= 

Thanks to his superior centre and the 
relative inefficacy of the �b2 Black has . 
achieved more than equality. 

� 3 .7  Rashkovsky-Mikhalchishin 
Moscow 1 98 1  

1 .tbf3 tbf6 2.c4 g6 3.tbc3 dS 
4.cxdS tbxdS S.e4 tbxc3 6.dxc3 
'iVxd1 + 7.wxd1 

2 6  

This opening variation is only harmless 
if Black reacts appropriately. 
In the game Andersson-Tempone, Buenos 
Aires 1 9 7 9 ,  Black was outplayed after 
7 ... cS?! 8 .�e3 b6 9 . a4 tbc6 1 0  . ..tb5 
iL.d7 1 1 .c;i(c2 �g7 nJ:thdl a6 1 3  . .ic4 
�g4 1 4.h3 .i.xf3 1 5 .gxf3 0-0 1 6 .f4 l:ta7 
1 7 .e5 as 1 8 .11d2 e6 1 9 .1:rad 1 .!:.cS . 
For the remainder of the game, see q 

Example 23. 3. 
The stereotypical 7 . .. �g7? 1 can have 
quite similar consequences - then the 
bishop is biting on granite. 

7 ... f6 1 
The second player now begins to erect 
the barrier f6/e5 , which will cramp the 
tbf3 and the �c 1 .  

S.h4?1 
This allows Black to carry out his plan 
comfortably. 
Instead of that, 8.eS has been seen in 
some games, to prevent ... e7-e5 , but in 
any case after S ... tbc6 9 .exf6 exf6 it only 
leads to equality. 

. White can also regroup his problem 
pieces in the good time - 8.�e3 e5 
9 .tbd2 - though then he hardly manages 
more than equality either. 

8 ... �g4 9.<;i(c2 eS! 1 0.tbd2 hS 
1 1  . .ic4 c;i(e7 1 2.a4 as 1 3.b3 
.te6 

Black already has the more comfortable 
game. 



� 3.8 An.Sokolov-Portisch 
Rotterdam 1 9 89  

20.f31 
With this move White restricts both 
Black's minor pieces and secures for 
himself an advantage which though not 
a major one is a lasting one. 

20 .. J:lfdB 21 .l:ld1 YWc5+ 22.llVf2 
<it>gB 23.tDe2 't\Ve5 

An alternative worth considering was 
H ... 'iVxf2+ 24.<it>xf2 'it>f8, although 
White would then be somewhat better 
according to the line indicated by An. 
Sokolov : 2 S .c4 bxc4 26 .�xc4. 

24.'il'd4 'il'g5 25.a4 
Till now Black had only the one weak­
ness on d6,  which was easy to defend. 
Sokolov begins to worry his opponent 
on the queenside in order to eventually 
inflict a second pawn weakness on him 
there. Because both Black's rQ(')ks and 
minor pieces are passively placed, 
effective counterplay is nqwhere to be 
seen. 

25 ... h5 26.llVe3 'iYxe3+ 
Black should perhaps have continued to 
avoid the exchange of queens: 
26 .. :iVe5 1 ?  (An.Sokolov) . 

27 . .l:txe3 b4 
After 27 . . .  bxa4 2 8 .�xa4 the afore­
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2B.a5 e5 
28 ... �c6 29 .tDd4 �b7 30 .tDxe6 ! fxe6 3 1 .  
..txe6+ <it>f8 3 2  . ..ixd7 .:txd7 3 3  . .:tb3 +- .  

29.c31 

The white initiative on the queenside 
has actually become very dangerous, and 
Black continues to be totally passive. 

29 ... bxc3 30.tDxc3 <it>fB 31 . ..tc4 l:lc7 
32.�f1 <it>e7 33.tDa4 .l:tc2 34 . .I:[b3 
.l:tc7 35.tDc3± tDd7?? 36ba6 �aB 

3 6  . . .  ..txa6 3 7 .tDdS+ ,  3 6  . .  .l:hc3 3 7 .11xb7 .  
37 . ..tf1 +-

Now another example with open c- and 
d-files, but this time White avoids the 
erection of the eSlf6-barrier : 

� 3 .9 Kasparov-Kortchnoi 
Skelleftea 1 9 8 9  

mentioned second weakness would have If it were Black's move here, he would 
arisen on a6 .  immediately restrict the radius of  the 
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white minor pieces on b2 and eS by 
means of . . .  eS ! .  of course Kasparov 
wants to prevent this. 

1 2.e51± 
After this the said pieces continue to 
remain active . Thanks to his major lead 
in development and the endangered 
position of the opposing king , White's 
position is clearly superior despite his 
being a pawn down. 
For the reader who may be curious, here 
is the remainder of the game : 

Ij:;r.i��jg��;',!!��"(:�;l 

1 2  ... �g4 1 3  . ..txc6 bxc6 1 4.tLld4 
fxe5 1 5.tLlxc6+ rJ:Jc7 

1 5  . .  .'�e8 was no better : 1 6 . 0-0 e6 1 7 . 
.!:!.fc 1  ..td6 1 8 . bS ..tc7 1 9 .  tLlxeS �xeS 
20  . ..txeS rJ;;f7 2 1 ..l:.c7 with a winning 
position in Uhlmann-Szymczak, Warsaw 
1 98 3 .  

1 6.tLlxe5 i.h5 1 7.0-0 ..te8 1 8. 
l1fc1 + rJ;;b7 1 9.tLlc4 e5 20.i.xe5 
h5 21 .tLl a5+ rJ;;b6 22.i.c7+ cJta6 
23.tLl c6+ 

Black resigned. 

II. The ' bishop cage' after . . .  �xc3! b2xc3 

Here we are talking about the following 
pattern : 

With a pawn structure of this sort on the 
queenside the white bishop will hardly 
ever constitute a threat along the long 
diagonal . 

If in addition - as for example in the 
diagram - the bishop is hindered by one 
of its own pawns on the c l -h6 diagonal, 
then it can almost appear as though it is 
trapped in a cage. 

2 8  

� 4. 1 Bronstein-Petrosian 
Amsterdam (Candidates' tournament) 1 956  

If  White were to succeed in playing g2-
g4 ,  he could work up a dangerous 
initiative on the kingside. This could also 

, be combined with queenside activity by 
b2-M. And with all that there is no sign 
of any effective counterplay for Black. 
However, the game continued: 

1 7  ... ..txc31 
A grandiose idea. Black voluntarily ex­
changes his lovely 'King's Indian' bishop, 
but by doing so he achieves the following : 



• The knight, which in the event of 
g2-g4 and then an exchange on g4 
or f5 would threaten the �e4, has 
been eliminated (moreover , if 
required the knight could also 
participate in the preparation of the 
important thrust g2 -g4: tLlc3-d 1 -e3 
or -f2) .  

• The advance b2-b4 is now out. 
• The ile3 can now no longer have 

any hope of reaching the long 
diagonal - this idea is frustrated not 
only by the �c5 , but also by its own 
�c3 . The cage door is shut by its 
own pawn on f4. 
1 S.bxe3 tLlfS 1 9.a4 �hS 20.tLlf2 

White tries to prepare g2-g4, but his 
opponent has enough forces to prevent 
this . 

20 .. .1:[gS 21 .�h1 �eS 22.:g1 �gS 
23.'iVd2 �d7 24.g3 l:[aeS 25.a5 
'fJ.e7 2S . .l:.ab1 .teS 27..1::[g2 J:[eg7 
2S.l:tbg1 tLleeS 29.h3 h5 1/2- 1/2 

� 4.2 Timman-Tal 
Tallinn 1 9 7 3  

1 3  ... e41 1 4.tLlf2 
14.ttJel l?oo .6tLlc2-e3 , Gligoric-Quinteros, 
Leningrad (Interzonal tournament) 
1 9 7 3 .  

1 4  ... ilxe31 
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Just like in the previous example the 
white queen' s  bishop becomes a very 
passive piece after this exchange. 

1 5.bxe3 tLldfS 1 6.ile3 �hS 
With the intention of bringing the rook 
on to the g-file. Taking into account the 
unalterable pawns on c3 and c5 the h8-
square is a safe place for the king - no 
opposing piece can threaten it on the 
long diagonal. 

1 7.h3? 
Perhaps Timman was hoping he would 
later get in g2-g4, but in reality h2-h3 
turns out to be a serious weakening .  

1 7  ... .:gS 1 S.�d2 
In the event of 1 8. l:!.gl Black would 
have the pleasant choice between 
1 8  . . .  tLlg4 and 1 8  . . .  1:I.g3 . 

1 S  ... tLlg7 1 9.tLld1 
1 9 .94? fxg4 20 .hxg4 tLlxg4 !-+ .  

1 9  ... tLlgh5 20.�xh5 tLlxh5 21  . .tf2 
�d7 22.ile1 .!:rafSI 23.tLle3 'fIf6=F 

In view of the impending attack after 
. . .  �f6-h6,  . . .  .:£8-f6-g6 ,  White's situation 
is not an enviable one. 

� 4.3 Shamis-Pelts 
Kharkov (USSR Ch) 1 9 6 7  

1 .d4 tLlf6 2.e4 g� 3.tLle3 i..g7 
4.e4 �6 5.f4 0-0 6.tLl f3 e5 7.d5 
e6 S.�e2 exd5 9.exd5 tLlh5 
1 0.0-0 

• 
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1 O ... �xe31 1 1 .bxe3 i.g4?1 
Black under-estimates the circumstance 
that the cage for the �e l has not yet 
been fmally closed and that it can be 
opened forcibly : 

1 2.f5 1 
A pawn sacrifice to free the .te l ,  which 
now no longer has a direct counterpart 
and thus it becomes especially dangerous. 

1 2  ... �xf5 1 3.tDg5 tDg7 
Or 1 3  . . . ttJf6 1 4. g4 �cS l S  . .if4�. 

1 4.g4 ..teS 

For the pawn he has sacrificed White has 
obtained more than sufficient compen­
sation. All Black's pieces are passively 
placed, and in addition without the fian­
chetto bishop the dark squares on Black ' s  
kingside are susceptible to attack. 

1 5:i¥e1 
l S .tDe4! ? 

1 5  ... fS 
1 5  . . . h6 1 6 . tDe4 fs 1 7 . gxfS tD'xfS 
l S  . .tg4�. 

1 S.tDe4 tDeS 1 7:ti'g3 'fI e7 1 S. 
.id3 tDd7 1 9  . .ihS 1:1.f7 20.':'ae1 ·  
tLle5 21 .g51 f5 22.liJxdSI tDxdS · 
23 . .l:[xe5 'ile7 24.':fe1 �d7 
25:flf4 J:[eS 2S.1:[1 e2 as 27.h4 

Black was never able to free himself 
from his opponent's pressure and h4-hS 
sets in motion the next wave of the 
attack. 

3 0  

� 4.4 Forintos-Gligoric 
Ljubljana 1 969 

The first eleven moves were the same as 
in the previous game. 

1 1  ... f51? 

Now f4-fs is no longer available to White. 
On the other hand the options for the 
.ics are also restricted, but Black can try 
to employ it on the eS-a4 diagonal. 

1 2.tLlg5 tDg7 
The advantage in space compensates White 
for his slightly inferior pawn structure 
and the passivity of the bishop pair. 
Gligoric evaluates the position as level. 

1 3.�f3 tLJd7 1 4.': e1 
After 1 4. ltJe6?1  tDxe6 l S .dxe6 tLJf6 
1 6 .�dS 'fIe7 1 7 .J:te 1 tDe4 (=F Gligoric) 
I S  . ..txe4 fxe4 1 9 .lhe4, �xe6 Black is • 
somewhat better thanks to his more 
active bishop. 

1 4  ... tDfS 1 5  . .l:[b1 1 l:[eS 1 S  . .!:!.xeS+ 
'fixeS 1 7.l:!.b21 

.t. 1 S .l:.e2 . 
1 7  ... �d71? 1 S..!:1xb7 

l S .J:.e2 'fIfB 1 9 .'ile 1 .l:[eS= .  
1 S  ... l:rbS 1 9.J:[xbS 

1 9 .1ha7 J:[b 1 �. 
1 9  ... 'ilxbS 

White' s  extra pawn does not count for 
much in view of the passivity of his 
bishops and his inferior pawn structure. 
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20.�c2 hS 21 .ttJh3 �e8 22.i.d2 r,i>xf2 �e7 2S.r,i>g1 ttJe8 27.'iVb1 
�a4 23.�c1 ttJg4 24.ttJf2 ttJxf2 25. Draw agreed . 

. . .  � - " ' "  ' ,- . .  ' . - - , - , '  . "  . .  � . .  

f;;:�����{�q�-t!liX:.�)J 
III . Capablanca's motif: immobilising the bishop 

The idea is as follows: generally with the 
aid of the pawns it is possible to shut the 
bishop into one particular corner of the 
board. Then, based on the superior forces 
at your command, you try to take the ini­
tiative on the opposite flank. Capablanca 
was particularly successful with this method: 

� 5 . 1  Capablanca-Black 
New York 1 9 1 6  

1 4.g41 
Many less experienced players would do 
without this move , because it apparently 
weakens the position of their own king. 
But the opposing pieces are. too passively 
placed to be able to exploit this. 

1 4  ... i.gS 
The sacrifice 14 . . .  tbxg4 1 5 .hxg4 .ixg4 
would make no sense - after 1 6 .ttJe3 
.ih5 1 7 .  ttJf5 Black would not have a 
whiff of compensation. 

1 5.ttJg3 hS 1 S.a41 
Now, after the �g6 has been eliminated 
by being ' trapped' on the kingside, 

Capablanca initiates play on the other 
side of the board. 

1 S  ... ttJh7 1 7.'iVe2 ,Ub8 1 8.axb5 
axb5 1 9.b41 

This fixes the pawn weakness on b5 . 
1 9  .. :ifc8 20.i.d3 cS 21 .dxcS 
�xcS 22.1:1a5 �xc3 23.i.xb5 
'iVc7 24.i.e3 .:led8 25.l:[c1 ± 

White is dominant on the queenside. The 
�g6 is, just like some of Black's other 
minor pieces, still complet�ly ineffectual. 

� 5 .2 Winter-Capablanca 
Hastings 1 9 1 9  

3 1  
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1 0.tbd5? 
A positional mistake - now Black gets 
the opportunity to isolate the opposing 
bishop from the struggle for the rest of 
the game. The correct move was 
1 0. ttJd2 �tbc4-e3 (Donev) . 

1 0  ... g5!  1 1 .tbxfS+ 
l 1 .ltJxgS?? loses on account of l l . . .tbxdS ! ,  
whereas after 1 1 .�g3 Kasparov's sugges­
tion of 1 1 . . .tbxdS 1 2 .exdS �g4 1 3 .h3 
�hS � . . .  fS gives him a big advantage. 

1 1  .. . �xf6 1 2.�g3 .tg4 1 3.h3 .txf3 
1 4.'ii'xf3 'iYxf3 1 5.gxf3 fS 1 6.Wg2 

The �g3 is  shut in on on the kingside. 
Now Capablanca logically plans to open 
files on the queenside. 

1 6  ... a5 
� 1 7  . . .  a4. 

1 7.a4 <J;;f7 

Capablanca was of the opinion that after 
move 1 S his position was ;rather easily 
won. But is that rea.lly the case? For the 
moment the �d6 i� very passive (of 
course, there is no comparison with the . 
pitiful �g3 , but nevertheless ! ) , and if 
White manages to prevent the activation · 
of his opponent's bishop, he can hope 
for a draw. 
As Kasparov established, the correct 
method consists of l S.c4 ! ,  so as to erect 
the fortress on the queenside and to leave 
the �d6 without any more work from 

3 2  

then on. The ex-world champion indicates 
the following variation: l S  ... c6 (Black 
prepares b7 -bS) 1 9.Uf'c1  l:Ubs 20.b3 bS 
2 1 .l:tc3 �6 2 V�f1 bxc4 2 3 .dxc4 J:f.ab8 
24.11a3 , after which the white king runs 
to c2 . Also after 22 ... bxa4 (instead of 
2 2  . . .  bxc4) 2 3 .l:txa4 �c7 24.We2 %:tb4 
2 S .Wd2 one cannot see how Black is to 
crack open the white fortress . 
All that leads us to the conclusion that, 
although l O .tiJdS ? was obviously a 
mistake to which Capablanca reacted in 
instructive fashion, Winter could 
probably have saved the game by 
continuing to play very precisely. 
And now the rest of the game: 

1 S.l1h1 ?I weS?1 
lS . . .  :tbS and then . . .  c7-c6, . . .  b7-bS was 
more urgently required so as to open 
lines on the queenside. After the text 
move White could again have played c2-
c4 and, as explained above, could have 
managed to set up a fortress. 

1 9.h4?1 
The opening of the h-file achieves abso­
lutely nothing. As was said, 1 9 .c4 was 
stronger. 

1 9  ... 11fbS 20.hxg5 hxg5 21 .b3 
Now White can no longer achieve the 
set-up described by Kasparov, but it 
woulp. nevertheless remain questionable 
whether the black position after 2 1 .c4 
c6 2 2 .b3  bS 2 3  . .l:la3 bxa4 24.bxa4 .l:lb2 
2S .l:r.c l  could be won: the black bishop 
is equally trapped in its own camp, there 
is nowhere the king can invade and op­
erations with . . .  f6-fs or . . .  gS-g4 would 
also bring the white bishop back to life .  
However , the text move should also 
only mean a transposition of moves. 

21 ... cS 22.1::[ a2? 
This was the final chance to play 22.c4 
bS 2 3  . .l:la3 , after which the position 



from the last note would have come 
about. 

22 ... b5 23J:Iha1 
23 .c4 is  now followed by 23 . . .  bxc4 24.  
bxc4 .c.b3 2S  . .:td l l::rab8 26 .<;¥;>f1 l:tc3 
2 7 .rJi;e2 l:1bb3 28 .l:taa l na3 (with the 
threat of 29 . .  J:hd3 ! ) ,  and Black wins a 
pawn. 

23 .. . c41 
Black fInally activates his bishop and from 
now on he is really playing with an extra 
piece. The struggle has been decided. 

24.axb5 
Or 24.dxc4 bxc4 2 S .bxc4 l::rb4 26 .wfl 
.:tab8 2 7  .'�e2 l:[xc4-+ .  

2 4  ... cxb3 25.cxb3 l:[xb5 26.1:[a4 
.I:lxb3 27.d4 �b5 28.l:tc4 l:lb4 
29.l:Ixc6 l:[xd4 0-1 

� 5 .3  Capablanca-Bogoljubow 
London 1 922  

In this complicated position Capablanca 
fInds a very interesting plan: 

28.g4!? 
An alternative would be 28 .eS �g6oo. 

28 ... �g6 29.f5 ! 
With this move White is of course weaken:" 
ing the eS -square- and making his 

-
�e4 

backward, but in return the opposing 
bishop has to go to h 7 ,  where for a long 
time it will be excluded from the struggle. 

Chapter I - Restricting the enemy pieces 

29 ... �h7 30.lbg3 
White overprotects e4 and thus prepares 
the manoeuvre lbd2-f3-d4. 

30 .. :iVe5 31 .Wg2 .l:r.ab8 32Jlab1 
f6 

Intending to free the bishop with the 
manoeuvre . . .  .th7 -g8-£7 ; but, on the other 
hand, the e6-square now becomes weak. 

33.lbf3 l:[b2+ 34.l:txb2 
An interesting variation would now arise 
after 34.c;;t>hl - 34 . . .  �xg3 3 S .l:I.xb2 .LiS ! 
3 6 .gxfS l:I.xe4 3 7 .�f2 'iVxh3+ 3 8 .lbh2 
lbd3 3 9 .l:I.xe4 lbxf2+ 40 . .:txf2 'ifb3 °o.  

34 . .  :'iVxb2+ 35.l:I.e2 �b3 
The .th7 still requires a lot of time to 
get back into play, but the activity of the 
remaining black pieces, the dangerous 
passed a4-pawn and the weakness of the 
pawns on c4 and e4 offer Black consider­
able compensation for the awkward 
situation of his bishop. Nevertheless, 
Capablanca's idea of g2-g4, f4-fs is 
extremely instructive. 

36.lbd41? 
White continues with his plan of trans­
ferring the knight to e6 and sacrifIces 
the �c4 for that reason. 
Capablanca thought that Black could not 
even take the pawn on account of 
36 . . .  'iVxc4 3 7  . .:tc2 'ifxd� 3 8 .lbe6 . But 
as Kasparov discovered, the great Cuban 
was wrong - after 3 8  . . .  'ifb3 ! White 
could resign with a clear conscience. 
Of course, 3 7  .l:I.c2 would be a blunder. 
Instead; Kasparov recommends 3 7;lbe6 
�b8 �th an unclear position. A further 
interesting option is 3 7.h4, and the 
threat of g4-gS turns out to be rather 
unpleasant. 
Be that as it may, we have to realise that 
3 6  . . .  'iVxc4 would have lead to an unclear 
struggle. In the game Black did not take 
advantage of this opportunity. 

3 3  
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36 ... 'iVxe3? 37.l:.xe3 :tb8 38J:�c3 
�f7 39.�f3 :b2 40.tbge2 

The black bishop remains unemployed, 
the tbd4 is aiming for e6 , and compared 
to the situation before the exchange of 
queens Black now has no effective coun­
terplay in spite of his passed pawns. 

40 ... i.g8 41 .tbe6 tbb3 
After 4 1 .  . . tbxe4 Kasparov gives 42 .�xe4 
l:txe2 + 43 5�d4 l:[d2+ 44.l:[d3 ':xd3 + 
4S .Wxd3 hS 46 .Wc3 hxg4 47 .hxg4 i.h7 
48 .�b4 g6 49 .tbd4+- - this variation 
really clearly brings out the pitiful posi­
tion of the black bishop. 

42.cSI dxcS 43.tbxcS tbd2+ 
44.�f2 We7? 

44 • . .  tbbl (Capablanca) was stronger, al­
though, as was established in later analyses, 
the white position was also winning in 
this case after 4S J:!:c4! a3 46.tbe6 .  The 
resulting variations are very interesting 
as well as beautiful , but they no longer 
have anything to do 'Yith the subject of 
this book. Anyone interested in seeing 
more of them should consult Kasparov's ' 

in-depth analysis in My Great Predecessors 
(volume 1 ) .  
Now White wins effortlessly: 

4S.�e1 tbb1 46.l:td3 a3 47.d6+ 
�d8 48.tbd4 l:tb6 49.tbde6+ 
i.xe6 SO.fxe6 l:[ b8 S1 .e 7 + We8 
S2.tbxa6 1 -0 
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In  the following example, keeping the 
black bishop in a cage works in a slightly 
different way : after a pawn sacrifice the 
latter is shunted on to a siding on as ; 
after that the �b7 is also hemmed in by 
the formation �c4/dS/e4. 

� 5 .4 Balashov-Rornanishin 
Lvov 1 9 7 8  

1 .d4 tbf6 2.c4 e 6  3.lt:lf3 b 6  4.lt:lc3 
.tb4 S.e3 ..tb7 6 . ..td3 tbe4 

7.0-01? 
This developing move represents a pawn 
sacrifice. The point of it will soon become 
clear. 

7 ... tbxc3?1 
Black accepts the offer, but in doing so 
puts his bishop in a highly unfavourable 
position. Alternatives are 7 ... 5 or 7 ... hc3 
8 .bxc3 , and here 8 . . . tbxc3 9 .'iWc2 .txf3 
1 0 .gxf3 'iVgS + 1 1 .�h l �hS 1 2 .:g 1 
'fi'xf3+ 1 3 .11g2 fs 14.i.a3 tbe4 ls .11fI GG, 
8 . . .  0-0 and 8 . . .  d6 have been played. 

8.bxc3 ..txc3 
After 8 . . .  i.e7 9 .e4 White has a clear ad­
vantage thanks to his strong pawn centre. 

9J:�b1 tbc6 
9 . . .  0-07 looked absolutely unsatisfactory 
on account of 1 0  . .ta3 d6 1 1 .'iWc2 with 
the double attack on c3 and h7 . 



1 0J;lb3 .taS 1 1 .e4 h6 
Or 1 1 . . .  ttJe7 1 2 .dS ttJg6 1 3 .tbd4 'fiIe7 
1 4.�c2 jLb4 I S .tbbS with a very strong 
initiative for the pawn he has sacrificed, 
Gligoric-iarsen , Lugano (Olympiad) 
1 9 7 0 . 

1 2.dS tbe7 1 3.�b2 0-0 

The black king's  bishop has strayed to 
the queenside ,  and in addition its 
colleague on b7 has been eliminated 
from the action by the dS- and e4-
pawns. These are for White favourable 
preconditions for an attack on the 
kingside, where his opponent has 
noticeably fewer forces available for the 
defence. 

1 4.tbeSI tbg6 1 S.tbg4 'fiIe7 1 6.f41 
.6..f4-fs . 

1 6  ... fS 1 7.exfS exfS 1 0.tbxh6+1 
gxh6 1 9.'iVhS wh7 20.i.xfS l:!.xfS 

20  . .  .1::t g8  2 1 .1:[h3 'lWf8 22 . g4+- . .  

21 .'iVxfS 1:I.fO 22.'iVc2 'lWcS+ 
23.<io>h1  �xdS 24 . .I:I.g3 1:[gO 

24 . . .  .1Lf7 2 S .fS+- .  
. 

2S.fS tbfO 26.f6+ l:!.g6 
26 . . .  liJg6 2 7 .f7+- .  

27 . .I:I.xg6 tbxg6 20.f7 1 -0 

In the following example the .tfl is shut 
in in the bottom right corner of the 
board : 

Chapter I - Restricting the enemy pieces 

� 5 .5  Yates-Capablanca 
Moscow 1 925 

1 1  ... c41 
This limits the jLfl . After any other move 
White could have played 1 2 .c4, after which 
the �fl can pop up on d3 . At the same 
time . . .  c4 increases the mobility of the �. 
Now White must try at least to get  rid of 
his 'bad' �g3 .  

1 2.f4 
.6.. 1 3 .fs .  

1 2  ... g6 1 3.Wb1 
1 3  . .th4! ? 

1 3  ... hS 
1 3  . . .  �e7 ! ?  

1 4  . .th4 �e7 

The dark-squared bishops are now 
exchanged, but the �fl remains in its 
prison, the walls of which are built of 
the black pawns placed on light squares 
- a successful example of Capablanca ' s  
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Rule No. 2 (.::? Technique No. 61). Black's 
chances are consequently preferable. 

� 5.6 Medina Garcia-Botvinnik 
Palma de Mallorca 1 96 7  

9 ... eSI  
Black narrows the effective radius of the 
�b3 and plans . . .  d6-dS , after which that 
bishop would be totally passive . 

1 0  . ..igS hS 1 1 ...th4 ttJbd7 1 2.0-0-071 
According to Botvinnik this is a risky deci­
sion. And in fact the queenside turns out 
to be a dangerous place for the white 
king, especially if Black manages to acti­
vate his bishop by means of . . .  c6-cS . 

1 2  .. :iWaS 1 3.'iWe271 
1 3  . .:!.he l . 

1 3  ... bS 1 4.f4 b4 1 S.ttJb1 dSI  
Now the ..ib3 becomes even more 
passive. White could be tempted to try 
out tit for tat - 1 6.eS ttJe4. However, he 
would not manage to keep the �g7 out 
of the action in the �ong run - Black con­
tinues with . . .  cS and where appropriate 
then . .  .f6 ( 1 7 .fS ! ?  followed by g2-g4) . 

1 S.ttJd2 cSI 
The threat is 1 7  . . .  c4. With his next move 
White enters a series of exchanges in the 
hope that it will help him weaken his 
opponent's initiative . 

1 7.�xfS ttJxfS 1 8.dxcS dxe41 
1 9.ttJxe4 tLlxe4 20:ti'xe4 'iYxcS 

3 6  

The �dS has disappeared, but thanks to 
the �e6 the white bishop continues to 
be ineffective . The ..ig7 , on the other 
hand, is raging down the long diagonal, 
e .g .  there is a strong threat of the ma­
noeuvre . . .  'i!¥e7 -f6 with disaster on the 
long diagonal . 

21  J::td 7  J:tad8=t 22.l:.hd 1 7 .l:[xd7 
23.l:txd7 'iWg1 + 24.�d2 'iff2+ 
2S.'lt>d3 'iWf1 + 2S:iVe2 'iYxf4, 

and Black won. 

In the next two examples White shuts in 
the opposing queen' s  bishop with an ap­
parently double-edged looking pawn move 
- in each case the price is giving up the 
control of a central square (eS or dS ) .  
These two examples too can be seen in 
connection with 'Capablanca' s Rules' in 
the next techniqu� ! 

� 5 .7  Lasker-Capablanca 
St . Petersburg 1 9 1 4 



What we have here is a position typical 
of the Exchange Variation of the Ruy 
Lopez. White has the better pawn struc­
ture. but in return Black has the bishop 
pair. 
To understand Lasker' s  next move. we 
need to think prophylactically. What is 
Black planning to do next? 
Of course he wants to develop his �c8 . 
The option . . .  .tc8-d7 looks a bit passive . 
but the two alternatives . . .  b7 -b6 . . . .  c6-c5 
and then . . .  i.c8-b7 (with pressure against 
e4) or . . .  i.c8-e6 look good. In addition. 
in the last case White also has to reckon 
with . .  .f6-f5 . as a result of which Black 
forces the exchange or the advance of 
the �e4 and consequently wins the d5-
square for his pieces. 
It can be sensed that Black has come out 
of the opening well and can even hope 
to seize the initiative after a few more 
moves. Naturally Lasker senses that too 
and at this point he takes a very inter­
esting decision. 

1 2.f5 1 
The disadvantages catch one's eye imme­
diately. The �e4 becomes weak and back­
ward. White devalues his pawn majority 
on the kingside and gives up control of 
the e5-square. which can now become a 
secure outpost for the black knight. 
But on the other hand: how should Black 
now develop his bishop? The option 
. . .  �e6 no longer exists. whilst after . . . i..b7 
the e6-square becomes very weak. 
In addition White has also prevented the 
aforementioned idea of . .  . f6-f5 and at 
the latest after the exchange of the dark­
squared bishops it will become clear 
how this fits in with Capablanca' s  first 
rule (¢ Technique No. 6)' 
All this should in no way mean that 
1 2 .f5 forcibly brings White an advantage. 

Chapter I - Restricting the enemy pieces 

But at the very least Black has more dif­
ficult problems to solve than would have 
been the case with a standard course of 
the game without f4-f5 . 

1 2  ... b6 
Capablanca decides on the fianchetto. An 
alternative to that was 1 2  .. . �d7!? As said. 
this move may look slightly passive . but 
with it Black develops his bishop without 
losing control over the e6-square. In that 
case the game would have been more or 
less level after e .g .  1 3  • .if4 .txf4! ( 1 3  . . .  
':ad8 ? !  1 4.i.xd6 cxd6 1 5 .l:tad l with the 
initiative) 1 4Jhf4 b6 (or 1 4  . .  J:tad8) . 

1 3.i..f4 i..b7?1 
An inaccuracy. 'BaSically Black should be 
happy to resolve the doubled pawns on 
the c-file . but here the pawn on d6 be­
comes a lasting weakness' (Kasparov) . 
And it is not only the �d6 which is con­
cerned. there is also the fact that Black 
weakens the e6-square with . . .  .tb7 • 

without previously having prevented the 
move ttJb3-d4 by means of . . .  c6-c5 . 
1 3  . . . i.xf4! was stronger : 1 4  • .l:hf4 c5 ! 
1 5  • .l:tdl and only then 1 5  . . .  �b7.  e .g .  1 6. 
.I:!f2 ( 1 6 .l:td7 l:tac8 .6. . . .  i..c6 • .6. . . .  ttJe5) 
16 . . .  .!::tad8 1 7 .l:txd8 J:[xd8 1 8 .l:td2 l:txd2 
1 9 .ttJxd2 ttJc6 2 0 .ttJd5 ttJd4 2 1 .ttJxc7 
ttJxc2 2 2 .  ttJc4 i.xe4 2 3 . ttJxb6 ttJb4 
24.a3 ttJd3 = (variations according to 
Kasparov) . 

1 4.i..xd6 cxd6 1 5.ttJd4 

... 
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It is becoming clear that Capablanca has 
not found the optimal solution to the 
problem of the development of his light­
squared bishop. But it was not yet too late 
to correct this mistake : after 1 5  ... Ac8 1 
Black would still have good chances of 
equalising . Here Kasparov points out, for 
example, 16.�dl c5 1 7 .lLlde2 d5 ! 1 8 .lZ:lxd5 
( 1 8 .exd5 lLlxf5) 1 8  . . .  lLlxd5 1 9 .J::rxd5 
.i.b7 2 0 .J::rd6 i.xe4 2 IJ hb6 ..txc2= .  
Instead of that Capablanca made a serious 
mistake : 

1 S-:adS? 1 6.lLle6 .tid7 1 7.:ad1 lZ:lc8 
1 S  . .l:.f2 b5 1 9JUd2 .l:.de7 20.b4 

with a strong initiative for White, with 
the black bishop continuing to remain 
passive. Lasker went on to win this game 
in the long run. 

� 5 .8  Portisch-Radulov 
Moscow (European Team Ch 1 97 7) 

Black is planning to free his bishop by . . .  lLlf6 
and then . . .  c6-c5 . Can.White prevent this? 

1 6.c51 
This concedes to his opponent the d5 -
square and makes the iSd4 backward -
but what is more important is that the 
.ib7 remains blocked in. 

1 6  .. :fie7 
1 6  . . .  bxc5 1 7 .dxc5± .  

1 7.b4 IUdS 1 S:ii'c2 ttJf6 1 9.1Lle5 
lLld5 20.a3 b5 21 .i.e4 g6 

3 8  

2 1 . . .ttJf6 could be followed by 22 . a4 ! ?  
with queenside initiative, whilst 21 .  . . h6 
would palpably weaken the b 1 -h7 diagonal. 

22.h4 

... 

22 ... a5 
A despairing attempt to obtain counterplay. 

23.bxa5 l:taS 24.a4 b4 
Or 24 ..• lha5 2 5 .axb5 l:[xb5 2 6 Jla7+-.  

25 . ..txd51  l:[xd5 26.l:tab1 f6 27. 
lLlg4 lIadS 2S . .u.xb4 ..tcS 29.lLle3 
l:[5d7 30.l:lbS e5 31 .d51 cxd5 
32.c6 .t:[d6 33.c7 1:[fS 34.lIxd5 f5 
35:iYc5 lIe6 · 36.'iYxe7 J::rxe7 
37.l:[xcS .l:.xcS 3S. l:ldS+ 1:[eS 39. 
1:[xeS+ l:txeS 40.lLld5 1 -0 

In the next example too, a queen' s  
bishop is immobilised on b7 , after Black 
hesitated to activate, it by a moment. 

� 5 .9  Seirawan-Andersson 
Skelleftea 1 9 8 9  

... 



White has an advantage in space and the 
black pawns on the queenside can tum 
out to be weak - but if Andersson had 
now activated his light-squared bishop 
by 2 7  . . .  �a6 (28 . a4 .ie2 11 . . .  .id l ) .  he 
would have obtained sufficient counter­
play. 
However. the game took a different 
course :  

27 . . .  h5? 28.gxf5 gxf5 29.b51 
Now the .ib7 is imprisoned in the cage 
of the opposing pawns and White has 
no problem carrying out his expansion 
on the queenside. There is nothing the 
�b7 can do but wait for one of the 
opposing knights to come to c6 .  so as to 
be able to swap it off. but then the first 
player gets a strong passed pawn. 

29 ... tiJe8 30.tiJc2 �h4 31 .�f2 
.ig5 32.tiJc4 rJ;;f7 33.tiJb4 fxe4 
34.fxe4 We7 35.Wg2 Wd7 36.a4 
rt;c7 37.tiJc6 .ixc6 38.dxc6 ttJf6 
39.a5 bxa5 40 . .ixa7 tiJxe4 41 . 
tiJxa5 1 -0 

In the final example Karpov manages by 
dint of a subde pawn move to shunt the 
opposing bishop on to a siding for the 
duration : 

� 5 . 1 0  Karpov-Uhlmann 
Madrid 1 9 7 3  

Chapter I - Restricting the  enemy pieces 

If it were now Black ' s  move. he could 
easily go in for the variation 2 2 . . .tiJxd4 
23 .'iixd4 'iYxd4 24.cxd4 lIac8 2 5 .£'3 
.if 5 2 6 .l::te7 J:[c2 (2 6 . . .  b6 is also not a 
bad move : 2 7 .l:tae l �e6) 2 7 . �ae l .ie6 .  
The role of  the black bishop. which in 
this line is disrupting the communica­
tion between the white rooks from e6 .  
ought not  to be overlooked. 
Here Karpov takes a profound positional 
decision : 

22.g41 
The first player deprives the .ie4 of the 
fS -sq.uare and also prevents its return 
to the h3 -c8 diagonal . At the same time 
the bishop is also cramped by its own 
�dS . 
Actually. this move is in contradiction to 
Capablanca' s  second rule (see the follow­
ing page ! ) . according to which whenever 
there are bishops of the same colour one 
should when possible place one 's  own 
pawns on squares of the opposite colour 
to the bishop so as not to get in the way 
of the said bishop. But here the field of 
activity of the white bishop is on the 
queenside and the �g4 is not in the least 
in its way. 

22 ... tiJxd4 
According to Karpov it was preferable to 
first play 22 . . . lhcS . 

23.�xd4 'iYxd4 24.cxd4 l:tac8 
25.f3 .ig6 
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'The first consequence of n .g4 can 
be spotted. Instead of taking up an 
active position on fs the bishop must 
occupy the observation point g6 . '  
(Karpov) 

26 . .!::I.e7 b6 
The position after 26 . . .  .:.c2 27 .l:tae 1 h6 
2 8 . l:l l e2 l:.xe2 2 9 .�xe2 b6  3 0 .�bS was 
very unpleasant for Black on account of 

.,:ri��1J!l14ye�.fjq�;·�.;J 

the difference in activity between the 
pieces and the weakness of the b6- and 
dS -pawns. 
But the text move is certainly no better. 

27Jlae1 h6 28Jlb7 tl.d6 
28 .. J:tc2 2 9 .l:re2 l:[xe2 3 0  . .  ihe2 l:[d6 
3 l .�bS± 'followed by the centralisation 
of the king' (Karpov) . 

29 . .!:tee7± 

IV. Which colour of squares for the pawns? 

For & against Capablanca's rules 

Capablanca established the following 
guidelines for the placing of the pawns -
we shall restate them, slightly modi­
fied so as to avoid any misunderstan­
dings : 

l )  if our opponent has a bishop but we 
do not, we must put our pawns on 
squares of the same colour as that 
opposing bishop 
(thus if our opponent has a light­
squared bishop our pawns should 
be on light squares, if his bishop is 
dark-squared, they should be on 
dark squares) . 

2) But if we have a bishop , then the 
pawns should go on squares of the . 

opposite colour, it does not matter 
whether our opponent also has a 
bishop or not. 

of course these rules must frequently 
be subject to modification according 
to the concrete demands of the po­
sition. 
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� 6. 1 Lasker-Capablanca 
New York 1 924 

20 . . .  161 
This example reinforces Capablanca's idea. 
White has a dark-squared bishop, and in 
order to limit its effective radius Black puts 
his f-pawn on a dark square. The �g7 
will also continue to observe rule no. l and 
remain where it is. Thus the pawn duo 
g7 1f6 represents a barrier for the .tb2 .  
The same also lies in wait for him on the 
a3 -f8 diagonal - should the bishop want 
to go to a 3 ,  its efficacy there would be 
clearly inhibited by the dark-squared 
pawn duo c7 and d6 .  



And of course in general this is the case : 
the more pawns Black places on dark 
squares, the more dark squares they con­
trol and the less freedom of movement 
the white bishop will have. 

21 .f3 �f7 22.g4 h6 23J:te2 ttJc6 
24.�f2 l:te7 25.i.c3 a51 26J:td5 
b6 27.a4 lIe6 28J�d1 J::[ce8 29. 
l:1ed2 rJ;;e7 30.rJ;;e3 rJ;;d7  1/2- 1/2 

In spite of his advantage in space , there 
is nothing which White can undertake ­
his rooks do not have any open files and 
the bishop is too limited. 

� 6.2 Gavrikov-Meshkov 
USSR 1 9 8 1  

We see a posmon from the Volga 
Gambit - in this opening Black sacrifices 
a pawn on the third move so as to obtain 
an initiative on the queenside. 

Chapter I - Restricting the enemy pieces 

If Black had no dark-squared bishop 
here , he would employ Rule No. 1 and 
restrict the opposing bishop by means of 
. . .  f7-f6 and then . . .  g 6-gS . But with the 
bishop on g7 he should not of course 
realise this idea - which moreover is in 
harmony with Rule No. 2 .  

1 4  ... �xc31? 
A highly interesting idea . Black swaps 
off his active l1..g 7 ,  in order to then carry 
out the aforementioned restriction of the 
opposing bishop . 

1 5.bxc3 f6 1 6.�d2 �a41 1 7.i.f4 
g5 1 8.h3 ttJh6 1 9.�e3 tlJf7 

Thanks to his pressure on the queenside 
and the passivity of the �e3 Black has 
sufficient compensation for the missing 
pawn. 

� 6.3  Tairnanov-Kotov 
Zurich (Candidates' tournament) 1 95 3  
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White has an incontestable advantage : 
His knight dominates the centre, the 
�e8 cannot even dream of comparing 
itself to the �d3 and Black' s  king posi­
tion is weakened. 
Let us first look at what happened next : 

3S.h4 <bg7 36.'ii'g3 'fi'd6 37.f4 
According to Rule No. 2 White 's pawns 
are correctly positioned - he has the 
light-squared bishop and practically all 
of his pawns are on dark squares. Things 
look very different for the second player : 
almost all 'of his pawns are 'wrongly' 
placed with respect to his bishop. 

37 ... hSI  

And now this pawn also infringes 
Capablanca' s  rule. But with it Black has 
set up a fortress which is hard to crack 
open : all the weak points in his camp are 
protected and it is practically impossible 
for White to open the position - by 
3 7  . . .  h5 Black has prevented both h4-h5 
and also a future g2-g4. 

. 

Despite that, Kotov lost this game after . 
he let himself be tempted to win the 
� b4 and by doing so allowed the oppo­
sing pieces to invade his camp. That has 
nothing to do with the evaluation of the 
present position. 

Let us return to the position in the initial 
diagram. In his famous tournament book 
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David Bronstein points out the follow­
ing : because the opponent's weaknesses 
are on light squares , Taimanov should 
also attack the light squares . Instead of 
h2-h4 he had the very promising plan of 
preparing his attack (g2-g4) with h2-h3 , 
'i!tg l -h2 and .!:!.b l -g l .  He gave yet another 
alternative - preparing a central break­
through by means of £1-f3 and e3 -e4. 
These two opportunities for a breakthrough 
are in contradiction to Capablanca's  Rule 
No. 2 - White ' s  pawns occupy light 
squares despite his having a light­
squared bishop - but they accord with 
the demands of the position. 

In effect, one can hang on to this : if a 
fortress is involved we must devote our 
attention to the possibilities for a break­
through, which frequently contradicts 
Capablanca' s  rules. 
And now we shall apply what we have 
learned to pure bishop endings : 

� 6.4 Polugaevsky-Mecking 
Mar del Plata 1 9 7 1  

40.h4! 
Extra prophylaxis against . . .  g6-g5 . 

40 ... �f3 41 .b41 
Now - in complete harmony with Rule 
No . 2 - all White 's  pawns are on dark 



squares , which secures the maximum 
amount of mobility for his bishop. 

41  ... �h1 42.�e2 ..tg2 43 . ..tg4 
�e4 44.�eB rJi;e7 45 . ..te6 �d6 
46.�gB h6 47.�f7 h5 4B . ..teB 
�e2 49.�f7 ..te4 

50.f51 �xf5 
50  . • .  gxf5 S I  . ..txhS �e6 loses on account 
of S 2  . ..td l ..tg2 S 3 .i.b3 �f3 S 4.hS 
�xhS S S .i.xdS + �d6 S6 . ..txb7 ..te2 
S 7 .i.c8+- (Muller/Lamprecht) . 

51 .i.xd5 �eB 52.e4 �e7 
The alternatives were no better, e.g. 52 .. . 

t;itd7 S 3 . �cS �c7 S4.i.f7 gS S S .hxgS 
h4 S 6 .g6+- (Muller/Lamprecht) or 
52  • • •  t;itc7 S 3 .�f7+- .  

53.�e5 
Zugzwang! 

53 . . .  g5 54.hxg5 h4 55.g6 h3 
56.g7 h2 57.gB'iW h 1 'iV 5B.'iVf7+ 
�dB 59. 'iWfB+ 1 -0 

S 9  . . .  �d7 60 .�e6+ �c6 6 1 .'iWcS# ,  
therefore Black resigned: 

In this endgame everything was clear­
cut - Capablanca' s  Rule No. 2 was con­
firmed. 

But the following examples leave us 
with doubts as to whether Capablanca' s  
recommendations are really the non­
plus-ultra. 
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� 6.5 Sveshnikov-Kasparov 
Minsk (USSR Ch) 1 9 7 9  

The game continued: 
33 ... g6 

(played in accordance with Rule No. 2 ! ) 
34.�e2 ..te5, 

and here White , according to Kasparov/ 
Shakarov, could have held the game 
with 35 .�el  (instead of 3 S .�xcS �xcS 
3 6 .�d3 �b4 3 7 .�c2 �a3 3 8 .rJi;b l  as 
3 9 .�a l a4 40 .bxa4 �xa4 4 1 .�b l �a3 
42 .�a l b4 43 .�b l  b3 0- 1 )  35 . . •  rJ;;e4 
(3 S . . .  b4 3 6 .�f3 =) 36 .�a5 . 
Equally in the opinion of Kasparov / 
Shakarov Black could have played more 
strongly in the position in the diagram. 
After 

33 ... iLa51  
(this forces White to  w0fsen his posi­
tion in view of the zugzwang) 

34.�e2 �e4 35.�e5 f6 36.exf6 
gxf6 

Black has excellent winning chances 
th,anks. to the idea of . . .  'itfS , e6-eS . 

Instead of 34 .rJi;e2 perhaps 34.a3 creates 
a better . impression (White does not 
surrender the e4-square) , but on the 
other hand another of White ' s  pawns 
would be on a dark square, which is not 
in his favour in view of his dark-squared 
bishop . In any case Black then sooner or 
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later gets in . . .  £7 -f6 and then (after 
exchanging on f6) . . .  e6-eS , once again 
with good prospects of success . 

� 6.6 Wojtkiewicz-Khalifman 
Rakvere 1 993  

30.a41 1  
Obviously played against Rule No. 2 ,  and 
yet this is the best move. How come? 
For the first player it is enormously 
important that the �b7 should remain 
where it is - after e3 -e4 along with the 
exchange of the e4- and dS-pawns this 
is meant to prove the decisive weakness. 
Should White - instead of 3 0 .a4 -
carelessly decide on the natural move 
30 . �d4, then Black reacts with 30 . . .  bS ! 
and then . . .  b7 -b6 ,  when the position 
would already be drawn. 

30 ... gS 31 .�d4 .if7 32 . .if3 i.e6 
33.fS1 1  

And once more White breaks Rule No. 2 
- he puts another pawn on the saIile ' 
colour of square as his bishop. 
But the main task is to deprive the op­
posing bishop of as much space to free 
itself as possible - and in this position that 
is much more important than securing 
for his own i.f3 as much mobility as 
possible. Why that is so will soon be­
come clear. 
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33 ... �f7 34.b4 .ie8 3S.bSI 
The third infraction against Rule No . 2 !  

3S .. . .tf7 36 . .id 1 i.g8 37 . .tb3 
�f7 38.e4 

.. 

Here at the latest one realises that it was 
of decisive importance to deprive the 
black bishop of the e6- and c6-squares . 

38 ... �g8 39.i.a2 i.f7 40.�xdS 
.ixdS 41 .exdS We7 42.We3 wd6 
43.�e4 �eS 

After 43 . . .  Wc7 or 43 . . .  Wd7 then 
44.Wb4 followed by 4S .aS wins . 

44.aSI bxaS ·4S.WeS a4 46.d6 
b6+ 47.�e6 a3 48.d7 a2 49. 
d8Vi' a1 'if SO.�d6+ We4 S1 . 
�xb6+-

Admittedly, cases I like the last two 
examples do not come about often and 
they can be considered as exceptions to 
Capablanca' s  guidelines. But there are 
other, far more typical positions . which 
do not fit in with his rules . 

. 

For example, Rule No. 2 usually does not 
app�y for the weaker side in endings with 
bishops of opposite colours (without other 
pieces on the board) . In their highly re­
commendable book Fundamental Chess 
Endings Muller I Lamprecht show the 
following position: 



� 6.7 Miiller /Lamprecht 
Textbook Example 2 0 0 1  

Despite being four( ! )  pawns behind, 
White holds the draw and does so only 
because his two remaining pawns are 
breaking Capablanca's  Rule No. 2 !  They 
are on dark squares and they are effort': 
lessly protected, whereas the opposing 
bishop cannot attack them. 
You can easily imagine what would 
happen if, according to Rule No. 2 ,  the 
white pawns were on light squares : 

For example, l .h6 (or I . gS fxgS 2..�.xgS 
fS-+) 1. . .  � 2 .gS fxgS 3 .hgS fs 4.�f4 
�dS S .Wc 1 Wd3 6 . .td6 We4-+ � . . .fS-f4. 
That means: in a pure bishop ending with 
bishops of opposite colours the weaker 
side should forget Capablanca's  rule and 
act according to the diametrically op­
posed principle , as has been formulated 
with crystal clarity by Dvoretsky : 
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'The weaker side should keep its 
pawns on the same colour of 
square as its own bishop. ' 

� 6.8 Jan Timman 
1 99 612004 

White loses , quite independently of 
whose move it may be. If it is his own 
move White can resign straight away, if 
it is Black's some manoeuvres are re­
quired. The ttJc4 is dominating the �c 1 , 
because the latter is completely restricted 
by its own pawns. This still fits in with 
Rule No. 2 ,  according to which it would 
be much better for White to have his 
pawns on the light squares .  
But note the follOwing : Black has posted 
his pawns on the light squares, in contra­
diction to Rule No. 1 .  But it was the only 
way for him to fix his opponent' s  pawns 
on the colour of square which did not 
suit them - we can see that in such 
circumstances Rule No. 1 to a certain 
e�tent. contradicts itself! 
For the curious reader, here is how Black 
wins if it is his move : 

1 . . .  WdSI 2,f,!{d4 wcS 3.Wc3 ttJdS 
4.wd4 ttJe4 5.We5 ttJxg3 S . .te3 
ttJe21 7.wxf5 g3 8.Wg5 

Or 8.We6 g2 9.5 g I 'iV  I O  . .txg I ttJxg I I I . 
f6 ttJ£3 ! ,  and Black wins the pawn ending. 

8 .. .  Wd51 
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Centralisation! 
But not 8 . . .  g2? 9 .f5 g l 'fb'+ 1 0  . .L:g l tLlxg l 

r . .  .t����!qi!f;�ill)t�J 

l l .f6 tLlf3 +  1 2 .�f4! tLlh4 1 3 .�g5 != .  
9.fS 'iite4 1 O.�cS tLld41-+ 

Paralysing opposing rooks 

A comparably tricky business : rooks are 
either mechanically immobilised or 
otherwise robbed of their efficacy. 
Since open files actually represent an 
elixir of life for rooks , this section serves 
as preparation for techniques such as : 

'Karpov's  line-blocking' (¢ Technique 
No. 19) or 
'Avoiding line opening - the padlock' 
(¢ Technique No. 21). 

� 7. 1 Matsukevich-Borodin 
USSR 1 965  

31 .aS1 :a6 32.b41 
Now the .l:.a6 has been completely shut 
in. White ' s  next step is to swap off the 
'normal' rook on e6.  

32 . . .  �e7 33J:re3 'itld6 34.�e2 h6 
3S.':'xe6+ �xe6 36.�e3 �eS 
37.f4+, 

and White won. 
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� 7.2 Savon-Alburt 
Kiev 1 9 7 8  

In terms o f  numbers Black has a slight 
advantage in material, . but his rook is con­
demned to immobility. White could now 
have forced the draw by 32. tiJd7+ �e7 
3 3 .tLlb6 �f6 34.tLld7+ ,  but he correctly 
surmised that here that was too little. 
So Savon exchanges Black's active knight 
and simply plays for.zugzwang. 

32.�xe6 1 'iltxe6 33.b4 
The tLlb6 is not simply depriving the rook 
of the a8-square, but it is also helping to 
keep the black king at a distance. With 
his next two moves Alburt tries to create 
some breathing space for his l:[a7 .  

33 ... aS 
Black could not simply wait and see, e .g .  
H . . .  h6 34 .a4 g5 3 5 .g3 gxf4 3 6 .gxf4 h5 
3 7 .M �f6 3 8 .'iltc4 <Jite6 3 9 .<Jitd4 (zug­
zwang) 3 9  . . .  'iitf6 40 . 'iitd5 +-.  

34.bS a4 
Otherwise 3 5  .a4 would follow. 



35.a3 h6 36.h4 :'a5 37.�b4 :'a7 
38.g31  

38 . 4Jxa4? would be much weaker : 3 8  . . .  
l:!.a8 , and the rook achieves its freedom. 

38 ... g5 
In despair, Black sacrifices a pawn, but on 
account of the pitiful .l:[a7 his position was 
in any case lost, e .g .  38  . . .  �f6 3 9 .tbdS + 
�fl 40.tiJc7 with the deadly threat 
4 1 .b6 (40 . . .  b 6  4 1 .cxb6 :b7 42.'�cS) or 
3 8  . . .  hS 39 . �c3 :as (3 9 . . .  �f6 would 
mean just the same: 40 .�c4 c;i;>e6 41 .c;t>b4) 
40. Wc4 &7 4 1 . Wb4 (zugzwang !)  4 1  . . .  
Wf6 42 .tiJdS + 'iitfl 43 .tiJc7 ! (once more 
the rook does not have a single square, 
and now there is the additional threat of 
44.b6) 43 . . .  b6 44.cxb6 l:[b7 4S .c;i;>cS +-.  

39.hxg5 hxg5 40.fxg5 Wf7 41 .tLlc8 
.=.a8 42.lbd6+ c;t>e6 43.tiJxb7 :'g8 

At last the rook can enjoy some freedom. 
But far too late - in view of White' s  
connected passed pawns the pleasure 
will not last for long . 

44.b6 l:[xg5 45.tiJa5 .uxg3 46.b7 
1 -0 

� 7.3 Radulov-Westerinen 
Helsinki 1 9 7 2  

The l:tb7 is condemned to immobility. 
White is planning to open a file on the 
kingside and force the exchange of the 
.l:l.a8 , after which the horrible position of 
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the remaining rook would become even 
more obvious. 

24.f5 e5 25.b4 <t>g7 26J:[e4 h5 
27.h4 :l.g8 28.'�d2 Wh6 29.:'g1 
l:tbb8 

In his desperation Black decides on an 
exchange sacrifice, though he does not 
obtain sufficient compensation and will 
clearly be lOSing. 
But even wait-and-see tactics would not 
have helped, e .g .  29 ... Wh7 30.g4 Wh6 
3 1 .�e2 as l2 .bS i.cs B.Ug2 Wh7 34. 
c;t>f3 Wh6 3S.gxhS �g2 36.lit>xg2 WxhS 
3 7.Wf3 Wh6 38 .1::1 g4 �h7 39.hS .td6 
( 39  . . .  lit>h6 40 .:g8 c;t>xhS 4 1 .tiJd8 :b8 
42 .lih8+ WgS 43 .tiJxfl+) 40.a4 ..icS 
4 1 . .u.g2 ..id6 42.h6 ! �f8 (42 . . .  <t>xh6 
43 . .I:I.g8 �h7 44.l:ra8 and then tiJd8 , and 
the unfortunate rook is lost) 43.1::[g1 �h8 
(43 . . .  �xh6 44.l:[d l and then .!::l.d8-a8 , 
tiJd8 or 43 . . .  Wxh6 44.l:rg8 itd6 4S .l:!.a8 , 
as usual) 44. t2Jd8 l:rb8 4S .tLlxf7+ �h7 
46 .l::lg6 11e8 47 .�e4 l:[c8 48Jhf6+- .  

30.tiJxb8 itxb4+ 31 .c;i;>e2 :xb8 
32.g4+-

� 7.4 Zaichik-Vasiukov 
Telavi 1 9 82  

White has an extra pawn, but the posi­
tion is not just simply won. The active 
position of the l:[a8 has its part to play in 
that circumstance. 
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30.�a7 
This bars the a-file for the opposing rook. 
The same move as in Example 19. 1 !  

30 ... ttJfS? 
Black goes wrong. The correct move was 
30  . . . �a6 1 ,  to bring the rook back into 
the game with . . .  :rc8 . What is important 
is that 3 1 .££1 ? fails to 3 1 . . J:tc8 . 

31 .'iWb71  
After this the rook remains passive. 

31 ... ttJg4 32.�f1 1 
This eliminates the i.b5 , which is 
blocking the passed b4-pawn. 

32 ... ..txf1 33.:xf1 
Actually 33 .  �xf1 , which keeps the black 
rook in its passive position, would look 
even better. But probably White did not 
want to go into the position after 33 . . .  
�xa7 34 .'iVxa7 'iWb5 + 3 5 .'iittg l  'iWxb4. 

33 ... �c8 34.bS .:tc4 
The rook has got into play but much too 
late. The white b-pawn is already too 
strong, and in addition Black can no 
longer activate his queen. 

3S.ttJgS .teS 
35 . . .  l::rb4 3 6 .'i!Vc6+- .  

3S.ttJd3 l:tc3 37.l:c1 1 llxd3 
3 7  .. Jb.c1 +  3 8 .ttJxc 1 would be equally 
hopeless. 

38.':c8 'i!Vxc8 39.'ilVxc8+ �g7 40. 
'iVe8 l:td1 + 41 .�g2 ttJfhS 42.'iVxe7 
l:.d2 43.e4 .l:la2 44.ttJeS+ 1 -0 

� 7 .5 Aronson-Tal 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 9 5 7  

(see diagram next column) 

Here we have a complicated position. 
White has an extra pawn and with the 
exception of his l:ta 1 all his pieces are 
very actively posted. However , the posi­
tion of White's king looks really draughty. 
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2S ... .i.b1 1 
This cuts the l:la l out of the play and in 
doing so also creates the threat . . .  l:e 1 +.  

27 . ..teS 
This does the same to the black bishop 
and in his turn blocks the e-fIle. 

27 . . .  ttJeS 28.'i!VdS 'iVfSI 
Now the threat is mate on £1 - once 
more White painfully feels the 'absence' 
of his J:[a 1 . 

29.�f4 
Now the bishop closes the f-fIle. 

29 ... ttJgSI 
This not only renews the threat of 
. .  J:te 1 + , but also intends 30 . . .  'iVc2 . 

30.'iVb4 
The queen protects e l and attacks the 
condemned �b l ,  which is turning the 
life of the .l:[a 1 into a living hell . 

30 ... .i.e41 31 . .txe4 l:[xe4 
At last .the l:ta 1 has been freed, but too 
late - the activity of the black pieces can 
no longer be reined in. 
Now there are the threats of both 32  . . .  
.ttJf3 + and 3 2  . . .  lle2, and White cannot 
defend against both of them simulta­
neously. 

32 . .l:tf1 l:e2 33.'iVdS 1:txa2 
34.'iVdS 'iVc2 3S.cS l:d8 3S.�dS 
lle8 

White resigned - the penetration of the 
second rook will be too much for his 
position. 



And to close this section. there will 
follow two studies :  

� 7 .6  B.Horwitz 
Conclusion of a study. Chess Monthly 1 8 85  

White has a major advantage in material 
terms. but the black pawns look fright­
ening - principally because the I:th8 and 
the �f8 are ready to rush to their support 
at lightning speed. 

1 .':xfB+1 
Firstly. the dangerous bishop is disposed 
of . . .  

1 ".l:[xfB 2 . .tf71 
. . .  and then White completely paralyses 
the opposing rook. 
The black king is equally condemned to 
immobility on account of . .  .';;tr>c8 ':a8+ .  
A lovely zugzwang position! 

2".d2+ 3.'iti>e2 d3+ 4.'itd1 . 

and White wins .  

Chapter I - Restricting the enemy pieces 

� 7.7 L.Kubbel 
Study. Rigaer Tagblatt 1 909  

1 .�c51 
The only winning continuation - the 
bishop now has two important options . 
�b6 and �a7 .  

1 "..l:lcB 
After 1 ... 'iti>c8 the move 2.i.a71 is decisive. 
since after it Black can move neither the 
king nor the rook. The remaining pawn 
moves are soon exhausted: 2 . .  .as 3 .'�d2 
a4 4.'iti>c3 a3 S .<Ji>b3 a2 6 .'iti>xa2+ - .  
1 . .  J�b 8  loses even more simply: 2 .':'h8+ 
'iti>c7 3 .�d6+ .  

2.�b6+ 'iti>eB 3.�c71 
The second pretty position with the 
domination of the rook. Once more 
Black is left with only pawn moves: 

3".a5 4.�d1 a4 5.'iti>c2 'a3 6.'�b1 1 
But not 6 .'�b3 ? a2 7 .'iti>xa2 l:ta8+ .  and 
Black frees himself. 

6".a2+ 7.'iti>a1 1+-
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Chapter I I  

Create breathing space for your pieces! 

Instead of, as in the previous chapter , restricting opposing pieces, the discussion is now 
about the activation of our own pieces or how the pawns are used for that. 
They can either sacrifice themselves (� Technique Nos. 8-9), blasting open outposts 
(� Technique No. 1 0) or securing them (C> Technique No. 1 1). 

t .�����f!�l9��;��;.:'·· 1 
The temporary pawn sacrifice 

Now, the temporary pawn sacrifice. Every 
chess player knows that in the Queen's 
Gambit the c-pawn is not really sacrificed; 
or there are cases where one offers the 
b-pawn in the knowledge that .i :�b7 is 
always followed by . . .  l:[b8 and . . .  l:[ :�b2 .  
Here are some less trivial examples :  

� 8. 1 Alekhine-Tartakower 
Dresden 1 926  

White has the more active position and a 
lead in development. Consequently he 
should open the centre , but the natural 
1 2 .0-0 (t. 1 3 .f4) is followed by 1 2  . . •  f4 
or even first 1 2  . . . ttJa6 (t. . . .  tLlb4) 1 3 .a3 
f4, and the centre would remain closed. 

5 0  

1 2.f41 
This pseudo-sacrifice allows Alekhine to 
achieve his aim . He first forces the opening 
of the centre and only then does he castle. 

1 2  ... exf4 1 3.0-0 
The �f4 cannot be protected. 

1 3  ... tLla6 1 4.l:[xf4 tLlb4 1 5J:th4± 

� 8.2 Nimzowitsch-Capablanca 
New York 1 9 27  

How should Black continue here? 6 . . .  tZ:lc6 
is scarcely worth considering - Black would 
deprive himself of the resource . . .  c5 . of 
course Black could continue with . . .  tLlbd7 , 
but Capablanca wants to bring about a 
more active position for this knight. 
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6 . . .  cSI 7.dxcS 
After both 7.0-0 cxd4 8 . exd4 ttJc6 and 
also 7.cxd5 cxd4 8 .ttJxd4 eS 9 .ttJ4f3 
'lWxdS Black gets a pleasant game. 

7 ... ttJa6I S.0-0 ttJxcS 9.�e2 b6 
with comfortable equality for Black. 

� 8.3 Kan-Konstantinopolsky 
Sverdlovsk 1 943 

but after 20 . . .  �xfS 2 1 .ttJxfH ttJxfS the 
�f4 would remain a palpable weakness. 
White fmds a way to keep the f-file closed: 

20.eSI dxeS 21 .ttJc21 
Self-evidently not 2 I .fxeS ? ?  f4 22 .ttJdS 
f3 -+. 

21 ... ttJxc2?1  
2 1 .  • •  e4 would lead after 22 .ttJxd4 cxd4 
2 3 .dxe4 l:tbd8 24.'ilVb4 b6 2 S .eS to a 
more or less level position. 

22.�xc2 
Black cannot make his extra pawn count. 
Additionally the l:!.e 1 is now extremely 
active. 

22 ... l:tbdS? 
22 • •  .l:lbe8 was stronger. e .g. 2 3 .lhes 
(23 .'MVc3 ! ?) 23 . . .  b6 24JHe 1 �d7 2 S .  
'iVd2 l:[xeS 26 J:txeS 'iff6 2 7 .WVe3 ;!; .  

23.l:txeS 'iff6 24.l:rfe1 ± 
White will soon be able to rejoice in an 

9 ... cS I 1 0.dxcS extra pawn. because Black has simply too 
1 0.d5 could be followed with 1 0  . . .  ttJa6 much material hanging (�e6. �b7 .  �cS ) .  
D.. . . . ttJc7  with better play for Black. 

1 0  ... ttJa61 
10 . . .  �xc5 1 1 ..te2 with equality. 

1 1 .i.e2 ttJxcS 1 2.0-0 ttJd3 
Black has the initiative. 

� 8.4 Angantysson-Reshevsky 
Lone Pine 1 9 7 8  

The threat i s  2 0  . . .  fxe4 followed by  2 1 . . .  
l:txf4. White could prevent this by 20 .exfS . 

� 8.5 Bareev-Lputian 
Montecatini Tenne 2000 

Here White has two basic plans: central 
play with £'2-f3 . e3 -e4 or the minority 
attack b2-b4-bS (from time to time both 
ideas can be combined) . 
And even if White decides on the second 
plan. it still appears that he must first 
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prepare the advance b2-b4 (e .g .  with 
l:la l -b 1 ) ,  or does he? 

1 0.b4! 
No mucking about! Can you already see 
what happens if Black takes this pawn? 

1 0  ... .txb4?! 
Lputian accepts the offer. In earlier games 
the most frequent reply was l O  . . . a6 , in 
the long run with sad results for Black. 

1 1 .�xf6 gxf6 
1 1  .. :�Wxf6? 1 2 .tt:lxd5 'iVd6 1 3 .'iVa4 
�d7 1 4.'iVxb4 'iVxd5 1 5 .tt:lf4 'iVc6 
1 6 .J::!.fc 1 'iVb6 1 7  . .l:!.ab l .!:tab8 1 8 .'iVc3 +- .  

1 2.tt:lxdSI �xdS 1 3:iVa4 
Now it becomes clear that White recovers 
the material he has sacrificed. 

1 3  ... i.h3 
1 3  . . .  �d7 1 4.'iVxb4±. 

1 4.tt:lf4 'iVaS 1 S:iVxaS �xaS 1 6. 
tt:lxh3 

" ,!"��#1:fl��,tV�i':"9,·,,.l 

In view of Black' s  fragmented pawn 
structure White has a clear advantage. 

Temporary pawn sacrifices can be seen 
in many modern opening variations. Let 
us close with just one example : 

� 8.6 Queen's Gambit Accepted 
Theoretical variation 

1 .d4 dS 2.c4 dxc4 3.tt:lf3 tbf6 4.e3 
e6 S.�xc4 cS 6.0-0 a6 7.a4 tt:lc6 

A well-known position from the 
Queen's Gambit Accepted. The most 
popular continuation here is 

S:iVe2, 
winning back the pawn in the event of 

S ... cxd4 9.J::!.d 1 . , 

The 'simulated ' pawn 'exchange 

Here we are describing the following : 
supported by a neighbouring pawn, a 
pawn advances , allows itself to be 
cap tured by an opposing infantry­
man - and what about the neighbouring 
pawn? 

5 2  

I t  does not recapture - i t  quite suddenly 
pushe's forward! 

The following examples illustrate 
various scenarios in which knowledge of 
this technique is useful : 
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� 9 . 1 Kotov-Gligoric 
Zurich (Candidates' tournament) 1 95 3  

1 1  ... e41 
Plugs e4 for the opposing pieces and 
clears e5 for his own. 

1 2.fxe4 f4 1 3  . .ilf2 tLld7 1 4.tLlg1 
In an effort to exchange off the knight 
which will soon pop up on e5 . 
1 4.eS? !  tLlxe5 1 5 .�xh7+ �h8 with 
threats like . . .  tLlxc4, . .  .f4-f3 , . . .  �g5 
(Brons tein) . 

1 4  ... � g5 1 5.i.f1 tLle5 1 6.tLlf3 
'fIe7 1 7.tLlxe5 'fIxe5 1 S.0-0-0 
tLlf6 1 9.h3 �d7 

With a totally clear conscience! It was 
worth considering 1 9  • • •  a6 20 .i..d3 b5 
2 1 . cxb5 axb5 2 2 .i.xb5 �a6gg.  

20.i..d3 a6 21 .tLlb1 1 
b..tLlb l -d2-f3 .  So Gligoric sacrifices a 
second pawn in order to maintain the 
blockade : 

21  ... f3 22.gxf3 tLlh5 23.tLld2 tLlf4 

Obviously White' s  two extra pawns are 
worthless, because after all they are keeping 
their pieces enclosed as though in a cage ! 
Despite that, it is also difficult for Black to 
make progress without lifting the blockade. 
In the long run Kotov was only just able 
to hold his own (i/2- 1f2/ 4 1  ) . 

An equivalent with reversed colours : 

� 9.2 Romanishin-Polugaevsky 
USSR (rapid) 1 9 82 

1 4.e51 fxe5 1 5.f5 i.d7 1 6  . .ilg5 h6 
16 . • .  e4 1 7 .he4 hg3 1 8 .hxg3± or 16 . . .  

'ilc7 1 7 .f6 gxf6 1 8 .i.xf6 with a strong attack. 
1 7.i.d5+ tLlxd5 

1 7  . . .  <itJh7 1 8 .tLlg6 winning the exchange. 
1 S  . .ilxdS tLle3 1 9. 'fif3 

Black does not obtain enough compen­
sation for the queen. 

� 9.3  Rubinetti-Partos 
Nice (Olympiad) 1 9 74 
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For a promising attack on the kingside 
White requires the advance f4-fS . How­
ever, the immediate 2 1 .fS would hand 
over to the black knight the eS-square. 
What can be done? 

21 .e51 dxe5 22.f51 ..tg7 23.'iWf2 
bS 24.ttJce4 ttJxe4 25.tLlxe4 

Threatening with the wedge pawn 2 6 .f6 
(� Technique No. 12). 

25 . . .  gxf5 2S.'iYxf5 tLlfS 27.'iYh5 f5 
So, it has not come to a blockade on fS , 
therefore immediate tactics follow: 

2S . .tg5 'iYeS 
There are problems in store for example 
with the unprotected position of the 
rook on eS ,  e .g .  after 2 S  . . .  'iYd7 29 J:td l . 

29 . .l:[xf51 'iVxf5 30.ttJfS+ ..txfS 
31 . .txf5 i.xf5 32 . .txfS+-

The motif e4-eS dxeS f4-fs is quite spe­
cially typical of Sicilian positions with 
the 'small ' centre l!,d6/ l!,e6 and of the 
Modern Benoni Defence . 
We continue with an example of each : 

� 9.4 Suba-Csom 
Dortmund 1 9 8 3  

White's attacking plan includes the advance 
f4-fS , but carrying it out immediately 
would be good news for the opposing 
knight, which would at once have avail­
able to it the dream square eS . Thus : 
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1 9.e5 1 dxe5 20.f5 1 tLlfS 
Or 20 . . .  i.cS+ 2 1 .cJ;>h l  exfS 22 . .txfS 
l:rdS 2 3 .ttJe4 with an attack (Suba) . 

21 .fxeS fxeS 22.cJ;>h1 i.c5 23.tLla4 
..td4 24 . .txd4 exd4 25.'iVxeS+ 

The immediate 25.l:hf6! was more precise: 
2S . . .  gxf6 2 6 .'iVxe6+ cJ;>hS 2 7 .'ilxf6+ �gS 
(± Suba) , and then e.g. 2S .tLlxb6 or 2S .l:[e l .  

2 5  ... <it>hS 2S.1:[xfS I �xg2+1 27. 
c,t>xg2 gxfS 2S.1:[f1 1:I.g7+ 29.cJ;>h1 
l:!eS 30.'ilxfS 'iYaS+ 

30 ... Ue3 1  (Suba) , e .g .  3 1 .'iYfS +  'ilxfS 
3 2 .lhfS+ 1:[gS 3 3  . .!lxg8+ r.txg8 3 4. 
ttJb2 , and the outcome of this endgame 
is not yet clear (;;I;; Suba) . 

31 .�f3 'iVxf3+ 32.l:rxf3± 
White could keep a rook on the board like 
this (3 2 . . .  1:[e3 ? 33 Jue3 dxe3 34.tLlxb6+-) , 
which reduces Black' s  counter-chances 
compared to the last note. White won. 

� 9.5 Tukmakov-Norwood 
Reykjavik 1 990 

1 S.e51 
In this example too, before playing f4-fs 
White forces a black pawn on to eS . 

1 S  ... dxe5 1 7.f5 bS 
17 ... e4 1 8 .he4 ttJeS 1 9 .'iYf2 gxfS 20 . .tx£s 
..txfs 2 1  :�xB± was perhaps the lesser evil. 

1 8.dS .t:lb8 1 9.tLld5 i.b7 20.fxgS fxgS 
20 ... hxg6 2 1 .  ttJe 7 + �hS 22 .'iYg4+- .  

21 .ttJe7+ whS 22.'iVg3 
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.. Black is intending . . .  d6-dS , so as to meet 
e4xdS with . . .  eS -e4 or . . .  eSxd4 - includ­
ing the threat of mate on h2. With his 
next move White built in the hope of 
banishing this danger : 

22 ... tLlf6 
This loses by force, but other moves 
could not save the game either, e .g .  22 . . .  
:Xfl + 23 .lhfl e4 24. ttJxg6+ I hxg6 
2S • .tc4 .teS (2S  . . .  tLlf6 26 .'fWxg6+-) 
26. 'iYg4 tLlf6 2 7 .'iVgS + - or 22  . . .  e4 
23 .lhfS +  ttJxfS (23  . . .  �xf8 24.tLlxg6+ 
hxg6 2S .'iVh4+ +-,  23  . . .  �xf8 24.tLlxg6+ 
hxg6 2S . .tgS 'iYeS 26 .'ilVh4+ +-) 
24 . .tc4 a6 2 s JHl bS  26 . .!:!.xfS+ .txfS 
2 7 .�gS 'ife8 2S .d7 ! 'iYxd7 29 .�f6+ 
i.g7 3 0 .tLlxg6+ hxg6 3 1 .'iYh4# . 

23.�h4 'iVxd6 24.tLlxg6+ 'ittg8 
25.i.e4+ .l:tf7 26.i.xf7+ 'ittxf7 
27J,1d1 'fIe7 28 . .l:1.d7+! 1 -0 

Next we have some more tactically 
justified examples of the 'by-passing' 
move : 

� 9.6 Panov-Yudovich 
Moscow 1 93 6  

1 4.dxe5?! 
of course White considered all 'normal' 
replies such as 1 4  . . .  dxeS , 1 4  . . .  tLlxeS and 
1 4  . . .  tLlxe3 - but there is a surprise in 
store for him: 

1 4  • . .  d51  
The pawn simply moves on past and 
attacks the opposing bishop - this gains 
time for the attack on h2 ! 

1 5.exd5 'iYxe5 1 6.g3 �h5 

1 7.h4 .txh41 1 8.�g2 
1 8.gxh4 would be followed by 1 8  . . .  VieS ! 
(not 1 8  . . .  'iVxh4? 1 9 .�f4} 1 9. Wcl  Vih2+ 
20.'ittfl 1:re8 ! ,  after which Black ' s  attack 
breaks through, e .g .  2 1 .dxc6 (or 2 1 .tLle4 
tLleS 22 .'iVd4 �g4-+) 2 1  ... 'iWh3+ 22.�gl 
(22 .'itte2 lhe3+ !  23 .fxe3 'iVhH -+) 22 ... 
ttJeS-+.  Even after the text move things 
should be no better for White. After · 

1 8  ... �f5 1 9.'iYd2 
( 1 9 .�e2 .l:taeS - +  �hg3 , �20 .gxh4 
'iVg6) 

1 9  ... tLlxe3+ 20.fxe3 
(20 .'iVxe3 �h3 +) 

20 ... �f6 21 .'ittg 1  .txe3 22.�xe3 
�e4 

Black could achieve a decisive advantage. 
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� 9.7  Katalymov-Razuvaev 
Rostov-on-the-Don 1 9 76  

Here Black decided on 
31 ... fxg3, 

in the hope of being able to struggle on 
after 32 .fxg3 tbf4!  3 3 .gxf4 �d7 + 34 .  
�f2 lhe8 3 S .l::txe8 +  ..txe8 36 . .I:lg I Ug6 
37 . .I:lxg6 �xg6 despite being a pawn 
down. 
But things continued : 

32.f31 
The pawn heads on past and attacks the 
�g4, which in the end leads to the win 
of a piece . The game did not last much 
longer : 

32 ... �xf3 33.tbxf3 tbf4 
Or 3 3  . .  .l:txf3 34 .�xhS +- .  

34.l:re4 l:te8 3S.l:tae1 1 -0 

� 9.8 Kaev-Chistiakov 
Kiev 1 9 3 8  

S 6  

2S ... hS I? 26.gxhS? 
White falls into the trap ! After the sug­
gestion of GM Marin 26.gxfS exfS 
(26 . . .  gxfS 2 7 .tbxfS exfS 28 .�xfS +- ;  
2 6  . . .  gS 2 7 .f6 or  27 . fxgS would obviously 
make no sense) 27.ltJxf5 !  'iVe6 (27  . . .  gxfS 
28 .'iYxfS + - ,  2 7  . . .  �d7 28 .�h4! +-) 
28 .l::!.g3 ! he could have reached an easily 
won position. 
But White probably believed that the text 
move 2 6 . gxhS would leave his opponent 
with no choice - after all there is only 
one way to recapture the pawn! 

26 ... gS I  
This riposte saves Black - he leaves the 
opposing �hS on the board and uses it 
as a protective shield. 

27 . .I:lee1 ?1  
2 7 .fxgS l::txgSoo .  

27 ... g4  28.�g3 tbd2 29.�xfS?1 
exfS 30.tbxfS 'iVe6 31 .tbd6 tbe4 
32.Uxe4 dxe4 33.fS �dS 34.e6 

34.�e3 �h7+ .  
34 ... e3+1 3S . .I:[g2 '�xe6 36.fxe6 
.!:[xc3, 

and Black won. 

In the closing examples it is once more 
positional considerations which are the 
most important: 

� 9.9 Botvinnik-Keres 
The Hague/Moscow (WCh tournament) 1 948 
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According to Botvinnik 1 3  . . .  �e6 was 
required here, although White would 
also then be better after I 4  . .I:[c 1 .  But 
Black decided on another continuation : 

1 3  ... exd4? 
'Now after every possible recapture on 
d4, Black ' s  last move would be justified: 
1 4. 'iVxd4 tba4, 1 4.exd4 d5 , 1 4.hd4 
�e6 1 5  .l:tb 1 l'tc8 , in every case with 
counterplay' (Botvinnik) . But there is a 
fourth possibility, which Keres probably 
overlooked. 

1 4.e41 
Getting rid of the �d4 can wait .  

1 4  ... �e6 1 SJtc1 1 
White clears the a I -square for the bishop, 
so that after 'iYd I xd4 he need not fear 
the reply . . .  tbb6-a4 with the exchange 
of his strong bishop. 

1 S  ... .l::r.e7 1 6.'iYxd4 'iVc7?1 
I 6  . . .  :'c8 I 7 JIfd I  �c7 I 8 .'iYxd6 
�xd6 1 9 . 1:!.xd6 tbe8 2 0 . l:!.d4 J:lec7±  
Botvinnik. 

1 7.eSI dxeS 1 8.l:!.xcS 
White ' s  initiative is very dangerous . 
After a few moves it is all over . 

1 8  .. :�i'f4 1 9.�e1 'iVb8 20.:'gS 
tbbd7 21 . .I:[xg7+ <;f,;>xg7 22.tbhS+ 
Wg6 23.'iYe3 1 -0 

� 9. 1 0 Jussupow-Tukmalmv 
Ashkhabad 1 9 7 8  

White i s  active o n  the queenside, 
whereas Black has to look for counter­
play on the other side of the board. 
What catches the eye is the difference in 
activity between the queen's bishops : 
the �h2 is extremely effectively 
posted, which can hardly be said of the 
�c8 . 
But Tukmakov finds a possibility to alter 
the course of events : 

1 6  ... f41 1 7.exf4 g41 
By his ' simulated pawn exchange' Black 
has activated the i.c8 and at the same 
time restricted the �h2 . 

1 8.hxg4 
1 8 .h4 tbh5 with good counterplay. 
White could meanwhile meet like with 
like : 1 8.f5 ! 7  gxh3 (after I 8  . . .  �xf5 then 
I 9 .cxd6 cxd6 20 .tbc4 is strong) 1 9 .941 
ttJeS I (Tukmakov) with a very unclear 
position. 

1 8  ... tbxg4 1 9.�xg4 
I 9 .i.g3 dxc5 2 0 .bxc5 e3gg.  

1 9  . . .  �xg4 20Jiae1 dxeS 21 .dxeS 
l:!.ad8 

The difference from the position in the 
first diagram is striking : Black is con­
trolling files and diagonals, and there is 
nothing left of White ' s  queenside 
initiative. 
Compared to that, White' s  extra pawn 
hardly counts at all . 
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� 9 . 1 1 Cabrilo-Farago 
Albena 1 9 84 

White believed that it made no difference 
whether to capture on b5  or on d5 , but 
his opponent's reply taught him different: 

t;ii;t�����,,��·'t1j�Q; ;·�·q :! 

1 6.cxbS?1 
After 1 6.cxd5 cxd5 a complicated and 
roughly level position would be the result. 

1 6  ... cSI 
But the c-pawn does not recapture, it 
moves forward, leaving Black with the 
lovely pawn duo d5/c5 .  After 1 6 .cxd5 
instead of 1 6 .cxb5 Black would naturally 
not have had this option! 

1 7  . .txf6 tLlxf6 1 8.Ufd 1 ?1 
1 8.bxa4 'iVa5@g. 

1 8  . . .  axb3 1 9.'iYxb3 c4 20.'ti'c2 
'ti'b6@G 21 .a4?1  

2 1 .f4 �c5 and now 22 .tLlxc4! ? dxc4 2 3 .  
�xa8 l:txa8 24.a4°o would be interesting. 

21 ... .txg3+ 

Creating an impregnable outpost for a piece 

A lovely active outpost for a piece is in 
Sight, but it must first be secured from 
attack by opposing pawns. 
A frequent and not necessarily spectacular 
procedure - in the following Technique 
No. 1 1, however, we will get to know a 
more dynamic variation of this method! 

� 1 0. 1  Rubinstein-Duras. 
Karlsbad 1 9 1 1 

5 8  

1 8.a41 
With this move White secures the c4-
square for his knight. 

1 8  ... �xg2 1 9.Wxg2 l:teb8 20.tLlc4 
bS 21 .axbS 'iWxbS 22Jla3 tLlg6 
23.:fa1 ± 

White won after 5 2  mqves . <  

� 1 0.2 Van Vliet-Nirnzowitsch 
Ostend 1 90 7  
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According to Nimzowitsch, White should 
now have decided in favour of 

1 5.b41 �b6 1 6.tLlb3 'ife7 1 7.tLld41 
after which the �f4 guarantees the 
impregnability of the tLld4. 

� 1 0.3 Nimzowitsch-Tarrasch 
Breslau 1 92 5  

26 . .  ..!:rdS 27 .tlJd4+ 'iifd6 (27  . . .  'iitd7 2 B .  
tLlc6 , 2 7  . . .  'iitf6 2 B .l:tf1 + 'il.>g6 29 .tLlf3 
l:teB 30 .tLlh4+ +-; 2 7  . . .  'il.>fl 2B .tLlc6 l:[dH 
29 .'il.>f3) 28 .ttJfs+ �d7 (2 B . . .  'il.>e6 29 .  
tLlxg7+  'il.>fl 3 0 .tLlf5 'il.>f6 3 1 .g4 i:[d2+ 
3 2 .'il.>f3 -Uxh2 3 3  . .l:1c6+ +-) 29.1:[g4 'iife6 
(29 . . .  g6 30 . e4!) 30.t2Jxg7+ 'iitfl 3 1 .l:[fI + 
'il.>e7 3 2 .-Uf5 ± .  
Instead of that h e  decided on the prophy­
lactic 

26.l:r 1 c2, 
which was also good - play continued 

26 ... h6  
(aimed against 2 7 .tLlg5 +) 

27.h41 .l:td6 28.h51  
with a clear advantage on account of the 
pawn weaknesses on e5 and g7 as well 
as the out-of-play tLla6 .  

The d4-square would suit White ' s  knight � 1 0.4 Miles-Ligterink 
very well if his opponent were not able Amsterdam 1 9 7 8  

to drive i t  away by means o f  . . .  e6-e5 . 
20.f41 lahd8 21 .tLld4 f6 22.a4 e5 

Tarrasch does not want to put up with 
the opposing knight on d4 any longer, 
but after the subsequent exchange the 
�e5 turns out to be weak - a logical 
consequence of f2-f4. 

23.fxe5 fxe5 24.tLlf3 'il.>e6 25.b4 b6 

And here Nimzowitsch could already 
have won a pawn with 26 • .l:!.e4I , e .g .  

22.:1 c2 tLle4 23.f41 'il.>e7 24.l:tc7 
. a6 25.tLld4 'il.>f6?1  

2S . . .  .!hc7 2 6 Jhc7+ was stronger and 
then not 2 6  . . .  'il.>f6 ? !  2 7  .tLlf3 ± �tLle5 , but 
2 6  . . .  'il.>eB !;!;; . 

26.b4 h6 
2 6  . .  ..l:[xc7 2 7 .lhc7 b5 2 B .tLlf3± .  

27J:txd7 l:[xd7 28.'it>f3 tLld6 29.l:lc6 
White won a pawn and soon afterwards 
the game. 
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� 1 0.5 Botvinnik-Chekhover 
Moscow 1 93 5  

9.tbd4 
'This manoeuvre was played in a 

game by Nimzowitsch. White is 
intending 1 0.f4, but if the second 
player drives this knight back to D 
by 9 . . .  cS, White goes on to carry 
out the standard plan of cxdS fol­
lowed by d2 -d4 ' (Botvinnik) . 

After this statement, is there anyone who 
still doubts the usefulness of a study of 
the games of the old masters? 

9 ... dxe4?1 
Botvinnik criticises this decision and 
thinks that 9 ... c5 would have been better. 

1 0.bxe4 tbe5 1 1 .f41 
The first player prevents . . .  e6-eS and 
with this move further strengthens the 
strong central position of the tbd4. 
On the other hand, 1 1 .tDf3 (t>.tLles , d4) 
was not advisable in .view of 1 1 . . .tbd3 . 

1 1  ... 'fIe7 1 2.tbf31? 
Now . . .  tbcS -d3 is no longer possible and 
the white knight is aiming for eS . 

1 2  ... UdB 1 3.'fIe2 tbed7 1 4.d4 e5 
1 5.tbe5 bS 1 S.�d3 exd4 1 7.exd4 

White has the initiative . 

In the final example the post on f4 has 
already been created. In fact the constel-
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lation tbf4/ �h4 i s  found very frequently, 
quite often with the pawn chain d4-e3-
f2.-g3-M. 
This formation often smothers any 
counterpla y and itself creates the 
opportunity for all sorts of niggles : 

� 1 0.6 Petrosian-Spassky 
Moscow (20th WCh game) 1 969 

Moreover , we shall look at an earlier 
phase of this game as � Example 42. 1 ! 

35.tbf4 l::Id8 3S.tbd3 .tfB 37.tLlfe5 
::teB 3B.l:!.e3 J..e7 39.tbf4 J..fS 40. 
tbed3+-

After this little shell game with the 
knights there is the threat of tb b4 as well 
as tbxdS ; so the loss of a pawn is un­
avoidable. 

Here is an opening variation which -
with reversed colours - has as its aim the 
creation of such an outpost for a knight : 

1 :e4 g6  2 . d4 �g7 3 .tbc3 c6 4.f4 dS 
S .eS hS ! ?  6 .tbf3 tbh6 7 .�e3 J..g4 8 .�e2 
e6 9 .'fId2 tbd7 1 0 .g3 ( 1 0 .h3 ? !  �xf3 
1 1 .i.xf3 h4 and the white pawns are 
fixed on unfavourable squares) 1 0 . . .  �f8 
I l .h3 J..xf3 1 2 .i.xf3 tbfS 1 3 .J..f2 i.b4 
( 1 4.g4? ! tLlM) etc. 
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!:: : . .  :¥��".�j9.��·.·.·�(1; ·�¥i . .  j 
Blasting open outposts 

The counterpart to Technique No. 1 0: a 
nice possible outpost for a piece, mostly 
for the knight, is for the moment still 
under the opponent's  control, but the 
obstacle (e .g .  a �f4,  which is guarding 
eS) can, however, be blasted away. 
Sometimes a temporary pawn sacrifice is the 
way to achieve this (see e.g. Example 1 1.3): 

� 1 1 . 1  Pillsbury-Chigorin 
St. Petersburg 1 895  

8 ... fS I7 
An interesting and very aggressive con­
tinuation. Black wants to get rid of the 
�e4 at any cost (exchange it or force it 
to advance) in order to secure for his 
knight the lovely outpost square dS . 

9.eS? 
. 

A positional mistake - Black now achieves 
his aim without problems. 9. i.c4 
�h4+ 1 0 .g3  �h3 leads to sharp play. 

9 ... tLle7 1 0.a3 �aS 1 1 .�c4 �dS 
1 1 . . .tLldS ! ?  

1 2.'iVa4+ c6 1 3.i.d3 'iVb6 
1 4.i.c2 'iia6 1 S  . .td1 i.c4 1 6.f4 
0-0-0 1 7.i.e3 tLldS=F 

� 1 1 .2 Smyslov-Botvhlllik 
The Hague/Moscow (WCh tournament) 1 948 

, 
The black position looks very suspicious 
- both his knights are very passive, 
whilst White has a lovely pawn centre . 

1 9  ... fS I 
Th� only possibility to change the course 
of the game - Black wants to force the 
exchange or the advance of the �e4, so as 
to conquer the dS-square for the tLlb6 .  

20.tLlcS 
Later, the stronger 20 .l::te·l ! was discovered. 

20 ... fxe4 21 .'iVxe4 
2 1 .tLleS Vi'B n.tZJxb7 tLlb4 23 .'i1ie2 tLl4d5°o. 

21 ... tLlxcS 22.dxcS tLldS 

6 1  
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Now the black knight is occupying a lovely 
central post. Despite that, White is still 
slightly better thanks to his superior pawn 
structure but his advantage is limited. 

� 1 1 .3  Bondarevsky-Smyslov 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 9 5 0  

Black could at least temporarily secure 
an extra pawn with 2 7  ... bxa5 , but when 
one considers the power of his opponent 
in the centre with the c- and d-pawns 
this would not appear very advisable, 
and at the same time the doubled a­
pawns look rather sickly. For that reason 
Smyslov takes a different decision : 

27 ... bSI 
Instead of capturing on as Smyslov 
himself sacrifices a pawn (although, as 
will soon become clear, this is only a 
pseudo-sacrifice) . No matter whether 
White takes on bS . or not, the �c4 is 
disposed of and Black will have· con­
quered the dS-square. 

28.cS 
Bondarevsky declines the offer and pre­
fers to count on his passed c-pawn. After 
28.cxbS axbS 29 .tbxbS 'iVdS 3 0 .'iYfl 
lhc l 3 1 .l::t.xc l �a6 3 2  . .u.cS �xbS 3 3 .  
lhbS 'iYxd4+ 34 .'�h l  tbe4 Black would 
have recovered his material and had a 
lasting initiative. 
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28 ... 'iVd81 29.l:�a1 b4 30.tbe2?1 
30.ttJa4- .6.t2Jb6 was stronger (30 . . .  'iYxaS ? 
3 1 .tbb6) . 

30 ... �e4 31 .'iVh3 i.c2 32Jl:f1 b3 
33:iVc3 tbdS 

34.'i9b2 tbe3 3SJUe1 
3 S  . .!:!.f3 ? tbd l -+ .  

3S ... 'iVdS 36.tbf3 
3 6 .tbf4 was inadvisable on account of 
3 6  . . .  'ige4-, e .g .  3 7 .t2Jg4- (3 7 .g3  l:!.fd8-+ 
3 8 .Wf2 'iYxd4 3 9 .'iYxd4 .l:I.xd4 40.';i;)xe3 
l:te4+ 4 1 . 'it>d2 b 2 ) 3 7  . . .  tbc4 3 8  . .l:I.xe4 
tbxb2 3 9  . .!:.e3 l:I.fd8-+ .  

36 . .  JUe8+ 
Black is visibly dominating the play. 

Really typical of this manoeuvre is the 
apparently risky . . .  g7 -gS ! in the Sicilian, 
so as to free the eS-square for the knight : 

� 1 1 .4 Tarnowski-Boleslavsky 
Debrecen 1 9 6 1  
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The ttJc6 would like to go to eS ,  which 
for the moment is still being prevented 
by the �f4. 

1 3  ... gSI 1 4.h4 
After 1 4.fxg5 ttJeS 1 s . 'fV e3 ttJfxg4 
1 6 .hg4 ttJxg4 1 7 .'iVg3 ttJeS Black has a 
comfortable game. 

1 4  ... gxf4 1 S.i..xf4 hSI? 
15 . . .  tbe5 ? !  would still be premature on 
account of 1 6 .�xeS dxeS 1 7 .gS ttJg8 
1 8  . ..thS with an initiative for White. 
But 1 5  . . .  e5 was possible : 1 6  . ..tgS ttJd4 
( 1 6 . . .  ttJxg4?? 1 7 .ttJdS +-)  1 7  . ..txf6 i..xf6 
1 8 . 0 -0-000.  
Another interesting move is 15  . . .  h6 1 ?  , 
e .g .  1 6 . 0-0-0 ttJeS ( 1 6 . . .  eS 1 7 .ttJdS 
ttJxdS 1 8 . exdS oo) 1 7  .�xeS dxeS , after 
which Black has the bishop pair and is 
exerting good control over the central 
squares. 

1 6.gS ttJg4 
He simply wants to control the eS -square 
with both knights ! Understandably White 
does not wish to allow that. 

1 7.�xg41 hxg4 1 8.Wf2? 
A serious mistake. The correct move was 
1 8.0-0-0 ttJeS 1 9 .i..xeS (gives up the 
second bishop so as not to have to put 
up with an opposing knight on eS , 1 9 .  
'iVd4! ?) 1 9  . . .  dxeS 20 .Wb2 ,  and in spite 
of Black's  bishop pair the position 
would remain unclear. 

1 8  ... ttJeS 1 9.�xeS dxeS 
Now the white king is st�rting to feel 
quite insecure . 

20.'ifi>g3 ..tcS 21 .�xg4 
Courage or gallows humour along the 
lines of 'a dying man can eat anything ' ?  
of course this cannot save White. 

21 ... �d4 22.!tad1 
n.l:th3 �xc3 B .ttJxc3 fs + ! - + .  
n .ttJxd4 exd4 B .ttJe2 eS+  24 .Wf3 fS ! 
with a decisive attack. 

22 ... i.xc3 23.ttJxc3 fS+ 24.gxf6 
:g8+ 2S.liith3 

2 S .WhS �c6 ! -+ .  
2S ... �xc3 26.hS �bS 27.'ii'xc3 lhc3+ 
28.Wh4 l:tcg3 29.h6 1:3g6 0-1 

� 1 1 .5 Milos-].Polgar 
Sao Paulo 1 99 6  

At  first glance White i s  better - he  has 
totally completed his development, he 
has an advantage in space and is threat­
ening a dangerous pawn storm on the 
kingside. But . . .  

1 3  ... gSI 1  
Just like in the previous example , with 
this advance Black conquers the eS -square 
for her knight. 

1 4.fS , 
1 4.fxg5 co:uld be followed by 1 4  . . .  lbe5 
l s .iVh3 (not l s .iVf4? hxgS 1 6 .'iWxgS 
l:[g8-+) l S  . . .  ttJfxg4 1 6 .g6 �6 1 7 .gxf7+ 
Wxfl , 'and with control over eS and the 
g-file Black is better ' - Frank Zeller in 
Sizilianisch im Geiste des Igels. (The 
Sicilian in the spirit of the Hedgehog) 
But there is the simpler 14 . . .  hxgS and 
then l S  . . .  ttJeS with good play. 

1 4  ... ttJeS 
Black sticks to the subject! According to 
Zeller 14 ... e5 l S .ttJb3 hS ! is also good. 

1 S.�h3 
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l s . ViVg2 <ottd7 ! 1 6 .h3 h5 ! with the ini-
tiative . 

1 5  ... �d7 1  
' The king secures the centre' (Zeller) . 

1 6.�e2 

What now? 1 6  . . .  t2Jxe4- is followed by 
1 7  .ttJxe4 �xe4 1 8 .fxe6+  fxe6 1 9 .a4 ! 
with the initiative for the pawn. 
But the lady fmds a far better continua-
tion. 

1 6  ... h51 
It turns out that Black is in total charge 
and the position of ttJe5 is playing an 
extremely important part in that. 

1 7.fxe6+ fxe6 1 8.gxh5 
Or 1 8 .hgS hxg4 1 9 .'iYe3 .l:th3=F 
(Polgar) . 

1 8  ... g4 1 9.'iYg2 l:txc31 
But not 1 9  . . . .!hh.S ?  20 .ttJxe6 ! <ottxe6 
2 1 ..l:r.xf6+ .txf6 22 .�xg4+oo.  

20.bxc3 i.xe4 21 .'ii'f2 ,ttJxh5 
The threats are both the simple 2 2 . .  .i.h4 
winning the queen and also the 'pretty 
2 2 . . . g3 !  2 3 .hxg3 ttJf4! 24.'iVxf4 l:!h l +  
2 5 .�f2 .l:th2+ 2 6 .Wg l .!:[g2+ - + .  

22.i.f4 g3 1  23.hxg3 
23 . .ixg3 ttJxg3-+ .  

23 ... ttJxf4 24.'iVxf4 l:!h1 + 25.�f2 
:!.h2+ 26.We3 i.g5 27.�xe4 
i.xf4 28.gxf4 l:[h3 1  29.ttJxe6 
�xe6 

And White resigned. 

It is not only pawns which are protect­
ing squares which can be eliminated; 
that can happen to pieces too. In the 
following example Black holds out at 
first, but the weakness of e5 cannot be 
denied in the long run: 

� 1 1 .6 Botvinnik-Konstantinopolsky 
Sverdlovsk 1 943 

Here Black can no longer control with 
his pawns the outpost square e6 after 
which White is lusting ,  but his knight is 
guarding the said point. 

1 3.i.b5 1 
The intention is clear : the ttJc6,  which is 
controlling e5 , is to be swapped off so as 
to follow up with ciJf3-e5 .  

1 3  ... ttJg51 
For his part Black wants to exchange the 
ciJf3 before the latter can get to e5 . 

1 4.�xc6 ttJxf3+ 1 5. 'ii'xf3 bxc6 
1 6.'iVf4 1 l:tae8 1 7.0-0 

. Now Botvinnik plans l:Hl -e I , after 
which the ttJc3 sets out on the long 
march to e5 . of course it is quite un­
derstandable that Black does not want to 
see the game proceed along these lines . 

1 7  ... e51? 1 8.'i'xe5 'ii'xe5 1 9.dxe5 
l:[xe5 20.f41 

Directed against . .  .f5 -f4 .  
20 .. J�e7 
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Black has changed the pawn structure 
with the advance . . .  e6-eS , but the new 
situation is also anything but favourable 
to him - his dark squares are weak, d4 
is a wonderful square for the opposing 
knight or king and it is easy to spot the 
difference in the activity of the minor 
pieces .  

21 ,llfe1 �feS 22Jlxe7 I:.xe7 
23.Wf2 Wf7 24 . .l::td 1 1 

Aimed against . . .  dS -d4. After 24Jie l ?  
l:rxe l 2S .�xe l Black could get out o f  the 
clinch :  2 S  . . .  d4! 2 6 .lLle2 �e6 2 7 .tiJxd4 
<it>dS with counterplay. 

24 ... l:teS 25 . .l::td2  h6 26.oUe2 l:[bS 
27.We3 �b3 2S.Wd4 

2S ... �f6 29.lLla2 l:!.bS 30.b4 g5 
31 .g3 gxf4 32.gxf4 a6 33.lLlc3 

�gS 34.a4 l:[g4 35J1f2 .te6 36. 
b5 axb5 37.axb5 cxb5 3S.lLlxb5 
1:[g1  39.lLlc3 Wf7 40J�b2 l:.f1 
41 .lLle2, 

and White won. 

In the closing example Black targets his 
play on the conquest of dS : 

� 1 1 . 7  Kortchnoi-Karpov 
Moscow (3rd match game) 1 9 74 

1 O ... �xc31 1 1 .i.xc3 dxc41 1 2.'iVxc4 
.ta6 1  

This forces the exchange of  White's 
good bishop. 

1 3.�a4 .txf1 1 4.l:!.hxf1 'iVd5 
Black has a good game. 

6S 



Chapter I I I  

The clash between pawn formations 

This short chapter is not intended to cast doubt on Nimzowitsch' s  ground-breaking 
reflections on pawn chains . The intention is rather to introduce some methods in­
volving the clash of pawn formations on the Danks . 

. " . . . . _ - . . . .. . . .  __ . . .  _ - . .  

i::- _�t�lfhl1(i;j���N9J(�-#i!;:- -1 
Attacking the pawn triangle 

Let us first explain what is meant by the 
concept of the 'pawn triangle' .  
We are talking about formations con­
sisting of three neighbouring pawns in 
which the middle one is on the seventh 
rank whereas the other two are on the 
sixth rank : 

Here we can see two black - pawn 
triangles : a6-b7 -c6 and e6-f7 -g6 .  

Let us now add to our chess vocabulary with -

another two new concepts : the ' incom­
plete' triangle and the 'extended' triangle. 
In the following diagram the pawn con­
stellation a6-b7 -c7 is an 'incomplete 
triangle' - here the c-pawn is not on c6 
but on c7 . 

6 6  

The pawn duo f7 -g6 can also be described 
as an incomplete triangle - for it to be 
'perfect' it lacks the pawn on e6 .  

The pawn formations a6-b7-c5 and e5-
f7 -g6 are 'extended' triangles - the c­
and e-pawns are not on the sixth but on 
the fifth rank. 
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After the advance of the attacking pawn 
from the fifth rank the following two 
possibilities arise : 

• 'Driving in a wedge' (another con­
cept ! )  - the attacking pawn takes 
another step forward on to the sixth 
rank. 

• File opening - the attacking pawn is 
exchanged and thus an open file for 
the attack is created. 

Moreover, this alternative will be seen 
again in the subsequent chapter on the 
rook pawn, where the creation of a po­
tential passed pawn (� Technique No. 
14) fits in with the hammering home of 
a wedge or otherwise the file is opened 
(� Technique No. 15). So it could be 
said that the advance of the rook pawn is 
a special case of the attack on the triangle ! 

In the first diagram the attack on the 
triangle a6/b7 /c6 consists of b2-b4-b 5 ,  
and, according t o  what follows, b5-b6 
or  b5xc6 (or b5xa6) . If  White attacks 
the triangle e6/fl Ig6 ,  then it would be 
f4-f5 and then f5 -f6 or else f5xg6 (or 
f5xe6) . 
In the second diagram the attack on the 
'incomplete ' triangle a6/b7 /c7 consists 
of b4-b5 followed by b5-b6 or by b5xa6.  
On the right-hand side against fl I g6,  by 
f4-f5 and then f5 -f6 or f5xg6 .  

. 

Third diagram: here the attacking pawns 
are already on the fifth rank. Next comes 
b5-b6 or b5xa6 , or on the right f5 -f6 or 
f5xg6 .  

In  all this please note the following :  the 
attack on a triangle on the queenside is 
mainly aimed at file-opening, with the 
attack on a kingside triangle the 'driving 

in of a wedge' is however more frequent,  
since this is generally linked to threats of 
mate (naturally, insofar as the defending 
side has castled kingside) . 

� 1 2. 1  Smyslov-Keres 
The Hague/Moscow (WCh 

match tournament) 1 948 

1 1 .l:tab1 
Smyslov is planning the minority attack 
- namely using b2-b4-b5 as a battering 
ram against the ' incomplete triangle' a7-
b7 -c6 , so as  to weaken the opposing 
pawn structure on the queenside and to 
open the b-file . 
Moreover, we already saw a similar po­
sition in � Example 8. 5, and we shall 
again take up the subject qf the 'minority 
attack' under Technique No. 25. 

1 1  ... tbg6 1 2.b4 �d6 1 3.b5 �d7?1 
A stronger move is 1 3  ... h6 14 . ..txf6 
'ilxf6 with counterplay on the kingside . 

. 1 4.bxc6 
File opening . 

. 1 4  ... �xc6?1 
1 4  . . .  bxc6i. 

1 5.'iVb31 
The threat is 1 6  . ..txf6 �xf6 1 7 .tbxd5 . 

1 5  ... �e7 1 6.�xf61 �xf6 1 7.�b5 1 
'iVd6 1 S.l:tfc1 h5 1 9.tbe2 h4 20. 
�xc6 bxc6 21 .1Wa4 tbe7 22.l:[b7 

6 7  
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On account of Black's  weaknesses on a7 
and c6 White clearly has a superior 
position. 

� 1 2 .2 Botvinnik-V.Sherbakov 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 95 5  

With his next move Botvinnik begins his 
attack on the 'extended triangle' eS -fl ­
g6 .  

9.f41 c6 
So as to prepare . counterplay on the 
queenside with . . .  b7 -bS . 

1 0.h31 ttJe6 
Or 1 0  . . .  a6 I 1 .fS ! .  

1 1 .fS I ttJd4 1 2.g4 
The start of the second phase of the 
attack - the exploitation of White ' s  f­
pawn which has forced its way into the 
opposing triangle eS -fl -g6 .  

1 2  ... ttJe8 1 3.i.e3 a6 1 4JW d2 bS 
1 S.i.gS 

6 8  

1 S  ... i.f6? 
I S  . .  .f6 ,  to prevent the further advance of 
the f-pawn, would have offered Black 
better chances of survival. 

1 6.�xf6 ttJxf6 1 VLlxd4 exd4 1 8. 
ttJe2 'iYb6 1 9.cxbS axbS 20.'iVh6 
i.d7 21 .gS ttJhS 22.ttJf4 ttJg7 23.16 

After this driving home of the wedge, 
Black resigned. 

� 1 2.3 Averbakh-Tolush 
Leningrad (USSR Ch) 1 95 6  

23 ... f4 
The 'extended triangle ' e4-f2.-g3 is at­
tacked. Now Black plans . . .  gS -g4. 

24.ttJf3 i.h6 2S.l:[ae1 gS 26.�c1 
·'ijfhS 

26 . . .  g4 2 7 .ttJh4 'il'hS 2 8 .f3 ! ?  would have 
been less clear. But now there is the threat 
of 27 . . .  g4 and if 28 .ttJh4, then 28 . . .  i.gS-+. 

27.gxf4 
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Now Black could have been satisfied 
with the opening of the g-file - after 
27 . . .  gxf4 6. . . .  �h8 . . . .  l:!.g8 it can hardly 
be imagined that White will survive. 
The game continued 

27 ... g4 2S.ttJxe5 
(a despairing attempt to escape his op­
ponent ' s  attack with a knight sacrifice) 

2S ... dxe5 29.fxe5 slxc1 30.l:t.xc1 
'iYxe5 31 .bxc5 tLlxc5 32.'iYb1 ttJh5, 

also with a won position. 

� 1 2 .4 Jussupow-Sveshnikov 
Ashkhabad 1 9 7 8  

1 5.f5 1 
A typical situation in the Scheveningen 
Variation of the Sicilian Defence : White 
attacks the triangle e6-f/ -g6 .  
The alternative i s  e4-e5 . sometimes also 
as a pawn sacrifice (¢ Technique No. 9, 
Example 9. 4) e4-e5 d6xe5 f4-f5 . ' 

1 5  ... e5 1 6.i.e3 �hS 
After 16 .. .  liJxe4 1 7 . ttJxe4 �xe4 1 8 .f6 �d8 
1 9 .c4! ( 1 9 .�h4 'iVxc2 ! ?) the black king 
is in great danger in view of the threat of 
'ifu4-h6. whereas 1 6  ... he4 is very danger­
ous on account of 1 7.&g6 . e .g .  1 7  . . .  &g6 
( 1 7  . . .  hxg6?  1 8 .i.g5 + - .  1 7  . . .  ..txg6 1 8 . 
J::[xf6 �xf6 1 9 .ttJd5 �d8 2 0 .i.b6 �h4 
2 1 .�xd8 �xg3 2 2 .�f6 h6 2 3 .hxg3 ±) 
1 8  • .l:W'6 hf6 1 9 .ttJxe4 'iVxc2 20 .'iVg4±. 

1 7..tg5 ttJxe4 1 RttJxe4 he4 1 9.f61± 

Driving in a wedge. The further course of 
the game shows a typical way to attack -
in the long term Black cannot guard 
against the changing threats. 

1 9  ... �dS 20.�d3 ..tc6 21 .�h4 
'iVd7 22 . .!:tae1 

Threatening lIe3 . 
22 ... �b6 23.i.e4! 

This prepares 'lWh6 and then l:t.f3-h3 . 
23 ... h5 

After 2 3  . . .  �xe4 24 . .:i.xe4 h5 2 5 .�c 1 ! 
nothing can save him from the threat of 
mate with 'iVg5-h6-g7# .  

24.�f51+- 'iVdS 25 . ..td21  
6.'iVg5-h6+ .  

25 ... :eS 
25 . . .  �a5 2 6 .�xa5 'iVxa5 2 7 :'/i'g5  <Ji>h7 
28 .'iVxh5 + and then mate . 

26.�g5 <Ji>gS 27.�xg6 1 -0 

� 1 2 .5 Hecht-Hiibner 
Germany Bundesliga 1 9 79/80  
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1 0  ... f4 1 
Hubner begins the attack on the 'incom­
plete triangle' e2-fl.-g3 and at the same 
time prevents the manoeuvre ttJe3 -dS . 

1 1 .ttJd5 ttJxd5 
1 1 . . .gS ! ?  

1 2.cxd5 ttJe7 1 3.l:tb1 ? 
White under-estimates the danger of his 
opponent's attack on the kingside and 
takes too long to act. 
According to Hubner 1 3 .e3? !  would be 
followed by the thrust 1 3  . . .  gS (b. . . .  g4) , 
with an unpleasant position similar to that 
in the text. Correct was 1 3.b4, he continues 
with 1 3  ... b6 ( 1 3  . . .  cxM 1 4.d4 ttJ£5 I S .dxeS 
dxeS 1 6 .ttJxM ttJd6°O) 1 4.bxcS bxcS 1 5 .  
ttJa3 b.ttJc4 - in this case White could 
hope for counterplay on the queenside. 

1 3  ... g51 1 4.e3 
He is intending I S .d4, but he weakens 
the f3 -square. into which Black will 
soon hammer his wedge. 

1 4  ... ttJg6 1 5.d4 cxd4 1 6.exd4 
i..f5 1 7.dxe5? 

1 7 .l:!.e l ! ?  l:!.c8+ Hubner . 
1 7  ... f31 1 S  . .th1 

1 8 .i.xf3 i..xc2 costs a piece. 
1 S  ... .txe5 1 9.�xe5 ttJxe5-+ 

White is playing without his bishop, so 
in theory the position is lost. 

f,�., •.. '-.'-_ _  .T:fi�hniql!tiWbi-}i3 ·1 
: ,  . . .  : . .  � . . . : 

The following preventive occupation of 
a me leads to the measures gone into in 
more depth in Technique No. 13: 

� 1 2.6 Textbook Example 
from Nimzowitsch 

White plans to prepare an attack with 
c4-cS on the b6-cl -d6 triangle by means 
of a2-a3 , b3 -b4. As compensation for 
that, Black is planning to obtain counter­
play on the a-file - which he can open 
after b3 -b4. 

1 .. J:[a71  2.a3 l:!.fa8! 3.'iVb2 'iVd8 4. 
b4 axb4 5.axb4 't1rVbS 6.Iifb1 WfS 
7.c5 bxc5 S.l:[xa7 l:[xa7 9.bxc5 
�xb2 1 0.l:r.xb2 ':a3 1 1 .l:r.c2 

The actively posted- black rook makes up 
for White' s  advantilge in space. 

Prophylaxis against menacing pawn formations 

The attack on the pawn triangle is fre­
quently a component of the clash on 
both wings - one side is attacking on the 
kingside and the other on the queenside. 
In the present section we do not wish to 
make a subject of the contest on two 
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flanks. I t  i s  more about four related 
methods of standing up to the opponent 
on 'his' wing. Thus, for example, in 
structures in which Black routinely 
attacks with . . .  f7 -fS-f4, White often has 
an effective counter in f2-f4 ! '  
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1) Hitting the junction 

This is how we describe the courageous 
occupation of that point which the op­
posing pawn anny is absolutely aiming 
for in its advance - for example in the 
attack e41f4/ g4 against the triangle 
e6/f7 / g6 this is the f5 -square: 

� 1 3 . 1  Broman-Tukmakov 
Barcelona 1 965  

1 3.g4 
White is planning f4-f5 with an attack on 
the triangle e6-f7 -g6. Tukmakov opposes 
this threat by 'hitting the junction' :  

1 3  ... f51 1 4.gxf5 exf5 1 5.tiJg3 �d7 
1 6.J:l.f2 ]:tbea 

Black has good counterplay. 

� 1 3 .2 Rubinstein-Alekhine 
Semmering 1 92 6  

White has just played 9 .b4 s o  a s  to at­
tack the ' extended triangle' b6-c7 -d5 by 
means of c4-c5 . 
Alekhine offsets this by 'hitting the junc­
tion' - which in this constellation also 
turns out to be an effective method 
against a threatened attack on the 
triangle :  

9 ... c5 1 1 0.bxc5 bxc5 1 1 .dxc5 
�xc5, 

and Black obtained an easy game. 

� 1 3 .3  Gulko-I.Zaitsev 
USSR 1 9 68  

Black is hoping for counterplay by . .  .f5 -
f4 with an attack on the triangle e3-fl.-g3 . 

1 4.f41 
Once more we see a pla}ler 'hitting the 
junction' :  White prevents the advance of 
the opposing f-pawn, which underlines 
the passive position of the �d7 and the 
1:1f8 . 

. 1 4� .. gxf4 1 5.exf4± . 

2) Botvinnik's first method: 
e.4xfS g6xfS f2-f41 

Here we turn our attention to positions 
of the King ' s  Indian type, in which the 
attack on the triangle with . .  .f5 -f4 has a 
major part to play : 
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As Botvinnik was the first to demonstrate, 
in this constellation White can often 
bring Black' s  kings ide initiative to a 
standstill by e4xfS -gxfS , f2-f4 and in 
certain circumstances even become 
active in that part of the board himself: 

� 1 3 .4 Botvinnik-Boleslavsky 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 940 

This position arose from the King ' s  
Indian Defence. White ' s  plan normally 
consists of preparing b2-b4 in order to 
then execute c4-cS (tlIe typical attack on 
the pawn triangle ! ) . 

1 4  ... f5 
This advance is equally typical of the 
present pawn structure - Black wants to 
get counterplay on the kingside. 
Botvinnik' s  reaction is remarkable : 

1 5.exf5!? gxf5 
On 1 5  . . .  �xf5 Botvinnik was intending 
1 6 .ttJxcS dxcS 1 7 . g4 !± .  
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1 6.f4! ttJxd3?1 
A positional inaccuracy. 
'Probably Boleslavsky was dissatisfied 
with the position after 1 6  . . . e4 1 7. liJf2.  
on account o f  the idea of g3 -g4. But in 
that case he would have retained his 
strong ttJcS . '  (Botvinnik) . 
of course, after 1 6  . . .  e4 White could also 
decide on 1 7  . liJxc5 , but after 1 7  . . .  dxcS 
Black obtains control over the d4-square 
and in doing so deprives White of the 
important option i.e3 -d4. (cf. the posi­
tions with a �cS as in Example 13.7) 

1 7.lIVxd3 e4 1 S:iVd2 
'All the commentators evaluated this 

position as better for Black, which 
in my view is a misunderstanding. 
There is no contesting White s 
queenside advantage, since he is 
the only one who can become 
active there (a2-a3, b2-b4, c4-cS). 
The passed e4-pawn does not rep­
resent a danger, as long as there is 
not a pawn ending. As for the weak 
!Jg3, I do not see how it can be 
attacked effectively'. (Botvinnik) 

And in addition, in some variations 
Black has to reckon with g3 -g4. 

1 S  ... 'iVf6 1 9.1:If2 .td7 20.lad1  
lIVg6 21 .ttJe2 ttJf6 22 . .id4 l:IaeS 
23.'iVe3 h6 24.ttJc3 l:tf7 25 . ..tf1 
�h7 26.i.e2 h5 27 . .l:tg2 i.h6 
2S.l:If1 l:tgS 29.IUf2 
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29 ... i.g7 
Here Botvinnik suggests the following plan: 
. . . .tf8, . . .  1:[fg7 ,  . . .  'lWh6 .  According to him 
'after it White would at least be somewhat 
limited in what action he can take ' .  
But can this idea actually be  implemented? 
For example ,  29 . • •  .if8 is immediately 
followed by 30.g4! (.6.g4-gS) , and 
30 • . .  hxg4 fails to 3 1 .hxg4 ttJxg4 (or 
3 1 . . .fxg4 3 2 .i.xf6 'ifxf6 3 3 .tLlxe4+-) 
32 • .hg4 fxg4 3 3 .:hH �6 34.l1xh6+ !  
�xh6 (34  . . .  'ifxh6 3 S Jlh2+-) 3 S .fS +  
�h7 3 6 .:h2+ +-. 

30.a3 
White has secured his kingside with the 
previous long manoeuvres and is now at 
last ready to turn to the execution of his 
main plan b2-b4. 

30 .. . h4? 
Boleslavsky forcibly opens the kingside, 
but this action turns back on him like a 
boomerang .  He would have done better 
to have waited. 

31 .gxh4 'ifh6 32.1:[g51  �xh4 
33.:fg2 .i.e8 34.:xf5, 

and White won. 

Now back to the pawn structure which 
had arisen after move 1 7  (in order to be 
able to better generalise, we have moved 
the white g- and h-pawns and also the 
black a- and b-pawns back to their 
starting squares) : 

As the game we have seen clearly 
showed, this pawn constellation can 
cause Black certain headaches. So 
Botvinnik's  idea of £'2-f4 (after e4xfS­
g6xfS) can sometimes be met not with 
. . . eS -e4, but with the exchange on f4. 
But this means that the �fS is isolated 
and can in certain circumstances turn 
into a weakness, e . g . : 

� 1 3 .5 Gheorghiu-Ree 
Sochi 1 9 7 6  

1 1  ... f5 1 2.exf5 gxf5 1 3.tLlxc5 
tLlxc5 1 4.f4 exf4 1 5  . .txf4 tLld7?! 

1 5  . . .  .td7 , I S  . . . tLle4. 
1 6:iVd2 tLle5 1 7  . .th6 �xh6 

1 7  . . .  �f6 ! ?  
1 8.'ifxh6 �d7 1 9.1;1f2 · 'iff6 20. 
'iVxf6 J:[xf6 21 .:af1 l:taf8 22.tLle4 
:6f7 23.tLlg5 :f6 24.tLlh3 tLlg6 25. 
tLlf4 tLlxf4 26J::rxf4 Wg7 27.�d3 

,.. 
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Thanks to his pressure on fS White has a 
clear advantage. Now - in agreement with 
the principle of the two weaknesses - he 
can prepare a pawn storm on the queenside, 
whilst his opponent will continually have 
to be worrying about his isolated pawn. 

27 ... b6 28.l::[e1 .ti8f7 29.l:.e3 �U8 
30.wf2 U8f7 31 .b3 l:rt8 32.a3 
:8f7 33 . .l:.ef3 :tf8 34.we3 1:[g6 
3S.g3 l:h6 36JU2 :hf6 37.�d4 
l:rh6 38.b4 axb4 39.axb4 .l:!.hf6 
40 . .l:!.a2 �6f7 41 .l:a7 i.c8 42.cS, 

and White won. 
Of course, it is in no way the case that 
White automatically holds the better cards 
in the structure after eSxf4 - thanks to 
his good control over the central squares 
and his active pieces Black often obtains 
dynamic counterplay. 
The isolated fS -pawn can, under certain 
circumstances (e .g .  in the event of an 
exchange of pieces on eS)  later acquire a 
neighbour and then we will suddenly 
see the pawn duo eS+fS ,  e .g . : 

� 1 3 .6 Czebe-Sutovsky 
Budapest 1 99 3  

1 .d4 tLlf6 2.c4 g6 3.tLlc3 �g7 
4.e4 d6 S.tLlf3 0-0 6.i.e2 tLlbd7 
7.0-0 eS 8.dS tLlcs 9.'li'c2 as 
1 O.�gS h6 1 1 .�e3 tLlfd7 1 2.tLld2 
fS 1 3.exfS gxfS 1 4.f4 
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14  ... exf4 1 S.�xf4 tLleS 1 6J:tae1 
Wlf6 1 7.ltJf3 �d7 1 8.tLlxeS dxeS 
1 9.i.e3 'ifd6 

In later games 1 9  . • •  b6 1 ?oo has also been 
played at this point. 

20.tbbS 'iWb6 21 .a311 
2 1 .�hl is stronger. 

21 ... a4 22.wh1 f4 23.i.g1 e4 
24.�hS? 

24. i.xcS 'iYxcs 2 S .'iVxe4 I:laeSgg. 
24 ... e3+ 

But if in the position after e4xfS /g6xfS 
followed by n (f3) -f4 the black c-pawn 
should be on cS , the reply . . .  eS -e4 clearly 
becomes more powerful compared to 
positions with the pawn on c7 : 

Here the following factors favour Black : 

• White cannot occupy the d4-square. 

• Should White become active by 
means of b2-b4, then Black can play 
. . .  b 7-b6 to make any further expan­
sion on the queenside more difficult 
or even to thwart it altogether. 

• In positions with the pawn on cS it is 

not rare for Black even to seize the 
initiative on the queenside himself 
by means of . . .  b7 -bS . 
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� 1 3 . 7  Volkov-Minasian 
Istanbul (European Championship) 2003 

1 .d4 g6 2.c4 �g7 3.e4 c5 4.d5 
d6 5.ttJc3 ttJf6 6.h3 0-0 7.ttJf3 e6 
8.�d3 ttJa6 9.0-0 e5 1 0.�g5 h6 
1 1 .�e3 ttJh7 1 2.ttJh2 f5 1 3.exf5 
gxf5 1 4.f4 

1 4  ... e41 1 5.�e2 �d7 1 6  . .I:[f2 ttJc7, 
and thanks to the idea of . . .  b7 -b5 Black 
achieved good counterplay. 

Sometime Black does not play the advance 
. . .  c7 -c5 till after . . .  e5-e4. of course in such 
cases he has to reckon with d5xc6 e.p. : 

� 1 3 .8 A.David-Nataf 
Paris 2004 

14 . . .  e4 1 5.�e3 c51 1 6.dxc6 
The best continuation. Should White not 
take the �c5 , Black would obtain active 

play, e .g .  1 6. ttJc2 ttJg4 ! ?  1 7  . .id2 ttJb4 
1 8 .ttJe3 �d7 1 9 .a3 ttJd3 20 .�xd3 exd3 
2 1  . .I:I.f3 �d4 with the initiative for Black. 
After the text move White plans to put 
the �d6 under pressure, but Black 's  
excellent control of the centre promises 
him considerable counter-chances . 

1 6  ... bxc6 1 7.'tWd2 ':'b8 1 8.l:f.d1 ':'d8 
1 9.b3 i.e6 20.ttJc2 c5 21 .ttJb5 

2 1 .g4 d5 with counterplay. 
21 ... d51  22.'iVa5, 

and here the position after 
22 ... 'fib7 

would have remained double-edged, 
e .g .  23 .cxd5 ttJxd5 24. �c4 �b6 (00 
Avrukh) 25 . �d2 ttJdc7 26. 'iVxb6 axb6 
27 .ttJe3 l:U'8 28 .ttJd6 �d4 with com­
plicated play. 

If in positions with the black pawn on 
c5 and after fl-f4/e5 -e4 the ttJc3 were 
only protected by the �b2 , then there 
would often be an extra option for Black, 
namely to exchange this knight for the 
i.g7 and thus force b2xc3 , after which 
the i.e3 is notably restricted. For relevant 
examples see � Technique No. 4, The 
bishop cage. 

And finally , a very subtle fi!xample : 

� 1 3 .9 Geller-Langeweg 
Amsterdam 1 9 70  
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The standard 1 8.f4 can easily be met by 
1 8  ... exf4 ( 1 8  . . .  e4? ! 1 9  . .,Lg7 lbxg7 20.g4!) 
1 9  . ..ixg7 Wxg7 20.gxf4 (White is 
planning 2 1 .'tWc3+)  20 . . •  c,i;>g8 ! 6. . . . 'iVM 
and Black has counterplay. But Geller 
finds a possibility to get in £'2-f4 under 
dearly more favourable conditions .  

1 S  . ..tf31 
First the lbhS has to be exchanged -
then after £'2-f4 eSxf4 the reply l:[fl xf4 
is possible . 

1 S  .. .'iVgS 1 9  . .txhSI 'iixhS 20.f41 b4 
20 .. . e4?? 2 1 ..ixg7 Wxg7 22 .'iic3+  +- .  
20 . . .  exf4 2 1 .i.xg7 Wxg7 22 .lhf4±. 
20 . . . ltJb7 2 UxeS dxeS 22 .lbg2 l:tae8 
2 3 .lbf3 ± . 

21 .fxeS I  dxeS 22.lbg2 
Black does not have sufficient resources 
to oppose the white pressure against eS . 

22 ... l:taeS 23.lbf3 

23 ... f4 
What else? 23 ... e4 is followed by 24 . .ixg7 
Wxg7 2S .'iVb2+ �g8 2 6 .lbeS · �c8 
2 7 .d6 l:td8 28 .'iVd2 .!e6 29 .lbf4 with a 
strategically winning position. 

24.gxf4 exf4 2S . .txg7 wxg7 
26.l:r.xeS i.xeS 

2 6  . . .  'ifxe8 2 7 .'iid2+- .  
27.'tWe4 lb b 7  2S.�e7+ 'iff7 
29. 'tWxf7 + 1 -0 

In view of 29 . . .lhf7 3 0 .l1e l Wf8 3 1 .  
lbgs +- or 29  . . .  i.xf7 3 o .lbxf4+- :  
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3) Taimanov's prophylaxis 

The plan which can be traced back to 
Taimanov of g2-g3 , lbf3-M is frequendy 
a very effective prophylactic measure in 
the King ' s  Indian pawn structure against 
the advance . . .  f7 -fS ; especially if the 
light-squared bishop can help out. 
But it is not about mechanically pre­
venting . . .  f7-fs . White often encourages 
his opponent to play . . . f7 -fs so that he 
can immediately hit the sore spot: 

� 1 3 . 1 0  Taimanov-Geller 
Zurich (Candidates' tournament) 1 953 

White intends to gain space on the queen­
side with b2-b4, whereas Black's coun­
terplay is linked to . . .  f7 -fS with an attack 
on the kingside ( .. .fS -f4, . . .  g6-gS-g4 etc.) . 

1 1 .g311 
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A very interesting idea. Before White 
starts his operations on the queenside, 
he takes prophylactic measures against 
the black attack on his king . With his last 
move he takes control of the h4-square, 
in order to render more difficult the 
counter-thrust . . .  £7 -fS by means of ttJf3-
h4 or to totally prevent i t .  In addition, in 
certain circumstances the possibility of 
i.fl -h3 might now be useful. 

1 1  ... ttJfS?1 
1 1 . .  . .I:[f8 looked better. 

1 2.a3 ttJg4 1 3.ttJh4 a6 
1 3  . . .  f5 ? 1  fails to 1 4.exfS gxf5 1 5 .�3!  
(this threatens 1 6 .ttJxfS) 15  . . .  'iVf6 1 6 . 
ttJe4! fxe4 1 7  . ..txg4 ttJg6 I S  . .txcS 
ttJxh4 ( I S  . . .  l:taxcS 1 9 .ttJxg6 'tWxg6 
20 .'tWe2±) 1 9 .1:txe4 lIaxcS 2o .J:hh4 e4 
2 I .l:tb I ,  after which Black does not have 
sufficient compensation for being a pawn 
down. 
After 1 3  . . .  M6 Bronstein suggests 1 4.f3 !  
..txh4 I S  . gxh4 ttJf6 1 6  . ..tgS 'iitg7  1 7 . 
'iVd2 , after which the dark squares on 
Black' s  kingside appear very susceptible . 
With the text move 1 3  . . .  a6 Geller pre­
vents the move ttJc3 -bS which is very un­
pleasant in some lines, but he weakens 
the b6-square . Taimanov now starts his 
main plan - the attack on the queenside: 

1 4  . ..td2 h5 1 5.h3 ttJf6 1 6.b4 b6 
1 7.bxc5 bxc5 1 S.l:tb1 ttJ6d7 1 9. 
'iVa4 

White has already achieved quite a lot 
on the queenside, whilst Black still has 
no counterplay - the result of the 
prophylaxis g2-g3 , ttJf3-h4. 

� 1 3 . 1 1 Petrosian-Hort 
Wijk aan Zee 1 9 7 1  

In this example too, White works on his 
prophylaxis against . . .  £7 -fS , before he 
himself aims for b2-b4. 

1 6  . .th31 'iVb7 
This prepares . . .  ttJb6. After 16 . . .  f5? 1 7  . 
exfS gxfS l S .ttJh4 the �fS would be lost. 

1 7.ttJd 1 1 
With two ideas : 
• ttJd I -e3 , aimed against . .  .£7-fS .  
• The preparation of b2-b4. 

1 7  ... ttJb6 
Here too 1 7  . . .  f5 was bac;l. : I S .exfS gxfS 
1 9 .ttJh4 ttJb6 20 .ttJe3 f4 2 1..�. xcs l:txcs 
22 .  ttJefS , and in view of the weakness of 
his light squares on the kingside Black' s  
situation i s  not an enviable one . 

. 1 S  . ..txcS 'iVxcs 
Now Black is hoping to at last achieve 
some counterplay with . . .  £7 -fs - but he 
has been fooling himself: 

1 9.tlih41 
This move cuts across his opponent's 
intentions: 19 . . . f5?1 is followed by 
2o . exfs gxfS 2 1 .  ttJe 3 , and in no way 
does Black get the counterplay he was 
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hoping for on the kingside, but rather he 
has incurred further problems with the 
�fS or on the light squares in general . 

1 9  ... ttJc7 20.ttJe3 'it'h3 
Here 20 .. . 61 would, on account of 2 1 .exfs 
gxfS (or 2 1 . . . gS  2 2 .ttJg6 l:H7 2 3 .M with 
a strategically winning pOSition) 22 .ttJexfS 
l:[xfs 2 3 .'it'e4-, lead straight to a loss .  
Now, after Black has been deprived of all 
opportunities for counterplay, there fol­
lows the breakthrough on the queenside. 

21 .b41 ttJd7 
Or 2 1 .  . .  cxb4 22 . .txM ttJc8 (22  . . .  .l:lfd8 
2 3 .�xd6 1::txd6 H.cS .!:tf6 2 S .'iVg4- !+-)  
2 3 .cS dxcS H . .txcS .uxb l +  2S  . .!lxb l 
J::td8 26 .l:I.b 7 + - .  

22.bSI axbS 2 3  . .!la7 .!lfc8 
24 . .taSI ttJb6 

24-. . .  ttJe8 2 S .cxbS would be even more 
unfavourable. 

2S.cxbS 
White has a major advantage and quickly 
won. 

� 1 3 . 1 2  G.Kuzmin-Tal 
Leningrad (Interzonal tournament) 1 9 7 3  

Here White does not manage to get in 
ttJf3 -h4- before Black plays . . .  f7-fS ,  but 
after . . .  f7 -fs too,  this knight manoeuvre 
turns out to be very effective . 

1 2.g31 fS 1 3.ttJh41 'iVf6 1 4.exfSI 
gxfS 1 S  . .tb21 
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The �fS i s  a cause of great worries -
Black has to reckon with both �e2-d3 
and also £'2-f4- b.f4xeS .  

1 S  ... b6 
I S  . . .  'iVgS 1 6 .f4- exf4- 1 7 .Ihf4 .td4+ 
1 8 .Wh l ttleS 1 9 .'iVc2±.  
15 .. .  'flo 1 6  . .thS 'iVf6 1 7  .ttJg6 l:tf7 1 8 .f4-!±. 

1 6  . .td3 e4 
The ex-world champion does not like 
the way the game is going and goes in 
for a double-edged queen sacrifice . 
But it is hard to recommend a better course 
to Black here , e .g .  the 'normal' 1 6  .. :iVgS 
fails to the variation 1 7. �c1 f4 ( 1 7  . . :iV g4-
1 8 .ttJxfS !+-) 1 8. ttJe4 'iVd8 1 9.ttJg6 � 
20.bxcS lLlxcs 21 .lLlxcS bxcS 22.gxf4 �3 
(22  . . .  exf4- 2 3 .Wh l + - b.l:lg l )  H.fxeS 
heS (23 . . .  .txfl H.e6+-) 24.'iVhS hf"l 
2S .ttJxeS dxeS 2 6 .�xf1 'iVf6 2 7 .i.e3 
with a strategically winning position. 

1 7.ttJxe4 'iVxb2 1 8.l:lxb2 fxe4 1 9. 
.txe4 �xb2 

And here Kuzrnin could have got a 
decisive advantage by means of 

20.'it'c2 
e.g. 20 ... ttJdf6 (or 2o . . .  M6 2 1 .�7+ Wh8 
22 .ttJg6+ Wg7 23 .ttJxf8 ttJxf8 H.�fS+­
Kotov) 2 1 . 'iVxb2 ttJxe4 n:iVc2 ttJ4f6 
H.l:Ie l +- .  

4)  Botvinnik's second method: 
undermining the strength 

of • • .  f5 with h2-h4-h51 

This method makes an easy transition to 
Chapter IV, the ode to the power of the 
rook pawn. 
But before we continue with this , we 
should point out another possibility of 
absorbing the power of the attack by the 
triangle with . .  .fs -f4- :  the 'padlock' with 
g2 -g4, ¢ Example 21. 3. 
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In positions of this type Black is aiming 
for . . .  f7-f5 . If White does not react, there 
generally follows . . .  f5 -f4 and then . . . g5-
g4 with an attack. But if  White decides to 
play e4xf5 , then Black normally recaptures 
with . . .  gxf5 , after which his pawn duo e5 / 
f5 can become very dangerous (but just 
think of 'Taimanov's prophylaxis' ! ) ,  and 
in addition there is the semi-open g-file. 
Botvinnik' s  idea is as follows : after h4-
h5xg6 the active plan . . .  f7 -f5 becomes 
less strong. Firstly, because then after 
h5xg6/h7xg6 ,  e4xf5 /g6xf5 the black 
king is very exposed and secondly, 
because after the exchange on g6 Black 
can no longer play . . .  h7-h6 and so the 
white knight (or sometimes the bishop) 
can occupy a threatening post on g 5 .  

� 1 3 . 1 3  Cvetkovic-Strikovic 
Yugoslavia 1 98 8  

After 8.0-0 f5 Black would obtain good 
chances , but : 

8.h41 f5 
8 . . .  llJf6 (first of all takes leave of the 
idea of playing . . .  f7-f5)  9 .�e3 tZlg4 
1 0 .i.d2 c6 ( 1 0  . . .f5 ? ! l 1 .h5 ! )  l 1 .tZlg5 h5 
1 2 .f3 tZlh6 1 3 . g4, and White has the 
initiative on the kingside , Lautier­
Jussupow, Belgrade 1 99 1 .  

9.h5 tZlc5 
Or 9 . . . llJf6 1 0 .hxg6 hxg6 ( 1 0  . . .  tZlxg6 
1 1 .i.d3) l 1 .tZlg5 , and White has , as was 
sketched in the preamble , occupied the 
g5 -square. 

1 0.tZlg5 
1 0.hxg6 tZlxg6 ! ?  with prospects of piece 
play . 

1 O ... h6 1 1 .b41 tZlxe4 1 2.tZlgxe4 
fxe4 1 3.hxg6 tZlxg6 1 4.g31  

This prevents . . .  tZlf4; there i s  no hurry to 
recover the pawn on e4. 

1 4  ... �f5 1 5.�e31 
After 1 5 .�xh6 �xh6 1 6 .l::I.xh6 e3 ! Black 
achieves counterplay. 
1 5 .�e3 prevents any counterplay, the 
black minor pieces are ineffective , and 
White can recover his pawn at any time 
on e4 or h6 . 

� 1 3 . 1 4  Van den Doel-Sosonko 
Rotterdam 1 99 7  
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The same principle with reversed 
colours : Black takes advantage of the fact 
that he has not yet castled: 

9 ... h51 1 0.f4 
1 0.h4 g5 1 1 .hxg5 �xg5 1 2 .f4 (or 
1 2 .tDf3 �e7 b. . . . M) 1 2  . . .  i..e7 and then 
. . .  h5-M Motwani . 

1 0  ... h4 1 1 .tDf3 
1 1 .g4 h3 ! 1 2 .�f3 exf4 1 3 .tDxf4 ttlde5+ .  

1 1  ... h3  
After 1 1  . . .  hxg3 1 2 .tDxg3 White obtains 
some play for his pieces. 

1 2.�h 1  ttlf6 1 3.tDd2? 
1 3 .neS tDg4 1 4.e6 ! ..txe6 l S .tDf4 with 
chances of equality. 

1 3  ... tDg4 1 4.tDb1 
1 4. ttJc4 b5 was hardly any better. 

1 4  ... g5 1 5.�f3 
After 1 5 .f5 tDh6 and then . . .  g5 -g4 White 
would practically have to manage without 
the �h 1 ;  later Black could become active 
on the queenside. 

1 5  ... gxf4 1 6.gxf4 1:[gS+ 
With a clear kingside initiative. 

� 1 3 . 1 5  Kortchnoi-Botvinnik 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 95 2  

White is planning tDd3 and f2-f4, but 
because f2-f4 can be met with . . .  tDg4, 
White would still first have to play h2-h3 . 

1 5  ... h51  

8 0  

Aimed at stopping the idea mentioned. 
Now 1 6.h3 is strongly met with 1 6  . . .  M! .  
But Black i s  planning . . .  h5 -h4 in any case. 

1 6.ttld3 h41 1 7.c5 
1 7 .f4? fails to 1 7  . . .  tDg4, e .g .  1 8 .'ifb3 
hxg3 1 9 .hxg3 exf4 20 .'fixb7 fxg3 
2 1 .'fixa8 'iYM 2 2 JHe l �f4! 23 .'tWd5 
�e3 + 24..lhe3 tDxe3 - + .  

1 7  ... 'iVe7 1 S.tDc4 hxg3 1 9.hxg3 
..tc7 20.b4 

20.f4 tDg4 2 1 .�f3 exf4 2 2 .gxf4 'ifM 
with an initiative on the kingside for 
Black. 

20 ... b5 21 .tDd2 i..c6 22.J::!.ae1 g61  
Now a further advantage of . . .  h5 -h4xg3 
becomes clear : Black is threatening to 
start an attack on the king down the 
open h-file with . . .  Wg7 and then . . .  l:r.h8 . 

23.tDb3 
Kortchnoi senses the danger and decides 
in spite of everything on the plan with 
f2-f4, but first he takes aim at the ,0,d4. 
The alternative 23 .�f3 (so as, after Wg2 , 
to bring the I:[fl to hI ) could not solve 
White' s  problems : 2 3  . . .  Wg7 24.Wg2 g5 ! 
2 5 .l:Ihl g4 2 6 .�dl l:r.h8+.  

23 . . .  Wg7 24.f4 tDg4 

25.fxe5 l:tadS 
25 . . . tiJe3?! 2 6 .'iYf2 ttlxfl 2 7 .tDxrl4 tDxg3 
2 8 .'ifxg3 , and suddenly White has strong 
play in return for the exchange. 

26.�b2 tDxe5 27.tDf4 
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This leads to a difficult position, but what 
could one advise White to do? After 
2 7.ttJxd4 lhd4 2 8 .'iVxd4 lId8 29 .tbxeS 
l:lxd4 3 0 . tbxc6 'iVd7 3 1 .tbxd4 �xd4+ 
3 2 .�h2 'iVc3 too, it would not be so 
simple for White to hold his position. 

27 ... tbc4 28.'iYf2 �eS+ 
The bishop pair, squares for his pieces 
(eS , c4, e3) , white pawn weaknesses on 
g3 (29 .tbdS ? !  'ilVgS ! )  and e4, the passed 
d-pawn is more dangerous than the l!,cS 
which is cut off from any support - all 
these were factors in Black's  favour. 

� 1 3 . 1 6  Portisch-Larsen 
Sousse (Interzonal tournament) 1 96 7  

1 S.h41 
Although . . .  f7 -fs has already been played. 
it is still not too late for h3 -h4-hS ! 

1 S  ... 'iYc4 1 6.hSI fxe4 
1 6  . . .  f4? would fail to 1 7 .hxg6 hxg6 
1 8 .'iVg4+- .  

1 7.'iVd1 1? 
1 7. 'if g4 was weaker on account of 1 7  . . .  
tbef6 1 8 .'ilVe6+ l:!.f7 1 9 .'ilVxd6 ( 1 9 .hxg6 

hxg6 20 .'iYxd6?  �f8 2 1 .�e6 .l:te8) 
1 9  . . .  �f8 2 0 .'iYe6 J:[e8 2 1 .'iVh3 �Moo. 

1 7  ... gxhS 
After 1 7  . . . ttJef6 Portisch suggests 1 8 .h6 
..ih8 1 9 .�h3 tbcs 2 0 .�e3± .  

1 8.'iYxhS tbef6 1 9.'iVh4 tbcS 20. 
�e3 .l:tac8 

20 . . . ttJxd5? 2 1 .tbxdS 'iYxdS 22 .M! . and 
on account of 22  . . .  tbe6? 2 3 .i.xe4 Black 
loses his knight without sufficient com­
pensation. 

21 . .l:tfd1 
In spite of the extra pawn the black posi­
tion is really difficult. 
White possesses the bishop pair and 
emphasises the insecure position of the 
black king by means of .th3 -fS and then 
g3 -g4-gS or �g l -g2 ,  lId l -h l . At the 
same time , the l!,e4 is also causing Black 
worries . 

21 ... �h8?1 
Why? 

22 . .th3 .l:[c7 23 . .tfS bS? 
This should lead to an immediate loss . 
But in view of the threat of g4-gS 
Larsen' s  situation was difficult in any 
case. 

24.'uac1 
This threatens 2 S .b3 'iYM 26 .tbxe4 as 
well as the immediate 2 S.tiJxH. 

24 ... tbd3 
24 .. . 'i!fb4 2 S .tbxe4 'iYxb2 2 6 .tiJxd6+- .  
After 24  . . .  tbd3 Portisch could a t  once 
decide the game in his favour after 

. 2S.b3 'ilVb4 26.::txd3 
e .g .  26 . . .  aS 2 7 .tbxe4 l:txc 1 + 2 8 .�xc l 
'iYe 1 +  29 .�g2 'iYxc l 3 0 .tiJxf6+- .  

8 1  



Chapter IV 

The rook pawn - an underrated fighter 

Bent Larsen once very appositely stated that whenever he did not have a clear plan 
available, he would simply move a rook pawn. 
In any case, most players always link the rook pawn with the idea of the 'airhole' or 
with that of protection from a bishop pin on b4/g4 or b5 /g5 , but back in Technique 
No. 1 we got to know an effective way to employ this particular chessman. 

In this chapter we will highlight a few more things : h2-h4-h5 (or a2-a4-a5) ,  and then: 
• Either h5 -h6 (a5-a6) with the creation of the potential passed pawn (¢ Tech­

nique No. 14) 
• or h5xg6 (a5xb6) , so as to attack down the open file which has arisen (¢ 

Technique No. 15). 
Deciding between these two techniques is not always simple. However, reading this chap­
ter should give the reader a little more certainty as far as this question is concerned. 
On the other hand, the setting up of the wave-breaker f2/g3 /h4 (¢ Technique No. 
1 6) tends to be more of a defensive technique. 

r:',1:iI���iji9��.�\�#k�;�';!::! 
The potential passed pawn is created! 

Now let us turn to the 'potential passed 
pawn ' :  

What i s  the purpose o f  the march of the 
pawn to a6 ,  although a black counterpart 
is still blocking its way forward? 
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Well , sometimes a support point i s  re­
quired for a piece (in the constellation 
above, for example ,  "b7 could be un­
pleasant in the late middlegame) , or - in 
the case ofh4-h5-h6 and kingside castling 
- threats against the king will occur . 
However , the 'potential passed pawn' on 
.a6 is most important in the endgame: if 
the barrier on a7 falls (or there could be 
a sacrifice on b6) , what there is at once 
is a dangerous (because it is so far up 
the board) passed pawn. 
Nevertheless ,  the advance to the sixth 
rank can start in the middlegame or even 
in the opening - in the hope of a future 
favourable endgame : 
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� 1 4. 1  Levenfish-Bogoljubow 
Moscow 1 924 

1 .tbf3 tbf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 dS 4.b3 
�e7 S.�b2 0-0 6 . .tg2 

6".aSI? 7.0-0 
Alternatives are 7 .tbc3 or 7 .a3 . 

7".a4 S.d3 
8 .tba3 ! ?  

S".c6 9.tbbd2 tba6 1 0.d4 a31 
The 'potential passed pawn' has been 
created. Therefore, better was 1 0 . 'iV c 1  ! ?  

1 1 .�c3 bSI 
In order to support the �a3 and to gain more 
space on the queenside . And the closer it 
gets to the endgame, the more White 
will feel the weakness of the �a2 and the 
strength of Black:' s 'potential passed pawn' . 

1 2.cxbS cxbS 1 3.tbb1 b4 1 4  . .td2 
�d7 1 S.tbeS i.bS 1 6.�gS h6 
1 7  . .txf6 .txf6 1 S.tbd2 'iVb6=F 

This was the final position of this game.: 

White is down by an exchange and after 
40 . . .  ,Uc l ,  as was played, he also loses the 
a2-pawn. For that reason he resigned. 

In the next game middlegame and 
endgame motifs go hand in hand -
uprooting the tLlc3 offers a starting point 
for dynamiC operations for Black and these 
finally - thanks to the leitmotif of the 
'�a3 ' - lead into an easily won endgame: 

� 1 4.2 Liuboshits-Boleslavsky 
Minsk 1 95 5  

9."aSI 
Black wants to drive away the tbb3 , 
which is controlling the important 
central square d4, by further advancing 
his a-pawn. But I can heaD your objection, 
' surely this move weakens the b6- and 
bS-squares? '  How can White exploit it? 

1 0.i.e3?1 
l O .a4 is stronger , though after l O  . . .  tbb4 
t4e· knight occupies a niCe square. 

1 0."a41 1 1 .tbd2 
After 1 1 .tiJcl exf4 1 2 .�xf4 Black obtains 
comfortable play ( 1 2  . . . .te6, 1 2  . . .  tLleS ) .  

1 1 ".a31 
With this move Black undermines the po­
sition of the tbc3 . And after the practical­
ly forced reply the pawn is promoted to 
the rank of a 'potential passed pawn' . 
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1 2.b3 ltJd41 1 3.ltJc4 
1 3 . hd4 exd4 1 4.ltJdS ltJxdS l S .exdS 
'iVaS with an initiative for Black. 

1 3  ... b51 1 4  . .txd4 
A better try was 1 4.fxeS ltJxe2+ 
l S .'iVxe2 bxc4 1 6 .exf6 �xf6 1 7 .'iVd2=F .  

14  . . .  exd4 1 5.ltJxb5 ltJxe4 

1 9  ... �fxdO 20.tLJc7 .txc41 21 .bxc4 
.!::.a4 22 . .l:tad1 ? 

As though hypnotised. White exchanges 
more pieces. which plays right into his 
opponent's hand. 
His position was in any case lost .  e .g .  
22 .ttJdS .tcS + 23 .Wh l l:[xc4 24 .Ud l 
l:f.b8 ! D. . . .l:!b2-+ .  

22 .. .l:bd1 23 . .l:.xd1 l:xc4 24Jld7 
.itc5+ 25.wf1 .!::.xc2 2S.UdO+ .tfO 
27.ttJd5 f5 0-1 

The l":,a2 falls ( 28 .ttJM llb2) . after 
which the black a-pawn decides the 
struggle . 

"fr � 1 4. 3  Tolush-Bronstein 

1 S  . .tf3 
After 1 6. tDxd4 dS 1 7  .�f3 ( 1  7 .  ttJeS �cS 
1 8 .ttJef3 ttJc3 1 9 .'iVd2 ttJxe2 + 20 .'ihe2 
i..a6+) 1 7  . . .  i..cs 1 8  .�xe4 dxe4 1 9 .c3 
�a6 Black would have more than mere 
compensation for the pawn he has 
sacrificed. 
1 6 .ttJcxa3? would be pretty bad : 1 6  . . .  dS 
1 7 .ttJb l  'iYb6 1 8  . .itd3 �a6 1 9 .a4 ( 1 9  . 
.txe4 d3 + 2 0 .Whl dxe4-+) 1 9  . . .  �xbS 
20  . .itxbS d3 + 2 1 .Wh l  ttJfl+ n Jhfl 
'iVxf2 2 3 .'iVxd3 �f6 24.c3 l:[fe8 !-+ .  

1 S  ... d5 1 7.i.xe4 dxe4 1 0.'iVxd4? 
1 8 .ttJxd4 ..tcS 1 9 .c3 .ta6 would 
transpose to the variation we have just 
seen with 1 6 .ttJxd4 etc . •  which would 
doubtless be the lesser evil. 

1 0  ... .taS 1 9.'iYxdO 
The nearer the endgame approaches . the 
clearer the strength of the l":,a3 becomes. 
But what else could one advise White to 
do? 1 9 . 1Dcd6 is in any case followed by 
1 9  . . .  .tf6 20 .'ife3 (20 .'iYxe4 'iYb6+  -+) 
2 0  . . .  .itxa l 2 1.l:txa l  fS . and Black is 
clearly winning. 
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Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 944 

1 9  ... h51  20.a5 h�1 21 . .ta3 
After 2 1 .h3 tLJe6 and then . . .  tLJgS a 
knight or a bishop sacrifice on h3 
(which would be very unpleasant for 
White) is in the offing. 

21 ... h31 .  22.g3 ttJOh71  23.ttJd2 
ttJg5 24.b5 'if eS 25.tLJa4 .tg41 

Bronstein aims to exchange the .te2 , 
after which the weakness of the light 
squares in the white camp becomes 
critical . 

2S.�d1 
26 .�f1 'iYfS D. . . .  .tf3 . . . . ttJg4 with dan­
gerous attacking threats . 
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26 .. . 'iVf5 27.1l.e7 �xe2 2S.'iYxe2 
l:!.dcS 29.�xf6 �xf6 30.ttJc5 b6 
31 .axb6 axb6 32.lhaS l1xaS 
33.ttJa6 �e7 34.�f1 l:teS 35.'ifd1 
.!3.xe1 36.'iVxe1 

White may have managed to escape a 
mating attack, but in the endgame 
which has now arisen Black has at his 
disposal a very strong trump card - the 
'potential passed pawn' on h3 , and it 
will decide the game ! 

36 ... �g7 
The immediate 36 . . .  M 3 7 .ttJxf3 could 
be followed by 3 7  . . .  'iYxf3 3 8 .'iVc8 + ,  
after which the �h3 falls . Despite this 
Black could have gone in for this varia­
tion, because after 3 8  . . .  c;t;>g7 3 9 .'ifxh3 
'iYhl +  40.'it;>e2 'iVb l !  4 1 .'iVd7 'iYd3 + 
42.'wtte l  �a3 ! !  43 .'ifxd5 �b2 !  the white 
king finds itself in a mating net . 
But, of course, it was anything but simple 
to calculate such a variation accurat�ly 
during the game - and possibly during 
time trouble . 

37.'iVc7 
A very pretty variation would be 3 7. � e 1 
�d6 3 8 .'ifc6 ttlf3 + !  3 9 .ttlxf3 exf3 
40 .c;t;>d2 (40 .'iVxd6 'iVd3 - +) 40 . . .  �xg3 ! 
4 1 .tDc7 �xf2 42 .'iVxd5 �g3 !-+ .  

37 ... �f6 3S.ttJb4 ttJf3 39.ttJxf3 
'ifxf3 40.�e1 'tii'h 1  + 

White resigned. 

The pawn march to h3 is frequently a 
tried and tested method against � g4 in 
the French Defence or also in many 
variations of the c3 -Sicilian: 

� 1 4.4 I.Margulis-Ketslakh 
Volokolamsk 1 9 7 2  

1 3  ... h5!  1 4.'iVg3 h4 1  1 5.'iVg4 h3 1  
1 6.g3 

In the further course of the game Black 
managed to exchange a lot of pieces , 
after which it came down to the fol­
lowing endgame: 

33 ... l:I.e1 + 34.We2 l:.h1  35.l:ra4 
J:.xh2 36.J:.xa7+ c;t;>eS 37.l::taS+ 
�b7 3S.J:t.eS l:th1 39.l'be6 J:.b1 
40J::th6 1bb2+ 41 .�e3 g4 

And in this position Black has good win­
ning chances thanks to the strong passed 
pawn on h3 . 
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� 1 4.5 Botvinnik-Srnyslov 
Moscow (20th WCh game) 1 954  

25 ... a41 26.i.d2 �b6 27.i.e3 a31=F 
White ' s  position is now very difficult, 
since the b2-square is accessible to his 
opponent's major pieces, which is not 
very promising for the barrier on a2 . 
Things continued 

2B.ttJec3 �a5 29.�f2 i.e7 30. 
l:lc2 ttJf6 31 .ttJd2 .l:[b2, 

and after long, but vain resistance 
Botvinnik had to lay down his arms. 

� 1 4.6 Vaganian-Christiansen 
Caracas 1 97 6  

Black has just played l S  . . .  b 6 ,  • offering 
, 

to exchange the advanced pawn. How­
ever, Vaganian replied: 

1 6.a6 1 
This turns the a-pawn into a 'potential 
passed pawn' . 

8 6  

1 6  ... ttJa5 1 7.�b5 �e7 
Now White can consider exchanges and 
a transition to the endgame. 

1 B.ttJxe41 dxe4 1 9.ttJd2 �d5? 
1 9  . . .  fS was better. 

20.'fia41 
.6.b2-b4. 

20 .. :iVg5 
20 . .  .'fWe6 2 1 ..llxc8 'fixc8 22 .b4 'iVc3 
B .bxaS �xd2 24.axb6 axb6 2S .a7 +-.  

21 .i.d7 1  
2 1 .b4-? !  ttJb3 ! .  

2 1  ... l:!.cdB 
2 1 . . Jhc 1 +  22 .:!.xc 1 .lld8 B .b4+- .  

22.�b5 h6 23.h41 �h5 24.b4 
':'xd7 25.'iVxd7 ttJb3 26.ttJxb3 
i.xb3 27.�xa7 

Now the �a6 becomes a genuine passed 
pawn. 

27 ... f5 2B.�e7 f4 29.a7 �d5 30. 
':'c7 �g4 31 .'ifxfB+ 1 -0 

� 1 4. 7  Ljubojevic�Tringov 
Lucerne (Olympiad) 1 9 8 2  

29.h51  �e7 
of course ,  after 29 . . . h6 3 0 .hxg6 fxg6 the 
black pawn structure would be visibly 
weakened. But now a potential passed 
pawn appears on h6 : 

30.h6+1 <;itgB 31 .:!.c1 ! l:!.xc1 32. 
'iYxc1 
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Now Black also has to pay some 
attention to his back rank weakness. 

32 .. :iVdS 33.�f1 1 tDb4 34.�g1 f6 
3S.dS eS 36:iYc4 Wf7 37 . .ih3 
�bS 3S.�e6+ r3;;e7 39.�gSI fS 

3 9  . . .  'Wxg8 40 .'iYc7+ We8 4 1 .'Wc8 + 
�f7 42.'Wd7+ Wf8 43 .'Wxd6+ �e8 
H.'lWb8+ Wf7 4S .'ifb7+ Wf8 46.d6+- .  

40 . .hh7 Wf6 41 .exfS 'iYhS 42.fxg6 
1 -0 

� 1 4.8  Sutovsky-Gershon 
Ramat Aviv 2000  

1 7.bSI 1:[hdS 1 S.a41 �f6 1 9.aS ttJeS 
Black wants to force the exchange of 
some pieces and is hoping that by doing 
so he will weaken his opponent's initia­
tive on the queenside . 1 9  ... hS would 
probably have been followed by 20 .axb6 
axb6 2 1 .i.e3 and the open a-me promises 
White excellent attacking chances. 
After 1 9  . . .  tDeS the move 20 .l::txd7 ?  fails 
to 2 0  . . .  �xd7 2 1 .axb6?  'iVd l +  22 .�xd l 
':'xd 1 +  2 3 .i.f1 tDxc4-+ .  

20.�f4 l:[xd1 + 21  . .l:.xd1 gS 22. 
i.xeSI 

The tDc4 is too strong to allow it to be 
exchanged. 

22 ... .i.xeS 
22 .. J hdl + 2 3 .'iVxd l �xeS 24.a6 ! .i.a8 
2 S .�hS �xc3 26 .'lWxh7 �f6 2 7 .'iVg8+ 
i.d8 28 . e S+- .  

Now the opening of  the a-file does not 
promise White much : H .axb6 axb6 
(23  . . .  l:[xd 1 + ? !  24.�xd l axb6 2 S .'iYhS) , 
and 24.l:h1? !  (a stronger move would 
be 24  . .l:.xd8+ Wxd8 2 S .'iVd 1 +  We7 
2 6 .�hS i.xc3 2 7 .'iVxgS + 'i!;>f8 , though 
after it too , White does not have any­
thing special) fails to 24 . . . l:ld3 ! ,  when 
Black seizes the initiative . 
But there is a better option - the creation 
of the potential passed pawn! 

23.a61 j,aS 24.':'xdS+ �xdS 2S. 
'iYd1 + �eS 

After this not only is the �h7 lost by 
force , but also a bit later the �g5 too .  
But other moves were no better : 
2S  ... rJtc8 2 6 .'Wh5 +- .  
2S  . . .  rJte7 26. �hS hc3 27 .'iVxgS + 
rJtfS 28 .  �f4 'iVd8 (28  . . .  'lWxf4 29 . gxf4 
b.e4-e5 +-) 29 . .ifl .id4 30 .eS i.xfl 
3 1 .  'iixfl , . 

analysis diagram 

8 7  
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and the weakness of the f!,a7 is decisive: 
3 1 . . J WdS 3 2 .'iVxdS exdS 3 3 .ttJxb6 c4 
3 4.ttJxdS c3 3 S .ttJb4+- �xeS ? !  3 6 .b6 or 
3 1 .  •• 'iWd7 3 2 .'iVb7 r:J;;e7  3 3 .'iYxd7 + 
r:J;;xd7 34.ttJxb6+ .  

The game continued : 
26.'iVh5 .txc3 27:ii'xh7 �d8 

2 7  . . .  r:J;;f8 2 8 .�h6+ .  
28.'iVg8+ �e7 29.�xg5+ �f6 
30.�f4 'iVd1 + 31 . .tf1 

Threatening 3 2 .eS . 
32 ... e5 32.ttJxe5 'iVd6 33.tLlc4 
�xf4 34.gxf4 �xe4 

Often enough the bishop pair represents 
reasonable compensation for a pawn, 
moreover here the white pawn structure 
on the kingside is compromised. But 
here what decides matters is the po­
tential passed pawn! 

35.tLlxb61 �d8 
After 3S . . .  axb6 decisive is 3 6 .�g2 .  

36.ttJc4, 
and White won. 

Next, a typical endgame from the Ex­
change Variation of the Ruy Lopez . 
White exploits his positional advantage 
in instructive fashion: 

8 8  

� 14.9 Romanovsky-Griinfeld 
Moscow 1 925 

43.g51  
This gains even more space on the kingside. 

43 ... g6?1 
Black should only make this move in a 
real emergency. Now White obtains the 
'potential passed pawn' : 

44.h6! 1:td8 45.�f4 l:[f8 46.�g4 
l:[d8 47 . .!lxd8 wxd8 48.<;tJf4 We8 

And now the knight heads to f6 . 
49.ttJh2 ttJd8 50.ttJg4 l:[e7 
51 .ttJf6+ �f8 

Now White only has to exchange rooks , 
which he manages without further ado. 

52.1:[f1 �f7 53.�4 r:J;;e7 54..!ld1 tLlc6 
55.�d7+ �e6 56.l:[xf7 cJtxf7 57.r:J;;f4 
ttJd4 58.ttJxh7 ttJxc2 59.ttJf81 1 -0 

� 1 4. 1 0  Porat-Cala 
Helsinki (Olympiad) 1 952  
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The dark squares in the black camp are 
weak, the i":,c6 is causing much trouble, 
but for the moment everything is protected. 
Can White strengthen his position further? 

30.h41 
And the plan with which we are so well 
acquainted comes to his aid. 

30 .. .l::rxd4+ 31 .Wxd4 WdS 32.hS I  
,UcS 33.e4 fxe4 34 . ..txe4 i.f7 

34  . . .  gxhS 3 S .'uxhS +- .  
3S.hSI  i.eS 

Now the task is to get at the i":,h7 : 
3S.f41 .!:!.c7 37.fS gxfS 3S.l:lxfS weS 

3 8  . .  ..!:!.e7 3 9 .:'£'8 +- .  
39J::teS+ Wf7 40.'1i?cS 

Or 40 .�xh7 '1i?f6 4 1..�.fS winning.  
40 .. .c�fS 41 .g4 l::tf7 42 . .ufS �d7 
43.:'xf7+ Wxf7 44.gS 1 -0 

� 1 4. 1 1 Botvinnik-Vidmar 
Groningen 1 946 

23.a41 
Planning as-a6 .  

23 ... �eS 
The bishop gets out of the line of fIre of the 
opposing rook - if the white a-pawn now 
gets to a6 ,  the reply . . .  b7 -b6 is possible. 
But perhaps 23 . . .  Wb8 24.aS ttJc8 2S .a6 ttJe7 
26 .axb7 hb7 2 7 .l:[a4± was the lesser evil. 

24.aS ttJaS 
24 .. . tbd7 2 S .a6 b6 2 6 .'uc3 '1i?b8 2 7 .l::tac l 
llc8 2 8 .ttJc4 (threatening ttJd6) 28  . . .  ,Ud8 
29 .ttJa3 l:lc8 3 0 .ttJbS +- (Botvinnik) . 

2S.aS bS 2S.b4 
The pawn is heading for bS ,  to cramp 
the black position even further. 

2S ... wbS 
26  • • .  c6 2 7 .i.bS '1i?c7 2 8 .:'c3 +- and then 
J:lac l (Botvinnik) . 

27.11c3? 
White hurries to double his rooks , but 
lets his opponent play . . .  c7 -c6 and then 
. . .  ttJc7 . The immediate 27.bS was stronger. 

27 ... cS 2S.l::tac1 fS I 
Directed against ttJc4-eS . 28  .. . l2Jc7 29 .bS 
fubS 3o.hbS cxbS 3 1 .:'c7 !+- (Botvinnik) .  

29.ttJb1 1 
Intending ttJb l -a3 , b4-bS . 

29 ... .td7 
29 .. . l2Jc7? 30 .bS ! ,  as after 30  . .  .tbxbS White 
again wins with 3 1 .hbS GXbS e3 2 . .!:I.c7 +- .  

30.ttJa3 ttJc7 
After 30 . . .l::t c8 the move 3 1 .ttJc4 �ttJd6 
would be very unpleasant. 
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31 .b51? 
By means of this pawn sacrifice, which 
we have already seen in some previous 
variations , White invades the seventh rank. 
In conjunction with the �a6 ,  this then 
means extreme danger for the black king . 

31 ... ttJxb5 32 . ..txb5 cxb5 33J::tc7 
The obvious threat is 34.%:tb7+  and then 
3 S J:kc7 .  

33 .. J::tcS? 
The decisive mistake . At all costs Black 
had to destroy the constellation of • �a6 
+ rook on the seventh rank' ,  and the only 
correct way to do so was the move pointed 
out by Botvinnik: 33 ... i.c8! .  Black prepares 
. .  .l:tdS-d7 , attacks the �a6 and prevents 
the check on b7 .  After that White would 
probably have to rue his previous inac­
curacy ( 2 7 .l:[c3 ? !  instead of 2 7 .bS) : 
a) 34.ttJxbS �d7 1 !  3 s .11xd7 �xd7 
3 6 .ttJxa7 'it>xa7 3 7 .I:.c7 + 'it>xa6 3 s ..lhd7 
l:!.cS ! ,  and the passed pawn makes up for 
the losses on the seventh rank (Botvinnik) .  
b) 34.mg7 b4 ( 34  . . .  ha6 ! ?  3 S .l:tcc7 
l:rdgS 36 .%:rgfl l:!.f8 3 7 .':xa7 lhfl 3S .l:rxfl 
l:[cS�) 3S .ttJbS ( 3S .ttJc2 b3 3 6 .tLlb4 l:!.d7 
3 7 .l:[xd7 hd7 3 S  . .l::tb l  .ta4�) 35 ... .l:.d71 
3 6 .':'xd7 �xd7 3 7 .ttJd6 b3 , also with 
considerable counterplay for Black. 

34J:tb7+ 'it>aS 
At first glance everything seems to be 
OK for Black, or is it ! ? Consider, e .g . ,  
3S .&c8+ ..txcS 3 6 .l:!.xg7 i.xa6 .  . 
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35.l:rxd71 1  
Vidmar either overlooked or  under­
estimated this move. White sacrifices the 
exchange, but the �a6 remains there 
and in addition the knight comes to bS . 
In conjunction with the rook on the 
seventh rank this becomes extremely 
unpleasant for the black monarch. 

35 ... 11xc1 3S.tLlxb5 
This threatens 3 7 .l:!.xa7 + 'it>bS 3 S .l:!.b7+ 
�aS  3 9 .ttJc7 + .  

3S .. .l:!.hcS 37 . .!lxg7 hS 3S.l:!.xa7+ 
WbS 39.%:rb7+ WaS 40 . .l::ta7+ 
wbS 41 .%:rb7+ 'it>aS 42.g41 

He fixes the opposing pawns . 
42 ... e5 

42 .. Ji lc2 43 .h4 %:re I 44.hS J:[ l c2 
4S .11a7+  WbS 46 . .l::tfl+- .  

43.d5 .1:[1  c5  44.1:.a7+ wbS 
45.l:.b7+ 'it>aS 46 • .l::txbS l:!.bS 
47.l:rxbS+ �xbB 4S.a7+ �b7 

48 .. .  Wa8 49 .d6 ! l:!.cs S O .'�d3 (SO .ttJc7 + 
'it>xa7 S 1 .ttJe6 %:rc3+ ! )  S O  . . .  �b7 (SO . . .  l:!.e I 
S 1 .ttJc3) S 1 .ttJc7 'it>xa7 S2.'�c4+- Botvllmik. 

49.ttJd6+ �xa7 50.ttJeS �b6 
51 .tLlxf6 1 -0 

� 1 4. 1 2  Pirc-Nedeljkovic 
Belgrade (Yugoslav; ch) 1 9 5 2  

31 .h51 .tb7 32.hS I  weS 33.i.b2 
..6.'iVc3 . 
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33 ... �b4 34.�d4 'fic7 35.'l!!Vd 1 1 
b. 'iVa I .  

35 ... .idS 3S:iYa1 i.cS 37.i.e51 
White aims for an endgame with . good 
knight versus bad bishop' ,  when the 
potential passed pawn on h6 will have 
the main role to play. 

37 ... �xe5 3S:iYxe51 'iYxe5 
Forced. 38 . . . 'iVd7 loses on account of 
3 9 .'iYbS+ 'iYdS 40 .'iYxdS+ �xdS 
4 I .tDhS ! (b.tDf6) 4 1 . . .gxhS 42 .g6  - in 
this variation the strength of the �h6 
already becomes clear . 

39.fxe5 
The threat is 40 .tDhS ! (b. 4 I .tDf6) 
40 . . .  gxhS 4 1 . g6 ,  and as in the variation 
we have just seen, the �h6 decides the 
game. 

39 ... WfS 

40.wd21 
The principle of the two weaknesses! (¢ 
TecJmique No. 45). The white king heads 
for the queenside so as to <;reate a passed 
pawn there. 

40 .. . �eS 41 .tDe2 We7 42.�c3 
�d7 43.tDf4 �f7 44.wb2 i.eS 
45.Wa3 �e7 4S.b4 �d7 47.'it>b31 
�f7 4S.c5 wcS 49.�c4 �eS 

Other moves are no better. Both after 
49 . . .  bxc5 S O .bxaS and after 49 . . .  axb4 
S O .cxb6 Wxb6 S l .�xb4 the white a­
pawn will divert the opposing king 

and enable the decisive penetration 
�b4-cS -d6 . 

50.cxbS 'it>xbS 51 .bxa5+ 'it>xa5 
52.'it>c5 �xa4 53.tDxeS 'it>b3 
54.'it>d4 'it>c2 55.tDf4 

Or S S .tDfS Wd2 S 6 . tDxh7 f4 S 7 . tDf6+- .  
55 ... wd2 5S.eS We1  57.tDd5 �f2, 

and here the quickest win was S S .tDf6 .  

In the next example ,  i t  i s  only thanks to 
the deployment of both his rook pawns 
that White manages to break down 
Black's  resistance - one of them operates 
as a potential passed pawn, the other is 
used to open a file : 

� 1 4. 1 3  Smyslov-Karlsson 
Las Palmas (Interzonal tournament) 1 98 2  

37.a51 tDc5 
Not 3 7  ... bxa5 3 S .l:ra l .tld2 3 9 .':'xaS 
.u.xg2 40 .lha7 l:[xh2 4 1 .b6 ,  winning. 

3S.aSI  �g7 39.':'c21 
The threat is 40 .l:!d2 . of course Black 
wants . to prevent this - since an exchange 
of rooks would be out of the question in 
view of the weakness of a7 , the d-file 
would fall into White ' s  hands. 

39 ... tDe4 
For the moment the white rook still has 
no access to the black camp. However . . . 

40.g41  wfS 41 .g5+ Wg7 42.tDcS 
.rld7 43.1:1g2 

9 1  
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43 .cS tLlxcs 44.lhcs bxcS 4S .b6 axb6 
46 .a7 would have been too hasty ac­
cording to Smyslov, since after 46" .  
lIxa7 47 .tLlxa7 h 6  4S .M hxgS 49 .hxgS 
eS ! SO .fxeS �f7 Black would retain 
chances of saving the game. 

43 ... �fS 

44.h4! 'iiteS 45J:th2 'iitfS 46.h51 
gxh5 

46" . tLlg3 47 J:[h3 ! tLlxhS 4S .cS ! bxcS 49.  
b6!  axb6 S O .a7 , and the a-pawn decides. 

47Jbh5 �gS 4S.llh1 1 
White plays for zugzwang. The text 
move is stronger than 4S .tLleS l:i.dS 
49 .lIh6 tLlcs S O JH6 l:i.d l ,  and Black 
could still fight on. 

4S ... �g7 49.tLle5 lldS 50J::!.h6 
l:i.d6 

Now S O " .tLlcs no longer works : 5 1 .:f6 
l:i.d l s 2 .llf7 + + - .  

51 .�e21 
Smyslov skilfully eliminates any possible 
counterplay. S l .tLlc6 0d2 would be less 
clear. 

51 ... tLlc3+ 
S l . . .l:!.d2+ S 2 .�e l l:i.d6 S 3 .tLlc6+- .  

52.'iite1 �d1 + 53.�f2 l:td4 54.�f3 
.:td6 55.llf6 'iitgS 56.:f7 lld3+ 
57.tLlxd3 

If S 7 " .�xf7 then S S .tLleS + decides , 
followed by tLlc6 . 
Therefore Black resigned. 
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� 1 4. 1 4  Beliavsky-Dolmatov 
Minsk (USSR Ch) 1 9 79  

At first glance the situation appears really 
unappealing for Black. 3 8  ... a3 would be 
followed by 3 9 .tLlf4, after which the 
black rook does not get access to the 
second rank. The potential passed pawn 
on a3 would not then be threatening 
anything , whilst the �cS would be a 
serious weakness and the passed 
pawn on h2 would represent a great 
danger. 
38 . .  Jrh.8 would be slightly better, 
though after 3 9 .tLlf2 axb3 40 .axb3 llxh2 
4 1 .tLle4 1:[hS 42 .�f4 Black would have 
to fight hard for the draw. 
In the game, Dolmatov finds a far better 
idea : 

3S ... c4! 1  39.i.xc,4 
After . 39 .bxc4 Black would have the 
choice between 3 9 " .b3 and 3 9 " J:rb8 ,  in 
both cases with dangerous threats on the 
queenside . 

39 .. J:icSI 
The threat of 4o" .lhc4 forces the white 
bishop to leave the c-file , after which 
the rook gets the chance to hunt down 
the /5,a2 by means of " .l:i.c 1 -a l . 

40.�d3 
40. tiJf4? l:i.xc4! 4 1 .bxc4 b3 42 . axb3 
a3 -+ .  

40 ... a3 
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Now this pawn becomes really 
dangerous . The threat is both . . .  l:tc 1 -a I  
and also . .  Jk3xb3 . 
Suddenly White must start asking 
himself whether he can really save his 
position. 

4V�e3? 
4 1 .  tiJf4? is followed not by 4 I . .  Jk I ? on 
account of 42.ttJd5+- ,  but by 4 1 .  .. .!:rc3 !  
and then . .  Jhb3 ! ,  and now Black should 
win. 
As Dvoretsky points out in his analysis of 
this endgame, the only safe way to a 
draw consisted of 4 1 . ffi !  l:[ct 
(4 1 . . J:tc3 4 Vitte3 L:!.l:[xb3 ? 43 . tiJd I )  
42 .h4 .!:ral 43 . i.c4 lha2 44. tiJd3 
l:ID.+ (44 . . .  :d2 45 .tiJxb4 a2 46 .tiJxa2 
':!'xa2 =) 45 .�xf2 a2 46 .tiJxb4 a I �  
47 .tiJd3 - Black cannot take this fortress 
by storm. 

41 ... l:lc1 42.tiJf4 Ua1 43.tiJd5 
l:[xa2 44.tiJxb4 J:[xh2 4S.i.e2 
l:th3 46.<it>f2 f5 47.ttJa2 f4 48.gxf4 
Uxb3 49.�c4 l:[h3 50��f1 ? 

According to Dvoretsky it was not 
clear whether Black could win after 
50 .We2 1 .  

5 0  . .  Jlh2+ 51 .�g2 �f6 52.<it>g3 
l:[h5 53.�f1 .I:lc5 54 . .td3 .lId5 
55.i.a6 l:[d2 56.�c4 .l:.d4 

White resigned. 

� 1 4. 1 5  Okhotnik-Cooke 
Zalakaros 2000 

This example shows the strength of the 
'potential passed pawn' in cooperation 
with a rook on the seventh rank. White 
is a pawn up and has the active rook, but 
Black is hoping that after . . .  a7 -a5 he too 
can bring his rook into play (e .g .  with 
. . .  l:ta8-b8-b2) and continue to offer 
resistance. 
Okhotnik's  way of winning is instructive: 

30.h41 a5 31 .h51 l:tb8 
After 3 l  . . .  gxh5 the white f-pawn would 
advance as a passed pawn. But the text 
move is no better either . 

32.h61 a4 
3 2  . .  JIb2 3 3 .:g 7 +  Wh8 34.l:ra7 + - .  

33.1:[g7+ �h8 34 . .l:!.a7 1 -0 

� 14. 1 6  Noradounghian-A.Nie1sen 
Moscow (Olympiad) 1 95 6  
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White 's  main task is clear - get at the � 1 4. 1 7 Kieninger-Karaklajic 
�h7 . But that is easier said than done. Ljubljana 1 9 5 5  

29.wb3 'iitd7 30Jie1 l:lc8 
White gets the e-fIle and later the fourth 
rank as an operational base, since 
3 0  . . .  lieS ? of course fails to 3 1  J:txe8 
�xeS 3 2 .'iitb4. 

31 .l:le4 :reS 32.f4 as?1 
The immediate 32 • • •  IUS 1 ?  looks better, 
intending . . .  fl -f6 ,  so as to exchange the 
�g5 thus robbing the potential passed 
pawn of its backup. 

33.a4 l:lfS 34.axbS l:lxbS+ 3S. 
'iitc2 l:lfS 36.J:ra4 �c6 

Here too Black should try 36 ... f6 
3 7 .gxf6 'iite6 .  

37.wd3 �bS 
This was the last good opportunity for 
3 7  . . .  IIbS 3 S .Wc2 'iitd7 3 9 .b3 f6 40.gxf6 
�e6.  

38.l:te4 dS  39J:reS .!:Ixf4 40. 
IIxdS+ �b6 41 .'iite3 l:lf1 42.c4 
a4 43.'iitd4 .:rf3 44.lit>eS 'iitc6 
4S.lit>e4 l:b3 46.l:tbSI 1::[g3 

46 . .  Jhb5 47 . cxb5 +  'iitxb5 4S .lit>e5 'iitb4 
49 .'iitf6 �b3 5 0 .�g 7 !  winning .  

47std4 a3 48.bxa3 ':xa3 49 . .:tb8 
1:1g3 SO.J:rf8 IbgS S1 .J:rxf7 .:tg4+ 
S2.WeS .!lxc4 S3 . .uxh7 gS 

Or 53 . . .  .!:[h4 54.'iitf6+ - .  No matter that 
the material is now reduced, White' s  
win is guaranteed by the h,pawn which 
at last has become a ' genuine' passed 
pawn. 

S4.l:lg7 'uh4 5S.h7 g4 S6.'iitf6 
'iitdS 

56 . . .  g3 5 7 .'iitfl g2 5 S .'iitg S+- .  
S 7.l:tgS+ 'iite4 

5 7  . . .  'iitd6 5 S .'iitg 7 + - .  
S8Jbg4+ l:lxg4 S9.h8'iV, 

and White won. 
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White has the better bishop - but is that 
enough for the win? 
In what follows we see a winning 
method which is typical of this sort of 
endgame - the creation of a potential 
passed pawn, after which the possibility 
of a sacrifice by i.xg6 will tie his op­
ponent' s hands . 

31 .h41 'iitf7 32.hS 'iitg7 33.h6+1 
'iitf7 34. 'iite3 

The king heads towards the � b4, 
whereas its black rival may not leave the 
kingside on account of the idea of 
i.xg6 .  

34 ... i.g4 
34 . . .  i.eS 3 5 .f5 ! gxf5 3 6 .i.xf5 'iitgS 
3 7 .'iitf4+- .  

3S.�d3 �c8 
3S . . .  Ah3 3 6 .'iitd2 �g2 3 7 .Wc2 �e4 
3 S .�xe4 dxe4 3 9 .  'iitd2 'iite6 40 . We3 
�f5 4 1 .b3 +- .  

36.'iitd2  �g4 37.'iite2 �f3 38. 
�b3 �e4 39.i.a6 �e7 40.'iitxb4 
'iitd6 41 .�c8 

The threat of f4-f5 is deadly, e .g .  
4 1 .� . i.d3 42 .f5 �e4 43 .f6 �d3 H.i.b7 
�f5 45 .�xc6+- .  
Therefore Black resigned. 



Chapter IV - The rook pawn, an underrated fighter 

� 1 4. 1 8  Averbakh-Matanovic 
Belgrade (USSR-Yugoslavia) 1 9 6 1  

40.h41 �d6 
40 . . .  h6 4 1 ..tc2 �d6 42 .�a4 �b7 
43 . .te8 . 

41 .h5 
Now Black played 4 1 .. .gxh5 and after 
42. cottc3 he resigned in view of 
42 . . .<litc5 43 . .te2 �d6 44.<litd4+­
(zugzwang ! ) . 
But would White also have won if his 
opponent had not captured on h5 ? - of 
course he would, thanks to the potential 
passed pawn, e .g . : 

41 ... <litc6 42.h6 1  c;t>d6 43.<it>c3 
�c5 44 . .te2 .tb7 45.g41 .tc8 

45 . . .  fxg4 46 . .txg4 �b5 47 .f5 + - .  
46.g5 � b 7  47.�h51 gxh5 48.g6, 

and once more �h6 becomes the hero 
of the day. 

r : ., '!:��f!d.l9��itt!'�,c:�;�;: . ; : 

� 1 4. 1 9  Eliskases-Pilnik 
Mar del Plata 1 962  

In  view of  the bishops of  opposite 
colour the chance of a win at first 
appears to be slight. But what about : 

4S.hS !  �g8 47.�f1 .td8 48.<lite2 
.ta5 49.�d5+ �f8 50 . .tb3 

Zugzwang ! 
50 ... g5 

Or 50  . . .  �e7 5 1.. �g8 '1.ttxd7 52 . .txh7 
<lite7 5 3  . .txg6 <litf8 54  . .tc2 , and White 
is winning. 

51 .fxg5 .td8 52.g61  
That was how White got  over the barrier 
on h7. 

52 . . .  hxg6 53.<litxd2 .tf6 54.�d3 
�e7 55 . .ta4 .tg5 5S.h7 .tfS 
57.'�e4 .tg7 58.�d5 �c3 
59.<litcS .te5 60.h8WVI , 

Black resigned. 

File opening by the rook pawn 

This technique is closely related to the 
creation of the potential passed pawn 
(c:!> No. 14). But here, as soon as the 
pawn reaches the fifth rank, it stops 
advancing and gives itself up in return 

for the opposing knight pawn in order 
to open the rook file . 
Reasons for deciding against the 
potential passed pawn and in favour of 
the opening of the file can be : 
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• If one went for the 'potential passed 
pawn' the barrier would be hard or 
impossible to get at. 

• Opening the file promises a dangerous 
initiative or a direct attack. 

When you advance your rook pawn you 
often have no idea whether your future 
intention is to open the file or to create a 
potential passed pawn - that will be 
decided later depending on the specific 
circumstances . 

� 1 5 . 1  Capablanca-Tartakower 
New York 1 924 

27.h51 l:If6 
Of course White could now create a 
'potential passed pawn' by means of 2 8 .  
h 6 .  But Capablanca prefers to open the 
h-file , on which he thinks he can pene­
trate the opposing camp with his rook. 

28.hxg6 hxg6 29.l:lh1 <.ir>f8 
30.l:[h7  'uc6 31 .g4 

3 1 ..!:Id7 ! ?  
. 

31 ... lLlc4 
3 1 . . .lLlb3 ! ?  t. . . .  lLlc l .  

32.g5 lLle3+ 33.�f3 lLlf5?1 
More chances of saving the game were 
promised by 3 3  . . .  ttJdl 34 . .:l.h6 'iiff7 3 5 .  
f5 l:[xc3 3 6 .fxg6+ �g8 3 7 .c,i;>e2 ttJ £'2  3 8 .  
�f5 lLle4. 

34.�xf5 gxf5 

9 6  

Capablanca' s  subsequent idea is really 
very beautiful and very instructive. 

35.<.ir>g31 1  .l:xc3+ 36.<.ir>h41 l:.f3?1 
This game was widely analysed, and 
especially 3 6  • • •  a6 ! was much discussed ­
Black immediately aims for counterplay 
with . . .  b6-b5 . For a time it was even 
thought that Black could save the game 
in this way. But as Kasparov writes in his 
work My Great Predecessors, Capablanca's 
work of art was saved by some analysis by 
GM Igor Zaitsev - White replies 3 7. <;;t>hS ! 
bS 3S .<J;>g6 ! 1 .  The main variation goes as 
follows : 3 8  . . .  bxa4 3 9 .<.ir>xf5 a3 40 .l:th6 
a2 4 1 .lha6 l:[c2 42.<it>e5 �f7 43 .<.ir>xd5 
1::[£'2 44.�e5 l:[e2+ 45 .<.ir>f5 .!:[£'2 46.�a7+-. 

37.g6 l:[xf4+ 38.';1o>g5 :e4 39.�f6 
The rook on the seventh rank, the king 
on f6 and the passed g6-pawn - Black is 
completely helpless against such activity. 
But do not forget - all this is the logical 
consequence of the plan set in motion 
with 2 7 .h5 ! .  

39 ... �g8 40.:g7+ <.ir>h8 4U :[xc7 
l:te8 42.<.ir>xf5 I;Ie4 43.�f6 .1:[f4+ 
44.<.ir>e5 I;Ig4 45.g7+! <.ir>g8 
46.l:txa7 l:Ig1 47.<.ir>xd5 �c1 
48.<.ir>d6 l:[c2 49.d5 l:[c1 50 . .1:[c7 
l:ta1 51 .Wc6 I;Ixa4 52.d6 1 -0 

� 1 5 .2 Mieses-Alekhine 
Baden-Baden 1 9 2 5  
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We shall study the pre-history of this 
position in � Example 23. 1 .  
The light squares in White 's  camp are 
weak, his pieces are passive and the �c 1 
is simply bad. If Black could now manage 
to activate his rooks . . .  

22 ... h5 1  
So as  to  open the h-file with . . .  h5 -h4. I t  
was not  advisable to  play 22 . . .  ttJxc3? 1  
2 3 .1:lc2 Wd7  (23  . . .  .txb4? 24.i..d2) 
24J:txc3 i.xb4 25  . .td2 , and play be­
comes unclear. 

23.lt:lg2 
An alternative was 2 3 .h4 (� Technique 
No. 1 6, the 'wave-breaker' ) , after which 
Black would devote himself to the prepa­
ration of the breakthrough with . .  .f5 -f4. 
Should White prevent this idea by f2-f4, 
the �g3 would become a weakling. 

23 .. .J::taeB 
b . . .  e6-e5 . 

24.�e3 f5 25.wd2? 
A serious error, though White would 
also have been confronted with great 
difficulties after the better move 25 .  'iitfl 
J:tegS b . . . .:I.g4, . . .  h5 -M (Alekhine) . 
With the text move White blocks his own 
bishop's retreat, which - as we shall soon 
see - allows his opponent to get in . . .  h5-
h4 without any further preparation. In 
addition, White could have found a good 
use for his monarch on the kingside to 
protect some important entry squares there. 

25 ... h41 26.�d3 
26. tiJxh4? cost a piece on account of 
26 . . .  f4 (the point ! ) , but 26 . .:I.g 1 would 
not have solved White ' s  problems either: 
26 . . .  l:tegS 27 Jibb 1 h3 ! ( 'potential passed 
pawn') 2 S .lt:lf4 It:lxf4 29 . .itxf4 �xf4+ 
3 0 .gxf4 .1:tg2- + .  

2 6  ... hxg3 ·27.hxg3 l:t h 2  2B.lt:lh4 
i.xg3 

Here Hiarcs prefers 28 . . . ttJxe3 29 .Wxe3 
f4+ -+ ,  but basically all that is no longer 
so important - in any case White can no 
longer save the game. 

29.lt:lf3 �g2 30.lt:le1 l:tg1 31 .I;:[e2 
3 l . fxg3 lhg3-+ .  

31  ... i.d6 32.l:tc1 %:thB 33.tt::lf3 l:[xc1 
34 . .txc1 I;:[h3 0-1 

� 1 5 .3 Samisch-Alekhine 
Dresden 1 926  

. ' In such positions the weakness of the 
d6-pawn is only apparent. White , on the 
oth�r hand, has a real weakness on the 
queenside, because the advance . . .  a5 -a4 
cannot be prevented' (A.Alekhine) . 

21 ... a5 22J:tbd2 �fBI 
The king will protect the �d6 ,  so that 
the l:tbS no longer has to worry about 
such 'details ' .  

23.i.c2 We7 24.f3 a41 25.�f2 
25 .bxa4 llb4+.  
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Now Black has the choice - either to 
exchange on b3 or to create a 'potential 
passed pawn' by 2 S  . . .  a3 . 

2S ... axb3 
2S . . . a3 would close the posmon too 
much and the way to the !':,a2 would be 
difficult and unclear. After the text move, 
however, Black can pursue a clear strategy. 

26.i.xb3 
26 . axb3 ? !  would allow the rooks to 
invade the white camp down the a-file. 

26 ... fS 
This gains space and prevents e3 -e4. 

27.�e2 l:[b4 2S.'ittd3 �a4 

29 . .txa4? 
After this White ' s  a- and c-pawns be­
come very weak. He had much better 
chances of saving the game after 
29 .  'it>c3 l:tdb8 3 0 .l:tb2 (but not 3 0 .  
':xd6? l:lxb3 + ! -+) . 

29 ... l:txa4 30.l:tb1 
The position after 30 .1:.c 1  l:ra3 + 3 1 .  'itte 2 
l::tda8 3 2  . .l:[cc2 'ittd7 (� . . . 'ittc6 , . . .  d6-dS) 
3 3 .e4 fxe4 34 .fxe4 'ittc6 would, in view 
of the bad pawn structure. be completely 
joyless for White. 

30 ... l:ta3+ 31 .�e2 
3 1 .l::tb3  l:tda8 3 2 J:lxa3 %:[xaH 3 3 .�e2 
:c3 -+ .  

31 ... l:lc3 32.a4 %:[a31 
There is no doubt that the a-pawn is more 
important. After 3 2 . . .l:[xc4? !  3 3 .J::tb 7+  
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�f6 34 .l:ta2 White would obtain coun­
terplay. 

33.l::tb7+ l:td7 34 . .!:tdb2 l:txa4 3S. 
l::{xd7+ �xd7 36.l:.b7+ 'ittc6 37. 
l::{xg7 l::txc4 3S.:g6 'ittdS 39.l:txh6 

White has managed to avoid losing 
material , but that does not help him -
the black c-pawn is too strong and can 
no longer be stopped. 

39 ... l:tc2+ 40.�f1 c4 41 . .:thS c3 
42.h4 

42. .l:[c8 f4! 43 .exf4 'ittd4 44.h4 �e3 
4S .'ittg l  'ittxf4 46.hS �gS 47 .g4 dS -+ 
(Alekhine) .  

42 ... .l:[d2 43.'itte1 ':xg2 44J:tcS c2 
4S.hS ':h2 46.h6 l:txh6 47.l::txc2 
.:th1 + 4S.'ittd2 l:th2+ 49.'ittd3 
l:txc2 0-1 

� 1 5 .4 Najdorf-Geller 
Ziirich (Candidates ' tournament) 1 95 3  
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1 9 ... a51 
This secures c5 for his knights . In addi­
tion Geller intends to provoke b2-b3 
later and then by means of . . .  a5 -a4 
followed by an exchange on b3 to open 
the a-file and to inflict on his opponent 
a weakness on b3 . 

20 . ..id2 ttJec5 21 .ttJe2 
White would like to exchange the strong 
.tg7 by means of �d2-c3 , even if that 
means the loss of the bishop pair . 

21 ... VWbS 22.c;tJh2 IUc8 
Over-protecting the !'!:,c6 . 

23.�c3 �xc3 24.ttJxc3 
Here Black, according to Bronstein in his 
famous tournament book, should play 

24 • . .  VWb41? 
Unfortunately Bronstein gives no spe­
cific variations , so we shall analyse his 
suggestion a bit further : 

25.b3 
After 2 5 .ttJe2 a4 the weak b-pawn is 
fixed on b2 .  

25 ... 'iWa31? 
After 25 . . .  a4 Black would have to be prepa-
red for 2 6 .i.xc6 ! ?  axb3 27 . axb3 .!:txc6 28 .  
ttJd5 or  for 26 .ttJxa4 ! ?  ttJxa4 2 7 .bxa4. 

2S.e4 a4 27.ttJxa4 ttJxa4 28.bxa4 
l:r.a8, 

and the black initiative on the queenside 
expands. The attempt for counterplay with 
29.ktb7 ttJc5 3 0 JIxe 7 ?  fails to 3 0  . . .  WfS . 

� 1 5 ,5 S,Johannessen-M.Johansson 
Varna (Olympiad) 1 962  

In view of  White 's central pawn major­
ity, Black's  position looks somewhat 
cramped. 
Nevertheless there is one good option 
for counterplay: 

1 S  ... a51 1 7.ttJb5 
1 7. ttJd5 1 ?  'iVxd2 1 8 .�xd2 with chances 
for both sides . 

1 7  ... a41 1 8.VWxb4 ttJxb4 1 9.i.d2 
axb31 20.axb3 ttJcS 21 .b4 ttJeS 
22.c;tJf1 

After 22. �d3 l:r.a2 2 3 .l:[f2 .!lfa8 24 .l:kfI 
l:!.b2 Black also has the initiative. 

22 ... l:tfc8 23 . .!:!.d3 :a1 1 

Thanks to the opening of the a-file Black 
was able to develop his initiative on the 
queenside. 
In effect he was able to notch up the full 
point. 
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� 1 5 .6 Karpov-Kasparov 
Moscow ( 1 5 th Wch game) 1 984 

.. 

White is planning by means of �d2-e3 , 
'!W d l -c 1 ,  l:te I -d 1 to increase his pressure 
on the pawn duo cS / dS . But Kasparov 
finds a way to achieve counterplay - he 
opens the a-file ! 

1 4  ... �b71 1 S.�e3 aSI 1 6:iVc1 a41 
1 7.l:1d1 axb3 1 S.axb3 �f6 1 9. 
lLle1 h6 20.�f3 �e7 21 .fHd2 

Or 2 1 .dxcS l:[a l 22 .�d2 l:txd l 2 3 .  
'i'xd l lLlxcs with counterplay . 

21 .. .1:1a3 
Black has sufficient activity. 

� 1 5 . 7  Hiibner-Unzicker 
Bad Kissingen 1 9 8 0  

Black still requires two moves ( . .  J:tfB-c8 ,  
. . .  lLlb8-d7) ,  to develop his knight and 
after a 'normal' course of events , e .g .  
1 4. �e3 l:tc8 I S .l:tfe l  tLld7 , the black 

1 00 

position would be totally OK. But 
Hubner finds a way to create disharmo­
ny in his opponent' s position . 

1 4.a41 l:tcS 1 S.aSI 
Now the knight cannot move : 15 . . .  tLJd7?? 
1 6 . axb6 axb6 ( 1 6  . . .  lLlxb6 1 7 .cS+-) 1 7 . 
l:[xa8 l1xa8 1 8 .'iYxc6+- .  So Black must 
degrade his pawn structure so as to 
finally be able to develop the lLlb8 . 

1 S  ... bxaS 1 6J:txaS 'iYdS 1 7.l:ta4 
lLld7 1 S.cS �c7 1 9.�d2 

.6.l:tfa 1 .  Thanks to the weakness of the 
t!,a7 White has a clear advantage. 

The advance of the h-pawn to attack the 
opposing king is a popular motif in the 
opening , just think, e .g . , of the Dragon 
Variation with l .e4 cS 2 .tLlf3 d6 3 .M 
cxM 4.lLlxd4 lLlf6 S .tLlc3 g6 6 .�e3 �g7 
7 .f3 0-0 8 .'i'd2 lLlc6 9 .�c4 �d7 1 0 .  
0 -0-0 ':c8 1 1 .�b3 lLleS 1 2 .M lLlc4 
( 1 2 . . .hS ! ?) 1 3 .�xc4 l::[xc4 1 4.hS etc. 
We shall study some such cases in 
Technique No. 30, for ·  the moment here 
is just one example : 

� 1 5 .8  Kasparov-Ulibin 
Cannes (Clock simul) 1 9 8 8  

.. 

White is exerting unpleasant pressure on 
the hanging pawns. However, Ulibin 
finds an interesting pOSSibility for 
counterplay. 
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23 ... hSI 24.'ilc1 
From here, the queen continues to eye 
up the �cS , but gets closer to the 
kingside and at the same time is ready 
(after ttJe 1 -d3 and the exchange of that 
knight) , to pop up on d i . In addition 
Black now has to reckon with the idea of 
b3 -b4. 

24 ... h41 2S.ttJd3 
25 .b4 would let  White conquer the d4-
square, but after 2S . . .  c4 26 .ttJd3 (2 6 .a3 
J:.h6 with an attack) 26 . . .  .!:rh6 2 7 .tDf4 
(2 7 . .i.xe4 'iVxe4 with an attack) 27 . . .  
.ib7 ( b.  . . .  g 7  -gS) the black initiative on 
the kingside looks really dangerous . 

2S ... hxg31 26.hxg3 �xd3 27J::txd3 
hlh6 

b. . . .  'iVeS (gS) -hS . 
28.'iVd1 'iVeS 29.a3 

b.b3-M. 
29 ... aS 

The black attack on the kingside neutral­
ises White' s  pressure on the. cS- and dS� 
pawns , so for example .ltxe4 and then 
l:[xcs is impossible on account of the 
mate on h I . 
In addition, White must then also take 
into account the pawn storm . . .  g7 -gS , 
. . .  £'7-fS -f4. 
Kasparov is aware of this danger and 
takes energetic counter-measures , before 
it would be too late to do so. 

30.f41 'Mie6 31 .g4 gS 32.l:[c4 .!:td6 
33 . .I:[a4 c4 

3 3  . . .  gxf4 34  . ..txe4 dxe4 3 S  . .!:[xd6 �xd6 
3 6 .'fWxd6 l:[xd6 3 7 . exf4 .!:[d3 3 8  . .!:txe4 
l:[xb3 3 9 .l:!.a4= .  

34.bxc4 dxc4 3SJ:txd6 ttJxd6 
36.'iVd4 gxf4 37.'iVxf4 .l::[g6 38.gS 
'iVfS 39.'iVxfS ttJxfS 40Jlxc4 1/2. 1/2 

line opening very often happens in 
positions of the following type:  

The fmal two examples are on this pattern: 

� 1 5 .9 Kramnik-P.Nikolic 
Monaco (rapid) 1 99 7  

21 .bSI 
Kramnik wants after a3 -a4-aS , ttJd2-c4 
to achieve the same constellation as in 
the previous diagram, so that he can 
then by aSxb6 open up the a-file for his 

1 0 1  
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rook and inflict on Black a weak pawn 
on b6 .  

22 ... tLlh7 
Nikolic sets up the f6/ e5 barrier against 
the white VW / � battery (¢ Technique 
No. 3, Technique No. 39), but in doing 
so leaves his knight very passive . White 
carries on untroubled with his plan : 

22.a41 f6 23.'iVa2 tLldfS 24.a51 nbS 
25.�xe6+ tLlxe6 26.tLlc4 tLlc7 27. 
l:lcb1 �cS 2S.axb6 axb6 29.:a7 

Thanks to his active rook White clearly 
holds the better cards . 

29 .. .l:ie7 30.f41± 

� 1 5 . 1 0  M.D.Tseidin-Sutovsky 
Tel Aviv 1 99 9  

1 02 

We already saw quite a similar position 
as Example 1 4. 8  in the section on the 
'potential passed pawn ' (Sutovsky­
Gershon) . 
There White ' s  plan consisted of b4-b5 ,  
a3 -a4-a5 -a6 , and the strength of  the �a6 
brought White the win. 

1 S.b51 
�a3 -a4-a5 . 

1 S  ... h5 1 9.a4 �g5 20J:te1 h4 
21 .a5 

Since the black counterplay on the king­
side is in the meantime still harmless ,  
Tseitlin continues with his plan. 

21  ... hxg3 22.hxg3 
The threat is 2 3 .axb6 and then 'fIa3-
a7+ .  

22 ... WcS 
So, as a precaution, the king leaves the 
b8-square . 

23.axb6 
White decides against the 'potential 
passed pawn' (a5-a6) and in favour of 
opening the a-file, because this promises 
him a direct attack. 

23 ... axb6 24 . .!la 7 
This threatens 2 5 .e5 . Moreover, 24. 'iVa3 
l:[d7 2 5 .'iVa7 �d8 2 6 .l:.ed l !+- was also 
very strong. 

24 . . .  e5 25J:t�a1 ' lih6 26.�f3 
l:dhS 

And now the decisive moment: 
27.l:[xb71  �xb7 

27 . . .  VWxb7 2 8 .tLlxe5 11f8 2 9 .tLlc6+- .  
2S.VWa2 \t>cS+-

(28  . . .  'iVb8 29 .tLlxe5 ! +-) , and the quickest 
win now was 29 . �g4+ Wd8 30.  �dl +  
�e7 3 1 ..r:rd7+ 'iYxd7 32 .hd7 <;i;>xd7 
3 3 ."tbxeS + +- .  
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[:_�i;r�f:,�l!,tj�� _ft!�f- ,#r�i _;J 
The wave-breaker is set up 

What we are describing as the 'wave­
breaker' is the pawn formation f2-g3 -h4 
(or f7 -g6-hS) and a4-b3-c2 : 

The wave-breaker a5-b6-c7, f2-g3-h4 

Wave-breaker f7-g6-h5 

Setting up a 'wave-breaker' .is an impor': 
tant prophylactic defensive method 
against the creation of a 'potential passed 
pawn' or an unfavourable line opening. 
In addition, it also prevents the opponent 
from gaining space on the fifth rank by 
an advance of his pawns. 
If the attacking side nevertheless manages 
to break up the formation (e.g .  f2-f3 ,  g2-
g4) , one can at least swap off the h-pawn, 

thus simplifying the position and prevent­
ing for example the formation of a weak 
h-pawn (as for instance in Example 16.5)' 

� 1 6. 1  Alekhine-Brinckmann 
Kecskemet I 92 7 

White plans to start a dangerous attack 
by means of 'iff4-h2 and then f2-f4-fS . 

22 ... a5 
Hoping to achieve counter-chances by 
. . .  b7 -bS -M. The immediate 22 . . . bS 
would fail to the simple B . .txa7 ,  e .g .  
B . . . M H.tbdS lla8 2 S .�d4 :ixdS 26 .  
exdS l:[xe3 2 7  . .txe3 1ha2 2 8 .'ifxb4+- .  

23.a41 
The wave-breaker c2-b3 -a4 is preventing 
any black activity on the queenside. Now 
Black has absolutely no counterplay · and 
simply has to await his execution. But he 
does not have to wait very long : 

23 ... b6 24 . ..t>b2 U8e7 25.'i'h21 
tbe8 26.f4 tbf6 27.f51 l:[xe4 

2 7  . . .  tbxg4 2 8 .'iVf4+- . 
28.tbxe4 tbxe4 29.'iWf4 95 
30.'iVf1 d5 31 .c41 'iVh6 32.f6 l:[e8 
33.cxd5 .txd5 34.'iVf5 1 -0 

1 03 
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� 1 6.2 Kotov-Botvinnik 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 944 

Here White should have set up the 
wave-breaker with 23 .h41 in order to 
prevent . . .  h5 -h4. Instead, he played 

23.�d1 ?, 
and after 

23 ... h41 24.'iVf3 'itg8 25 . .l:tfd1 
lLle4 26.lLld3 l:th61 27.'iVe2 hxg3 
28.hxg3 �g5 

Black obtained a strong attack. 

� 1 6. 3  Taimanov-Timman 
Wijk aan Zee 1 98 1  

21 ,..h5 1  
Intending to weaken the opposing king­
side by . . .  h5 -14. 

22.h41 
But White immediately installs the 
wave-breaker to prevent it and keeps the 
position more or less level . 

1 04 

� 1 6 .4 Shereshevsky-Loginov 
USSR 1 984 

26 ... h51 27.g3?1 
A first inaccuracy - White allows further 
black expansion on the kingside. The cor­
rect "move was 2 7.h4! (wave-breaker) 
.6.g2-g3 , .tf3-g2 , 'itg 1 -fl , f2-f4, e4-e5 
with good chances of success .  

27,..g51 28.i.g2 g41 29.h4 l:le5, 
and now converting his extra pawn is 
actually problematic for White. 

� 1 6.5 Capablanca-Yates 
Hastings 1 9 30/3 1 

It is sufficiently well-known that Black 
can hold such a position. Nevertheless , 
there " are things White can try and the 
more he cramps his opponent on the 
kingside the greater his prospects of suc­
cess become. For example , if it were his 
move White would immediately play 
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g3-g4, so that he could later extend his 
advantage in space by £'2-f4 and h3 -h4. 
For that reason it would now be an ex­
tremely good idea for Black to set up the 
wave-breaker with 39 ...  hS ! .  Should 
White then play g3 -g4 anyway, it would 
amount to an exchange of pawns with­
out Black incurring structural weaknes­
ses - another step in the direction of the 
draw. 
Instead of that Yates made an indifferent 
move : 

39 ... l:lc411 40.g41 h6 41 .<it>g3 l:[c1 
42.Wg2 �c4 43J:td5 1:[a4 44.f4 
1:[a2+ 45.<it>g3 l:te2 46.l:te5 �e1 
47.c;;t>f2 I:l.h1 48.Wg2 l:le1 49.h4 
c;;t>f6 50.h5 

Black' s  position is now really unpleasant. 
Although it is still ' theoretically' drawn, 

Yates was not up to the difficult 
defensive task. 

� 1 6.6 Smejkal-Timman 
Moscow 1 9 8 1  

In the event of 4 7  . . .  hS I and then . . .  g 7 -
g6 a draw would be the most probable 
result. 
Instead of that 

47 ... f67 
was played and after 

48.g4! 
the construction of the 'wave-breaker' 
g6-hS was no longer possible. As the 
game continued, White restricted his 
opponent even more with h2-h4 , finally 
got in g4-gS in favourable circumstances 
and won the game. 

1 05 
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Techniques in the fight for an open file 

r.·:·}·1!P�9tf¥�Xfl�.';�7? 'i 
Rubinstein's Exchange: tbbd7 - the sign for cxd5 

In the present section we will be dealing 
with the occupation of the c-file . 

Consider the following schematic diagram: 

In this sort of constellation White has 
good prospects of quickly seizing the c­
file after the exchange of pawns on d5 . 
If the black knight were still on b8 ,  then 
in the event of c4xd5 c6xd5 it could go 
to c6 and thus constitute a barrier on the 
c-file. 

� 1 7. 1  Rubinstein-Bogoljubow 
Vienna 1 922 

1 .d4 dS 2.c4 c6 3.e3 tZlf6 4.tZlc3 
g6 S.tZlf3 i.g7 6.i.e2 0-0 7.0-0 
tZlbd7?1 

Nowadays the most frequent move here 
is 7 ... .ig4. After 7 . . .  tZlbd7 ? !  White gets a 
considerable initiative on the queenside : 

1 0 6 

8.cxdSI  
The development of the knight to d7 i s  for 
Rubinstein the sign to play for the open­
ing and then the conquering of the c-file: 

8 ... tZlxdS 
For 8 . • •  cx:dS 9 .'iVb3 see the next game 1 7 . 2 .  

9.tZlxdS 
There was a good alternative in 9 .e4. 

9 ... cxd5 1 0.'iVb3 tZlf6 
l O  • • .  t2Jb8 intending ,  by means of 1 1 . . .  
ttJc6,  to set up a barrier on the c-file , can 
be met with I l .ttJe5 ! ,  e .g .  1 1 . . .ttJc6 
1 2 .ttJxc6 bxc6 1 3 .i.d2;t .t,I:ta(f)c l . 

1 1 .Ad2 tZle4 12.11fd1 

(see diagram next page) 

An interesting idea. If Black now exchanges 
on di , White recaptures with the rook 
and thus gains time for the occupation 
of the dUe (l:[a l -c 1 , l:rd2-c2) . If Black 
leaves the Ad2 alive, the latter can go to 
e 1 - there it does not disrupt the link 
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between the rooks and it can later be­
come active again � Technique No. 34. 
But the more aggressive 1 2. �b4!? .t.l:[fc l , 
as played in the game Larsen-Blau, Ziirich 
1 95 9 ,  would be even stronger. 

1 2  ... tLlxd2 
It was worth considering 1 2  . • .  �g4!? in­
tending . . .  'ilVd7 , . . .  l:tfcS . 

1 3.J:!.xd2 'ilVd6 
Worth considering was 1 3  . . . b6 14 • .l:kl 
�B !?,  e.g. I S .�d3 ( I S .�a6 'lWd6;!;) 1 5  . . .  
hd3 1 6 .l:txd3 .!:lcs 1 7 .l:tdc3 'iVd7 l S .'iVc2 
.l:rxc3 1 9 . 'iYxc3 e6 - Black has exchanged 
his bad bishop, and although White is ob­
viously better , it is questionable whether 
his advantage is sufficient for a win. 

1 4  . .I:!.c1 b6 
1 4  . . .  l:lbS ! ?  .t. . . .  i..d7 . 

1 S.':'dc2 �b7 1 6:fVa41 
This ties the liaS to the defence of the 
t!o.a7 ,  and at the same time Black must 
now bear in mind the idea of i..e2 -a6 -
after the exchange of bishops on a6 the 
cS-square would no longer. be accessible 
to the black rooks in the long run. 

1 6  ... a6 
Black frees his rook from the obligation 
of defending the a-pawn, but now new 
weaknesses appear in his camp. 
The alternative 1 6  . . . a5 1 7 .i..bS ':'fcS 
I S .i..c6 ! ±  was unpleasant enough, but 
nevertheless perhaps the lesser evil. 

1 7.l:tc7 bS 1 8.'iYaS 

1 8  ... .I:!.ab8 1 9.':'1 cS IUd8? 
This loses practically by force. 
A more resilient try was 1 9  ... M6 20 .  
VIIc3 e6 2 1 .tLleS !± .  

20.tLleS I 
This threatens the deadly 2 1 .tLlc6.  

20 ... �f6 
20  . . .  i..xeS 2 1 .dxeS 'iYxeS 22 .':'xb7+- .  

21 .tLlc6 e6 
2 1 . . .�xc6 2 2 . ':'Sxc6 with a winning 
position. 

22.93 
22 .ttJxb8 was also good enough: 
2 2 . .  .':'xbS 2 3  .�xbS ! �dS (2 3 . . .  axbS 
24.'iVxbS+-) 24.�d3 , and White retains 
an extra pawn with a better position. 

22 ... l:tdc8 
Nor could the bishops of opposite colours 
after 22 . . .  �xc6 2 3 .l:.Sxc6 'iYfS 24 .l:ha6 
save Black - White is threatening both to 
win the t!o. bS and also to occupy the sev­
enth rank with ':'aa7 .  

23.tLlxb8 l:txb8 

1 0 7 
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24.�xb51 �dS 
24 . . .  axbS 2S .'iYxbS +- .  

25.i.eS 
2S . .i.e2 was also good enough. 

25 .. :iHfS 
After 2s . . .  hc7 2 6.l::txc7 (26 .'iYxc7 is 
weaker: 2 6  . .  :�xc7 2 7 .'f1.xc7 ':'xe8 28,,!::txb7 
l:!.c8) 2 6  . .  ,lhe8 2 7 .lhb7 Black would 
also be lost in the long run. 

26Jlxb71 ba5 27.l:UtbS 'iYd6 2S.J:b7 
.i.b6 29J::tc6 'iYb4 30.i.xf7 + 1 -0 

� 1 7.2 A. Terekhin-Shulanov 
USSR 1 990  

1 .d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.e3 ttJf6 4.ttJc3 
g6 5.ttJf3 �g7 6 . .te2 0-0 7.0-0 
ttJbd7 S.cxd5 1  cxd5 

The difference with the previous 
example is that here Black immediately 
recaptures with the pawn. 

9.'iVb3 

9 ... e6 
After 9 . .. 4Jb6 the move 1 0 .a4! ? (b.a4-aS) 
was unpleasant. But here a very typical idea 
which is worth considering is 9 . . . 4Jb8! ? ,  
so  a s  to  close the c-file with . . .  ttJc6.  

1 0.i.d2 ttJe4 1 1 .l:.fd1 
White pursues the plan known from the 
above game. If Black does not now take 
on d2 , there follows i.e 1 and then 1::tac 1 .  

1 0 8 

1 1  ... ttJxd2 1 2.l:rxd2 
Now White is threatening a quick doubl­
ing of his rooks on the c-file . 

1 2  ... ttJf6?1 
12 . . .  4Jb8 1 ?  b. . . . ttJc6 was still worth con­
sideration. 

1 3.':'c1 ttJe4 1 4Jldc2 b6 1 5. 
tLlxe4 dxe4 1 6.ttJd2 .tb7 1 7.11c7 
..td5 1 S:�'a3?1 

A stronger move was 1 8.�c3 ! ( 1 8  . . .  
�xa2 ? 1 9 .b3 ) .  

1 S  ... l:.eS? 
After 1 8  • • .  aS the pressure is maintained by 
1 9  . ..tbS (later b6 could become weak) , 
but 1 8  . . . eS I promised good counterplay. 

1 9.:'xa7 �fS 20.':'xaS 'iVxaS 
21 :�xaS oUxaS 22.a3± 

The bishop pair does not represent quite 
enough compensation for the missing 
pawn. 

� 1 7.3 Taimanov-Terpugov 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 95 I 

1 .ttJf3 d5 2.c4 c6 3.d4 ttJf6 4.ttJc3 
ttJbd7?1 

A dubious decision. If Black does not 
want to enter the variation 4 ... dxc4, but 
is aiming for the set-up with . . .  e7-e6 , 
. . .  ttJbd7 ,  he generally plays 4 . . .  e6 first 
and only then . . .  tLlbd7 . 
But is this only a transposition of moves? 
In no way! 
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5.cxd51  
Now there is not  the option of . . .  e6xdS , 
and Black has to accept the opening of 
the c-file. 

5 ... cxd5 S.�f4 eS 7.e3 
Were Black's  queen's  knight on c6, we 
would have a well-known position from 
the Exchange Slav - l .d4 dS 2 .c4 c6 
3 . cxdS cxdS 4.ttJf3 ttJf6 S .ttJc3 ttJc6 
6 .�f4 e6 7 .e3 - in which White has at 
best only a minimal advantage. 
But in the present case the knight is not 
on c6 ,  but on d7 , which considerably 
increases White ' s  chances of successfully 
dominating the c-file. Compare also with 
the following Example 17. 4. 

7 ... �e7 S.h3 as 9.a4 
Directed against . . .  b7-bS . In the analogous 
position with the knight on c6 instead of 
d7 , a2-a4 would hardly come into ques­
tion considering the possibility of . . .  ttJb4. 

9 ... 0-0 1 0.�d3 bS 
After 1 0  . . . tiJhS 1 1 .�h2 fs 1 2 . 0-0  lLlhf6 
1 3 .'iVc2 lLle4 1 4.l:.fc 1 White's  pressure 
down the c-fIle would be very unpleasant. 

1 1 .0-0 .ib7 1 2.'iVe2!  

The queen too has its eye on a6 .  Black 
must now either leave the l:ta8 where it 
is, which is a handicap in view of the 
upcoming batde for the c-file , or play 
. . .  a6-aS , which allows his opponent the 
dangerous option of lLlc3-bS . 

1 2  ... lLle4 1 3.l:.fc1 f5 1 4.lLla2 
14.ttJd.1 !?  gS 1 S . .tc7 'iVe8 1 6 .ttJeS lLlxeS 
1 7 .i.xeS �d6 1 8  . .txd6 ttJxd6 1 9 .aS 
with an initiative on the queenside. 

1 4  ... 95 1 5.�c7 'iVeS 1 S.ttJe5 
lLlxe5 1 7.�xe5 �dS? 

The bishop is protecting the invasion 
square c 7 ,  but disrupting the link be­
tween the rooks . The correct move was 
1 7  . . . .id6 1 8 .�xd6 ttJxd6t .  

1 S.f3 lLlfS 1 9.1Llb4 a5 20.�b5 
lLld7 21 .lLld3 'fIe7 22.�h2 l:[cS 
23.lbcS ..txcS 24.':c1 �b7 

25.lLle5 ttJxe5 2S.�xe5± f4?1 
This attempt to obtain some activity just 
creates new weaknesses in his own camp. 

27.'iVd2 fxe3 2S.'iVxe3 1:[f7 29.':c3 
'tWb4 30.b3 ':f5? 

The final error - Black gives tip the con­
trol of the important invasion square c 7 .  

31 . ..tc7 �fS 32  . ..txbS, 
and White won in a few moves . 

A� supplementary material we give · the 
fo�lowing game with brief comments : 

� 1 7.4 Geller-Pfeiffer 
. Oberhausen (European Team Ch) 1 96 1  

1 .lLlf3 d 5  2.c4 cS 3.d4 ttJfS 4.lLlc3 
ttJbd7 5.cxd5 cxd5 S.�f4 eS 7.e3 

So far we are following the previous game. 

1 09 
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7 ... aS B . .td3 .te7 9.h3 � 1 7.5 Karlsson-Hebert 
9 .a4 (to prevent . . .  b7-b5) could have Thessaloniki (Olympiad) 1 9 84 

led back to the previous game 
Taimanov-Terpugov. 

9 ... b5 1 0.0-0 �b 7 1 1 .a4 b4 
1 2.tiJe2 l:!.cB 1 3.a51 

... 

This fixes the a6-pawn. 
1 3  ... 0-0 1 4.ttJc1 ttJe4 1 5. 'lW e2 
.l:[cS 1 S.ttJb3 'lWaB 1 7.ttJe5 ttJxe5 
1 B  . .txe5 fS 1 9.�f4 f511 20.f3 
ttJfS 21 .g41 ttJd71 22.l:.fc1 �xc1 + 
23 . .l:[xc1 fxg4 24J:lc71 

... 

This crowns White ' s  strategy - the , 
appearance of the rook on c7 makes the 
black position hopeless . 

24 ... gxf3 25. 'iVxf3 ]LcB 2S. 'ii'h5 
ttJfS 27 . ..txh7+1 �h8 2B.'iVh4 
]LdB 29.11xg7 1  �xg7 30.'iVhS+ 
�f7 31 .�dS 1:[gB+ 32 . ..txgB+ 
\!>xg8 33.'iYfB+ wh7 34.'tWxdB 

White won after four more moves. 

1 1 0 

1 0  . . .  ttJbd7 has just been played, and the 
Rubinstein exchange followed hard on 
its heels. 

1 1 .cxd51? cxd5 1 2.ttJc3 
White is planning to double rooks on 
the c-file after ttJ b5 (or ttJa 4 ) ,  'fi d 1 -d2 , 
lh(f) 1 -c 1  (in whatever order) and in 
doing so seize the only open file for 
himself. 

1 2  ... ttJe51 1 3.�g2 ttJcSI 
Hebert finds a way to make his oppo­
nent' s  plan more difficult - the knight 
goes to c6 and bodily closes the c-file. 

1 4.d4 eS 1 5.e3 ttJd7 

1 S.':'e1 1 
In order , by means of .tg2-fl , to in­
clude the king ' s  bishop in the play on 
the queenside. 

1 S  ... .l:.e8 1 7.�f1 ttJbS 1 8.l:[c1 .l:[e7 
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1 8  . .  J We7 ! ?  and then . . .  l:rec8 appears 
stronger - it would then be very difficult 
for White to get something tangible . 

1 9.1lJb5 a4 
The pawn can become weak here. 

20.b4 llJa7?1 
Why does Black voluntarily remove his 
barrier on the c-file - the llJc6? 

21 .llJxa7 l:[xa7 22 . .tb5 l:rc7 
23.l:txc7 W1xc7 24.l:re2 

In view of the subsequent l:!.c2 , 'iVc 1 as 
well as the weakness of the �a4 the 
white initiative on the queenside is very 
unpleasant. In the further course of the 
game Black did not manage to neutralise 
his opponent's activity. 

Queen behind the rooks - Smyslov's formation 

This technique is concerned with the fact 
that in the struggle for an open queenside 
file the following major piece formation 
is often very useful : 

One rook is on the open file ,  the other 
two major pieces are protecting it. The 

queen is not stopping the linking of the 
rooks and after the exchange of the first 
one it supports its colleague which 
immediately re-occupies the open file . 
Knowledge of this technique is valuable 
both in the struggle for the c-file and 
also for the a-file . Let us start with a few 
examples involving the c-file : 

� 1 8. 1  Botvinnik-Smyslov 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 95 2  

Being the only open file , the c-file i s  of 
course of great significance. For that reason 
1 0  . . .  .uc8 seems appropriate. But Smyslov 
handles this position differently : 

1 0  . .  :iYb61? 

1 1 1  
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A very interesting positional idea. It is 
not the ':'as but the king's rook which 
will come to cS and the queen is clearing 
the way for that .  After that it will return 
to dS so as to protect the cS-square one 
more time (and, in addition, not to block 
the advance . . .  b7 -bS ) . 
But what advantages has the set-up with 
llaS /I:[cS/'iYdS compared to ':'cS/'iYdS I 
llf8? The follOwing aspects have their 
part to play here : 
• If it comes to an exchange of rooks 

on the c-file, it is important for Black 
that his second rook is able to appear 
on that file straight away, but that is 
not possible with the ':'cS /'iVdS/':'fS 
set-up. 

• In the event of tLlf3-eSxc6 , . . .  .:.cSxc6 
or tLlf3-eS , . . .  tLlc6xeS , �f4xeS (or 
d4xeS)  Black wants to be able to 
double his rooks as quickly as pos­
sible on the c-file . 

• Black also intends to play . . .  ild7 -eS 
(we shall soon tell you the reasons 
for that) , but with a rook on f8 the 
bishop would break the communi­
cation between the rooks . 

An instructive example with 1 0  . . .  .i:tc8 is 
the game E.Vladimirov-Kudriashov, Riga 
1 9 7  S .  It continued 1 1  . .!:ic 1 tLlaS 1 2 .'iYe2 
a6 1 3 .tLleS .teS 1 4.':'c2 bS I s J:tfc 1 
'ii;lhS 1 6 .ttJb l  .l:[xc2 1 7 .'iVxc2 tDc4 I S .b3 
tLlxeS 1 9  . .txeS - White won the c-file 
and soon won the game. " 

1 1 .'tWe2 I:[fc8 1 2.I1ac1 ..ie81 
Cf. also '* Technique No. 34. 
As a precaution the bishop avoids the 
attack with tLlf3-eS , but there is more to 
it than that. It is very important that Black 
can now play . . .  tLlf6-d7 , strengthening his 
control over the eS -square , after which 
the idea of . . .  f7 -f6 , . . .  �eS-f7 and then 
. . .  e6-eS enters the realms of the possible . 

1 1 2 

Nor should the defensive idea of . . .  tLld7-
f8 be forgotten (from there the knight 
protects h7 ,  without itself being open to 
attack) nor the manoeuvre . . .  tLld7 -b6 .  
And finally the bishop i s  closer to  its 
monarch, which can be important in the 
event of aggression by the opponent on 
the kingside. 

1 3J::tfd1 
A plausible plan for White is the central 
advance e3 -e4. For that White needs his 
rook on d l , to overprotect the �d4. Con­
sider, e .g . ,  the following game by Smyslov: 
1 3 . i.gS h6 1 4.�h4 'Uk'dS I S  . .tb l tLld7 
1 6  . ..ixe7 'iVxe7 1 7 .ttJd2 f6 I S .f4 �f7 
1 9 .tLlf3 tLlfS 2 0 .'iYf2. tLlaS 2 1 .e4 dxe4 
n .tLlxe4 l:[xc 1 23  Jhc l 'ifdS H.'iVd2 
1/2-\12 ,  Antoshin-Smyslov, Moscow 1 96 3 .  

1 3  .. :iVd81 1 4  . ..ib1 a6 1 S.tLleS bS 
According to Botvinnik firstly l S  ... ttJaS ! ?  
and only then . . .  b7  -bS came into con­
sideration. 

1 6.tLlxc6 ':'xc6 
This threatens 1 7  . . .  b4 I S .ttJa4 ':'xc l 
1 9 .1hc l �xa4. 

" is  
Black was the first to occupy the c-file 
and thus achieve safe equality. 

1 7.�e1 
To be able to meet 1 7  . . .  b4 with I S .tLle2 . 

1 7 ... .:.ac8 1 8.tLle2 tLle4 1 9J:txc6 
.l:[xc6 20.tLlc1 

20 • .l:.c1 =  . 
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20 ... tLldS 21 .tLld3 tLlc4 22.'iYe2 fS 
23.i.g3 �gS 24.f3 'iYbS 25.i.f2 

b26 .e4. 
25 ... i.xd31? 2S . .txd3 Wic7 27.e4 
tLlbS 

The situation has taken on a somewhat 
combative complexion but it is still real­
ly level . The active black position on the 
queenside acts as a counterweight to the 
white bishop pair and advantage in 
space in the centre. 

� 1 8 .2 Gligoric-Bertok 
Titograd (Yugoslavian Ch) 1 9 65 

� 1 8 .3 Antoshin-Averbakh 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 95 5  

Thanks to his advantage in space White 
is slightly more active , but if Black 
manages to exchange all the rooks on 
the c-fIle without that file finishing by 
falling into the hands of the white queen 
he will be out of danger. 

1 5  ... l:.fc81 1 S.�d3 lIVd81 1 7.i.xf5 
exf5 1 8.l:lxc8 l:lxc8 1 9.1:tc1 hS 
20.l:lc5 .teS 21 .h4 bS 22.l:rxc8 

After 22.Uc 1  Black can claim by 2 2 . . .  
"fr !:.c7 ! b . . .  'iVc8 control of the open fIle. 

1 2.cxd51? 
The Rubinstein exchange, do you re­
member it? 
White hopes that after the opening of 
the c-file he will develop a dangerous 
initiative on the queenside. 

1 2  ... cxd5 1 3  . .te2 l:lfc81 
The Smyslov set-up helps Black to claim 
the c-fIle and to hold in check the whi

"
te 

queenside initiative. 
1 4.0-0 as 1 5.a3 Wid8 1 SJ;Ifd1 
tLle41 1 7.tLlxe4 i.xe4 1 8.'iVb4 g5 
1 9.i.g3 l:[xc1 20.!:.xc1 l:[c8 

Black has managed to swap off all the 
rooks , after which White has no 
advantage worthy of the name. 

21 .J:1c3 J:1xc3 22.'iVxc3 tLlfS, 
and the game ended in a draw. 

22 ... 'iVxc8 23.tLle1 .td7 24.b3 1/2- 1/2 

The following example leads by means 
of the Smyslov formation to the second­
ary theme ' the struggle fm the a-fIle' : 

� 1 8.4 Glyanets-Tobyas 
Prague 1 9 89  

1 1 3 
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Here Black has already completed the 
Smyslov set-up. Should the game now con­
tinue - as it in fact did - b2-b4 followed 
by an exchange on b3 , he is prepared for 
the battle for the a- as well as for the c­
file. Nevertheless , White is better on ac­
count of the bishop pair and the passive 
ii.f8 , but the disadvantage is bearable. 

25.b4 axb3 26.axb3 .uxa1 27. 
l:!.xa1 :ta8 

Without the Smyslov set-up, this option 
would not be available to Black. 

28..1ab1 ?1 
He would have more chances after 
28 .lha8 'iVxa8 29.b4, e .g .  2 9  . . .  'ila l +  
3 0 .Wh2 'ilb 1 3 1 .i.c3 f6 (3 1 . . .tbxe4? 
3 2 .i.d3) 3 2 .i.e2 , and White would 
retain a certain advantage. 

28 ... f5 11 
28 . . .  l:ta2 ! ?  

29.exf5 gxf5 30.b4 
3 0 .'iVf3 'iVf6oo. 

30 ... tbe4 31 .i.e1 �f6 
A position with chances for both sides . A 
major role is played by the fact that 
Black - thanks to the Smyslov set-up ! -
is in complete control of the a-file. 

� 1 8.5 Bilek-Geller 
Sousse (Interzonal tournament) 1 967  

.. 

White plans ii.b2-c3 and then b3-b4, so 
as to force the opening of the a-file after 

1 1 4 

. . .  axb4 (the moves . . .  as -a4 or . . .  b7-b6 
would result in pawn weaknesses) and 
to go on to take possession of the said file. 
With the black queen on d8 , then l:rxa8 
'ilxa8 , l:m -a 1 could be played, whilst 
with the queen on c7 or b6 doubling 
with 'ua2 and then IZ.fa 1  is an option. 
But Geller finds a way to thwart his 
opponent' s  intentions. 

1 1  ... �b61 1 2.i.e3 'ufe81 1 3JUe1 
Iji'd81 

Once again, the Smyslov set-up ! 
Now Black' s  idea becomes clear - the 
rooks are sent into battle for the me whilst 
the queen remains occupied in the back­
ground. Thanks to Geller's wise foresight, 
White can no longer conquer the a-file 
after b3 -b4 : 1 4.b4 axb4 l S .axb4 .uxa 1 
1 6  . .uxa 1 Ua8= and if 1 7  . .ua4, then 1 7  . . .  
bS ! 1 8 .l:[xa8 �xa8 .  

1 4.e4 Iji'f8= 1 5.a4 dxe4 1 6.tbxe4 
tbxe4 1 7  . .!:[xe4 i.f5 1 8.l:[e3 i.f6 1 9. 
'ilb2 .i.xe3 20.'ibe3 tbc5 21 .tbe5 

Here a draw was agreed . .  

� 1 8 .6 Panno-Karpov 
Madrid 1 9 7 3  

This example is very similar to  the previ­
ous one. But here the a-file has already 
been opened and White is hoping to 
occupy it. Were it his move he would of 
course exchange on a8 followed by .un -
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a l . But here too the Smyslov set-up comes 
to Black' s  help . 

1 3  .. :iVb61 1 4.�c3 IUcSI 1 S:iYb2 
�fS 1 6.h3 'ii'dS= 

Now all three of Black's major pieces are 
taking part in the struggle for the a-file, 
with the queen behind the rooks . There 
is nothing much White can do : 

1 7.l:laS l:[xaS 1 S.bxaS b6 1 9.axb6 
'ifxb6 20.l::ta 1  'iYxb2 21 .�xb2 
..ib4 22.cxdS cxdS 23.l::!.c1 1/2- 1/2 

� 1 8 .7  Andersson-Gulko 
Biel (Interzonal tournament) 1 9 7 6  

. r�:#'!�!l!9�_���>4,�\��'i 
Karpov's file-blocking 

Consider the following position : 

Here White makes use of the Smyslov 
set-up to transpose to a better endgame: 

1 6.'iVc21 tDfS 1 7JUc1 tDf6 1 S:iVd1 
'iVd7 1 9.':xaSI l:r.xaS 20.l:4a1 �cS 

20  . . .  .l::I.xa 1 is of course followed by 
2 1 .'iYxa l with an initiative for White -
that is exactly why the queen returned to 
d l  on move 1 8 . 

21 .l:txaSI 'iYxaS 22.'iYa41 �xa4 
23.tDxa4 �d7 24.tDb6 �eS 

2S.bxc6 �xc6 
Or 2 S  . . .  bxc6 2 6 .cS !± .  

26.tDb3 
t..tiJa5 ± . 

The significance of the a-file as the only 
.open file is obvious here : 

1 .i.a71  
Blocking the file in order to  double the 
rooks behind the bishop. After that the 
bishop returns . 

1 ... tDfS 2.:a6 .l:[fcS 3.:ca1 eS 
4 . .tcS± 

White has won the a-file. 

1 1 5 
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� 1 9. 1  Karpov-Unzicker 
Nice (Olympiad) 1 9 74 

Black' s  position is rather passive, but he 
is hoping to be able to win the a-file by 
means of the Smyslov formation. Thus if 
it  were Black to move, he could play for 
example . .  J:ta8xa2 followed by . .  J:tc8-a8 . 

24.SiLa7 1  
After this i t  suddenly turns out that the 
only person who can occupy the a-file is 
White, and specifically by the regrouping 
�c2 ,  l:[ea 1 ,  iLd 1 ,  i.e3 .  

24 ... ttJeS 25.SiLc2 ttJc7 26.l:[ea1 
'fIe7 27.i.b1 SiLeS 2S.ttJe21 

The ttJc7 i s  overprotecting the a8-
square, which in the event of 28 .i.e3 
l:[xa2 29 .'fIxa2 would make it possible 
for Black to play 2 9  . .  Jh8 . But, on the 
other hand, the knight is very passive 
just like its colleague on b7 .  For that 
reason Karpov maintains the tension on 
the a-file and begins to play actively ' on 
the kingside - his idea being £1-[4. His 
calculation is that Black will be in no 
position to defend both flanks simul­
taneously . 

2S ... ttJdS 29.ttJh21  .tg7 30.f41 f6 
After 30 . . .  exf4 3 1 .ttJxf4± the d4-square 
would fall into White 's  hands, moreover 
3 1  . . .  �h6 ?  fails to 3 2 .ttJxg6 ! .  

31 .15 g 5  32.SiLc21 

1 1 6 

Karpov is further planning ttJg3 and 
then �c2-d l -hS . 
White has a big positional advantage, 
which the forthcoming world champion 
convincingly turned into a victory. 

� 1 9 .2 Kasparov-Karpov 
Moscow (2 1 st WCh game) 1 9 8 5  

27.SiLh7!  
Intending to  double rooks on the h-file 
behind the shelter of this bishop. 

27 ... :fS 2SJlh6 ttJc7 29.ttJg3 
ttJf7 ! 

Thanks to this move - the knight 
protects the h8-square - Black does not 
lose the struggle for the h-file. 
We already saw the same idea in a mir­
ror image (it was about the a-file) in the 
example Karpov-Unzicker. In the present 
game Black had more luck and held his 
position, because here White could not 
conjure up a dangerous attack on the 

. other wing. 
30Jlh2  ttJe6 31 .ttJd3 ttJg7 
32.l:[ch 1 rJ;;e7 33.ttJf2 %IdS 
34.i.f5 .l:.xh2 35Jbh2 ttJxf5 
36.gxf5 l:f.hS 37.l:!.xhS ttJxhS 
3S.e4 ttJf7 

The slight advantage in space was not 
enough to give White a win. 
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� 1 9.3 Tu Hoang Thong-Kornliakov is very strongly met by 1 6 .J:.c3 with the 
Moscow (Olympiad) 1 994 threat of 1 7  .l:re3 . 

24.�a61  l:te7 2S.J:.aS ]:lea7 26. 
J:.ha1 weS 27.we2 

In order to threaten 2 8 .�b7 ,  the king 
avoids the knight check . . .  tiJc4+.  But 27 .  
i.b5 1 was stronger : 2 7  . . .  l:.xaS 28 .�xc6+ 
<;t>d8 29.bxaS tiJc4+ 30 .�e2 .l::!.a7 3 1 .a6+-.  

27 .. ,llbS 2S.�bSI± lIxaS? 
28 . .  J:tc7 was required. 

29.�xe6+ �dS 30JbaS, 
and White won. 

� 1 9 .4 A. Terekhin-Shein 
USSR 1 990  

1 S.�e71± 
The threat is J:.c2 , l:.fc 1  followed by the 
removal of the i.c7 , after which White 
conquers the c-file. 
Now 1 5  ... tiJe8? fails to 1 6 .�xd7 ! + - ,  
whilst 1 5  . . .  'li'a6 ( l S  . . .  �d8 1 6 .�xd8±) 

� 1 9.5 Pergericht-Schinis 
Haifa (European Team Ch) 1 989  

White intends to create a passed pawn 
on the queenside, but in view of the 
bishops of opposite colours this plan can 
only be dangerous if at least one pair of 
rooks remains on the board - this means 
that White must avoid a general ex­
change on the c-file : 

26.�e71 �dS 27.a4 a6 2S.lIcS lla7 
29 . .l:!.ae1 l:!.b7 30.bS axbS 31 .axbS 

31 ... Wg6 32.b6 fxeS 33.l:ta1 
:fS+ 34.<io>e2 e4 3S.':a4 .!:lf3 
36.l:teaS l:[e3 37.h3 hS 3S.h4 WfS 
39 . .!:la3 l:[xa3 40 . .l:txa3 

On account of the unfortunate position 
of his rook and White ' s  strong passed 
pawn Black was unable to save the game. 

1 1 7 
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:.tjcfiijiq..,e�:N� •. ·.··.2().·" 
Brute force: Blackburne's battering ram 

Sometimes it makes sense to post all 
three major pieces on an open (or semi­
open) file - thus setting up a sort of 
'battering ram ' .  

� 20. 1 Blackburne-Rosenthal 
Paris 1 8 7 8  

1 6.:ac1 a6  1 7.lba4 
t.lLlcs . 

1 7,..b6 
This deprives the opposing knight of the 
cS-square, but it weakens the position of 
the lLlc6 , the only barrier against White 's  
major pieces on the c-file. 

1 S.l::tc3 'iVeS 1 9.b3 �d7 20.l:i.fc1 
So as to play 2 1 .  'if c2 to drive away the 
lLlc6 and to gain access to the !'!,c7 .  But 
there is yet another threat - 2 1 .  'iff1 ! . 

20,..�h5 
To overprotect the lLlc6 with . . .  i.e8 .  

21 .'iVf1 lla7 
2 1 . . .bS 22 .lLlcs would be out of the 
question. 

22.a3 
22. ha6 lLlb4 2 3 .i.e2± is simpler -
but then the game would not have been 
so instructive for our purposes . 
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22,..lLlbS 
Black does not want to offer the !'!,a6 again. 
He is now hoping, after . . .  �d8 (to over­
protect the !'!,b6) and . . .  c7 -c6 , to be able 
to construct a fortress on the queenside. 

23.:1 c21 
Blackburne brings all three major pieces 
on to the c-file - and the rooks belong 
in front of the queen. 

23,..'iVdS 24.'iVc1 c6 25.i.f21 
t.i.h4. 

25,..lLlcS 26.i..f1 
White starts a further regrouping - he is 
planning to increase his pressure on c6 
by lLlb2-d3-b4. 

26,..�f7 
Now, as on the three previous moves , 
Black wants to take control of the b4-
square by . . .  a6-aS , . after which White 
would have to abandon his knight 
manoeuvre and look around for another 
plan. But perhaps Black believed that, if 
the knight popped up on b4, he could 
then still drive it away with . . .  a6-aS . 

27.lbb2 i..e6 ; 2S.ttJd3 \WeS 29. 
i..e2 'ife7 

29 . . .  aS I ? ,  as on the two previous moyes .  
30.lLlb4 i.d7 31 .i.f3 

... 
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Suddenly it can be seen that thanks to his 
battering ram White has strong tactical 
threats on the c-file and that Black there­
fore has no further opportunity for . . .  a6-
as , e . g .  3 1 . . .aS 3 2 . fudS l cxdS 3 3 .  
�xdS + cJi.lhS 34 . e6  �xe6 3 S .�xe6 
'iVxe6 36 . .l:txcS+- .  

31 .. :iYf7 32  . .ih4 0,e7 33Jle2 'iYe6 
33 ••• aS once more does not work: 34.e6! 
.txe6 3 S .0,xc6 0,exc6 3 6 .l:.xc6 0,xc6 
3 7 .'iYxc6 .!::[eS (3 7 . . .  ..td7 3 s .'iM6+-) 
3S . ..txdS +- .  

34.�xe7 1  'iYxe7 35.e6 1 .teS 
3S . . .  �xe6 3 6 .0,xc6+- .  

36.�xd5 cxd5 37.0,xd5 'iYd6 
3S.e7 0,c6 

3 S  . . .  'iYxdS 3 9 .exfS'iV+ cJi.lxfS 40 . .!:lcS+- .  
3 S  . . .  1:I.f7 3 9 .l:IcS+- .  

39.exfS'iV+ cJi.lxfS 40.0,e3?1 
40 .'iYe3+- was much stronger here, or 
40 .0,xb6 'lWxd4+ 4 1 .'iYe3 +- .  

4 0  ... 0,xd4 41 .l:rd2 'iYxf4 42.'iWf1 
'iVe5?1 43 . .!:lcd3 , 

and White won. 

� 20.2 Alekhine-Nimzowitsch 
San Remo 1 9 30  

In  view of his great advantage in  space 
White is clearly better . Now he starts to 
conquer the c-file . 

20 . .!:lfc1 l:.fcS 21  Jlc2 'iYeS? 

Nimzowitsch tries to keep in place at 
any cost the 0,c6 , which constitutes a 
barrier on the c-file for the opposing 
major pieces and for this he even accepts 
a terrible pin - an unfortunate decision. 
2 1  . . .  0,d8 was more resilient, although 
even then after 22 .l:!.ac l :txc2 B Jhc2 
0,g6 (B . . . .l:I.cS ? 24J:hcS 0,xcs 2 S .'iVc3 
0,e7 26 .'iVc7+ -) 24.0,e 1 (�0,d3 , 'iYc l )  
the black position would b e  very bad. 

22 . .I:lac1 
White prepares to set up Blackburne's 
battering ram (l:.c3 /l:!.c2/'iYc l ) .  In his 
notes to this game Alekhine pointed out a 
quicker way to achieve this - 22.lh3 b 

Z1ac3 , 'iYd2 -c l . But in comparison to 22 .  
.!::i:a3 the text move has an important ad­
vantage - it immediately attacks once more 
the 0,c6 and in doing so prevents the 
black queen from getting out of the pin. 

22 ... l:[abS 23.'iYe3 
Actually unnecessary, but White can play 
practically any move he wants - Black is 
condemned to complete passivity. 

23 ... l:.c7 24 . .!::i:c3 'iYd7 25 . .I:l1 c2 
cJi.lfS 26.'iVc1 llbcS 27.�a41 

Now the threat is the deadly b4-bS . 
27 ... b5 

Black sacrifices this pawn to gain time to 
transfer his king to dS , '  from where it 
will overprotect the .!:lc7 . 

2S . ..txb5 cJi.leS 29.�a4 cJi.ldS 
In the event of 30.bS the 0,c6 could 
then move away. Of course the white 
position would also be won, e .g .  
30 . . .  0,bS 3 1 .b6  I[xc3 3 Ll:[xc3 t!.xc3 
3 3 .'iVxc3 + - b 3 3  . . .  'iVxa4 34.'iYc7+ cJi.le8 
3 S .  bxa7 , but Alekhine finds a subtle way 
to end the struggle . 
Have you noticed that not a single black 
piece can move any longer? 

30.h41 h5 31 .cJi.lh2 96 32.93 1 -0 
Black is in a deadly zugzwang. 

1 1 9 
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� 20.3 Karpov-Spassky 
Montreal 1 9 7 9  

What we have here i s  a typical IQP posi­
tion. Karpov demonstrates most instruc­
tively how White exploits his advantage. 

22,l:[d31 l:tcdS 23.l:!.fd1 1:[Sd7 24 • 

.1:1 d2  'i¥b5 25,'iYd1 
Blackburne' s  battering ram is set up. 

2S .. ,bS 
And now, since the black pieces are occu­
pied with the defence of the �d5 , White 
starts preparing his attack on the kingside. 

2S,g31  �f8 27,�g2 Jie7 28,'iYh51 
as 29,h3 'iVcS 30,�h2 'iYb5 31 ,f41 

With the threat of 3 2 .f5 .  
31 .. ,fS 32,'i¥d1 

Again setting up Blackburne's battering ram. 
32 .. ,'i¥cS 33,g4 

33 .. ,g51 
This loses the �d5 by force, but the black 
position was in any case unpleasant enough, 

1 20 

so that, e .g . , 33  .. ,a5 could be met with 34.  
h4 and further expansion on the kingside. 

34,<;t>h1  
Before f4-f5 the white king gets off the 
b8-h2 diagonal as a precautionary mea­
sure. There is no good defence against 
3 5 .f5 Jif7 3 6 .e4 winning the �d5 . 

34 .. ,a5 
34 . . J:l:d6 3 5 .Jib4 l:l6d7 3 6 .Jixe7 l:lxe7 
3 7 .e4±. 

35.f5 Jif7 3S,e4 
Thanks to his battering ram on the d-file 
Karpov wins the �d5 and soon the game 
too. 

3S .. ,�g7 37,exd5 'fIIc7 38J:te2 b5 
39,l:!.xe7 l:[xe7 40,dS 'iVc4 41 ,b3 1 -0 

� 20.4 Andersson-Temirbaev 
Erevan (Olympiad) 1 99 6  

For the moment, his control of  the a-file 
is not bringing White much. Andersson 
takes a clever decision - to bring his 
major pieces on to the semi-open c-file, 

. after which his opponent will have big 
problems with the defence of the �c7 .  

32,1:[a1 1 l:re7 33,':c1 1 'iVdS 34,�a3 
'ifd8 

Black avoids the exchange of queens in 
the hope of counterplay on the kingside . 

35,l:!.c51 1:[g7 3S,�c1 'iYdS11 
Temirbaev is building his hopes on an 
attack after . .  .f5 -f4 and would like to keep 
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as many pieces on the board as possible 
for that reason. But it was more advisable 
to exchange the inactive rook by 36 .. . �8. 

37 . .I:1.c2 
37.l:la3 l:taS ! .6.3 S .llac3 tba4 39 .l1a3 tbb6. 

37 ... f5 
Still 3 7  .. J:la8! ? ,  though now 3 S .tbc4 
would not be bad after it. 

38.1:1a31 �e6 39.llac31 f4 40.tbf1 

i ·· · . , .!�t?�#.I'�Vt�':l9:��;.g4,,:J 

40 ... tbd5?1 
After 40 . . . lba.8 , when one takes into 
account the protection of the queenside 
pawns, both the llbS and the ttJaS 
would be condemned to immobility, 
which would naturally also mean the 
end of all Black's  dreams of an attack. 
After 4 1 . 4Jd2 .6.tbe4 White would 
achieve a clear advantage . 
But Black does no longer want to worry 
about the !':,c7 and he sacrifices it, but 
that soon turns out to be the greater 
evil. 

41 .�xd5 �xd5 42J1xc7 l1bg8 
43.tbd2 h5  44.tbe4 i.xe4 
45.dxe4 fxg3 46.hxg3 'ifb4 
47J12c4 'iVxb5 48J::t7c5 'ifb6 
49.l:!.xe5 .I:1.f8 50.l1ec5 1:[gf7 51 .f3, 

and White won. 

Avoiding the opening of a file - the 'padlock' 

A very useful method of  preventing the 
opening of files. Let us take a look at the 
follOwing schematic diagram. 

White is planning to open the a-file for 
his rook by b4-bS followed by a4-aS . But 
Black plays . . .  a7 -a6 ! and in doing so keeps 

the files on the queenside closed, because 
after b4-bS he has at his disposal . . .  a6-aS , 
whereas a4-aS is met by the reply . . .  b6-bS .  

� 2 1 . 1  Petrosian-Gligoric 
Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade 

(Candidates ' tournament) 1 959  

1 2 1  
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Do not let yourself be put off by the ap­
parently hanging position of the ttJg5 . 
Black is playing practically without his 
.:ta8 and �c8 . His only hope of activating 
the .:ta8 consists of . . .  b6-b5 followed by 
. . .  a6-a5 . Petrosian could have frustrated 
this by 2 1 .a4! - the files on the 
queenside would then have remained 
irrevocably closed. 
But the game continued 

21 .ttJc4?I, 
and after 

21 ... exf4 22.gxf4 b51 23.liJd2 
(23 .ttJa5 ? fails to 23 . . .  �xc3 24Jhc3 
'ite4+ 25 .'it>g l 'iYxb4) 

23 ... ttJe4 24.�xf6 l:[xf6 25.�f3 
(in the event of 2 5 . ltJb3 White has to 
reckon with 25  . . .  ltJxc3 26  . .:txc3 'iY e4+ ) 

25 ... a5 
Gligoric obtained some counterplay. 

� 2 1 .2 Spassky-Petrosian 
Moscow (7 th WCh game) 1 966  

The semi-open g-file promises Black 
good chances of an attack on the king . In 
order to get counterplay, White for his 
part must open files on the queenside . 
Can Black prevent this? 

1 7  ... c41 1 B  . .i.e2 a61 
With his last  two moves Petrosian has 
destroyed White's  hopes. Now the queen­
side remains closed - a4-a5 is followed 
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by . . .  b6-b5 , whilst b4-b5 meets the 
reply . . .  a6-a5 . The fact that in doing so 
Black conceded to his opponent the d4-
square is not of great significance here. 

1 9.�h 1  �dgB 20 . .l:lg1 .l:.g4 21 . 
'iVd2 

2 1 . ttJh2 l:tg6 22 .ltJf3 lihg8 does not 
change much. 

21 ... J:.hgB 22.a5 b51+, 
and the black attack on the kingside 
decided the game. 

� 2 1 .3 King's Indian Defence 
Theoretical variation 

1 .d4 liJf6 2.c4 g6 3.ttJc3 �g7 
4.e4 d6 5.ltJf3 0-0 6.�e2 e5 7.0-0 
ltJc6 B.d5 ltJe7 9.ltJe1 ltJd7 1 0.f3 
f5 1 1 .g41? 

1 1  ... f41 
1 1  . . .  ff6 is better, so as to maintain the 
tension, or also 1 1  . . .  c;;t>h8 1 ?  t. . . .  liJg8 ! ,  so 
. as , if the opportunity arises, to exchange 
9ff the bad bishop by . . .  �h6 . 

1 2.h41± 
Now Black can say farewell to all his 
hopes of effective counterplay on the 
kingside : . . .  h7-h5 is followed by g4-g5 , 
after . . .  g6-g5 comes of course h4-h5 .  
And on the other side of the board Black 
will soon be under extreme pressure . 
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� 2 1 .4 Sicilian/Dragon Variation 
Theoretical variation 

1 .e4 c5 2.ttJf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.ttJxd4 
ttJf6 5.ttJc3 g6 6.�e3 i.g7 7.f3 0-0 
S:tWd2 ttJc6 9.0-0-0 d5 1 0.exd5 
ttJxd5 1 1 .ttJxc6 bxc6 1 2.�d4 e5 
1 3.�c5 l:eS 1 4.ttJe4 �e6 1 5.h4 

1 5  ... h6 1  
The padlock. 

1 6.g4 �c7 1 7.g5 
1 7 .hS gS ,  and the door is closed. 

1 7  ... h5 
With chances for both sides. White has 
to switch from the attack to prophylactic 
measures,  e .g .  1 8 .�c4 l:[ed8 1 9 .'iif2 .  

� 2 1 .5 Kasparov-Petrosian 
Moscow 1 9 8 1  

The game continued 
29 ... �d7 30.h51 .ixa4? 

' . 

30 . . .  gxhS 3 1 .�h4 .ig4 3 2 .fxeS fxeS 
3 3 .  i.gS 1:[f8 34 .�f6 �h6 3 S J�bf2 
llae8= Kasparov. 

31 .h61 
It is interesting that White does not use 
the advance h4-hS for the opening of 
the h-file by hSxg6 ,  but that he decides 
on the continuation hS -h6 - it will soon 
become clear how unpleasant the presence 
of the pawn on h6 is for the black king . 

31 .. :fic7 
3 l . . .'iVxh6? 3 2 . fxeS +- .  
As extensive further analyses showed, 
Kasparov could now have achieved a win­
ning position with 32.fxeS ! fxeS 33 .�gS 
,W's 34.�f6 , e .g .  34 .. Jbe8 3S .ttbf2 
�d7,  and Jussupow gives 36 .�g7!  
l:hf2 (36 . . .  .I:I.f4 3 7 .�xeS + - Kasparov) 
3 7. 'iVxf2 �c8 38 .d6 ! �xd6 39 .cS + - . 
But let us return to the diagram position. 
As Petrosian himself later pointed out 

29 ... h61? 
(the padlock ! )  would have been well 
worth considering ,  so as · to be able to 
meet h4-hS with . . .  g6-gS . The position 
would then have been more or less level. 

� 2 1 .6 Romanishin-Dolmatov 
Moscow 1 985 

1 9  ... a51 
Unless he has the possibility of being 
able to open files on the queenside, 

1 2 3 



Techniques of Positional Play 

White ' s  passed pawn is not very dan­
gerous . 

20oVWd3 l:!.fdS 21 .b3 b4? 
He unnecessarily demolishes his own 
fortress on the queenside. White can now 
open lines there and force his way in. 

22.a31 �c6 23.axb4± axb4 24. 
'iVd4 l:tbS 25.1:.a6 'iVc7 26.l:tb6 

White has the initiative. 

� 2 1 . 7 Chekhover (Study) 
Parna Ty Bull 1 947 

In view of the inevitable . . .  l:rhS-h2 the 
white position appears to be lost. 
However . . .  

1 .rJold1 1 1 l:th2 2.rJole1 1 l:[xg2 3.�f1 
l:[h2 4.�g1 ! �h5 5.f31=  

A wonderful fortress .  On the queenside 
Black cannot open any me on account of 
the padlock a3 -b3 , whilst on the king­
side the white monarch is personally 
guarding all the invasion squares : as 
long as the rook is on �e h-me, it goes 
back and forward between g l  and g2 ,  
and as  soon as  the latter changes to  the 
e-me between fl and fl .  Nor does the 
idea of a rook sacrifice on e4 lead to 
success .  

The final example appears almost like an 
endgame study at the finish of a practical 
game : 
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� 2 1 .8 Khramov-Roshal 
USSR 1 9 70  

Black' s  situation looks to be a sad one. 
There is no defence against .:r.dS+ ,  after 
which White is left with two extra pawns. 
Is there any way to save the game? 

46 .. . ttJh3+! 47.rJolf1 �cS! 4S . .:r.dS+ 
'ti'xdS 49 . .txdS rJolxdS 50.gxh3 b61= 

It is perhaps not so easy to believe, but 
despite his two extra pawns White cannot 
win. On the queenside and in the centre 
his king has no squares on which it can 
invade, and there is no changing that , 
because Black replies to a4-aS with . . .  b6-
bS, whilst b4-bS is naturally followed 
by . . .  a6-aS . As for the kingside - it is 
even enough for the black king to move 
back and forth between g8 and hS . 
There is however one thing which Black 
must not do: take the �f6 .  Then White 
could finally penetrate via the f6-square. 
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Some aspects of piece exchanges 

r,: :rf!C�p'" ,!�· . . No� .•. ·��;;. ;i 
Botvinnik's prescription : exchange those 
pieces which are protecting entry squares! 

Very often, despite impressive domi­
nation - e .g .  total control of an open file 
- it is for the time being impossible to 
invade the opponent's camp decisively , 
since the latter has cleverly taken control 
of the entry squares . 
Then the active side must try to swap off 
or to drive away the pieces which are 
thwarting his intentions. 

� 22. 1 Botvinnik-Sorokin 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 93 1  

Both of White ' s  rooks are occupying in 
threatening fashion the d-fIle, but for the 
moment the entry square d7 is triple­
protected. Botvinnik shows an interesting 
idea : 

20.'li'e31 'li'xe3 

2o • •  :iVc7? 2 1 .liJxe5 ! 'iVxe5 22 .�xb6 ,  
and 2 2 . . .liJxe4? i s  refuted by 23 .�e3 +- .  

21 .fxe3 
White has accepted a disadvantageous 
pawn structure, but there is a profound 
positional reason for this decision. 
After the exchange of queens , which 
from Black' s  point of view is practically 
forced, the �e5 has become susceptible . 
And now Black has not only to ward off 
the more active white rooks , but also to 
worry about his weak e-pawn. 

21  . . .  .ig4 22.a51 
Now the tiJb6 must give up the control 
of the d7 -square. 

22 ... liJc8 
Black intends . . .  liJe 7 -c6 . 
As Botvinnik explains in his comments , 
22 . . .  liJbd7 would have been weaker on 
account of 2 3 .h3 , e .g .  2 3  . . .  ..txf3 24 . gxf3 
tiJc5 (24 . . .  .l:i.fd8 25 .tiJd5 ! +-) 2 5 .M tiJe6 
26 . .ixe6 fxe6 2 7 .liJa4 (b..liJc5 ) ,  and the 
g�me is practically decided. 

23J�c1 
With this move White restores the threat 
of liJxe5 :  and in addition this rook is 
now casting an acquisitive eye on the 
c7-square. 
Also worth considering was H.h3 !? ,  so 
as to force the exchange on f3 .  

1 25 
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23 ... �xf3 
With this move, Black - at least temporar­
ily - frees himself from his concerns about 
the �eS . But on the other hand Black ex­
changes his bishop which should actually 
be guarding the d7 -square and at the same 
time improves the white pawn structure. 
An alternative would be B . . .  ne8 ! ?  
Botvinnik does not think very highly of 
this move on account of 24.hl . Never­
theless, Black here has two alternatives to 
the capture on f3 :  

analysis diagram 

a) 24 . . .  �S 
After this Botvinnik recommends 2S .tbh4 
intending g2 -g4, but after 2S  . . .  tLle7 
(.t.26 . g4 �g6 2 7 .tLlxg6 tLlxg6) there is 
nothing special in sight for White. 
However, a stronger move is 2S .tLldS ! ,  
to swap off the final guardian of the d7-
square (Botvinniks methoc!!), e .g .  
2S • . •  tLle7 ( 2S  . . .  tiJxe4 is followed by 26 ;  
l:[dc2 ! with the threats 2 6 .tLlc7 or ·2 6 .  
l:[xcs l::!.axcS 2 7  JhcS .l:.xcs 2 S .  tLle 7 + ) 
26 .4Jxf6+ gxf6 2 7 .l:.d7± .  
b )  24 . . .  ..te6 ! 2S . i.xe6 lhe6 26 .�d8+ 
Here Botvinnik' s  analysis finishes with 
the indication that Black loses the �eS . 
But that is not the end of matters : 26 ... .l:le8 
( 26  . . .  tiJeS ? or 2 6  . . .  Wh7 ? is followed by 
2 7 .tLldS +-) 2 7  . .l:.xeS+ tLlxeS 2S .tLlxeS 
tiJcd6 29 Jldl ':c8 , and in view of White's 
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compromised pawn structure it would 
be anything but simple to turn the extra 
pawn into the full point. 
But this reservation does not in the 
slightest devalue Botvinnik' s  idea 2 0 .  
�e3 ! - indeed, after 2 3  . . .  .ld.e8 all Black 
has to fight for is survival. 

24.gxf3 tLle7 

2S.tiJdSI tLlc6? 
The decisive mistake - Black allows his op­
ponent to exchange the tLlf6 and to invade 
on d7 with the rook. Because of its pres­
sure against f7 the .ta2 is a powerful aid 
to White ' s  activity on the seventh rank. 
In the event of 2S  . • •  ffidS Botvinnik did 
not want to continue with 26.exdS tLlfS 
2 7 .e4 tiJd6 (with a blockade of the �dS) , 
but with 26. i.xdS 4JxdS 2 7.lhdS , after 
which 'material gains would be assured' . 
But if we continue this variation with 
2 7  .. J�ac·8 !  2 s Jhcs (2 S .l:[dcS ! ?;!;) 2S  . . .  
J:[xcS 29 Jhes '!:!'c 1 +  3 0 .�fl .u.c2+ 
3 1 .Wg3 l:hb2 ,  it becomes clear that this 
evaluation was too optimistic. 
·B�t let us return to the option rejected 
by Botvinnik : 26.exdS ffi ,  and then 
play not 2 7 .e4, but 27.d6 ! ,  after which 
White has a really big advantage, e .g .  
2 7  • • •  !li'd8 (27 . . .  ttJxe3 2 S  . .:!.e l tLlfS 29 .  
.l:.xeS± ,  2 7  . .  J:tadS 2 S .d7 tLlxe3 29  . .:!.e l 
ttJfS 3 0 .l:heS±) 28.d7 tLlxe3 29 .Ue l (29 .  
�b l ! ? fS 30 . .l:!.cS) 29 . . .  tiJfS 3 0 .lheS ± .  
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But Black can also strengthen his play : 
26 • . • �c8!  (instead of 26  . . .  lbf5)  promises 
him considerable chances of a draw. e .g .  
27.lhc8 ( 2 7 .l:!.dc2 %hc2 2 8 .l:txc2 l:!.c8) 
27  . .  J hc8 2 8 .d6 lbc6 29 .l:rd5 l:rd8 . 
A more thorough analysis would go well 
beyond the bounds of this book. Conse­
quently we note that in any case Black has 
not taken advantage of all his defensive 
resources .  
After the text move 2 5  . . .  lbc6 ? Botvinnik 
smoothly carries out his main intention 
- the penetration on d7 : 

2S.lbxfS+ gxfS 27.l:td7 

27 ... l:tabS 
27 . . .  lbxa5 2 8 .l:kc7 + - .  

2S.<it>f21 
The threat is l:tg 1 + .  but after Black now 
does take on a5 . White does not need to 
bother with this possibility . 

2S ... lbxa5 29.l:tcc7 :tbcS 30.:txf7 
l:txc7 31 Jbc7+ <it>hS 32.i.d5 b5 

3 2 . . .l:t.b8 3 3  . .1:[£7 +- .  
33.b3 

xlba5 ; 3 3 .l:ra7 ! ?  tLlc4 34.b3 + - .  
33 ... l:I.dS 34.c;!;>g3 

34Jlf7 ! ?  l:td6 3 5 .';!;Jg3 lbc6 3 6 .<it>g4+- .  
34 ... f5 35.<it>h4 fxe4 3S.fxe4 .l:[dS 
37.<it>h5 l:I.fS 3S.h3 .l:IdS 39.h4 
l:tbS 40.Wg4 IUS 41 .11a7 l:tbS 
42Jle7 .l:.dS 43.l:tc7 l:!.bS 44.Wh5 
l:tdS 45.i.f71 IItS 

45 . . .  Wg7 46 .b4 lbc6 47 . .td5 + +- .  
4S.i.gS lbxb3 47.WxhS .l:[fS 4S. 
.l:[h7+ wgS 49..1::[g7+ <it>hS 50.�f7 

Black resigned. 

In the next game Black himself offers the 
exchange of his defending bishop . 
Although apparently passive, he really 
should have kept the i.c8 on the board : 

� 22.2 Capablanca-Alekhine 
Buenos Aires (5 th WCh game) 1 92 7 

1 5  ... �eS?1 
A dubious decision, after which the first 
player obtains the initiative. White is 
glad to exchange this bishop . because 
afterwards - after doubling rooks on the 
d-file - the d7-square becomes acces­
sible to him. 
The move given by Alekhine is stronger : 
1 5  . . . MS with complete equality. 

1 S  . .txeSI 'ifxeS 1 7Jld3 'iWfS 
1 S:iVb3 'ife7 1 9JUd1 l:[adS 

19 . . . l:tfd8 ? 20 .t!Vxb7 ! +- :  
. 20.h3 

Now there is a threat of a general 
exchange on d8 , followed by �xb7 .  

20 ... J:[xd3 
20 . . .  b6 2 1 .'iWa4! l:txd3 n J:t xd3 'iVc7 
2 3 .  'if d I ;!;  .t.l:td7 . 

21 Jbd3 gS 22:�'d1 ;!;; 'ife5 23. 
'ifd2 a5 

1 2 7 
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2 3  . . .  l::!.e8 24 . .!ld7 .:te7 does not solve the 
difficulties :  2 s JM8 +  �g7 26J:ta8 ,  since 
2 5  . . .  .!:[e8 ? 2 6 .'iVd4! already costs a pawn. 

24J:td7 

32 .. :iVfS 33.f4 ld.eS 34.eS 'iVe7 
3S.a3 as 3S.hS 'fIVeS 37.'iVd7 

With his previous moves (f3-f4, e4-e5 ,  
h4-h5) White has gamed even more space 

White has frrm control of the d-flle and this and is now ready to exchange queens - in 
gives him the initiative till further notice . the resulting rook ending the advantage in 

space and the difference in the activity of 
� 22.3 Simagin-Kotov the pieces will make itself felt most clearly. 

Moscow 1 945 One might perhaps argue whether this 

The white rooks on the d-flle are impres­
sively posted, but how to make progress? 

30.ttJxe61 .!:[xe6 31 .l:.xeSl llxe6 
3 1 . .:iYxe6 would be quite bad: 
3 2 .'iVxe6 fxe6 (3 2 .. .l:!.xe6 3 3 .l::td8+ 
'It>h7 3 4.l:ld7+-) 33 . .!:[d7 l::tb8 34 .f4+- .  

32.'iVd4 
This endgame is clearly better for White -
he has uncontested control of the d-flle and 
can further strengthen his position with 
a pawn advance in the centre and on the 
kingside, whilst Black has no counterplay. 

1 2 8 

position can be won against the strongest 
defence , but in any case Black clearly has 
the worse cards. In what followed Kotov 
did not manage to save the game. 

37 ... l::te7 3S.'fIVxe6 fxe6 
38 . .  Jhe6 3 9 J:ld8+ �h7 40J:td7 +- .  

39.�f3 .!:[c7 40.�e4 �f7 
Or 40 . . .  cS 4 1 .bxc5 l:lxc5 42 .l::td8+ c;t>h7 
43 J:ld6 l::tc4+ 44.'itd3 l::ta4 45 Jhe6 
l:.xa3 + 46 .c;t>e4 l:rX;g3 (46 . . .  b5 47 .l::tb6 
.l:.xg3 48.e6+-) 47 .l::tb6 ,  and White wins. 

41 .l::rd6  
4 1 . g4! ? b.f4-f5 . 

41 ... 'it'e7 42.fS 
42.g4!? ,  without fear of the pawn ending: 
4L. .l:rd7 ? 43 .l:txd7+ c;t>xd7 44. 'it'd4 b6 45. 
a4 �c7 46.a5 c5+ (otherwise White invades 
via the c5-square) 47 .bxc5 bxa5 48 .fS+-.  

"42 . . .  exfS+ 43.�xfS cS 
The fmal chance of counterplay lay in 
43 ... aS I ?  b.44.bxa5 cS . 

44.bxcS �xcS 4S.l:.bS l:rc7 4S.g4 
'it'f7 47.a4 �e7 4S.aS 'it'f7 49. 
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..t>e4 �e7 50.�d5 'ud7+ 51 .'ud6 
l:!.c7 52.e6 weS 53.l:!.b6 rtJe7 54. 
l:!.b1 rtJeS 55.l:f.b4 'uc1 56.11xb7, 

and White won. 

� 22.4 Kholmov-M.S. Tseitlin 
Voskresensk 1 990 

1 S.tLlb61  
This forces the exchange of the �d6 , 
which is blocking the d-file. 

1 S  . . .  t2Jxb3+ 1 9.axb3 cxb6 20. 
llxd6 'iVe7 

White ' s  next task is to force the ex­
change of the remaining black bishop so 
as to obtain access to the d7 -square . 

21 .'iVh51  �e6 22.tLlf5 1 
22 .l:rxb6 ?  would fail to 2 2  . .  :iYc5+ but 
now there is a real threat of J:[xb6 .  

22 ... �xf5 
22  . .  :ilc7 ? loses on account of 2 3 .t2Jxg7 ! .  

23.'Wxf5 l:tadS 24.l::td7 
Of course not 24Jbb6? ?  'uxd 1 + 2 5 .  
rtJxd l 'iVd8+ .  

2 4  . .  J:l.xd7 25.l:xd7 'iVh4 26.h3± 

Exchanging bishops in order to 
weaken a complex of squares 

Whenever during a game it comes about 
that the pawns (on one wing or in the 
centre) are almost exclusively on the 
squares of a single colour, then the squares 
of the opposite colour tend to weakness. 
But as long as the defending side' has at 
its disposal sufficient pieces to cover this 
Achilles heel, the square wt:akness is no't 
usually decisive. 
The weakness of the squares does not 
become significant until the attacking 
side manages to eliminate by means of 
exchanges the defending pieces . 
The following classical example - which 
has been discussed in too one-sided a 
way in too many manuals - also shows, 
last but not least, the tactical resources 

(note for example the motif d4-d5 ! )  
with which the defender can avoid 
being 'fixed' on the weak squares : 

� 23 . 1  Mieses-Alekhine 
Baden-Baden 1 9 25 

1 29 
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Almost all of White ' s  pawns are on dark 
squares. With his next move Alekhine 
offers the exchange of light-squared 
bishops in the hope that after that the 
light squares will turn out to be weak. 

1 4  ... tLJa511 1 5.�xd7+ 'itxd7 1 6.b4 
tLJc6 

An interesting try was 1 6  ... tiJb3 ! ?  
1 7 .l:r.b l tLJxc l l S .l:tfxc l  hS  1 9 .c4 ':agS 
and if 20 . cS ,  then 20 . . . i.f4. 
In the position after 1 6  . . .  tiJc6 Black has 
two basic plans: 
• Activity on the kingside with . . .  h7-

hS -M or . .  .f6-fS -f4. 
• . . . a7 -a6 and then . . .  b7 -bS , so as to 

fix the white queenside pawns on the 
dark squares .  

As he continues, White must bear in mind 
these two possibilities for his opponent. 

1 7  . .:i:d1 
This move is only OK insofar as White 
links it to the correct plan. One alternative 
consisted of 1 7.bS l ?  (gains space on the 
queenside and prevents the aforementioned 
. . .  a7-a6 , . . .  b7-bS)  1 7  . . .  tiJaS ! ?  l S J:tb l  a6 
1 9 .c4 axbS 2 0 .cS i.e7 2 1 .axbS fSoo .  
A further option was the immediate 
1 7.dS ! ?  tLJe7 ( 1 7 . . .  tLJeS ? !  1 S .f4 with the 
initiative) I S .dxe6+ ( 1 S .l:r.dl  � 1 7 .l:r.d l 
tLJe7) l S  . .  .fxe6 1 9  . ..ib2 eSoo. 

1 7  ... a611 
We already know the idea behind this 
move - namely to get in . . .  b7-bS . But here 
Mieses could by 1 8.dS ! thwart his oppo­
nent' s  plans and obtain a strong initiative; . 
e .g .  1 8  . . .  tiJe7 ( l S  . . .  tLJeS 1 9 .f4 tLJg6 20 .  
dxe6+ fxe6 2 1 . c4±) 1 9.d.xe6+ fxe6 20 .  
c4  with a big advantage for White . 
1 7  . . .  tiJe7 was stronger, e .g .  I S .dS eS 
( 1 S  . . .  l:[hgS 1 9 .dxe6+ fxe6 20 .c4 with 
the initiative) 1 9. tiJg4 tLJgS 2 0 .i.d2 hS 
(20 . .  .fS ! ?  2 1 .tLJe3 f4 2 2 .gxf4 tLJf6gg) 
2 1 .tLJe3 tLJe7 2 2 . c4 e4oo. 

1 3 0 

1 8.':b1 11  
As pointed out, I S .dS ! was better. 

1 8  ... b51 
The scheduled follow-up to . . .  a7-a6.  
18 . . . tiJe7 was no longer advisable , 
moreover, on account of 1 9 . c4 ! .  

1 9.a511 
Mieses voluntarily weakens his light 
squares on the queenside . Why not 
1 9.d5 ! tLJe7 20 .dxe6+ fxe6 2 1 .c4 (or 
first 2 1 .�b2 ! ?) 2 1 . . .bxc4 22 .tiJxc4 with 
a slightly better position? 

1 9  ... tLJe7 20.l:tb211 
Did White really believe that his pawns 
would feel most at home on the dark 
squares? 20.dS loo was still the best con­
tinuation. 

20 ... <;i(c6 
Objectively speaking ,  20 ... c6 ! was stron­
ger. But probably Alekhine sensed that his 
opponent was not ready to play d4-dS . 

21 .'itf1 ? 
White here misses his final chance to 
advance the d-pawn: · 2 1 .dS+ 1  'itb7 (or 
2 1 . . .tiJxdS 2 2 .tiJxdS exdS 2 3 .l:rbd2(0) 
2 2 .dxe6 fxe6  2 3 . c4 !00 .  

21 ... tLJd5 
Now the weakness of White's light squared 
complex has finally been established. 

22.<;i(e1 h51  
Now Alekhine begins his expansion on 
the kingside . 
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We already studied the further course of the 
game under Technique No. 15, 'File open­
ing with the rook pawn' (Example IS. 2). 

� 23 .2  Makogonov-Botvinnik 
Sverdlovsk I 943 

All the white pawns - with the excep­
tion of the [:,a2 - are on dark squares, 
but for the moment the ttJc3 and the 
..tc2 are still to some extent controlling 
the holes on the light squares. So : 

1 3  ... �xe31 1 4.bxe3 �fSI 1 S.�xfS 
'i¥xfS=F 

� 23 .3  Andersson-Tempone 
Buenos Aires 1 9 7 9  

The light squares on the black queenside 
are weak. How can this be exploited? 
(For the pre-history of this position see 
also t:::> Example 3. 71) 

20.�b3 

The immediate 20. �bS l seems to be 
more accurate - then White, in the event 
of 20 . . .  ttJe7 , has at his disposal 2 1 .l:rdS+ 
�xdS 2 2 . l1xdS + ..tfS 2 3  . .!::!.bS tiJd5 
24.�c4 tiJxe3+ 2 5 .fxe3 winning the 
[:,b6 .  Just like in the future course of the 
game the bishops of opposite colours are 
not a great worry here, since the .ifS 
remains passive - here too White will 
bring his king to b5 . 

20,..�f8 21 . .tbS :tee7?1 
2 1 .  .. ttJe7 was more resilient: 2 2  . .te2 
l:rac7 2 3 .'Jr> c4 tiJf5 24.Wb5 �b7± .  

22..he61 .l:txe6 23.Wc4 .te7 24.�d7 
.!:.ee7 2S . .c:xe7 l:[xe7 26.<J;>bS .l:[e8 

26 .. Jib7 27.Wc6 .!:.bS 28.rJk7 .:aS 29.�7+-. 
27.J:Id7 �f8 28.�xb6 We8 29Jlb7 
..td8+ 30.WbS e4 31 .�eS 1 -0 

� 23 .4 Balashov-Penrose 
Hastings 1 966/67  

. The tiJh4 is dreaming of dominating the 
f5-square, but the immediate 1 4.tiJf5 runs 
int�:>.14.: .ttJf6, and the tiJf5 cannot be main­
tained there. But there is a far better option. 

1 4.�g41 
White sacrifices a pawn, so as to swap 
off the �cS and to secure the f5-square 
for his knight. 

1 4,..ttJeS 1 S.�xe81 'i¥xg3+ 1 6.cJr>f1 
.l:[axe8 1 7.ttJfS 'iVf4+ 1 8.'iVf3 <J;>h7 
1 9.cJr>e2 .!::!.h8 20J:!.h4 �xf3+ 21 .gxf3± 

1 3 1  
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t T��hrifq�� :iv(j) �4: .J 

White has all the positional advantages 
he could wish for - and the extra pawn 
is no consolation for Black either. 
Next came: 

21 .. .l:[cg8 22.l:tah1 ':a8 23.ttJd1 
ttJd7 24.ttJde3 'ittg8 25.l:tg1 '!:[h7 
26.l::rhg4 

And Black resigned. 

The bishop zigzag: neutralising the good bishop 

From time to time this is a useful tech­
nique for neutralising a strong opposing 
bishop : 
Your own less effective bishop carries out 
a 'zigzag manoeuvre' in order to get on to 
the same diagonal as the opposing bishop 
and force the latter into an exchange. 

� 24. 1 Capablanca-Alekhine 
Buenos Aires (25th WCh game) 1 927  

The i.d3 is dearly more active than its 
black counterpart. Can Black do some­
thing about this state of affairs? 

21 .. . i.g4 

1 3 2  

It is going via hS to g6 ,  so as to 
exchange off the opposing bishop. 

22.ttJd2 
This plans ttJb3 -cS . 

22 .. J�c7 
Black intends to meet the imminent 
tDb3 -cS with . . .  ttJd7xcS , so (in case 
White then recaptures with bxcS) as a 
precaution he protects the .!1 b7 .  

23.ttJb3 ..t h 5  24.ttJc5 ttJxc5 25. 
1l!lVxc5 

After 2 S .bxcS 1l!lVf6 26 . .!:!.b3 �g6 
27 . ..txg6 fxg6 !  (� Technique No. 291) 
2 8 .l::tcb 1 J:[e8 2 9 .h3 (29 .l::rxb7 J:[xb7 
3 0  . .uxb7 'iVxd4! with counterplay) 
2 9  . . .  l:!.ee7 Black has justified prospects of 
holding the position. An important 

. reason for this is that the queens have 
remained on the board, which leaves a 
white plan with e3 -e4 looking un­
realistic. 

25 ... 'lfVf6 1 
The correct decision. In the event of 
25 . .  .'1Wxcs 26 .bxcS .!:!.e8 2 7  . .!:!.b3 .tg6 
2 8 .�xg6 fxg6 2 9 J:tcb l l:!.ee7 almost the 
same position would arise as in the 
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previous note - except this time without 
the queens .  White would clearly have 
better chances of playing e3 -e4 under 
favourable conditions, and thus certain 
prospects of success. 

26.bS 
A better impression was created by 
26.l:ial l ?  �g6 27 .�fl (Hubner) , in 
order to avoid the exchange of bishops. 
After the text move the idea . . .  �g4-h5-
g6 turns out to be completely justified. 

26 ... axbS 27.axbS .tg6 2S.�xg6 
'iVxg6 

Playing against the weakness on c6 was 
not enough to win the game in this 
major piece endgame. The intense 
struggle finally ended in a draw. 

� 24.2 Karpov-Kasparov 
Moscow (47th WCh game) 1 9 84/8 5  

Here too the .td3 i s  more effective than 
its counterpart . 

1 3  ... .tg4+1 1 4.f3 .thSI 
Just like in Capablanca-Alekhine Black 
makes use of the manoeuvre . . .  �g4-h5 -
g6 to exchange his 'bad' bishop for 
White' s  ' good' one. 
So never be led into thinking that the 
classical games are ' too old' to bother 
yourself with - such an attitude would 
mean doing without highly valuable 

learning material and would clearly limit 
your own knowledge and abilities .  

1 S.h4 0-0 1 6.g4 
Or 1 6 .b3 f5 ! and then . . .  .l:tae8 with an 
initiative for Black. 

1 6  ... �g6 1 7.b3 .txd3+ 1 S.c;t>xd3 
l::!.feS 1 9.ttac1 cSI 20 . .tf4 �acS 
21 .dxcS tbd7 

Black has the initiative and went on to 
win this penultimate game of the World 
Championship which would be aban­
doned soon after it . 

� 24.3 French Defence 
Theoretical variation 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.tbd2 cS 4.exdS 
exdS S.tbgf3 tbc6 6 . .tbS �d6 
7.dxcS .txcS S.O-O tLlge7 9.tLlb3 
.td6 1 0.%:!.e1 0-0 1 1 .i..gS 

Apparently an active move - but the pin 
on the tbe7 does not promise much. The 
true intentions of the bishop soon 
become apparent: 

1 1  ... �g4 1 2.�h41 l:[eS 1 3.�g3 

White forces the exchange of the .td6 . 
In such an IQP position, basically every 
exchange of minor pieces is to White ' s  
advantage and especially the exchange of 
the 'good' �d6 considerably lessens 
Black' s  dynamic options. 
So White has the slightly better chances .  

1 3 3 
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� 24.4 Botvinnik-Flohr 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 944 

White is intending i.e2-d3 , after which 
the bishop would be aiming threaten-

r:f,!:".t!�11�j."4�.��:'�,��r.:/l 

ingly at h7 . But Flohr finds a way to 
neutralise this danger. 

1 4  ... 'LlVd7 1  
Preparing . . .  ..tB or  (after 1 5  . ..td3)  . . .  ..tg4-
h5-g6 .  

1 5.�d3 �g41  1 6.�d2 �h5 1 7. 
�f5 'fkc7 1 B  . .l:.af1 �g6 1 9.1:th4 
�feB 20.�f4 'fkdB 21 .�xg6 fxg6 

2 1 . . .hxg6 would have been too risky in 
view of the opening of the h-file. 

22J:rh3 'iVd7 23.a3 l:radB 
The pressure on the white d-pawn and 
the better coordination of his pieces com­
pensate Black for his inferior pawn struc­
ture - the position is more or less level . 

Capablanca's set-up in the Karlsbad structure 

In specific structures - here for example 
the Karlsbad Structure after c4xd5 e6xd5 
in the Queen's Gambit - specific constel­
lations of material and piece arrangements 
have shown themselves to be particularly 
effective . 
Unfortunately so far too little has been 
written about this aspect of the subject of 
exchanging pieces, namely the question 
'which typical positions are screaming 
out Eor which typical piece set-ups?' and 
what has been writte� has mostly been 
in connection with the subjects of an 
advantage in space or the IQP. A differ- ' 

entiated examination of other typical 
structures remains a subject for the 
future. 

We turn our attention, as was said, to the 
Karlsbad structure, in which a popular 
plan consists of the so-called minority 

1 34 

attack b4-b5 ,  when lines are meant to be 
opened on the queenside and weaknesses 
in Black's  position to be exposed . 

To anticipate the menacing danger on 
the queenside and obtain counter­
chances ,  it makes sense for Black to 
strive for the piece distribution in the 
diagram above ('iV, .1:[1:[, tZl) , with the 
d6-square generally being a very com­
fortable post for the black knight. 
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There follows a history of ideas pre­
sented like a time lapse film in order to 
cast some light on what has been said : 

� 25 . 1  Reti-Capablanca 
Moscow 1 925  

Reti had just played 2 3  . a4 .  At  the latest 
after d3 -d4 (to avoid the reply . . .  c6-cS) , 
Black would have to reckon with the 
minority attack b4-bS . 

23 ... ltJd61  
An ideal square for the knight. From 
there it makes more difficult (or 
prevents) the advance b4-bS and is in 
addition prepared, in the event of d3-
d4, to go to c4 or e4. 
Note how the black piece set-up 'iY+l:U:I.+ 
tLld6 is the best suited to the struggle 
against the classical minority attack (with 
the white pawn on d4) . As was mentioned, 
the ltJd6 is well-posted for both defensive 
and attacking duties; and as things go oil: 
Black can send his queen to gS , bring a 
rook on to the e-file (both for the pur­
pose of setting up threats against e3)  and 
then start a pawn storm on the kingside 
- we shall later see some excellent 
examples of play going just like that. 
If White ' s  only minor piece should head 
to the queenside to support the minority 
attack, then Black's chances of an initiative 
on the kingside are increased. But White 

can make absolutely no progress with 
his minority attack without the support 
of a minor piece, since Black too often is 
in control of bS (with ltJd6 , l'!,a6 , I'!,c6) . 
In the game Reti did not play 24.M and 
decided on another plan : 

24.e4 dxe4 25.dxe4 ltJe8 
Now there is no minority attack, and the 
knight returns to the kingside . 

26.l:[cd2 hxg3 27.hxg3 .l:[xd2 
2 7  . . .  tLlf6 ! ?  

28.'i¥xd2 tLlf6 29.'ti'd4 
29 .'i¥d6 ! ?  

2 9  ... J:te8 30.'ti'b6 wg7 31 .e5 
'iYxe5 32.'iVxb7 ltJg4 33.'fVb6 

3 3 .'iYxa6? ltJxfl. ! 34.Wxfl? 'iYeH 3 S .Wfl 
.l:te6-+.  

33 ... 'iYh5 
In this double-edged position a draw 
was agreed. 

On account of the fact that in this game 
White did without d3-d4, the significance 
of Capablanca's piece formation as a 
weapon against the minority attack struc­
ture was not realised for a long time. 
More than 20 years later V. Pirc was close 
to making good use of the advantages of 
Capablanca's piece set-up : 

� 25 .2 Trifunovic-Pirc 
Saltsjobaden (Interzonal tournament) 1 948 

1 3 5 
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1 2  ... g6 1  
b. . . . tbrs-e6-g7 ,  . . .  i.fS . 

1 3.tba4 tbe61 1 4.i.h4 ttJg71 1 5. 
tbc5 tbd7 1 6.�xe7 l:txe7 1 7.b4 
tbb6 1 8.a4 .i.f5 1 9.tbd2 �xd3 
20. 'iYxd3 tbf5 1/2-1/2 

All Black would have to do now is to ex­
change one of his knights - for example 
by means . . .  tbd6 and then . . .  tbbc4 - and 
he would have Capablanca' s  formation 
on the board. 
2 1 .  bS could, moreover , be well parried 
by 2 1  . . .  cxbS 2 2 .axbS as . 
Unfortunately peace was declared after 
20  . . .  tbfS , so that Capablanca 's  piece set­
up no longer appeared on the board in 
this game. 

� 25 .3  Pachman-Podgorny 
CSSR 1 9 50  

If  it were Black' s  move here he could by 
. . .  .tg4-fS exchange White' s  good bishop 
for his own bad one and thus obtain the' 
Capablanca formation. 

20.'liVb3 
Now 20 . . . �f5? fails to 2 1.. �xfS �xfS 
22 .tbxb7± ,  and 2 2  . .  JhbS?  is parried 
with 2 3 .tbxd6 ! +- .  
But Black could play 20 . .  J ie7 ! ,  so  a s  to 
still get in . . .  i.g4-fS . If then the bishops 

1 3 6 

were actually exchanged (otherwise 
White would have to retreat his �d3 to 
a passive square) , Black would obtain 
the desired Capablanca formation. 
Instead 

20 ... b5? 
was played and Black went on to lose 
this game. 

A few more words about the move . . .  b7-
bS : In positions with a white pawn on 
b4 this is often a good idea with a view 
to . . .  tbb6-c4. But here this just unneces­
sarily weakens the !3.c6, whilst on ac­
count of b2-b3 the knight cannot find a 
lasting dwelling place on c4. 

Then at last there came the time of Ti­
gran Petrosian , who knew Capablanca's 
games and ideas better than anyone. 

� 25 .4 Bobotsov-Petrosian 
Lugano (Olympiad) 1 968 

1 6  ... tbe41 1 7  . .txe7 'iYxe7 1 8.'liVc2 
l S .tbxe4 dxe4 ..6. 1 9 .'fixe4?? f6 . 

1 8  . . .  tbd61  1 9.tba4 tbbc4 20.tbxc4 
tbxc4 21 .tbc5 tbd6 

Petrosian has adopted the Capablanca 
formation! 

22.l:rac1 'fig51 
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The start of active operations on the 
kingside . 
It is worth noting that White can 
develop absolutely no initiative on 
the other half of the board. Conse­
quently Bobotsov turns to a waiting 
policy. 

23.'iYd1 h5 24.c;i;>h1 IIe71 
Here the rook overprotects the �b7 and 
can (after . . .  £7 -f6 or . .  .£7-f5 )  also be 
transferred to the kingside . 

25.tDd3 tDe4 26.tDc5 tDd6 
27.tDd3 'tlUf5 2S.tDe5 f6 29.tDf3 

White senses that the situation on the 
kingside is becoming more and more 
threatening and sends his knight there to 
help . 
But what else can you expect in such a 
passive position! 

29 .. J:[g 7 1  30.tDh2  :eS 31 . 
'it'g1 tDe4 32.�f3 'iVe6 33.:fd1 
g51  

This threatens 3 4  . . .  g4 .  
34:ihh5 f51 

Once again with the idea of . . .  g5 -g4; 
35J:re1 

This overprotects the �e3 . 
The alternative 3 S .'ife2 would fail to 
3 5  . . .  g4 3 6 .hxg4 fxg4 3 7 .g3  :f8 3 8 .:£1 
tDg5 -+ .  
But the text move does not bring any 
relief either. 

35 ... g41 

36.hxg4 fxg4 37.f3 gxf3 3S.tZ'lxf3 
:h7 39.'iVe5 'iVcS 40.'iYf4 1:[fS 
41 .'tlUe5 J::!.f5 0-1 

Now the baton was passed to Kasparov, 
who included Petrosian's plan in his 
arsenal : 

� 25.5 Portisch-Kasparov 
Skelleftea 1 9 8  9 

S ... g61  9.e3 �f5 1 0.�d3 .ixd3 
1 1  :i!fxd3 i..e7 1 2.0-0 0-0 1 3.b4 
.tDe41 1 4.�f4 tDxc3 1 5.'ifxc3?1 . 

As . Kasparov points out in his comments 
on the game, here I s .hc71 'iVxc7 
1 6 .'lWxc3 with approximate equality was 
stronger - Black would then have a good 
(though not particularly effective) bishop, 
but not Capablanca 's  piece set-up ! 

1 5  ... .id61  1 6.�xd6 tDb51 1 7.'tlUb3 
tDxd6 
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Now we can see the twin of the previous 
example ! 

1 8.a4 a6 1 9.1Lle5 
Kasparov considered this move dubious 
and recommends 1 9.93 with the idea of 
lLlM-g2 .  
That may in  fact look more solid, but 
nevertheless it is pretty questionable 
whether such a passive position could 
really be held in the long term. 

1 9  ... l:re8 20.Ufe1 'fi'g5 21 .h3 
wg7 22.'iVc2 lIe6 23.,Uac1 l:.ae8 
24.'lWb1 'iVh5 25.'iVb3 

Just as in the game Bobotsov-Petrosian 
White cannot find an active plan, 
whereas the black initiative on the 
kingside becomes more and more threat­
ening . 

25 ... f6 1 26.lLld3 

t ·  r��",,!q,!:�.iVii. : �6 .. ] 

According to Kasparov 2 6 .tiJf3 gS 2 7 .  
lLlh2 would have been stronger. Never­
theless , after 2 7  . .  .fS dark clouds would 
be gathering over White ' s  position. 

26 ... g5 27.'iVd1 'iYg6 28.'iVc2 
l:.6e7 29.l::led1 h5 

30:iVb1 h4 31 :fHc2 g4 
Black has a strong attack . 

Leave the opponent with his superfluous pieces 

From time to time two (sometimes even � 26. 1 Alekhine-Morrison 
three) pieces are aiming at a single, Leeds (Simultaneous) 1 92 3  

usually central , square. In  that case a 
piece - let us call it the 'main piece ' - '" 
then occupies the outpost, whilst the 
'reserve piece' protects the main piece 
and for its part is prepared to take its ·  
place in the event of an e�change. 

. 

As Dvoretsky discovered, in such cases 
it often makes sense to avoid an ex­
change so as to leave the opponent stuck 
with one (or even two) ' superfluous ' 
piece (s) . 

Here are a few examples of this : 

1 3 8  

3 ( ! )  black pieces can lay claim to the eS­
square. Play continued 

1 3  ... lLlce5, 
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and with 
1 4.ttJd41 

Alekhine left his opponent with two ' su­
perfluous' pieces : the ii.g7 and the ttJf7 . 

� 26.2 Ubilava-Dvoretsky 
USSR 1 969  

1 1  . . .  �xg2 1 2.Wxg2 
According to Dvoretsky White absolutely 
has to insert 1 2. 4:Jxf6+ !  here. 

1 2  ... ttJh51 
Black can make good use of this knight 
on the kingside. Its two white counter­
parts are laying claim to the dS-square . 
But two knights for a single square - is 
that not a little bit too much? !  It is no 
surprise that the ttJc3 feels a bit super­
fluous . 

1 3.b4 f5 1 4.b5 ttJd81 
The threat now is 1 5  . . .  c6 and then 
1 6  . . .  f4 (¢ Technique No. 12, Attacking 
the pawn triangJe). Now a further dis­
advantage of the positioning of White' s  
knights becomes clear - if  the ttJc3 i s  to 
remain on its place, the ttJdS must, after 
. . .  c7-c6 ,  land up on b4, where it will 
block the b-file for its rook. 

1 5.ttJe2 c6 1 6.bxc6 bxc6 1 7.'iVa4 
1 7. ttJdc3 ttJe6 with an initiative for 
Black. 

1 7  ... 'iitth8 1 8.f3 ttJe6 1 9.ttJdc3 ':f7 

Black has considerable chances on the 
kingside, whereas on the other side of the 
board his opponent has not yet achieved 
anything tangible - which is not surpris­
ing considering the time he has wasted 
on ttJc3-dS , ttJe2-c3 , ttJc3-e2 , ttJdS -c3 . 

� 26.3 Nei-Dvoretsky 
USSR 1 96 7  

The 1:[a8 i s  under attack. Where should 
it go to? 

29 .. .l::tae81 
As. ·Dvoretsky writes, after 29 . . .  lhb8 
30  . .ic6 the 1:[f8 would have become 
' superfluous' - it cannot fight for the 
open e-file since the e8-square is in­
accessible to it, and also it cannot find 
employment on the b-fIle because the 
other rook is already on b8 .  
On the other hand, if  - after 2 9  . . .  1:[ab8 
3 0 .�c6 - we look at the white rooks , 
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we see that the first player requires both 
of them in order to threaten to penetrate 
on e7 - so after 2 9  . . .  .tIab8 neither of his 
rooks would be ' superfluous ' .  

30 . .tc6 ':xe1 + 3 1  . .:txe1 .:tbSI 
Thanks to the idea of the rook lift 
. .  Jlb8-b4, after which the rook is very 
active on the fourth rank, Black does 
have a certain amount of compensation 
for the missing pawn. 
The game ended in a draw. 

� 26.4 Karpov-Dolrnatov 
Amsterdam 1 980  

34 ... tLle7? 
As Mark Dvoretsky noted, this move is a 
mistake - both of White' s  knights want 
to be on just one square, namely dS . 
That means that one of them is super­
fluous . A powerful argument against the 
exchange which Dolmatov is offering 
with 34  . . .  tLle7 .  

. 

According to Dvoret.sky Black could in­
stead have achieved counterplay by meanS ' 
of 34 . . .  e4! � . . :tWeS -d4. 

35..l:ta6 �d7 36.�e4 tLlxd5 37. 
tLlxd5 i.e7 3S.':fa1 ± 

Black now has no counterplay at all and 
was finally outmanoeuvred in Karpov' s 
inimitable fashion. 

And now an astonishing example : 
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� 26.S  Wach-Glek 
Linz 1 99 7  

White will not be  able to hold e S  and at 
c4 or f3 the knights simply get into each 
other 's  way. So : 

1 2  ... tLlhSII  
You may ask yourself why 12 . . .  tLlf4 was 
not played with the same purpose . But 
after 1 3 .'iV f3 ! then, . . .  d7 -d6 would be 
prevented for the time being. 

1 3.'ifh5 d6 1 4.tLlec4 tLlg6 
The scheduled return of the knight. 

1 5  . .l:le3 
The 'superfluous' knight can now no lon­
ger even go to f3 :  l S .tLlf3 ??  tLlH 1 6 .'iVg4 
eS 1 7 . Vi' g3 tLlhS trapping the queen. 

1 5  ... .l:lf5 1 6.'iVd1 d5 1 7.tLla3 

See what has become of the white knights ! 
Black is dominating the centre and will 
soon be able to start a dangerous attack. 

1 7 ... i.d6 1 S.tLlf1 e5 1 9.c4 'iff7 
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20.'ife1 .td7 21 .tbg3 frf4 22.frc1 
:fS 23.l:lc2 e41 

After this pawn sacrifice the black knight 
obtains the lovely eS-square which at the 
start was still occupied by White. 
The latter's position can no longer be held. 

24.dxe4 
24.cxdS exd3 2 S .l:txd3 cxdS+ .  

24  ... d41 2S.frd3 tbeS 26.l::tdd2 'it'g6 
27 . .itc1 hSI  2SJ;[d1 h4 29 . .itxf4 
J:lxf4 30.'iYaS 

3 0 .tbe2 tbf3 + winning . 
30 ... hxg3 31 .hxg3 l:lfS 32.l:le1 
tbg41 33.'4i'xa7 'ifhS 34.'ifxd7 
'iYh2+ 3S.'iM1 d3 0-1  

There i s  another related reason for avoid­
ing the exchange of pieces and preferring 
to retreat a piece , namely whenever the 
cooperation between opposing pieces is 
disrupted by lack of space. Then too your 
opponent should be left to the 'suffering' 
caused by his superfluous pieces. 

� 26.6 Petrosian-Fischer 
BledlZagreb/Belgrade 

(Candidates ' tournament) 1 959  

Black has a cramped position - but does not 
the nice central position of the tbe4 com­
pensate for that, at least up to a certain point? 

1 1 .tbe21 

Why does White absolutely want to avoid 
the exchange of Black' s  beautiful knight? 
The answer is simple : after the inevitable 
tbf3-eS and then f2-f3 that knight cannot 
hang on to its proud position. And if White 
manages to do this , then it makes more 
sense to prevent the exchange on c3 and 
to force the retreat of the tbe4, thus leaving 
his opponent, who is suffering from a lack 
of space, with as many pieces as possible. 

1 1  .. . .tf6 1 2.0-0 'ife7 1 3.tbeS 
tbxeS 1 4.dxeS;!; .itgS 1 S.i.d4 

Now 1 6 .f3 is being threatened and the 
i.gS must take a step backwards so as to 
leave the gS -square to its knight, all of 
which, however, leads to a position 
which is lacking in harmony. You can 
see how on account of the lack of space 
the black pieces get in each other' s  way. 

1 S  ... .th6 1 6.f3 tbgS 1 7.c61 b6 
Or 1 7  . . .  bxc6 1 8  . .itcS . 

1 S.bS 

Now the i.c8 is also shut in forever. The 
J:[!l8 � only escape this fate by an excha:rige. 

1 S  .. . a6 1 9.a4 axbS 20.axbS l::txa1 
21 .'iba1 

Black may have swapped off his passive 
rook, but in return White now dominates 
the just opened a-file. 

21 ... tbf7 22.'ifc3 '4i'h4 23.l:la1 tbgS 
24.'it'e1 'iYhS 2S.J:la7 'iYg6 26.'�h1 

And White soon won. 
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Working with the king 

In this chapter we shall deal with various aspects of the safety of the king : 
• How to get the king into the corner ' on foot' as it were. 
• How to evacuate it from endangered zones by even longer route marches . 
• How to strengthen the pawn shield of the king with the right recapture on g3/g6 .  
• And in Technique No. 30 we shall finally see just how dangerous an attack on the 

h-file can be. 

t :rr����!,/i�f!:t�:_:/�_� <J 
Artificial castling 

Sometimes 'normal' castling is not or not 
easily possible , or the opponent has pre­
vented it by a check. Then artificial castling 
can be the only way to get the king to safety 
- by it walking across to the kingside and 
with the rook coming into play only later. 
In various opening variations artificial 
castling is the order of the day . 
We shall first consider variations involv­
ing a type of position from the Meran 
Variation and then take a short look at a 
main line from the Volga-Benko Gambit. 

� 2 7. 1  Uhlmann-Larsen 
Las Palmas 1 9 7 1  

1 4-2 

This is a typical position from the Meran 
Variation after 1 .d4- dS 2 . c4- c6 3 .tLlf3 
liJf6 4-.liJc3 e6 S . e3 tLlbd7 6 . .id3 dxc4-
7 . .ixc4- bS 8 .i.d3 �b7 9 .e4- b4 1 0 .tLla4-
cS etc. 

1 4.�bS+ 
With this move White prevents Black 
from castling kingside. 
At first glance this looks unpleasant for 
the second player, but in reality nothing 
bad has happened! 

1 4  ... �e7 
Larsen plans to develop his queen and to 
bring the l:[h8 to d8 after which the king 
can wander via f8 to g8 - this idea was 
carried out with no problem in the 
game. 
An alternative to i t  was 14- . . . �f8 intend­
ing . . .  h7-h6 ,  . . .  g7-g6 ,  . . .  <it>g7 .  

1 S.0-0 'iVb6 1 6  . .id3 h 6  1 7.'iVe2 
l:hd8 1 8.�d2 <it>f8 1 9.1:[ac1 �ac8 
20.l:'lc2 as 2UUc1 �g8 22.h3 
liJe7 

Black has a very comfortable game. He 
was going to win after 1 4- more moves . 



� 2 7.2 Utemov-Dreev 
Gorki 1 989 

16 . . .  0-0 would run into 1 7 .'ii'e4 lLlf6 
1 8 .'iVh4± with strong attacking threats . 
But how can Black get his king to safety? 

1 6  ... 'itfSI 
Intending . . .  g 7  -g6 and then . . .  'itf8-g 7 .  

1 7.h4 g6 1 S.1L1h2 i.d4 1 9.J:rab1 
.l:[dS 20.1L1f3 i.c5 21 .l:tbc1 'itg7 
22.ttc2 Ci:Je7 23.h5 1L1f5 24.i.f4 g5, 

and Black seized the initiative. 

� 2 7.3 Epishin-Dreev 
Tilburg 1 994 

This situation is very similar to the one 
in the previous example. Black cannot 
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castle , because that would leave the �h6 
unprotected. So : 

1 9  ... WfSI 20 . .!:r.c1 'li'b6 21 .'fVe2 
Wg7 22.i.c4 'iVd4 23.�b3 h5 
24.,Ued1 'li'b6 

With chances for both sides. 

� 2 7.4 Volga-Benko Gambit 
Theoretical variation 

1 .d4 lLlf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 
a6 5.bxa6 �xa6 6.1L1c3 d6 7.1L1f3 
g6 S.e41 

The most straightforward!  After 8.g1 
�g7 9 .i.g2 0-0 1 0 . 0 -0 lLlbd7 1 1 .'ii'c2 
'ii'aS the i.g2 would remain ineffective . 

S ... �xf1 9.'itxf1 �g7 1 0.g3 
Or even the longer way with 1 0.hl 0-0 
1 1 .'itg l lLlbd7 1 2 .Wh2 'iVaS 1 3 .'ue l . 

1 0  ... 0-0 1 1 .Wg2 lLlbd7 1 2.h3 
After 12 • .l:.el the move 1 L .Ci:Jg4 gives 
counterplay. 

1 2  ... 'lWa5 1 3.,Ue1 

The white king position is secured in 
exemplary fashion. Of course after 
1 3  .. J ifb8 Black retains play on the 
queenside in return for his pawn. 

1 43 
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i ' _7:e��lJii:itl" N6. �8 .. j 

The precautionary evacuation of the king 

In this section we shall deal with examples 
in which the king sets off on a journey 
to the opposite wing. This can be for 
purely defensive purposes , namely 
should it appear that otherwise a flank 
attack by the opponent cannot be warded 
off. Or there can often be aggressive ul­
terior motives. One is planning an attack 
oneself but, however, one would first 
like to get one's  own king to safety. 
The subject is much more diverse than 
'artificial casding' (to some extent a special 
case of the king's journey!) ; consequently 
this section is noticeably longer. 
We would like to exclude purely tactical 
king hunts , which, e .g . , result from pro­
vocative opening variations (for example, 
1 . e4 tZlf6 2 .eS tZldS 3 .d4 d6 4 .lt:'lf3 dxeS 
S .  tZlxeS tZld7 ! ?  with the invitation to 
6 .tZlxf7 'it>xf7 7 .'iVhS + 'it>e6) - as always 
in this book the principal concern is plan­
ning and strategy! 

� 28. 1 Becker-Nirnzowitsch 
Breslau 1 92 5  

The threat i s  1 4. g4 tZle7  1 S .gS  hS 1 6 .g6 !  
tZlxg6 1 7 .tZlgS and then 1 8 .l:[g l , after 
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which dangerous threats rear their head 
on the kingside . 
What counter-measures can Black take? 

1 3  ... wd7 1  
The king heads to the queenside, where 
it will feel much safer. Moreover, this 
move anticipates g4-gS - the l:[h8 is now 
protected and . . .  hxgS is possible . 

1 4.g4 tZle 7 1 5.tZld2 'iV e81? 1 6.i.a3 
rJ;;c7 

With the king 's  journey to c7 Black has 
defused the white threats on the kingside. 
In addition he has cleared the e8-square 
for the queen, from where the latter is 
attacking the �a4. Nimzowitsch won 
this game after a complicated struggle. 

� 28.2 Nirnzowitsch-Buerger 
London 1 92 7  

. 1 9  ... l:[e8? 
According to Nimzowitsch Black should 
immediately commence measures for the 
evacuation of his king : 1 9  . . .  4Jd7 2 0 .M 
f6 2 1 .i.c 1 'it>f7 2 2 .gS hxgS 2 3 .hxgS 
.!:[h8 followed by . . .  rJ;;f7 -e7 -d6-c7-b8 . 
'Later one could consider . . .  b6-bS and 
then . . .  cS-c4. ' (Nimzowitsch) 



20.h4 ttJh7 
20 . . .  tLld7 2 1 .gS with a strong attack . 

21 .�c1 f6 22.:f2 1:1c7 
Unfortunately the escape plan no longer 
works : 22 . . .  � f7  2 3 .gS hxgS 24.hxgS 
r:J;;e7  2 S . gxf6+ +- .  
Later too the black king will no  longer 
have a chance to take to its heels - its 
previous indecisiveness will have cost it 
its life .  

23.1:1g2 "die7 
23 . . .  �f7 24.gS +- .  

24.'iVh3 ::'c6 
2 3 . . .  Wf7 24 .gS +- .  

25.�d2 .!:.dB 26.Wh1 .:Idd6 27.a4 
�cB 2B.':ag1 a6 29.1:1h2 'ithB 

Once more 29  . . .  Wf7 or 29  . . .  Wf8 would 
be the signal for 3 0 .gS+- .  

30.g5 fxg5 31 .hxg5 b5  32.axb5 
axb5 33."dih4 c4 34.gxh6 'iVxh4 
35.hxg7+ 1 -0 

� 28 .3  Romanovsky-Vilner 
Moscow 1 92 7  

White i s  hoping to mount a highly dan­
gerous attack on the king by g3-g4--gS 
(with or without h2-M) . Can his oppo­
nent avoid this fate? 

26 ... r:J;;f7 1 27.g5 r:J;;e7 2BJU3 �d7 
29.1:1g3 WcB 30.gxf6 gxf6 31 .�f3 
ttJd7 32.'iVg2 a5 33.�h5 lle7 
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34.1::[gB ttJb6 35 . .th6 l:tc7 36.ltd1 
ttJb4 37J:td2 r:J;;bB2;; 

White may still have the initiative, but 
the black king is now out of danger. 

� 28.4 R.Byrne-Kotov 
New York 1 9 54 

White ties his hopes quite clearly to the 
plan g2-g4--gS . For the opposing king 
there is only one sensible decision - flight. 

1 7  ... Wf71 1 B.:f3 
1 8 .'iVhS + We7 1 9 .'iVxh7 Lc4-oo. 

1 B  ... r:J;;e7 1 9.tLlf1 c;tdB 20.11h3 
J:1hB 21 .g4 Wc7 22.ttJg3 <JolbB 

The black king is out of danger, and the 
game later ended in a draw. 

In the following example the escape 
route via f7 must first be ,dug out :  

� 28.5 Kotov-Plater 
Moscow 1 947 
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The white attack on the kingside is very 
dangerous - the position appears prac­
tically hopeless in the long run. Or does 
the second player still have a saving grace? 

1 7  ... ttJeS 1 S.'ittg2 f6 1 1 9.1Ih1 ttJg7 
20.ttJg3 �f71 

The evacuation starts . 
21 J:th2 �eSI 22.hxg5 hxg5 23. 
J:[h7 'ittdS!  24.'iVh1 \itc7 1 25.'iYh6 
J:[f7 26.'iVg6 l:[cfS 

The king has got away from the scene of 
the fire and Black now has considerable 
chances of a successful defence. 

In the next game the \itO -flight is seen 
in a different, less static situation: 

� 28.6 Ravinsky-Kotov 
USSR 1 949 

Black has an extra pawn, but in view of 
the weakened b l -h7  diagonal and the 
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Wi' / � battery set up on it, the position of 
his king appears somewhat endangered. 

23 ... 'ittf71 
Or else it could be too late . 

24.ttJg3 \ite71 25.�e2 h5!  
The tables have been turned - suddenly i t  
i s  Black who is attacking on the kingside . 

26.ttJxh5 :hS 27.'iVxg4 

27 ... l:txh5 1  2S.'iYxh5 :'hS 29 . .th7 
�e4 30.f4 'iYb2 31 .'ifxg5+ �f6 
32.iVxf6+ 'ittxf6 33 . .txe4 'iVd2-+ 

We now turn to examples in which the 
flight of the king is preparatory to aggres­
sion on the wing it has left: 

� 28 .7  Cohn-Nimzowitsch 
Karlsbad 1 9 1 1 

To break through his opponent' s  defence 
Black must launch a pawn storm on the 



kingside. But if he starts doing so inunedi­
ately, his own king will be in danger. 
The solution is to first bring his own 
monarch to safety, and specifically to a7 ! 

63 ... aSI  64.h4 Wg6 6S.�h2 hS 
66.Wg2 �h6 67.1:.f2 g6 6S.':f1 
<it>g7 69.':f2 <it>f7 70.ct,Jh2 �e7 
7 1 .�e2 'iVc1 72.'f.i'f2 �d7 73 . .tle1 
'fIc6 74.fJifg2 .l:.g4 7S.':f1 

7S . .!::!:e2 l:te4 7 6 .Wh2 'iVc l 7 7 .ct,Jg2 'it'dl 
7 8 .�h2 'iVd3 and then . . .  �c7-b7-a7 . 

7S ... 'iVc7 76.'iVf3 <it>cS 77.'fIf2 
<ot>bS 7S.�h3 ct,Ja7 

The evacuation has been completed and 
the breakthrough . . .  g6-g5 is on the cards. 

79.l:tg1 'iid7  SO.wh2 'iVd6 S1 .<it>h3 
'iVc6 S2.�e1 'iVe6 S3.�h2 'iVe4 
84.wh3 'iVe6 SS.';i;)h2 'iVe7 S6.�h3 
'iVe4 S7.1:1 g 1  'fIe6 SS.'it>h2 .l:.e4 

S9.�c1 
As Cohn feared after the natural 89 . .l::te l  
the typical move 89 . . .  gS I ,  e . g .  90 .hxg5 
M 9 1 .gxM f4 9 2 . g6 f3 .  Let us look a bit 
further into that variation: 9 3 . g 7  �d6+ 
94.�g 1 1:1g4+ 9 5 .�fI �xg7 96.'iVxf3 
'iVh2-+ or 93 .'iVg3 .l:I.g4 94.'iixf3 .l:.xM+ 
95 .�g2 'iVxg6 +  96 .�fI .l:I.h7 - +  - in 
fact White has no chances of survival. 
But after the text move too , the struggle 
did not go on for long. 

S9 ... .l:I.xe3 90.'iVf4 ':e2+ 91 .�h3 
�a6 92.b4 axb4 93.axb4 <it>bS 94. 
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1:[c7 'iYe4 9S.'iixe4 1:.xe4 96.1:[g7 
l:.e6 97.l:rd7 <it>c4 9S.<it>g2 �xd4 
99.wf3 �c4 1 00.b5 d4 0-1 

We have seen some examples from Nim­
zowitsch. It is known that Petrosian, world 
champion from 1 963-69 ,  made a particu­
larly intensive study of his games and he 
shows himself to be a worthy successor : 

.. 28.8 Diez del Corral-Petrosian 
Palma de Mallorca 1 9 69 

White wants to get in M-h5 , which can have 
unpleasant consequences for Black's  king . 

22 ... WfSI 23.'ilfg5 �eS 24 . .l:.ac1 
�d7 2S.h5 gxh5 26J:txh5 1:1gS 
27.l:th7 <it>cS 2S.'iYh4 'li'g6 29. 
llhS .l:I.xhS 30.'it'xhS+ �b7 

But here the black king feels better. 
31 .'li'fS .l:I.cS 32.'iid6 'it'eS 33.a4 
.l:I.dS 34.'it'a3 'fIe7 35.'it'c3 1:1cS 
36.�d2 g5 37.'iVc2 f4+ 
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Finally the aggressive element in the flight 
of the king : now it is the white monarch 
which has to be worried. 

� 28.9 Petrosian-Unzicker 
Hamburg 1 960 

Black has protected everything on the 
queenside and without a pawn storm on 
the other part of the board it will not be 
easy for White to exploit his positional 
advantage (the principle of the two 
weaknesses ! )  . 
But an immediate pawn attack would 
also put his own king in danger, so there 
followed: 

29.Wf1 1 �gO 30.h4 h5 31 .':'1 c21 
In order to clear the c I -square for the 
king. 

31 ... �h7 32.We1 1 wgO 33.wd1 1 
wh7 34.�c1 1 'iitgO 35.Wb1 1 

The stroll is over and now White tim 
concentrate on the preparation of the 
pawn storm on the kingside. 

35 ... Wh7 36.'iYe2 'iVb7 37.l:!.c1 
Wg7 30.'iVb51 'iVaO 

Hopeless would be 38 • . .  'iYxb5 3 9 .axb5 
a4 40.b6 �ad7 (40 . .  JIaa8 4 1 .b7 l:.ab8 
42 .t2:Ja5) 4 1 .ttJa5 :'a8 42 J:hd6 !  J:[xd6 
43 .b7 .t:[b8 44.':'c8 ':'d8 45 . .!:!xd8 J:[xd8 
46 .t2:Jc6+- . 

39.f4 Wh7 40.'iVe2 'iYb7 
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41 .g41 hxg4 42.'iY'xg4 1f!!Ve7 43.h�, 
and 1 -0 after another twelve moves. 

) 
� 28. 1 0  Petrosian-Ljubojevic 

Manila 1 9 74 

J 

For the time being the weak �d6 is suf­
ficiently protected. If White brings his 
queen to d l , there follows . . .  'iY'd8-f6 ,  
and on account of the counter-attack on 
f2 the �d6 still cannot be taken. 
For that reason Petrosian plans to open a 
second front on the kingside by g3 -g4 -
after that it will be difficult for the black 
. pieces to protect their king and at the same 
time to take care of the �d6. But first :  

50.�f1 1 
The king heads for the queenside where, 
after a future g3 -g4, it will not disrupt 
the coordination of its own pieces and 
where it will itself be out of all danger. 

50 ... :fO 51 .We1 1 'iYc7 52.wd1 1 
�f6 53.Wc21 'iYdO 54.f31 



Now the preparation of g3 -g4 can start. 
54 ... .l:.ff7 55.'ifg1 1 'fIic7 56.Wb21 

Extra security can do no harm. With his 
king on c2 ,  there are some lines in which 
White would have to reckon with . . .  d6-dS . 

56 ... ,UdO 57.'iVd1 l::[fd7 50.g41 
The time is ripe! 

50 ... Wh059.'iVg1 �7 6O.'fIie3 �7 61 . 
'iVg5 i..e8 62.'iff6 'lJ..e7 63.gxh5 gxh5 

64.,Ug2 ,Udd7 65.tbb5 'iVc5 66. 
,Uxd6 1+-

Things turn out as they were always 
going to - the double task of protecting 
his king while still keeping an eye on the 
�d6 turned out to be impossible for 
Black to fulfil. But do not forget: White 
did not start his attack on the king until 
he had evacuated his own monarch ! 

� 28. 1 1 F.Olafsson-Gligoric 
BledlZagreb/Belgrade 

(Candidates' tournament) 1 9 5 9  
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Before White becomes more active on 
the kingside (e. g .  he can try to prepare 
the breakthrough g3 -g4) , he closes off 
the queenside in order to bring his king 
to safety here - in addition there it will 
not get in the way of its own pieces. 

31 .b51 a5 32.i..e2 .l:.bO 33.'iVd1 
�gO 34.'fIid2 ,Ub7 35.'�g1 i..cO 
36.Wh2 'iVdO 37.�g1 :e7 30. 
Wf1 i..h3+ 39.'it>e1 '1t>h7 40.Wd1 
ttJh6 41 .Wc2;!;; 

Now White can continue the develop­
ment of his initiative on the kingside 
with a clear conscience .  

� 28. 1 2  Botvinnik-Ostojic 
Belgrade 1 9 69  

This type of position is  characteristic of 
the King' s  Indian Defence. In this sort of 
pawn structure White normally develops 
his initiative on the queenside, whilst 
Black's  counter-chances are generally 
linked to the pawn storm . . .  g6-gS , . . .  h7-
hS;  . . .  gS -g4 on the kingside. 

1 7.:a2 1  
A useful move - now Black has to 
reckon with the doubling of the white 
rooks either on the a- or on the c-file. 
Botvinnik does not hurry either to castle 
kingside or to exchange on b6 - and in 
doing so sets a positional trap . 

1 7  ... b5?1 
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Black' s  desire to avoid the opening of 
another file on the queenside (aSxb6) is 
perfecdy understandable. He was probably 
considering that White can now castle 
kingside , double rooks on the c-file and 
will when appropriate sacrifice a piece 
on bS . In such a case the plan . . .  g6-gS , 
. . .  h7 -hS , . . .  gS -g4 would in fact represent 
a strong ·counter-trump' .  

1 S. wd 1 1 1 
It becomes clear why White did not want 
to casde on the previous move. After . . .  b6-bS 
the queenside is practically closed and the 
white king can find a quiet place there. 
Now it is suddenly not Black but White 
who is aiming to open IDes on the kingside. 

1 S  .. ..I::rt7 1 9.wc1 1 'fiIc7 20.wb1 1 
�b7 21 .l:.c1 

But first Botvinnik tries to cash in on the 
open c-file. 

21 ... ttJfS 22.�c2 �d7 23.�b3 
wg7 24J:[ac2 ttJgS 2S.ttJd1 �dS 
26.ttJb2 ttJf6 27.ttJd3 

The ideal square for the knight - now at 
any moment Black has to reckon with 
both ttJd(e)xf4 and ttJd3 -cS . 

27 ... ttJeS 
Black has covered all his weaknesses on 
the queenside, but now comes the most 
threatening part of White' s  plan - the 
attack on the kingside. 

2S.h41 h6 29.�d1 1 .!lcS 30.iVg 1 1 
.:txc2 31 .l:.xc2 �cS 32.g31  . 
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32 .. .fxg3 33.iVxg3 ttJf6 34.'iVg2 
ttJhS 3S.ttJg3 ttJxg3 

35 . . .  ff4 was bad on account of 36 .ttJxf4 
exf4 3 7 .ttJe2 ttJd7 3 8 .t2Jd4 ttJeS 39 .ttJe6+ 
�xe6 40 .dxe6 .:tc7 4 1 .hS (Botvinnik) . 

36.�xg3 llc7 37.f4 1  l:[xc2 3S. 
�xc2 exf4 39 . .td4+ <;;t>h7 40. 
'iVxf4 'WIe7 41 .eS dxeS 42.i.xeS 
ttJd7 43.i.b2 iVfS 44.hS 'iVxf4 
4S.ttJxf4 wgS 46.hxg6 1 -0 

In the following example we see for the 
first time the motif in which Black final­
ly becomes active on the wing to which 
he has evacuated his king : 

� 28. 1 3  Vshivkov-S.Terekhin 
USSR 1 9 89 

White ' s  pawn structure is compromised, 
but his attacking chances on the kingside 
should really not be under-estimated. 
Would it not be wonderful for Black, if 

. his king were on the queenside? An 
apparent unrealisable dream, isn ' t  it? 

1 S  ... g6 1  
This may look like prophylaxis against a 
threat of mate on g 7 ,  but the point of the 
move is much more profound - Black 
frees his king from the necessity of de­
fending the g-pawn. 

1 9.1:[h3 



Both after 1 9.h4? !  hS and also in the 
event of 1 9J ig3? !  �g7  2 0 .h4 hS ! 
2 1 .�xhS l:th8 2 2 .'fif3 l:[xh4 the white 
activity would be extinguished. 

1 9  ... 'it>g7 20.lbf1 
The knight rushes up in support (lbfI ­
g3-hS ) . 

20 ... l:thSI 
Now the �h6 is protected one more time . . .  

21 .lbg3 �fSI 
. . .  and the king may flee, in order to 
realise his dream of a peaceful life on the 
queenside ! 

22.1:[f1 ?I 
Losing a tempo, but perhaps White has 
not yet worked out Black' s  plan. n.llel  
was stronger. 

22 ... 'it>eSI 23.lbge2 �dSI 24.d4 
�c7 25.l:[c1 �bS 26.l:td3 h5 
27.'fif3 �a7 2S.lba2?I l:tacSI 

Now the king is in safety and Black may 
consider active play. 

29.l::tdc3 c41? 30.bxc4?1 dxc4=F 

Unlike for example Nos. 2 8 . 2  to 2 8 . 5 ,  
one cannot actually state in the next 
example that Black is fighting for survival 
- White ' s  plan with g4-gS which is in 
the offing may, however , represent a 
natural counterweight to the black 
trump cards (the strong lbd4, the idea of 
. . .  as -a4) . 
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But over and above that, should one 
consider Portisch' s  flight with . . .  �f8-e8-
d8 as a hint of attacking ambitions of his 
own on the kingside? Yanofsky thinks, 
'yes, probably' - and decides to close it 
with h4-hS . After that the black king 
doubles back and Portisch can in this 
famous manoeuvring game lay his other 
trumps on the table unmolested: 

� 28. 1 4  Yanofsky-Portisch 
Stockholm (Interzonal tournament) 1 962 

Black' s  trumps should not be under­
estimated. There are two things in his 
favour : the giant on d4, which White 
cannot so easily exchange against his 
own knight (after lbc2xd4 eSxd4 Black 
would obtain a passed pawn, whilst at the 
same time, the �e4 becomes very weak) 
as well as the opportunity for active play 
on the queenside with . . .  as -a4. 
White is hoping that his bastions on the 
q��enside will stand fIrm, whilst at the s'ame 
time the possibility of counterplay with 
g4-gS should worry the second player. 

30 ... �fS 
The king ' takes a step in the direction of 
the queenside - if things become too hot 
for it on the kingside, it will continue. 
30 . . .  a4 would still be premature : after 
3 1 .bxa4 l:txa4 3 2 .'it'f2 .l:tda8 3 3 .l:teb l  
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the a-pawn is protected and the b-file 
belongs to White. 

31 .�h2 .ic6 32.ttJd5 .ixd51  
That i s  the difference between the two 
knights - the white one can be exchanged 
without Black having to reckon with any 
positional disadvantages as a result .  

33.cxd5 l:Idb8 
With the threats . . .  a5 -a4 or . . .  c5 -c4. 

34.:Leb1 llb7 
Planning to renew with . .  J:tab8 the threats 
of . . .  a5 -a4 or . . .  c5 -c4. White takes a de­
cision regarding his pawn structure on 
the queenside : 

35.a4 :Lab8 
This threatens , as was mentioned, . . .  c5-
c4,  so White takes control of that square. 

36.�f1 llb4 37.�c4 l:[8b6 38 . ..t>g2 
'iVb7 

Threatening . .  Jhc4. 
39.'iVc3 

White has apparently set up an impreg­
nable fortress. of course the t!, b3 requires 
protection, but it seems to be sufficient­
ly covered and White does not have any 
other weakness. Have you any idea how 
Black can cash in on his positional ad­
vantage? 

39 ... ..t>e81 1  
The 'principle of the two weaknesses ' 
(c:> Technique No. 45):  if possible Black 
wants to open the play on the kingside 
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with . . .  h6-h5 or . . .  g7  -g6 ,  so that he can 
also become active there. Then it becomes 
much more difficult for White to devote 
enough attention not only to the t!, b3 . 
but also to his kingside . But first of all 
the black monarch must make its way 
over to the queenside, since otherwise 
the idea of activity on the kingside could 
turn out to be like a boomerang . 
What is very interesting here is that Black 
also wants to attack just where in relation 
to the pawn structure his position is 
seemingly inferior and where the opening 
of the game (g4-g5) would actually 
have been expected earlier on from his 
opponent. 

40.�f2 �d81 41 .h51? 
White spots the danger and finally closes 
the kingside. Now the position looks like 
a dead draw, or is it? !  

41 ... �e71 1  
In no way! Soon the breakthrough op­
portunity spotted by Portisch on the 
queenside will become clear, but for the 
moment his king returns to the kingside 
where it need no longer have any fear of 
g4-g5 and thus feels itself safest . 

42.�g2 
White can in any case undertake nothing 
and so waits to see . . .  , 

42 ... �fS 43.�f2 ..t>f7 44 . ..t>g2 ..t>gS 
45.�f2 �h7 46 . ..t>e3 'iWa7 47.�f2 
.l:[b8 48 . ..t>g2 



48 ... 1:[xc41 1  
That i s  what Portisch was intending !  
This exchange sacrifice makes i t  possible 
to penetrate the opponent' s  camp. 

49.'fixc4 
The alternative was 49.bxc4, which would 
be followed by 49 .. Jlb4. Though he is 
ahead by the exchange, it would be very 
difficult for White to hold this position. 
All his pieces are - unlike the black ones 
- passive, the a4- and c4-pawns are weak, 
whilst the tiJd4 could hardly wish for a 
better square. Should White at some point 
exchange on b4, then after . . .  aSxb4 or 
. . .  cSxb4 he would have to take up the 
struggle against the passed b-pawn. 
Nevertheless that was a lesser evil than 
what happened to him in the game. 

49 ... .!:[b4 50.'i'c3 'iVa61 51 .�f2 
c41 52.bxc4 .l:i:xc4 53.'iVa3 

Or 5 3 .  'iVd3 'iVc8 with the serious threat 
of S4 . . .  l:I.c3 . 

53 ... 'fic8 54.l:.d2 Il.c3 55.'iVb2 
S S .�xd6 �f3 + S 6 .Wg l 'iVc3 -+ .  
S S .'fia2 1:[f3 + S6 .�g2 'iVc3 -+ .  

55 ... 'iVc4 56.�g2 tbb3 57.l:I.e2 
'iVd3 58.l:I.be1 tbd4 59.�h1 'iVh3+ 
60.:h2 'fif3+ 61 .Wg1 'iVg3+ 62. 
Wf1 tbf3 0-1 

. .. . ·:t����iti�e'iV�:··��:_J 
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Whenever one takes a look at this game, 
the question could well be whether 
Portisch could not have already sacrificed 
the exchange on move 3 9  (see last dia­
gram but one) thus rendering obsolete 
the subject of the 'king march' .  

The following comments could b e  made: 

• If White had not closed the kingside 
by h4-hS , he would probably also 
have got into difficulties (after 
finishing the king march and . . .  h6-
hS or . . .  g7 -g6) ; in that case Portisch 
would not even have had to 'risk' the 
exchange sacrifice. 

• After the ' threatened' king march + 
pawn breakthrough . . .  h6-hS I . . .  g 7 -
g6 had provoked the advance h4-hS , 
Black would no longer have to worry 
at all about counterplay with g4-gS . 
After the return of his king ( . . .  'ii;>d8-
e7 -f8-£7 -g8-h7) he could concentrate 
totally on his play on the queenside . 
Without the moves h4-hS the idea 
of an exchange sacrifice would have 
been rather dubious in view of the 
possible me opening after g4-gS . 

h2xg3 ( . . .  h7xg6) or f2xg3 ( . . .  f7xg6)? 

For this question, which could also have 
been put in Chapter IV (The rook pawn) 
or Chapter VI (Some aspects of piece ex­
changes) , it is above all the idea of the safety 
of the king which has a role to play! 
The natural reaction to the frequent ex­
change on g6 (g3) is to recapture with 

. . .  h7xg6 (h2xg3) ,  in other words towards 
the centre so as to preserve a compact 
pawn phalanx. 
But this reaction is in no way always the 
correct one. From time to time the oppo­
nent can set up dangerous mating threats 
after . . .  h7xg6 ,  e .g .  in this constellation: 
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Attacking pattern with 'iV + 4::l 

After . . .  f7xg6 there are hardly any ways to 
set up serious threats with 'if +4::l - often 
enough the simple . . .  h7 -h6 is sufficient : 

Here it is the same : the situation after 
. . .  f7xg6 is far less threatening :  

Defensive pattern against h4-h5 

Here, after h4-hS and an exchange on 
Defensivepattern with ... fxg6, ... h7-h6 hS , Black can still play, according to the 

A further attacking motif in the event of 
. . .  h7xg6 is h4-hS along with the opening 
of the h-file for the major pieces : 

Attacking pattern with 'iV, l:l and h:-pa� 

l S4 

situation, either . . .  h7-h6 or . . .  g7-g6 . 
Even the prophylactic . . .  h7 -h6 (before 
h4-hS) is worth conSidering so as to 
leave the h-pawn to come to nothing 
after h4-hS . . .  g6-gS . Thus White cannot 
open a file and his attack is never dan­
gerous. 

A further consideration in favour of fxg 3 
or . . .  fxg6 is the possible hiding place on 
h2 lh7 , where the king is safely pro­
tected from all pestering by the op­
posing queen: 

Pattern with the hiding place on h2lh7 



But there can be a further reason to 
recapture with f2xg3/  . . .  f7xg6 ,  namely 
the opening of the f-file in order to 
attack. Here the externals can look very 
different from position to position. 

Let us start with that very motif. This 
long section is subdivided; of course the 
motifs (for example f2xg3 primarily to 
get chances for the initiative on the f-file 
and secondly for the security of one ' s  
own king) can be intertwined: 

1) fxg3j • . •  fxg6 for an 
Initiative on the f-fi le 

� 29. 1 Alekhine-Rubinstein 
Vilnius (All-Russian ch) 1 9 1 2  

1 4  ... �g6 1 1 5.i.xg6 fxg61  
Here IS .. . hxg6 was just  as playable , 
which would have led to an approxi­
mately level position. But Rubinstein 
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spots that the al-ternative . . .  fxg6 offers 
him more prospects - since after king­
side castling the black rook will be very 
active on the semi-open f-file . 

1 6.tDb3 
After 1 6.f4 0-0 1 7 .tDb3 as (another 
interesting move is 1 7  . . .  b4 ! ?) the black 
initiative should not be under-estimated, 
e .g .  1 8 .i.e3 a4 1 9 .tDd4 tDcxd4 20 .cxd4 
cS 2 1 .dxcS d4 2 2 .�d2 �dS . 

1 6  ... g5 
It is questionable whether this move is 
necessary. There was a good alternative 
in 1 6  . . .  0-0 !? ,  and in the event of 1 7 .f4 
the position from the previous note 
would arise. 

1 7.�e3?1 
As soon becomes clear, this is not the best 
decision. It was worth considering 1 7.f4!? 
gxf4 1 8 .�xf4 0-0 1 9 .�g3oo. There is also 
Gelfand's  interesting idea 1 7. 'iVe2 , which 
activates both the queen and the ':'£1 . 

1 7  ... 0-0 

.1 8.tDf3? 
It is astonishing that such a dynamic 
player as Alekhine completely under­
estimates the Significance of the semi­
open f-file . 
The correct move was 1 8. ttJd4 ttJcxd4 
1 9 .cxd4, although Black would also then 
achieve the more active position by 1 9  ... cS 
20 .dxcS d4 2 1.. �d2 tDxcs (2 1 . . .aS ! ?) 2 2 .  
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b4 tLle6 (stronger than 2 2  . . .  tLld3 23 .'iVe4 
tLlxb4 24.tLlf3 ,  roughly =) 23 .'iVe4 l:lcB 
.t. . . .  lic4. 
After the text move Rubinstein could have 
exploited the semi-open f-file with great 
effect - 1 8  • •  .l:hf3 !  1 9 . 9xf3 tLlxe5 with a 
clear advantage. In the game this exchange 
sacrifice was played one move later : 

1 8  ... 'iVd7? 1 9.�d2? 
1 9. tLl bd4 was reqUired with chances for 
both sides . 

1 9  .• Jlxf31 20.gxf3 tLlxeS 21 .'iVe2 
:f8 22.tLld2 tLlg61 23.l:rfe1 �d6-+ 
24.f4 tLlexf4 2S.'iiVf1 tLlxh3+ 26. 
'it;Jh1 g4 27.'iYe2 �fS 0-1 

There is no doubt that this game made a 
strong impression on Alekhine - the 
following example shows impressively 
how he was inspired by Rubinstein' s  
idea . . .  f7xg6 ! :  

� 29.2 Spiebnann-Alekhine 
New York 1 92 7  

The black pawn structure i s  a disadvantage 
on account of the isolated pawn on dS . 
In such positions it is generally recom­
mended to the side playing against the 
IQP to swap off minor pieces :  

1 4.�xg61  fxg6 1  
A wise decision. After the automatic 
1 4  . . .  hxg6 l S .h3 �e6 1 6 .�d2 Black 
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would have absolutely no activity and no 
compensation for the weakness of his �dS . 
After the text move on the other hand, 
he can hope for cowHer-chances on the 
f-file which has now been opened. 

1 S.h3 �fS 1 6.tLlbd4 Uad8 
16 . . .  �e4? ! would be weaker : 1 7.ttJxc6 
'iUxc6 ( 1 7  . . .  ibd"3 1 B .tLle7+ 'iYxe7 1 9 .1:rxe7 
�xd1 20 .l1xd 1± ,  1 7  . . .  bxc6?? 1 B .:Ixe4+-) 
1 8 .tLld4 'iVf6 1 9 .f3± .  But now Black is 
in fact planning . . .  .te4, on account of 
which White exchanges this bishop. 

1 7.tLlxfS l:.xfS 1 8.'iVe2 l:!.df81  
The active position of the rook on the semi­
open f-me keeps White from simply deal­
ing with the IQP on d5 . For the moment 
the tLlf3 cannot move and in certain 
circumstances White also has to reckon 
with counterplay based on . . .  g6-gS , 
. . .  h7 -hS , . . .  gS -g4. In addition the idea of 
. . .  d5 -d4 remains in the offing. 
The game finished as a draw. 

� 29.3 Wolf-Rubinstein 
Teplitz-SchOnau 1 922 

1 3  ... h61? 1 4.tLlxg6? 
This changes his opponent' s  pawn struc­
ture·, but that simply plays into Black' s  
hands - after the exchange he  obtains 
strong pressure down the f-file. 
The correct way was 14.m h£5 1 5 .�6 
'iYxf6 1 6 .exfS with approximate equality. 



1 4  ... fxgS 1 S.�c4+ 'it;Jh7 1 S  . ..th4 
gS 1 7.�g3 

White has retained his bishop pair, though 
in this closed position it cannot deploy its 
potential strength, whilst the f-file, which 
will soon be opened, and in particular 
the weakness of f4 on it provide Black 
with attacking chances on the kingside . 

1 7  .. li:Jf7 
L'l. . . .  tbh8 ! -g6-f4. 

1 s:iff3 
Here Bogoljubow pleaded in favour of 
1 8. hf71?  lhfl 1 9 .f3 , but even then 
thanks to his pressure on the weak �f3 
and White 's compromised pawn struc­
ture on the queenside Black would be 
clearly better . 

1 S  .. J�aeS 1 9.'iYe3 bS �O.�bS 
20 .�xfl ! ?  

2 0  ... l:.dS 21 .a4 tbhS 
2 1 . . . aS ! ?  

22.aS tbgS 23.f3 tbf4 
Here Razuvaev recommends 2 3  . . .  c,t>h8 ! ?  
and then . . .  tbh7 - Black could then play 
. . .  tbg6-f4, without allowing his opponent 
the opportunity to play h3 -h4. In addi­
tion, in this case after a later . . .  tbf4 and 
�g3xf4 Black would retain the possibi­
lity of recapturing with the rook. 

24.�f1 'it;JhS 2S . ..txf4 gxf4 2S:iVf2 
gS 27.dS 

Hiarcs9 would here prefer 2 7 .h4,. but in 
this case White would have to reckon 
with the piece sacrifice 2 7  . . .  hS ! ?  2 8  .hxg5 
tbxg4 29 . fxg4 �xgS . 

. 

27 ... hS 2S . .tg2 Wg7 29:ti'e2 
'!:[hS=F 

Black won on move 60 after a complex 
struggle , in which various elements had 
their role to play : the h-file or later a 
passed h-pawn after an exchange of rooks 
on h4, the cS-square for the knight, 
White's ineffective bishop , the b-file 
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which was opened later and finally also 
an advantage in space. 
The position on move 43 is instructive : 

43 .. :ti'bSI 44.l:.h1  aSI 
Since there is 4S .'iVxaS ? .l:tb2 with the 
decisive threat . . .tiJb3 + .  

� 29.4 Italian Game 
Theoretical variation 

Here in the event of 
1 3.h3 

it would be a mistake for Black to go for 
the exchange on g3 , because after 

. 1 3  ... tbxg3+? 1 4.fxg3 �hS 1 S.g41 
(L'l.tiJg 1 -e2-g3-fS ,  ':'f3 , 'iYe2 , l:!.afl ) 
White gets a great advantage thanks to 
his pressure down the f-file. 
However, the correct move is 

1 3  ... �d7 
(L'l. . . .  tbf4) with chances for both sides. 
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� 29.5 Sveshnikov-Balashov 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 9 7 6  

The ,0,e5 is hanging. White should protect 
it with l O. 'iVe2 , after which the game 
would remain roughly level . Instead of 
this White decides to immediately get rid 
of one of the pieces attacking the ,0,e5 . 

1 0.�xg6?1 
In the event of the natural lO . . . hxg6? !  
1 1 .�g5 0 - 0  White has 1 2 .M .tb6 1 3 .a4 
together with an initiative on the queen­
side, but Black reacts differently: 

1 0  ... fxg6 1  
Now after kingside castling the l1f8 will 
exert strong pressure down the f-file and 
this difference from 1 0  . . .  hxg6? !  is really 
important! 

1 1 .�f4 
Now the idea of 1 1 . �g5 0-0 1 2 .M 
�b6 1 3 . a4 no longer works on account 
of 1 3  . . .  ttJxe5 ! 1 4 .l:he5 lhf3 ! -;  + . 

1 1  ... 0-0 1 2  . .tg3 ttJe7 1 3.tLlbd2 
ttJf5 1 4.ttJb3 �a4 1 5.wh1 ?1 

1 5 .'iWe2=i= .  
1 5  ... 'iVb6 1 6.'iWc2 'uac8 1 7.1ie2 
h61 1 8.h3 g51  

Black gains space on the kingside. Later 
he will even find an opportunity to get 
in . . .  g5 -g4. As the game progressed, 
White did not manage to keep Black' s  
initiative under control : 

1 9.�h2 'fJ.c7 

1 5 8 

.6. . .  .1::[£7 . 
20.ttJe1 

Now after 20 . . .  l:i.cf7 2 1 .ttJd3 at least f2 is 
protected. Black fmds another possibility 
to further increase the activity of his pieces. 

20 ... �e7 21 .'tWd1 

21 ... .:c41 22.l:.d2 g4 23.hxg4 ttJe3 
24.'iVe2 ttJxg4 25.f3 tLlxh2 26.ttJd4 
�c5 27.c,;f;;lxh2 .txd4 28.cxd4 .l:[xd4, 

and Black won. 

� 29.6 Stahlberg-Smyslov 
Zurich (Candidates' tournament) 1 95 3  

. Black's  last move was 1 3  . .  Jhd8; Obvi­
ously Smyslov was not afraid of e4-e5 
with an exchange on g6 :  

1 4.e5 ttJd5 1 5.ttJxd5 cxd5 1 6. 
�xg6 fxg6 

At first sight the black pawn structure 
may look somewhat compromised, but 
how should White exploit this? At the 



same time the 1:[f8 is now active, for 
which reason Black may now, depending 
on circumstances ,  hope for an initiative 
on the kingside. 

1 7  . .td2 ttJbBl 
The knight heads to c6 ,  to take aim at 
the �d4 and to block the c-fIle against 
an invasion by White' s  major pieces (cf. 
� Technique No. 17). 

1 B.i.xb4 'iYxb4 1 9.a5 :tcB 20. 
'ilVd3 g5 21 .'iYg6 'iYe7 22.:tdc1 
a6 23.J:[c3 ttJc6 24.J:[ac1 'iVd7 
25.'ilVc2 'ilVf7 26.'ilVd2 'iVf5 27.b4 

Here the players agreed on a draw. Bron­
stein thinks that, on account of the threat 
of 28 .b5 axb5 29 .a6 ,  Black would have to 
decide on 2 7  •. J �ce8 so as to be able to 
meet 2 8 .b5 axb5 2 9 .a6 with 2 9  . . .  ttJa5 . 
But 2 7  . . .  g4! ? with counterplay on the 
kingside also seems interesting to me. 

� 29.7 A.Mikhalevski-Yudasin 
Beer-Sheba 1 996 

This position arose from a well-known 
variation of the Benoni Defence - 1 .d4 
ttJf6 2 .c4 e6 3 .ttJf3 c5 4.d5 exd5 5 .cxd5 
d6 6 .ttJc3 g6 7 . e4 �g7 8 .i.g5 h6 9 .i.h4 
g5 1 0  . .tg3 ttJh5 1 1  . .i.b5 + <litf8 . Black 
does without castling so as to be able to 
swap off White ' s  strong bishop . But this 
suggestion has its dark sides. 
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1 2.e51 ttJxg3?1 
The alternatives 12 • • .  g4 or 12 . • .  a6 1 ?  
might be  better, but for the moment we 
do not want to go into the subtleties of 
opening theory. 

1 3.fxg31 
The only way. The f-fIle which has been 
opened promises White a future powerful 
attack on his opponent's king position. 

1 3  ... dxe5 1 4.0-0 a6 1 5  . .td3 b5 
1 6.'iVe2 c4 

1 7.ttJxe5 1 Vi'b6+ 
Or 1 7  ... cxd3 1 8 .Vi'h5 !ittg8 1 9 .'iVxfl + 
<lith7 20 .'iVg6+ !ittg8  2 1 .1::[fl l:th7 2 2 .  
ttJe4+- .  

1 B.<lith 1  cxd3 1 9.'iYh5 <litgB 
Forced. 

20J:txf7 
This threatens 2 I .l: hg 7 t! and then 
22 .'iYfl#. But perhaps 20.  'iYxf7+ <it>h7 
2 1 .d6 is even stronger , e .g .  2 1 . . :�xd6 
2 2 .ttJe4 'iVxe5 2 3 .ttJf6+ Vi'xf6 24 J:txf6 
l:tg8 2 5 .l:txh6+ �xh6 26 .Vi'xg8 ttJd7 
2 7 :�'d5+- ,  as was played in the game 
Doifman-Shvedchikov, USSR 1 9 7 8 .  ·

20 ... i.xe5 
Or 20 . . .  h!a7 2 1 .d6 ! (threatening ttJd5) , 
for instance 2 1 . . .J:[xfl 2 2 .'iVxfl+ <lith7 
2 3 :flg6+ !ittg8 24 .J:[fI + - .  

21 .J:taf1 .!:ta7 
2 1 .  . .  ttJd7 22 J�f8 + !  <lith 7 2 3  . .!:t 1 fl +  
�g7 24 .l:.xg 7 + ! .  

1 5 9 
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2ViJe41 i.g7 
2 2 . . .tiJd7 2 3 .tiJf6+ !  'ii'xf6 H.l:t 1 xf6+- .  

23.tiJf6+I 'ti'xf6 24.1:[1 xf6 l::[xf7 
24 . . .  i.g4 2 5 .'uf8 + !  i.xf8 26 .'iVe8 !+- .  

25.'iVxf7+ �h7 26.'ti'g6+ Wg8 
27JJ.f7 .b[h7 28 . .!:1.e7 �d7 29.'ti'f7+ 
Wh8 30 . .!:1.e8+1 1 -0 

Now we finally turn to the patterns 
sketched in in the introduction : 

2) Attacking �g6/g7 If7 

This can be considered a special case of 
<=:> Technique No. 3D, the attack on the 
h-file. The examples show how inflexible 
the constellation g6/g71fl is - the pawns 
can hardly move and they are also block­
ing the way for a defence, e .g .  along the 
seventh rank: 

� 29.8 Rubinstein-Bogoljubow 
Goteborg (6th match game) 1 920  

1 4  ... cxd4? 
A positional mistake - Black opens the e­
file for the opposing rook. 
A much stronger try is 1 4  ... tiJe41 ,  as re­
commended by GM Razuvaev, with 
chances for both sides. 

1 5.tiJxg61 
Of course not 1 5 .exd4? tiJf4. 

1 5  ... hxg6 

1 60 

Here Black has no choice, since e6 is 
hanging ! 

1 6.exd4 1:[c8 
Obviously Bogoljubow had exchanged 
on d4 two moves previously in order to 
open the c-file for his rook, but it is very 
difficult to make anything of this - the 
t!:.c2 is safely protected by the �d3 . 

1 7J:tfe1 J:!.c7 1 B.tiJf3 tiJe4 1 9.tt.Je5 
�xe5 

1 9  . . .  'iVg5 ! ?  
20.dxe5 

The threat now is an attack on the king 
by 'iYh3 -g4, l:te 1 -e3 , h2-h4-h5 - we 
can see that the pawn structure on the 
kingside turns out to be very unfavour­
able for Black. 

20 ... tiJc5?1 
After a further two moves Black comes 
to the conclusion that the exchange on 
d3 would not improve his situation and 
moves his knight back to e4 again. 
20 . . .  'Wg5 ! ? ,  intending . . .  'ii'g5 -h5 (-h6) , 
as recommended by GM Razuvaev, was 
much more tenacious. 

21 .i.d4 'lWd7 22.b4 tiJe4 
2 2 . . .tiJxd3 would in no way stem the 
danger of an attack on the kingside, e .g .  
23 .'fgxd3 'ii'a4 H.c3 i.a6 2 5 .'iYd2 and 
then :te l -e3 , h2 -h4. , 

23,J:!.e3 fUc8 24.:ae1 i.c6 25. 
'iWg4 i.b5 26.�xe41 dxe4 27.c3 
�c6 28.h41 



Sounding the attack with h4-hS . 
28 ... 'il'e8 29.'iVf4 

For the moment 2 9  .hS would fail to 
2 9 . . . gxhS 3 0 .'iVxh5 fS ! ,  but the imme­
diate 29 .�g3 , renewing the threat of 
h4-hS , was very strong. Black's  position 
would then not be an enviable one. 
Rubinstein's  queen move was unnecessary 
(the queen soon returns to g4) , but never­
theless his position remains superior. 

29 ... �d5 30.1:[g31 c;t>h7 31 . .l:lee31 
'iYa4 32.'iVg4 I:.h8 33.h51± 

Rubinstein has finally realised this ad­
vance. Black was not able to defend for 
much longer. 

� 29.9 Yates-Reti 
New York 1 924 

1 8  . .i.xg61  
Here too Black has no choice : he must 
recapture with the h-pawn. 

1 8  ... hxg6 1 9.tbe4 tbb6 20.b3 
�e7 21  J:td3! 

. 

The �a3 does not count - the important 
thing is to bring the rook to the h-file, 
which has just been opened by 1 8  . . .  hxg6 .  

21  ... .ixa3 22.tbe5 
Intending .l:!.d3 -h3 or l:d3 -f3 .  
The alternative 2 2 .tbfgS would have 
been weaker on account of 2 2 . .  . .l:!.d7 . 

22 ... 'il'h4 
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Or 22 . . . l::tfS (so as to protect f7) 23  . .1:[0 
'fi'h4 24. l::th3 

analysis diagram 

Now 24 . . .  'iVe7 2 S .'il'e3 ! illustrates the 
typical attacking pattern: tbgS and then 
llh8+ !  and 'il'h3-h7# can no longer be 
prevented. 
Or 24 .. :iVf4 2 S .cS tbc8 (2 S . . .  ttJdS 
2 6 .tbd6 'iWf6 2 7  . .l:.f3 +-) 2 6 .ttJd3 'iYb8 
2 7 .  'ilV g4, and the threat of 't!UM is de-
cisive. 

23.l:h3 'iYe7 24.tbg51  1 -0 
After 24 . .  :iWxgS the move 2 S  . .l:.h8+ !  
wins, and in the event of 2 4  . .  Jlf8 there 
follows 2 s :ifg4. 

� 2 9 . 1 0  Ahues-Alekhine 
Bad Nauheim 1 93 6  

1 5  ... i.xg3 1 6.hxg3? 

1 6 1  
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After this the white king gets into diffi­
culties . The correct move was 1 6.fx.g3 1 ,  
after which Black could not start a danger­
ous attack (GM Marin even thinks that 
for that reason the more flexible 1 5  . . .  'iYd7 ! 
with options on both wings was better) . 

1 6  ... tLle7 1 7.b4 'ifd7! 
Planning . . .  'iff5 , . . .  tLlg4 and . . .  'ifh5 . 

1 B.tLlc2 tLledS 1 9.tLla3 bS 20.axbS 
axbS 21 .'iVe2 c6 22.tt::lc2 'iVfS 
23.l:tfc1 h6 24.l:Z.aS l:Z.acB 2S.tLla1 
tLlg4 26.�f1 l:te6 1 

2 6  . . .  'ifh5 ? !  2 7  .�e l . 
27.l:txbS lU6 0-1 

� 29. 1 1 Milner-Barry­
Znosko Borovsky 

Tenby 1 92 8  

1 3.�xg6 hxg6 
After 1 3  .. . fx.g6 Black would have no 
compensation for the weaknesses on the 
e-file (the !'!,e6 ,  the e5-square) . 

1 4.tLleS 
. 

Generally speaking, an outpost square 
must be occupied. 

1 4  ... tLld7 1 S.tLldf3 tLldxeS 1 6.tLlxeS 
tLlxeS H.i-xeS 'ifc6 

Black is intending a minority attack with 
. . .  b7 -b5-b4. Can White for his part un­
dertake something else? 

1 62 

1 B.l:te31 bS 1 9.'4i'd 1 1 b4 20.h4 
The idea of attacking by means of h4-h5 
is absolutely correct, but 20.cxb4! i.xb4 
was better and only then 2 1 .h4. 

20 ... bxc3?! 
Black does not exploit his chance : 
After 2o  . . .  hh41 2 1 . cxb4 .:r.ac8 2 2 .  
l:th3 i.e7 2 3 .'iVd2 f6 and then . . .  �c8-c2 
White would not obtain an attack on the 
king. 

21 .l:txc3 'ifa6?1 
21 . . .  'iYb6 was better, e .g .  22.h5 (22 .  
J:b3 ! ?) 2 2  . . .  �xb2 2 3 .l:th3 (or 2 3  . .:tc2 
'iVb6 24.hxg6 fxg6 25 .'iVg4 i.f6) 
2 3  . . .  g5 24.h6 f6 2 5 .'ifh5 'ifc2 26 .  
hxg7  �xg7 2 7 .'ifxg5+  'ifg6 2 8 .'iVe3 
�f7 , and Black can hope to hold the 
position. 

22.hS 

22, .. gS 
22 . . .  'iYxa2 23 .hxg6 ,  e.g. 23 . . .  'iVxb2 
(2 3 . .  .fxg6 24 .�g4 with a big advan­
tage) 24.�hS fxg6 25 .'ifxg6 1:[f7 26 .  
.l::th3 . 

. 23.h6!  f6 24.'ifhSI i.dB 
24 ... fx.e5 2 5 .'iVg6 .!::[f7 (or 25 . . .  i.f6 
2 6 .l:tc7) 26 .l:tf3 !  '!::[af8 2 7 .l::txf7 l:txf7 
2 8 .hT+ +- .  
There follows an  appealing finish: 

2S.'ifg6 'ifb7 26.l:tc7! 
And Black resigned. 



3) A hiding-place for 
the king on h2/h7 

� 29. 1 2  Seirawan-Tal 
Montpellier (Candidates' tournament) 1 985  

24 ... �xg3?1 
24 . . .  iVd7 !  was better. 

25.fxg3!  
Tal had probably under-estimated this. 
Now White plans h2-h3 and then cJth2 ,  
after which his king will feel secure, which 
cannot be said for that of his opponent. 

25 .. J:txd1 + 26.'iYxd1 'iVd7 27.'iYe1 1 
Considering his better protected king posi­
tion, White avoids the exchange of queens. 

27 ... .te6 28.b3 
As predicted, White continues with h2-
h3 , �h2 and then �b2 ,  'iVc3 ± .  Tal did 
not manage to hold the game. 

� 29. 1 3  Boleslavsky-Smyslov 
Ziirich (Candidates ' tournament) 1 95 3  
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1 4  ... fxg6 1  
Now the black king will feel safe after 
. . .  h7  -h6 ,  . . .  cJtg8-h 7 .  After 1 4  • • •  hxg6?1  on 
the other hand, Black would have to be an­
ticipating ttJf3-gS ,  'iVe2-g4-h4(-h3) ,  and 
at the same time an attack down the h-flle 
with h4-hS might be worth considering. 

1 5  . .te3 'iVe7 1 6  . .!:!.fc1 nfc8 1 7  . 
.td2 h6= 

In the following example the motifs for 
. .  .fxg6 - better security for one ' s  own 
king and a possible crash down the f-file 
- go hand in hand : 

� 29. 1 4  Am.Rodriguez-Miles 
Palma de Mallorca 1 98 9  

1 5  . .txg6 fxg6 1  
After 15  . . .  hxg6? 1  1 6 .�gS !, and the sub­
sequent exchange of bishops the idea of 
ttJgS , 'iff4 would provide White with 
' good attacking chances on the kingside . 
The text move not only guarantees the 
safety of the black king, but also opens 
the f-file for the rook. 

' 1 6.c3 
1 6. i.g5 ! ?  was worth considering, to 
exchange the bad bishop at once. 

1 6  ... ttJa6 1  
Planning when appropriate . . .  c7 -cS . 

1 7.�g5 �a31? 
1 7  . . .  cS ! ?  

1 63 
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1 8.'i'k'c2 
Preparing the exchange (�c 1 ) or the 
shutting in (b3 -b4) of the bishop. 

1 8  ... .!:.ac8 1 9.b4 
1 9.�c1 �e7 20 .�g5 hg5 (or 20 . . .  c5) 2 1 .  
lbxg5 c5 with initiative for Black (Miles) . 

1 9  .. J�xf31 
1 9  • • •  lbc4? 2 o .lbd2 with the threat 2 I .  
'iYb3 (20 . . .  'iVf7 2 I .l:[fl �f5 could per­
haps prevent the worst) . 
So Black prefers to give up the exchange. 

20.gxf3 .Ilf8 21 .�g2 'iVf7 22.�d3 
lbc4 23..tc1 i.xc1 24.l:taxc1 lbb81? 

A plausible course was the repetition of 
moves 24 • . .  ttJb2 2 5 .'iVe3 tbc4 2 6 .'iVd3 . 
Also worth considering was 24 . . .  g5 ! ?  
.6. . . .  lbb8-c6-e7 -g6 (Miles) . 

2S.h4 tbc6 26.f4 lbe7 27J:th1 tbfS 
Thanks to his nice knight and the oppo­
nent' s  weaknesses on the kingside Black 
has more than sufficient compensation 
for the exchange he has sacrificed, espe­
cially since White has no counterplay. 
Miles won after a long struggle. 

4) h2xg3 - despite everything, 
the boring normal case 

Despite everything hxg3 ( . . .  hxg6) is still in 
the majority of cases the correct move, as , 
e .g . ,  in Example 29. 1 1. We saw which ar­
guments can speak in favour of the fIequent 

[ .·. ,t�#hlljqtJe �o� 3p· :.: 1 

exception fxg3 ( . . .  fxg6) , and the reader 
would like in the future to be in the position 
of making his decision in such cases in a 
conscious rather than automatic fashion ! 

� 29. 1 5  Portisch-Uhlmann 
Halle 1 9 67  

Black has just taken the ..tg3 . How 
should White recapture? 

1 2.hxg3 
Here there was no reason to decide other­
wise. After 1 2.fxg3 White would not 
obtain an attack on the f-file (e.g .  Black 
could immediately meet it with 1 2  . . .  lbg4 
1 3 .'lWd2 f5 ! ?) .  On the other hand, after 1 2 . 
hxg3 Black's  idea of an attack with . . .  tbg4 
and . . .  'iYf6-h6 is an illusion, since the tt:Jf3 
is reliably protecting the critical h2-square. 

1 2  ... 'i1Ve7 
The game is almost level. But Black has to be 
prudent since White has the better bishop. 

The attack down the h-file 

If the opponent castles kingside, it is  not 
uncommon for an attack linking an advance 
of the h-pawn with aggression on the h­
me to be effective - we saw some examples 
in the previous section (after hxg3/  . . .  hxg6) . 
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Such a plan may look like a beginner' s ,  
but just for that reason it is often not 
evaluated at its true worth. Just take a 
look at the following extracts from 
games : 



� 30. 1  Alekhine-Ibanez 
Buenos Aires 1 92 6  

1 3.h41 gxh4? 
After this White is successful aston­
ishingly quickly. After 1 3  ... g4 1 4 .lLlh2 
hg2 I S .Wxg2 Wh7 (or l S  . .  .fS 1 6  . ..txh6) 
1 6 .lLlxg4 fs 1 7 .lLlh2 White would have 
a sound extra pawn, but the h-file would 
remain closed - this would then have 
been the lesser evil . 

1 4.lLlxh4 �xg2 1 5.'iitxg2 Wh7 1 6. 
l:1h1 1 l:thS 1 7.lLlf3 lLlhf6 1 S.�xh6 

And Black resigned. 

� 30.2 Maroczy-Yates 
New York 1 924 

21 .g31 
This opens the h-file for White for an 
attack on the king. 

21 ... fxg3 22.hxg3 c5 23.lLlf3 lLlf7 
24.lLlh21  
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Planning for example 'li'hS , lLlg4, Wg2 ,  
l:th 1 .  

24 ... l:ta7 25.'li'h5 i.g7 26.ttJg4 
'li'd7 27.Wg2 1  

27  ... lLle5 
This runs into a simple refutation, but 
there was in any case no good defence 
against l:[e 1 -h 1 .  

2S.lLlxd6 
Also good was 28.ttJxg7 �xg7 29 .�h6+ 
'iith8 3o .lLlxf6 lLlg4 3 1 .lLlxg4 �xg4 3 2 .  
f3 �d7 3 3 .�f6+ + - .  

2 S  ... .!:!.dS 29.lLlxe5 fxe5 30.lLlf5 
�f6 31 .':h1 l:tfS 32.'li'g4 'iithS 
33.l:th6 a5 34.lLle3 Vi'eS 35.l:[ah1  
l:tff7 36.�f5 �fS 37.lLlg4 �dS 
3S.l:[xh7+ wgS 39.�g6+ l:tg7 
40 . .!:!.hS# 1 -0 

� 30 .3  Boleslavsky-Batuev 
Rostov on the Don 1 93 9  
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White possesses an advantage in space 
and the bishop pair , but his opponent' s  
position looks stable . 
But Boleslavsky finds the key to getting 
access to the black position - the ad­
vance of the h-pawn with the intention 
of opening the h-file ! 

1 S.h41 tUf8 1 6.�d2 'fiIe7 1 7.'�g2! 
tUe6 1 8J:th 1 1 �f4 

After l S  . • •  ff4+ 1 9 .�xf4 �xf4 White 
has 20 .g5 ! with a strong attack, when 
2 0  . .  .fxg5 ?  loses on the spot on account 
of 2 1 .hxg5 . 

1 9.�xe6 .ixd2 20.�b3 "iYf4 
After 20 . . .  i.f4 the move 2 1 .g5 ! with the 
idea of h4-h5 is very unpleasant. 

21 . .!::!.ad1  .l:e7 
As A.Suetin indicates, 2 1 .  . .  'iVxf3+ 22 .  
<it>xf3 �h6 fails to 2 3 .l:.hg 1 !  (.6.24.g5) , 
after which the forced 2 3  . . .  g5  is met 
with 24.h5 - on account of the absurd 
situation of the �h6 Black is clearly 
losing. 

22.gS I fxgS? 
22 . . .  f5 ! was much more tenacious : 23. 
rut3 (the threat is 24.h5 'fiIxg5 + 25 .:g3 
or 24 . . .  gxh5 2 5 .g6 ;  but 2 3 .'fiIxf4 �xf4 
24.<it>f3 �c7 2 5 .h5 would be weaker on 
account of 2 5  . .  .'.t)h7 ! )  2 3  . . .  c;t>f8 (2 3 . . .  
Wh7 24..lhd2 ! 'iYxd2 2 5 .h5 'iVxg5+ 
2 6  . .l:g3  'filM 2 7 .hxg6+ WgS 2 S . gxf7 + 
WfS 29  . .!::!.h3 'iVg5 +  3 0 .'iVg3 'iYxg3 + 
3 1 .<it>xg3 +-) 24.h5 ! 'fIxg5+ 25 .:I::[g3 
'iff4 26.hxg6 fxg6 . 2 7. 'iVxf4 ' hf4 
2SJIh.l ( 2S  . .l:.xg6 ! ?) 2S . . .  �6 29 Jhg6 
l:r.eeS 30 . .!::!.h5 We7 3 1 Jhf5 ltfS 3 2 .  
l::!.e5 + Wd7 , and Black retains drawing 
chances despite being a pawn down. 

23.h51 'fiIxf3+ 24.'it>xf3 g4+ 
24 . . .  �f4 25 .hxg6+-.  

2S.<Jo>g31  �h6 26.hxg6 as 27.a4 
<Jo>f8 28.gxf7, 

and White won. 
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� 30.4 Petrosian-Sokolsky 
Kiev (USSR Ch) 1 954 

23.h41 
So as to weaken the opposing king posi­
tion with a later h5-h6 .  

23 . . .  tLleS 24.tUh2 'iVd7 
24 ... ..t>hSI ?  came into question, so as to 
be able to meet M-h5 (.6.h6) with . . .  h7-
h6 .  On the other hand (after h4-h5 and 
. . .  h7 -h6) the possibility would then arise 
to continue the attack with g3 -g4-g5 . 

2S.tLlf3 .:!.dS 26.hSI wh8 27.h61 
gxh6 

27 . . .  g6 would keep the files closed, but 
then the dark squares (g5 , f6 , g7) would 
have become very weak. 

28.Wg2 �g7 29.b4 tUb7 30.'iVh4 
ltg8 31 .�xh6 �xh6 32.'iYxh6 
:'g6 33.'iVh4 <it>g7 34 . .l:e4 

Threatening 3 5  . .l:!.h 1 h6 36 Jlg4+ - .  
34 ... 'ifd8 

Black may have managed to ward off the 
immediate threats on the kingside, but to 

. do so his rook on g6 had to go into a pas­
sive position. So Petrosian now swaps off 
those of Black' s  pieces which are actively 
posted and obtains a superior endgame in 
view' of the awkward position of the :g6.  

3S.'iVxd81 tUxd8 36.bxaSI 
So as to open the b-file for the lla l .  

36 ... bxaS 
Or 3 6  . .  ..lha5 3 7 . l:tc4 c5 3 S J�d 1 ± . 



37.l:[d4! J::rxd4 38.tLlxd4 tLlb7 39 . 
.!:!.b1 tLlc5 40.J::rb5 

White won the �aS and soon the game. 

� 30.5 Keres-Petrosian 
Ziirich (Candidates ' tournament) 1 95 3  

White's  plan consists of g2-g3 ,  'iit>g2 ,  l:lhl 
then doubling the major pieces on the h-file. 

26.g51 
The immediate 26 .g3 would be fol­
lowed by 26 . . .  g S ! 2 7 .i.xeS dxeS .  The 
forthcoming exchange of rooks on the 
open d-file spoils White' s  plan. 

26 ... a5 
Petrosian fInds no counterplay and waits. 

27.g3 'iYe6 28.liitg2 'iVe7 29.l::!.h1 
'iYe6 30.l:th4 IU8 31 .'iYd1 

The threat is 3 2 .  'iYh 1 .  Black must now 
do something in order to be able to 
protect his �h7 . 

31 ... i..xf4 32.exf4 f6 33.l:!.e2' 
3 3 .'iVhl 'iYd7 . 

33 ... 'Wf7 34.gxf6 'fi'xf6 
Black may have beaten off the threats on 
the h-file (3 S .'iYh l  is simply followed 
by 3 S . . .  'iYf7) , but the cost was not an 
inconsequential one : White now takes 
possession of the freshly opened e-file. 

35.'iYe1 ! 
White seizes the initiative (3 S . . .  tLld3 ? 
3 6 .i..dS + ,  e . g ,  3 6  . . .  <iith8  3 7 .l:txh7+ !  
'iit>xh7 3 8 .l:r.e7+ 'iit>h8 3 9 .'iYh 1 +) .  
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� 30.6 Tal-Gurgenidze 
Alma Ata (USSR Ch) 1 968 

1 6.h41 
A nice idea - White sacrifices this pawn 
to open the h-file for his rook. If Black 
declines the offer, then 'fi'e4 is played and 
after . . .  g7 -g6 then h4-hS and hSxg6 ,  
after which the h-file i s  opened anyway , 
and in addition the black �h7 is missing . 

1 6  ... i..xh4 1 7.g3 i.e7 1 8.'iit>g2 g6 
A move like 18 . . .  l:[a7 is not followed by 
1 9  . .txh7+ 'iit>xh7 20  . .!:f.h1 +  �g8 2 1 .'iVhS 
fS , after which White only -has perpetual 
check, but by 1 9.I:llil ,  which forces . . .  g7-g6. 

1 9.1:r.h1 i..f8 
1 9  .. .'i!i'c7 fails to 2oJhh7 !  Wxh7 (20 . . .  
'iYxeS 2 1. .Uxf7 ! 'iit>xf7 2 2 .'iYxg6+ � f8  2 3 .  
.th6+ + - )  2 1 .  'i!VhS+ 'iit>g7 22 .'fi'h6+ 'iit>g8 
23 .i.xg6! fXg6 24.'iYxg6+ liith8 2S . .tg5+-. 

20.i.g5 W1c7 
20 ... i.e7 2 1 .i.xg6 !+- hxg6 22 .'iVh4, 2 1 . . .  
fxg6 22 .'iYxe6+ or  2 1 . . .i.xgS 22 .i.xf7+! .  
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There now follows a series of sacrifices 
typical of Tal : 

21. .l:xh7 1  'iVxeS 
After 2 1  ... !it>xh7 there is e .g .  the deci­
sive 2 2 .l:!.hl  + �g8 B .'iVM �g7 24.M6 ! .  
There was the interesting line 2 1  . . .  �g7 ! ?  
22 . .tf6 �xf6 (22  . .  .f�h7 B .l:rh l +  Wg8 
24."iVh4, 22 . . .ttJxf6 B .exf6 hf6 24.hg6) 
23.exf6 tLlxf6 24.'iVxg6+ (there is nothing 
better) 24 . .  .fxg6 2S J:txc7 ':'ac8 , and Black 
gets off into an endgame with a pawn less. 

22.l:r.xf7 1 'iit>xf7 23.�xg6+ �gS 
23 . . .  <;i;Jxg6 24.�f4+ '.tf6 2 S .'Mih4+ ! 
�f7 26 .�xeS + - .  

24.�xeS 
On account of the loss of the queen (M6+) 
Black may not take the bishop, and so the 
game is decided. After 24 .�h7 + there 
would be still the defence 24 . . .  Wh8 ! .  

24 ... �g7  2S.�d7 tLlc7 
2S . . .  tiJe3 +  2 6 .�xe3 'MidS + would have 
limited the damage to a pawn, but on 
the other hand it would have left no 
chance of pulling off a swindle. 

26.i.xc6 .:!.fS 
2 6  . . .  'iVxb2 2 7  .l:[b l ! �xb l 2 8 .i.f6+- .  

27.':!'d1 'iVcs 2S.�f3 1Wxc2 29Jld7 
l:r.f7 30.'!:[dS+ ':'fS 31 .�f61 'iVh7 32. 
�e4 �h6 33.�gS 'ifhS 34 . .!:td7 1 -0 

� 30 .7  Gligoric-Bogdanovic 
Titovo Uzice J 966  

1 6 8 

Here remember 'Botvinnik's second 
method' under c:> Tedmique No. 13 - as 
we learned there, White can often play 
h4-hS to defuse the planned . . .  £7 -fS . 
In the position in the diagram White can 
in addition castle queenside after this ,  
which enables him to play for an attack 
on the kingside himself. 

S.h41 fS 9.hS 
In later games 9.tiJgS or 9. �gS has been 
played here , but with the same idea - to 
soon play M-hS . 

9 .. .f4 1 0.hxg6 hxg6 1 1 .g3 tLld7 1 2. 
�d2 �e7 1 3.'iVc2 tLlef6 1 4.0-0-0 

And on no account 14.gxf4? 1 exf4 
1 S .�xf4?  tLlxe4 with good counterplay. 

The open h-file and the weakness on g6 
promise White excellent attacking 
chances , whereas Black has no counter­
play. Here is the rest of the game without 
comments : 

1 4  ... fxg3 1 S.fxg3 tLlcS 1 6.tLlh4 
�eS 1 7.11df1 tLlg4 1 S.b4 tLla6 
1 9.a3 tLlf2 20.':'h2 tLlg4 21 JlxfS+ 
i.xfS 22.l:r.h1  �e7 23.wb2 .id7 
24.'iVc1 Wilf7 2S.':'f1 'iVg7 26.cS 
tLlbS 27.�gS tLlf6 2S.�c4 '.th7 
29.c6 �cS 30 . .l::[h 1  �gS 31.'fi'd2 
a6 32.�b3 bS 33.:f1 as  34.'iVe2 
axb4 3S.axb4 tLla6 36.'iVf3 wf7 
37.tLla2 �h3 3S.':'f2 �c8 39.g4 

And Black resigned. 



� 30 .8  Peresipkin-Makarichev 
USSR 1 9 68  

25 ... h5 1  26.tt:Jc4 
26.h4 'lWh3 with an initiative for Black. 

26 ... h41 27.l:rbc1 l:tb51 
Here the rook is ready to appear on hS 
at any time. 
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White ' s  initiative on the kingside is 
threatening to quickly become dan­
gerous. 
Should Black continue to play paSSively 
on that part of the board? 

1 5  ... h51? 
A very interesting possibility. Suddenly 
it is no longer clear who will attack 
whom on the kingside . 

1 6.gxh5 i.xh3 1 7.tt:J3h2 g6! 
1 8.tt:Jg3 �g7 1 9.�h1 1? 

�l:[e 1 -g l . 
1 9  ... l:.h81 20.l:tg1 �f8 

Thanks to his active rook on hS Black 
has considerable counter-chances in this 
complicated position. 

28.'iYf3 l:[f5 29.'iVg2 'iVe6 30.tt:Je3 � 30. 1 0  Formanek-Tatai 
J:fb5 31 JUd1 ?  hxg31  32.hxg3 Reggio Emilia 1 9 8 3 / 84 

tt:Jg41 33.�xg7 �xg7 
There was the simple and good 33 . • .  tt:Jx.e3 ... 
H.fxe3 'iYxe3+ 3 S .'lWf2 'iVxf2+ 3 6 .�xf2 
�xg7 3 7 .l:!.c7 l:rSb7+,  but Black is tar­
geting his play on an attack on the king. 

34.J:.c3?1 
34. tt:JdS l:[Sb7 � . . . .:thS . 

34 .. .l:[h8! 
In view of the threat 3 S  . .  J:tbhS White 
finds himself in a difficult position. 

� 30.9 Tal-Petrosian 
Erevan (USSR Ch) 1 9 7 5  

1 9  ... h51  20.gxh5 l:th81 21 .hxg6 
�c81 22.d4 

Desperation. 
After 22. �h2 �xh3 ! 2 3 .�xh3 .!:hh3 +  
24 ,�xh3 'iVd7 +  2 5 .  �g2 (2S .�h4 
J:.hS +  26 .�gS 'iVh3 -+) 2 S  . . .  l:thS 2 6 .  
J:.h1 'ii'g4+ Black wins . 
Also hopeless would be 22.  'iVdl �xh3 
B .i.xh3 .:txh3 24 .  tt:Jg 5 , and now 24 . . .  
'iVd7 !-+  decides. 

22 ... �xh3 23.d5 'iYc81 
And White already reSigned. 
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Chapter VI I I  

Developing and activating pieces 

The development of pieces is a big subject and here we shall investigate some practi­
cal aspects . 
We shall begin with the rooks , since one never knows exactly which one belongs on 
which fIle (¢ Technique No. 31). 
And if the routine development J:tac 1 l8 ,  'uad 1 l8 ,  ':He 1 l8 etc. is not promising, one 
is left with the rook lift ¢ Technique No. 32. 
Technique No. 33 deals with transferring the rook to better (central) squares .  
Technique No. 34 demonstrates how apparently ineffective bishops can be brought 
to good positions . 
In No. 3S an interesting square for the queen is revealed 
Finally in No. 36 the subject is influencing the opponent's piece development by a 
pendulum manoeuvre. 

r;" r�biJiJl���'�N���'31' 1 
Which rook belongs on the c-, d- or e-file? 

As for the tiresome question about the 
'correct' positioning of the rook, I can 
think of no better introduction to this 
problem than the following admission 
by the XIlth correspondence chess world 
champion Grigory Sanakoev from his 
eminently readable book World Cham­
pion at the Third Attempt: . 

'Intuitively choosing the right i'Ook 
to occupy an open central me is, I ' 
believe, one of the most difficult 
things a chess-player ever has to 
do. 
Many a time I have quickly played 
gad1 and then suddenly realized to 
my dismay, a few moves later, that 
this rook belongs on el, while d1 
should be occupied by the king 's 

1 7 0 

rook. Swallowing your stinging 
feeling of shame, you play .J:del 
after all (you 're lucky if you have 
enough will-power and common 
sense to admit your blunder). You 
hope no one . will notice the 
mistake, and are relieved to see that 
your position is taking on a har­
monious look. OK, so you 've lost 
a tempo - never mind, it can 't be 
helped 
In the next game, in a similar po­
sition, you play J1ac1. A couple of 
move later - horrors! - you realise 
your king 's rook will ha ve to go to 
e1, so what is going to go to d1 ? 
Again you wring rrom yourself the 
excruciating decision - to play 
J1cd1! In such moments I yearn for 
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a third rook, so as to occupy aU three 
central files and solve the whole 
problem squarely. 
Say what you will, there is a deep 
mystery here! 

So much for Sanakoev, now to the 
examples : 

� 3 1 . 1 Haakanson-Nimzowitsch 
Denmark 1 92 1  

The .l:I.f8 has to remain where it is so as 
to support a future . . .  f7 -fs . But what 
does one do with the other rook? 

1 4  ... l:.aeSI 
A very strong and important move . As 
was said, Black is planning . . .  f7 -fS , after 
which there will be great tension in the 
centre and then this rook will be ideally 
placed on the e-file. 
But should White close the centre with 
d4-dS , then the black knight gets the 
lovely cS-square, whilst the move . . . f7-
fs can mean the start of a dangerous 
pawn storm on the kingside. 

1 S.f3 'iVe6 1 6.lUc2? 
The correct move was 1 6 .'iVd2 
intending lUc2-e3 , after which it would 
not be so easy for Black to get in . . .  f7 -fs . 

1 6  ... exd41 1 7.cxd4 fS+ 
White has major problems on e4. 

� 3 1 .2 Alekhine-Capablanca 
Buenos Aires (8 th WCh game) 1 92 7  

O f  course one o f  the black rooks belongs 
on c8 - but which one? 

1 6  ... l:.fcS! 
The correct decision - now Black can bring 
his king into play via f8 . But there is yet 
another argument in favour of 1 6  .. J:rfc8 : 

1 7.b3 'iti>fS 
Not 1 7  .. Jhc l ?  1 8  . .!:!.xc 1 , since 1 8  . .  J:tc8? 
now fails to 1 9 .1hc8+ .txc8 2 0 . ttJbS 
ttJc6 2 1 .lUd6 winning a pawn. 

1 S.f4 ttJc6 1 9  . .tbS 
1 9 .�f3 ! ?  

1 9  ... We7 20.�xc6 bxc6 21J:tcS as! 

Here the further advantage of .. J:rf8-c8 
becomes clear : thanks to the position of 
the rook on a8 this immensely important 
advance for the defence is possible. Now 
Black can with . . .  '!:!'a8-a6 protect both his 
weaknesses - as and c6 . 

1 7 1  
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In addition Black has prevented any 
fixing of the position with b3-b4, now 
a2-a3 , b3 -b4 would, after . . .  aSxb4, just 
free Black from one of his two 
weaknesses (as) and at the same time 
concede the a-file to him. 

22J�hc1 �d6 23J:t1 c3 1:[a6 24. 
ttJbS+ 'iiJe7 

24 . . .  cxb5 ! ?  2s .lhc8 M! 26 . .l:r.c 1 i..xc8 
2 7 ..!:txc8 a4 with good counterplay. 

2S.ttJd4 �d6 26.e4 dxe4 27.<;i;le3 
llbSI 

27 . . .  .1:.e8 2 8 .ttJfS +  .ixfS 29 JhfS f6 3 0 .  
llc4 a4 3 1 0M;;!;; . 

2S.ttJfS+ ..txfS 29.':'xfS f6 30 . .!:!.c4 
3 0 .�xe4 a4 with counterplay. 

30 .. JlbS 
The position is level and the game soon 
ended in a draw. 

� 3 1 .3 Ragozin-Arnlind 
2nd World ch Correspondence Chess 1 95 6  

1 7  ... .l:r.acS?1 
of course one of the black rooks belongs 
on the c-file , but I 7  . .  JUcS! was prefer­
able - after that the second rook could 
get into the game via as , and in addition 
the �a4 would be better protected; e .g .  
I S .a3 l::[aS (¢ Technique No. 32, the 
rook lift - from this square this rook 
supports the advances . . .  e7 -eS , . . .  d6-d5 

1 7 2 

and even . . .  g6-gS) 1 9 .eS dxeS , and in 
the event of 2 0 .fxe5 ttJd7 2 1 oe6 fxe6 
22 . ..txg7 �xg7 White would still have 
to show that he has any compensation. 
After the text move Black wants to bring 
the .1:.f8 to e8 so as to get in . . .  e 7  -eS , but 
White thwarts this intention : 

1 S.a3 
This fixes the weak �a4. 

1 S  .. J:[feS 
/:,. . . . e7-eS . 

1 9.eSI 
Now the position of the rook on e8 is of 
no use. 

1 9  ... dxeS 20.fxeS ttJd7 21 .e61? 
fxe6 22 . ..txg7 �xg7 23.11d4 'iVcs 
24.'iVf2 ttJeS 2S.1:[ff4 

For the sacrifided pawn White has ob­
tained a dangerous initiative. The .:re8 has 
obviously been caught on the wrong foot. 

� 3 1 .4 Naranja-Fischer 
Palma (Interzonal tournament) 1 9 70  

The <;ontinuation 12 . .  JU'cS ! would have 
s�cured counterplay for Black. The other 
rook would then, after . . .  a7 -a6 ,  . . .  b7-b5 , 
show its teeth either on the a- or on the 
b-file (a�cording to which file is opened) . 
But the game continued 

1 2  ... ViVcS?1 1 3.b4 'iVfS 1 4.e4 ViVeS 
1 SJ:i:b3 .id7 1 6.f4 

White has the initiative. 
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It is not a rare thing for us to make a care­
less 'natural' rook move, only to realise 
later that the rook would be better posted 
on its original square. Prophylactic think­
ing is a good way to avoid such mistakes. 

� 3 1 .S Levenfish-Aronin 
Gorki 1 95 0  

1 S".�ab8?1 
After this the t:,a6 is left unprotected. 
For that reason l S  . . .  l:!.fbS was preferable . 

1 6.i.xb7 l:rxb7 1 Vt:Jb3 as 
1 7  . . .  tLlhS ! ?  I S .'iVxa6 tLlf4 1 9 .g3 l:rfbS . 

1 8.h3 l:[b4 1 9.%:[a1 .l:!.a8 
Now Black comes to the conclusion that 
a rook was in fact needed on a8 .  
Consequently he would have been better 
missing out I S  . . .  l:!.ab8 .  

� 3 1 .6 R.Byrne-Fischer 
New York (USA Championship) 1 963  

One of the white rooks belongs on d 1 , 
but which one? - Byrne makes the 
wrong decision and in this game, which 
has become famous, disaster follows : 

1 4JUd1 ? 
White under-estimates the danger to the 
t:,fl,  which will come after Black' s  next 
move. Consequently the correct move 
was 1 4.l::[adl .  

1 4  ... tLld31 1 S.'iVc2 
The decisive mistake. But after other moves 
too , the white position was mightily 
unpleasant, thus 1 5 . t2Jd4 and 1 5 . lbf'4 are 
both met with 1 5  . . .  tLle4 together with a 
black initiative , whereas after 1 5 .£3 the 
continuation 1 5  . . .  �h6 1 6 .f4 ( 1 6 .li:Jf4? 
d4 ! )  1 6  . . .  i.g7 ! ll . . . tLle4 looks strong. 

1 S."tLlxf21 1 6.'itglxf2 tLlg4+ 1 7.Wg1 
tLlxe3 1 8.'iVd2 tLlxg21 

And not l S  . . .  tLlxd l ?  1 9 .1:[xd l OO .  
1 9  . ..t>xg2 d41 20.tLlxd4 i.b7+ 21 .Wf1 

2 1 .<it>gl  �xd4+ 2 2 .'iVxd4 l:re 1 + ! 2 3 .  
..t>fl 'ii'xd4+ H . .llxd4 .!:.xa l -+ ,  2 1 .�f2 
'iVd7 ! 2 2 .l:tac 1 'ifh3 2 3 .li:Jf3 �h6-+.  

21 ".'iVd7 1  
White resigned - there i s  no  defence to 
the deadly threat of . . .  'iVh3+ ,  e .g .  2 2 .'iVfl 
'iYhH 23 .<;¥;>g l l:!.e 1 + ! !  H.l:[xe l �xd4-+ 
or 2 2 .tLldb5 VWh3 + 2 3  . ..t>g l i.h6-+.  

� 3 1 .7 Geller-Najdorf 
Zurich (Candidates ' tournament) 1 9 53 
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1 1  ... .l:Ic8?1 
At first glance there is no doubt that this 
rook belongs on cS . But if we make use 
of prophylactic thinking in Black' s  place , 
we realise that White has the possibility 
to gain space on the queenside by a4-aS 
and to palpably cramp our position. If we 
then play . . .  b7 -bS (and it is highly probable 
that we will decide to do so in order to 
achieve counterplay) , White exchanges 
en passant on b6 ,  after which the �a6 
becomes weak and requires protection. 
So there are good reasons to leave the 1:I.aS 
where it is and bring the other rook to cS , 
e .g .  1 l  . • •  �e7 1 2 .i.e3 0-0 1 3 .aS bS 1 4. 
axb6 tZJxb6 I S .'it>hl .l:!fc8 ! with good chan­
ces, as was played in many later games . 

1 2.i.e3 
1 2 .aS I ? �  

1 2  ... i.e7 1 3.a5 
Now 1 3  . . .  bS is not advisable, e .g .  
1 4.axb6 tZJxb6 I S .tZJaS i.xe2 1 6 .'fWxe2 

analysis diagram 

1 6  . . .  dS ( 1 6  . . .  tZJc4 1 7 .tZJxc4 Wlxc4 I S .'iWf3 
'fWb4 1 9 .J::ta2 0-0 20 .i.g S l:!.feS 2 1 .l:tfa 1 ±) 
1 7 .�xa6 d4 1 S .tZJbS 'iWbS 1 9  . ..tgS l:I.xc2 
20 .l:.fc 1 l:txc 1 +  2 1 .l:.xc 1 +- - in this line 
the disadvantage of . . .  l:I.aS-cS strikes the eye. 

1 3  ... h5 
Directed against g2 -g4. The move 
1 3  ... 0-0 can be met with an attack, e .g .  
1 4.l:I.a4 ..txe2 I S .Wlxe2 l:IfdS 1 6 .g4, as 

1 74 

was played in the game Kononenko­
Sandalakis, Denizli 2003 . 

1 4.i.xc4 Wixc4 1 5.:a4 'Wic7 1 6. 
h3 h4 1 7.l:I.f2 1 

L\l:td2 . 
1 7  ... b5 

Black tries to achieve counterplay and is 
even prepared to sacrifice the �a6 to get it. 

1 8.axb6 tZJxb6 1 9  . ..txb61  
A wise decision. After 1 9 .Iha6 tZJc4 
Black would in fact obtain something of 
an initiative for the pawn. But now he is 
left with his various weaknesses (the dS ­
square, the pawns on a6 and d6) 
without any counter-chances. 

1 9  ... �xb6 20.'fWe21 

20 ... l:I.a8 
So, back anyway! 

21 .'it!th2 0-0 22.lIf1 1 lIa7 23.1:I.fa1 ± 

� 3 1 .8 Tal-Padevsky 
Moscow 1 96 3  
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1 4.l:Ide1 ! 
There was nothing this rook could achieve 
on the blocked d-file, whilst the l:[h l can 
perhaps still be useful on the kingside. 

1 4  ... .1:.gS 
14 . . .  f5 I S .'iVf4 (or I S .'iVhS , Tal) with a 
lasting advantage on account of the 
backward !'3,.e6.  

1 5.'iVxe6 l:[xg2 
1 5  .. :tWxe6 1 6 J:txe6 :'xg2 1 7 .�e3 fS 
I B .liJe2± .  

1 S:ife3 'it>bS1! 
16 .. J:t.g4!? was interesting, e.g. 1 7  .�f1 tDfS 
I B .'lWd3 liJfxd4 1 9 .�h3 liJxf3 20 .'iYxf3 
fS (Tal) 2 1 ..txg4 fxg4 2 2 .'iYf4 hS with 
some compensation for the exchange. 

1 7.�f1 l::tgS1! 
1 7  . . .  ttJf5 ! ?  I B .'lWd3 l:[xf2. 1 9 .�h3 , and 
now Black has the excuse 1 9  . . .  �a6 ! '  
Nevertheless, after 2 0 .'iYxa6 l:hf3 2 1 .  
liJbS White still has attacking chances. 

1 S  . .th3 
If White had previously opted for 
1 4.l::the l ,  this bishop move would not 
now be possible. 

1 S  ... f5 
This decisively weakens the eS -square, 
but there was no sensible alternative -
1 8  . . .  ttJf5 would fail to 1 9 .'iVd3 .tcB 
2 0 .hS !  'iVh7 2 1 .liJh4 liJcxd4 2 2 .�e3 +- .  

White has an  indubitable advantage. The 
rest - annotated in depth, e .g .  in The 

Life and Games of Mikhail Tal - is no 
longer so relevant for our subject. 

1 9.'iVd3 
Alternatives were e .g .  1 9  . .!::r.hg l (Tal) or 
1 9 .tDe2 . 

1 9  ... �cS 20.h5 'ifeS 21 . .tf4 
'iVxh5 22.liJb5 '!:[d7 23.'iVc3 �b7 
24.liJe5 liJxe5 25.dxe5 d4 2S.eSI 
dxc3 27.exd7 �g7 2S.liJxc7 1 -0 

Black had practically run out of time and 
so he resigned, probably without having 
accurately calculated the line 28 . . .  cxb2+ 
29 .'it>bl �f3 ! (29 . . .  'iYh4 3 0 .tDdS + �aB 
3 1 .�g2 ! +-) 30 .tbdS+ �a8 3 1 . .ig2 ! 
(3 1 .  liJc 7 + 'it>bB 3 2 .tbeB+??  'iVxf4) 3 1  . . .  
'iVxg2 3 2 .tbc7+ 'it>bB 3 3 .tbeB+ +- .  

� 3 1 .9 Romanishin-Knezevic 
Leningrad 1 9 7 7  

White i s  a pawn down but with his 
subsequent moves he brings his rooks 
actively into the game and obtains at 
le.ast sufficient compensation. 

1 4.l:lac1 1 �gS 1 5.l::tfd1 1 
The ideal set-up - the l::tc 1  is aiming at the 
!'3,.c7 , whilst the other rook occupies the 
central d�file, on which the black queen 
is posted too. Therefore - considering the 
position of the liJd6 - the move . . .  c7 -c6 
is also at least made much more difficult .  

1 5  ... �fS 1 S. 'lWf4 

1 7 5 
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The threat is 1 7  . .ixb 7 .  
1 6  ... VWe7 

1 6  . .  JlbS ! ?  
1 7.i..f3 

Threatening 1 S .  tiJdS . 
1 7  ... �xc3 

1 7  ••• �e5 is followed by 1 S .  tiJdS Vi' eS 
1 9 .'iVg4, after which White restores the 
material balance and at the same time 
retains his initiative . 

1 SJIxc3 l:.feS 1 9.h4t h6  
1 9  . . .  1:[adS ! ?  �20 .hS �e4. 

20.hS �h7 
20 . . .  �e4 would now fail to the simple 
2 1 ..L:e4 'iYxe4 (or 2 1 . . .tiJxe4 22 Jhc7±) 
22  Jhc7± .  

21 .�cS .ie4 22.�xd6 cxd6 23. 
':'e3 fS 24.1:[xd6 

White has won back his pawn and still 
holds the initiative . The activity of the 
white rooks in this example should not 
be overlooked. 

� 3 1 . 1 0  Larsen-Tal 
Leningrad (Interzonal tournament) 1 9 7 3  

I f  it were White to  move, he  could by 
means of e2-e4 and then tiJxd4 swap off 
the opposing knight, without being left 
with serious weaknesses in his own camp. 
He would react exactly the same way to 
1 8  . . .  e5 : 1 9.e4! �d6 (or 1 9  . . .  Vi'e6 20 .  

1 7 6 

tiJxd4) 20 .ltJxd4, and no matter how 
Black recaptures - he does not achieve 
anything special, because after the ex­
change there is still a black pawn closing 
off the d-file and thus the �d3 does not 
constitute a weakness. 

1 S  ... .:.adS! 
The sense of this move is now clear : 
1 9 .e4? ! can now be met with 1 9  .. . �d6 , 
and in the event of a future 20.tiJxd4 
'iVxd4 2 1 .'iWxd4+ 1:[xd4 the �d3 would 
not only be weak, but lost without any 
hope (22 ..!:Ie3 l:.fdS 23 .l:!.d l c4) . Anoth­
er good move would be 1 9  .. :iYb7!?  � 

20 .tiJxd4 l:I.xd4, and once more the �d3 
remains a problem. 
But why does the 1:[aS and not the king's  
rook go to dS ? There is  the following : 
The tiJd4 is very strong and White 
would soon be required to exchange it 
off with tiJf3xd4. Black of course wants 
to recapture with . . .  eSxd4 (he gains the 
time for . . .  e6-eS because White must 
first unpin the tiJf3 ) ,  so as to exert pres­
sure down the semi-open e-file against 
the backward �e2 .  For that he needs the 
f-rook on eS .  
In addition, with the rook deployment 
l:tdS/l:!.eS Black still has at his disposal 
the manoeuvre . .  .l:rdS-d6-e6 or -f6 .  

1 9.c;t>g1 es t  20.tiJxd4 
20.4Jd2 fs underlines another argument 
in favour of the move . . .  l:!.adS .  

20 ... exd4 21 .Vi'c4 Vi'hS 22.'iWa4? 
White wants to exploit the unprotected 
. position of the �a7 , but under-estimates 
the black attack on the kingside. In his 
notes Larsen recommends 22.e4, but then 
too Black would be clearly superior after 
2 2 " .dxe3 2 3 Jhe3 J::[d4 in view of the 
isolated �d3 and the weakened white 
kingside. 

22 ... .:.feSI 23:iha7 l:.d61 
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Now the merits of the set-up of the black 
rooks become clear: one rook is attacking 
the f!:,e2 ,  the second one is protecting 
the f!:,b6 (which is keeping the white 

!" 'f;�����{q�!CM���}��c':H 

queen out of things) and threatening to 
join the attack dangerously by . . .  .l::[de6 or 
. . .  .=.df6 . 

24.b4 l:f.f61 
The pawns no longer count - what is 
important is the white king . 

2S.bxcS �fS 26.f3 'it'h3 27.'it'c7 
l:tfSI 2S.cxb6 .ufeSI 

The white queen can no longer get into 
the game. The remainder was a disaster : 

29.e4 'it'xg3+ 30.�h1 'ti'xh4+ 31 . 
�g2 l:tgS+ 32.'it>f1 'fIh3+ 33.'it>e2 
1:[g2+ 34.'it>d1 'it'xf3+ 3S.'it>c1 'fif2 

And White resigned. 

The alternative for the rook: the rook l ift 

Sometimes the routine development of the 
rook with '='a-c(d) 1 and such like does not 
meet the specific needs of the position -
then we should take into consideration 
the rook lift. With it the rook is brought 
into play via the second or in more extreme 
cases even via the third or even fourth rank: 

� 32 . 1 Nirnzowitsch-Marshall 
New York 1 92 7  

1 .c4 lLlf6 2.d4 e6 3.lLlf3 cS '  4.dS 
d6 S.lLlc3 exdS 6.cxdS g6 

Here Nimzowitsch played 7 .ttJd2 1  and 
then lLlc4- - this knight manoeuvre was 
later described by Tartakower as the 
'Nimzowitsch pirouette ' and even today 
the name is often used, 
In his comments on this game Nimzo­
witsch analysed: 

7.e4 �g7 S.i.d3 0-0 9.0-0 a6 
1 0.a4 l:[eS 1 1 .h3 

To prevent . . .  .tg4-. 
Nimzowitsch evaluated this position as 
,more or less level and for Black he now 
suggested 

1 7 7 
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1 1  ... bS 
(b. . .  ..r.:!.a8-a7 -e7 ) .  
However , we must objectively note that 
1 l  . . .  t2Jbd7 or 1 1 . .. c4 1 ?  are probably 
better . 

1 2.�f4 .l:[a7 1 3.�h2 
Prophylaxis for the case of . . .  tDf6-h5 , but 
also possibly preparation for £'2-f4 b.e4-e5 . 

1 3  .. .l::tae 7 1 4.tDd2 
In view of  the threat of  ttJd2-c4 Black 
has problems. 

Despite this specific reservation, Nimzo­
witsch was indubitably the godfather of 
the following three examples in Benoni­
type positions (in 3 2 . 3  and 3 2 .4 even 
with reversed colours ! ) : 

� 32.2 Arduman-QuiIm 
Leon (European Team Ch) 200 1 

1 2  ... bSI? 
. Not only to prevent a4-a5 (which would . 
now be met with . . .  b6-b5 with black 
predominance on the queenside) , but 
also to give the I':ta8 the chance to corne 
into play along the seventh rank after 
. . .  l:ta8-a7 .  

1 3.'iVd2 tDe5 1 4.tDxe5 �xe5 
1 5.f4 .1g7 1 S:tWf2 

On Quinn's  suggestion of 1 6.g4 ttJf6 
(b. . . . h7-h5) 1 7. �g2 J .Watson recom-

1 7 8 

mends in his very useful book Guide to 
the Modern Benoni 1 7  ... &71 and gives the 
variation 1 8 .g5 ttJh5 1 9 .�e2 f5 ! 20 .�xh5 
gxh5 2 1 .Wh2 %:te7 22 .l:[fe l hc3 23 .bxc3 
l:txe4 - the efficacy of the manoeuvre 
. . .  l:a8-a7 -e7 should not be overlooked. 
But, as we shall soon see, Black will take 
advantage of this rook lift in the game 
continuation too. 

1 S  ... f5 1 1 7.exf5 gxf5 1 S.'iVf3 ttJfS 
1 9.I1ae1 .l:a71 

b. . . .  .l:te7 , . . .  .l:fe8 .  
20.�f2 l:teS 21 .'iVd1 llae7 
22Jlxe7 .l:[xe7 23.VWc2 'iWd7 

Black has no problems , and after 
24.'iVb3 

the contestants agreed on a draw. 

A counterpart with reversed colours : 

� 32.3 Konstantinopohky-Abramov 
Moscow 1 947 

1 4  . .1::[a21  
So as to get  to e2 in a single move. 

1 4 ... .1dS 1 5.h3 bS 
1 5  . . .  i.f5 ! ?  b. 1 6 .ttJh4 i.h7 .  

1 S.tDh4 ttJe7 1 7.tDd2 ttJd7?1 
1 7  . . .  �e6 is stronger ,  or 1 7  . . .  .1d7 . 

1 S.tDe4 f5 1 9.t2JxdS 'iVxdS 20.f4! 
�b7 21 .fxe5 tDxe5 22 . .itf4 t2J7cS 
23.tDf3 tDxf3+ 24.'iWxf3 'iWd7 25. 
l:tae21 
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The doubling of the rooks on the now 
open e-file which was prepared for by 
1 4Jh2 ! now secures for White the ini­
tiative, especially since 25 . . .  Uae8? fails 
to 2 6 .l:txe8 �xe8 2 7 .'iVd5 + !  'iVxd5 2 8 .  
l:!.xe8+ ..t> f7  29 .cxd5 , winning a piece . 

� 32.4 Konstantinopolsky-Lipnitsky 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 95 0  

The position i s  very similar to the previous 
game. The main difference lies in the fact 
that here there is no black pawn on e5 -
so the rook manoeuvre we have become 
familiar with (l:.a l -a2-e2) now serves to 
strengthen the control of the only open me. 

1 2.1;:[a21 h6 1 3.l:tae2 �d6 1 4.ttJbd2 
�e6 

1 4  . . .  �f5 ! ?  
1 S.ttJh4 'iVd7?1 

1 5  . . .  ..tg4! ? 
1 6.ttJe41 ..te7 

After 16 . . .  lbxe4 1 7  . .I:I.xe4 the threat of�5 
and then �xh6 would be very dangerou� . 

1 7.ttJg6 1  Ufe8 
1 7  . .  .fxg6 ? !  1 8 .ttJxf6+ lhf6 1 9 .1:txe6 ! 
l:!.xe6 20 .l:txe6±.  

1 8.ttJxe7+ 
1 8 .ttJxf6+ ! ?  �xf6 1 9 .ttJf4 �f5 2 0 .ttJd5 . 

1 8  ... 'iVxe7 1 9.�f4 
1 9 .�h3 ! ?  

1 9  ... .I:I.ed8 20.ttJxf6+ �xf6 21 .�eS 
With a lasting initiative for White. 

Two other examples of the rook lift to 
the second (or seventh for Black) rank: 

� 32.S Drumev-Matulovic 
Stip 1 9 75  

1 3  ... :a7 1  
The quickest way to activate this rook. 
Without becoming bogged down in a 
lot of variations , let us simply take a look 
at how this rook in the future course of 
the game manoeuvres nimbly along the 
seventh rank and ends up delivering the 
decisive blow: 

1 4.b3 ttJe8 1 S.i.b2 f6 
Thus the game is at the same time an exam­
ple of the f6/ e5 barrier against the .i.b2 .  

1 6.ttJf1 .l:l.d7 1 7.�c2 ttJd4 1 8.�xd4 
cxd4 1 9.1:!.ed1 ttJc7 20.ltJe1 ttJa6 
21 .ttJd3 ttJcS 22.g4 g6 23.ttJg3 
Wh8 24.1:[f1 ttJxd3 2S.'iVxd3 �cS 
26Jlae1 lIdf7 

Perhaps Matulovic here put his hopes on 
th!'! advance .. .f6-f5 , but this plan would 
only activate the l:te l and the i.g2 (after 
e4xf5 ) .  
On  the other hand, White has in any 
case no counterplay - £'2-f4 would only 
leave behind dark-squared weaknesses 
on the kingside after . . .  e5xf4. Thus Black 
has all the time in the world and he later 
switches over to the g-file. 

1 7 9 
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27.l::!.e2 'iVdS 2S.l:tfe1 'iVc7 29.Uc2 
�gS 30.'itth1  'iYdS 31 .11ce2 'iVfS 
32.Wg1 

3 2 .'iVd2 ! ?  
3 2  ... 1WhS 33.'iVd2 'iVh4 34.'iYd3 
h51 

35.gxh5 gxh5 3S.'�h2 .l:[fg71  37 . 
.l:g1 'iVf4 3S.�h1 llxg31 39.fxg3 
Uxg3 40.'iVd2 d3 0-1  

� 32.6 Keres-Smyslov 
Leningrad (USSR Ch) 1 947 

White has an extra pawn but Black is 
threatening 1 8  . . .  �xh4. The natural 
retreat 1 8. ffi is followed by 1 8  . . .  i.f6 
intending . . .  �d7 -e6 , and thanks to the 
good centralisation of his pieces Black 
can easily fight on. 
However : 

1 SJ:tc21 

1 8 0 

This transfer of the rook to the d-file 
along the second rank decides the game 
in a few moves . 

1 S  ... i.xh4 1 9  . .l:!.d21 l:tf7 
1 9  . . .  li:lb8 20 .c6+-, 1 9  . . .  li:leS 20 .gxh4+-. 

20.gxh41 
After 2 0 .�xc6 ? !  Black could still sacrifice 
his queen with 20 . . .  Lc6 2 1 .�d8+ lhd8 . 

20 ... li:leS 2 1 .li:lxb5 li:lxc5 22. 
li:ldS+- l:[e 7 23.ttJxcS 'iVxcS 24 . 
..ta3 li:le4 25.�xe4 fxe4 2S.i.xe7 
li:lxe7 27.11xd7 1 -0 

We now turn to cases in which the rook 
is brought into play via the third rank: 

� 32 .7  Lilienthal-Botvinnik 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 945 

In order to deliver a decisive blow on 
the queenside Black needs to have his 
second rook there as well : 

23 ... l:ldSI 
, Botyinnik' s suggestion of 23 . . .  hS ! 
,.6.  . .  Jih8-h6-b6 was also very strong.  

24 . .l:c2 llddSI 25.ttJg4 l:tgS 2S.h3 h5 
27.ttJe5 11gbS 2S.li:lf3 'iVa3 29.li:lg5 

Or 2 9 �li:leS (.6.li:ld7 +) 2 9  . . .  'iYa4! with 
the decisive threat . . .  li:lxc3 . 

29 ... li:lxc3 30.'iVxa3 l:[xa3 31 . .l:.dc1 
li:lb5 32.li:lxf7 l:[xe3-+, 

and Black soon won. 
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� 32.8  Keres-Smyslov 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 95 5  

White has built up  a very promising 
attacking position on the kingside but 
for his complete happiness he still needs 
the l:.a l .  

26.a41 .ite6 27.:aa3! J:IafS 
Or 2 7  . . .  'iVfS 2 s Jhf3 with an attack. 

2S.1::[af3! 'ileS 29.'fi'd3+ g6 
29 . . .  �h8 3 0 .'iVg6 !  'irxg6 3 1 .hxg6 f::,. 

.!:!.xh6#. 
30.hxg6+ 'irxg6 31 . .!::!.xh6+1 <it>xh6 
32.l:.h3+ 'irhS 33.l:txhS+ 1 -0 

At first glance it is easier to bring the � 32. 1 0  Groszpeter-Kupreichik 
'!::!'a 1  into the centre than the ]:taS . since Minsk 1 98 2  

White has no  problems playing l::ta 1 -d l . 
But Smyslov finds a nice idea as to how 
to activate the l:laS without first having 
to move the queen or the �c8 . 

1 3  ... aS!  
f::,. . . .  J:.a6-d6 .  The obvious 1 3  . . .  �8 would 
be less effective . 

1 4.tDdS 
1 4.i.e3 'fi'xd 1 l S .�xd 1 l:tb8 with an 
initiative for Black. 1 4.'iVc2 ! ?  

1 4  ... tDxdS 1 S.�xdS ]:la6 1 6.�e3 
.tb4 1 7.J:.e2 '!::[d6, 20.dS? 

and thanks to the threats of . . .  c7  -c6 or A careless move - White disregards the 
. . .  �cS-a6 Black seized the initiative. fact that after the exchange of the c­

pawn the J:.aS will come into play very 
� 32.9 Minasian-Gelfand qUickly and very effectively. 

USSR 1 98 2  20  ... exdS 21  . .txdS 1::[a6! 22.:fd1 
1:[g6 23.'ile2 .td6 24 . .te4 'ireS 
2S.g3 f4 26.exf4 'irxf4 27.J:[xd6?! 

27 . .liia2 i.cS 2 8 .<it.>h1 'irES 29 .'it>g2 l::tgf6 
3 0  . .J::!.fF F .  

27 ... 'irxd6 2S.'ilxe4 'ireS 29.'iVg2 
1:[gf6,. 

and Black won. 

In the follOWing example each side used 
the third rank to develop his rook: 

1 8 1  
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� 32 . 1 1 Timman-Karpov 
Kuala Lumpur (5 th WCh game) 1 990 

1 7.1:I.a31  
Timman transfers his rook to e3 , from 
where it will overprotect the �e4 and 
support the advance e4-eS .  In addition 
the rook could very quickly pop up on 
g3 so as to make life difficult for the 
black monarch. 

1 7  .. .l:la61 
Karpov wasn ' t  born yesterday either -
the d-pawn will soon disappear from d6 
(after . . .  d6-dS or even . . .  c7 -cS and then 
an exchange on cS) and then the rook 
will be active on the sixth rank. 

1 S  . .l:lae3 a4 
Directed against 1 9 .b3 �20  . ..tb2 . 

1 9.tbh4 c5 20.dxc5 dxc5 
2 0  . . .  dS ! ?  Karpov. 

21.t2Jf5 �cS?1 
Now White gets a dangerous ' initiative. 
Krogius ' suggestion of 2 1  . . .  g6OO .was 
stronger. 

22.e5 t2Jfd5 23J�g3 t2Jf4 
2 3  . . .  Wh8 ? H.t2Jc4 i.xfS 2 S .�xfS ± .  

24.'i'Vf3 i.xf5 25.�xf5 t2Je6 26. 
i.b1 

White has good attacking prospect on 
the kingside. 

Now, two examples with the rook on 
the fourth rank: 

1 82 

� 32. 1 2  Fischer-Keres 
BledlZagreb/Belgrade (et tournament) 1 95 9  

The l:ra2 and the t2Jb 1 are very passively 
posted, but the white activity on the king­
side looks threatening - so Black has to 
reckon seriously with hS-h6 and/or .tgS . 
Keres fInds a pretty rook manoeuvre, 
which breaks the white kingside initiative : 

23 .. .l:1a51  24.h6 
H .�gS t2Jf3 + !  2 S .l:t.xf3 lhgS-+ .  

24  ... t2Jg6 25.'iVf3 l:[h5 1  26.�g4 
t2Jxf4 27.�xh5 

2 7 .gxf4 l:[h4-+ .  
2 7  ... t2J4xh5 2S.'it>g2 lLlg4 29.t2Jd2 
t2Je3+ �1  

� 32. 1 3  Trompowsky Attack 
Theoretical variation 

1 .d4 lLlf6 2.�g5 t2Je4 3.h41? c5 
4.dxc5 'iVa5+ 5.lLld2 lLlxg5 
6.hxg5 g6 7.l:rh41? t2Jc6 SJ1c4 
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An original opening variation, which of 
course involves some risk. 
In the game Botsari-Lakos, Pula 1 9 9 7 ,  
things were unclear after 8 • • •  tbeS ( 8  . . .  

dS ! ?  9 .cxd6 �e6�) 9 .h4 'iVa3 1 0 .l:re4. 

We bring this section to a close with a rook 
performing a little dance on the fifth rank: 

� 3 2. 1 4  Aronian-Seel 
Deizisau 2002  

Aronian has in mind something aston­
ishing with his rook on h I : 

1 2.h411  'lWb6 

� . ::.t�£�#.����.!#:��(��U:l 

The h-pawn is hard to stop : 1 2  . . .  hS or 
1 2  ... h6 is followed by 1 3 .tDxe6 ! (uprooting 
the i.g 6) , whilst 1 2  .. . tbc6 loses after 1 3 .  
tDxc6 bxc6 1 4.hS �fS I S .g4 d4 1 6 .tDb l ! .  

1 3.h5 �xh5 
1 3  . . .'iYxd4 1 4.hxg6± is hardly satisfactory 
but it was the lesser evil. 

1 4.l:txh5 'iYxd4 1 5.l:.xd5 'iVb6 
1 6.l:tb5 'iVd6 

Now 1 7Jh.b7± was good enough, but 
Aronian continued to play in grand style : 
1 7.liJe4!? hd2+ 1 8. 'ifxd2 'iVc6?!  ( 1 8 . . .  
'iVh2 1 9 . 0-0-0 0 - 0  20 . g4 with an attack) 
1 9Jks 'iVd7 20 .l:!.c8+ ! ,  and White won. 

Transferring the knight to the centre 

It is sometimes worthwhile sending an � 3 3 . 1  Botvinnik-Panov 
ineffectively posted knight on a long Leningrad (USSR Ch) 1 93 9  

journey - when the destination i s  an 
attractive post in the centre . 

First ,  one more example out of the praxis 
of the long-term World Champion 
Mikhail Botvinnik: 

1 8 3 
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The d5-square would be ideal for the 
ttJf3 . So : 

1 5.ttJh41 g6 
This prevents tOh4-f5 . 

1 6.ttJg21  ttJg7 
So as, after . . .  ttJf6 , to develop the bishop 
to e6 .  

1 7.ttJe3 ttJf6 1 S  . .tg2 
White is in no hurry with ttJe3 -d5 and 
first he strengthens his position. 
Another good move was 1 8. 4JdS tOxd5 
1 9  .exd5 �f2-f4. 

1 S  ... .te6 1 9.c4 
��c 1 -b2 . 

1 9  ... l:[adS 20.'iVe2 ttJd7 
Planning the 'barrier' (� Technique No. 
3) with . . .  f7-f6 .  

21  . .tb2 f6  22.f4 .l:rdeS 23Jlad1 
b6 24.'!:[d2 

Intending .!:[e I -d 1 .  

White is in the act of taking complete 
control of the game - the doubled 
pawns do not count at all . 

. 

With the following operation Black 
seeks in vain to alter the course of 
events : 

24 ... exf4 25.gxf4 g5 26.fxg5 fxg5 
27.e5 'ii'f7 2S.tOd5± 

White won after 41 moves . 
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� 33 .2 Portisch-Fischer 
Sousse (Interzonal tournament) 1 9 6 7  

Doubtless many less experienced players 
would here protect the �c5 by 1 6  ••• tiJd7. 
But the proper place for this knight is on 
d4, therefore: 

1 6  ... �fS! 1 7.'li'b3 ttJh51 
The same knight manoeuvre as in the 
previous example, only with reversed 
colours - the knight sets off on its route 
march . . .  h5-g7 -e6-d4 ! 
The famous Russian player and trainer A. 
Konstantinopolsky wrote: 

'More than any other player Fischer 
was well aware of the importance 
of the heritage of classical chess. 
He knew all the classic games by 
heart and employed his knowledge 
in masterly fashion in his own 

, games. 
We can be certain that Fischer knew the 
previous game by Botvinnik. 

1 S.'iVe3 'iVa7 1 9.h41 ttJg7!  20. 
'It>h2 f6 21 .�h3 �xh3 22.�xh3 . 

Here Fischer played 2 2  . . . ttJe6 , and after 
B .h5 Portisch obtained a certain initia­
tive on the kingside. The prophylactic 
22 . . .  hS l?  seems to be more precise , so as 
to then go on and play . . .  tOe6-d4. 
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� 33 . 3  Lasker-Pillsbury 
Paris 1 900 

The white knight is at present restricted 
by the barrier c6/dS , but Lasker finds a 
way to activate it :  

22.tb b 1 1 
Planning tDd2-f3-eS . 

22 ... .I:,[ae8 
22 ... eS?  runs into 2 3 .dxeS , and if 
23 . . .  l:lxeS ? ?  24 .l:l£7 l:le7 ,  then 25 . 
.l:rxg8+ ! .  

23.tDd2 e5 
Otherwise Black is left after 24.tDf3 with 
a hopelessly backward !'!,e6 as well as the 
bad bishop. 
Now the idea of tDc3-b l -d2-f3-eS no 
longer comes to fruition, but another 
lovely route opens up for the knight, 
taking it to b7 : 

24.dxe5 Uxe5 25.tDf3 Ue3 
2S . . .  l:lSe7  2 6 .tDgS ± .  

26.tDg5 

The knight has got into the game 
effectively and because all the other 
white pieces are very active too, White 
obtains a dangerous initiative . 

26 ... l:[xg3 27.hxg3 h6 28.tbf7+ 
�g7 29.tDd6 l::te7 30.tDxb7± 

� 3 3 .4 Karpov-Spassky 
leningrad (9th match game) 1 9 74 

Here it is only the black pawn on c6 
which is controlling important squares 
for the knight (dS) , but its own !'!,e4 is 
blocking another central square . 
Karpov finds an artistic way of activating 
the knight. 

24.tDb1 1  'ti'b7 25.�h21 �g7 26. 
c3 tDa6 27.l:[e21 l:[f8 

27 . • .  l:td7 (.6. . . J:tad8) is followed by 
28 .tDd2± . .  and after 28 . . J�ad8? the 
move 29 .g3 .if6 30 .l:tef2 .:ld6 3 1 ..igS 
would win just like the one proposed by 
Rowson, 2 9 .tDb3 . 

· 2Q.tDd2 
From here the knight can, according to 
how matters lie , choose between the 
squares f3 , c4 and b3 .  

28 ... i.d8 
28  . . .  .ie7 could not save the day either : 
29.tDb3 !  'iic7 30 .l:td2 (3 0 .tDc1  ! ?± .6. 
lDd3 , Rowson) 30 . . . £5 (30  . .  . f6 3 1 .lDxaS ! 
'iYxaS 3 2 .l::td7 1:.£7 3 3  . .ih6+ +-) 3 1 .  

1 85 
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l::rfdl (3 1 .tUxa5 ? f4 ! )  3 t .  . .  tUbS 3 2 .tUc5 
�xc5 3 3 .�xc5 .i::[e8  34 .exf5 gxf5 3 5 .  
'fih4+- .  
You should note how important a role 
the knight plays in all these variations . 

29.tUf3 f6 
However, this attempt to tame the tUf3 
weakens the e6-square. 

30 . .lad2I iLe7 
3 0  . . .  tUb8 3 1 .tUg5 ! .  

31 .'i¥e6 �adS 
3 1 . . .tUb8 3 2 .l::tfd 1 +- .  

32.l:lxdS �xdS 3 3  . .i::[d1  tUbS 34. 
i.cS l:thS 3S . .!:!.xdSI 

And in view of 35 . . .  .laxd8 3 6 .�e7  Black 
resigned. 

� 33 .S Pillsbury-N.N. 
USA 1 898  

Where i s  the dream square for the tUc2 ? 
1 S.tUa1 1 b6 1 6.tUb31 'iVcs 1 7.a41 
'iVc7 1 S.aSI bS 1 9.0cs;t 

White has a clear plus : the knight is not 
only looking towards e6 ,  in addition it is 
tying down forces to the protection of 
the !'!,a6 .  
As the game went on,  White was able to 
take advantage of his advantage in space 
to prepare a major piece attack on the g­
and h-files. 

1 8 6 

� 3 3 .6 Rossetto-Marini 
Mar del Plata 1 9 50  

Here the psychological barrier to  tUb3-
a I !  is even greater : since before the way 
to d5 can be made free (tUa l -c2-e3 -d5) ,  
blockages like those on c2 and c3 must 
still be cleared away : 

1 3.tUa1 1 1  
In addition the !'!,c2 is protected, and 
1 4 .�xf6 �xf6 1 5 .'i¥xd6 becomes a 
threat . 

1 3  ... tUeSI 
This avoids the exchange on f6 and casts 
an eye on . . .f7 -f5 , getting rid of the !'!,e4 
- which would also lessen the impor­
tance of the key square d5 . 

1 4.�xe7 'iVxe7 1 S.tUbSI .ladS 1 6. 
c3 

This would bring to an end the clearance 
operations concerning c2 . 

1 6  ... tUc6 1 7.c41 
Takes control of the d5 -square with 
another pawn. 

1. 7 . .  .fS! 1 S.exfS llxfS 1 9.ttJc2 �f7 
20.ttJe3 'iVgS?! 

20 . . .  ff6 was better (2 1 .tUxd6 ? ttJe4) . 
21 .tUdS! 

The knight has reached i ts  target square! 
21  . . .  �xd2 22.l:rxd2 iLxdS 

After 22 . . .  Ci:Je7 the move 2 3 .i.f3 ! main­
tains the control over d5 . 
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23.l::rxdS c;t>f8 
Violent attempts at freeing such as 
23 . . .  tDb4 24.J:td2± dS ? 2 S .cxdS .l:lxdS 
2 6  JhdS tDxdS 2 7  . .tc4+ - fail. 

24.l:rfd1 rt;e7 

On account of the weakness of d6 and 
his control over dS White has the clearly 
better endgame: 

2S.g3 l:!.f6 26.�g4 g6 27.c;t>g2 b6 
28 . .l::tSd2 tDg7 29.tDc3 1 tDb4 30. 
tDe4 ]:tff8 31 .l:1xd6 tDfS 32J:txb6 
l:!.xd1 33.i.xd 1 l:1d8 34.J::t b7+ 

Black resigned. 

[;:i:�fif#�glfl�!);���:·��, ;'l 
The cloistered bishop 

One frequently wonders what can be 
done with, for example, a bishop' on d7 
(with pawns on dS/e6/f7) . 

Sometimes it is worthwhile retreating 
the bishop even further, for instance 
to e8 and then to f7 ,  where it will 
perhaps overprotect vulnerable 
points, support an advance which offers 
good prospects and - generally speak­
ing - conserve its 'energy' for better 
days . 

� 33 . 7  English Opening 
Theoretical variation 

1 .c4 cS 2.ttJc3 lZlc6 3.g3 g6 
4.i.g2 .ig7 S.ttJf3 eS 6.0-0 ttJge7 
7.a3 0-0 8Jlb1 as 

With his eye on dS , here White mostly 
plays 

9.ttJe1 
intending ttJc2-e3 -dS , e .g .  

9 ... d6 1 0.ttJc2 i.e6 1 1 .lZle3 l:tb8 
1 ViJedS 

with slightly better chances .  

� 34. 1 Von Scheve-Tarrasch 
Dresden (German Ch) 1 8 92 

1 8 7 
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1 5  ... lba51 1 6.lbe5 �e8 
Obviously Tarrasch is not worried by his 
opponent' s  last move ( 1 6 .lbeS) - he 
knew that the at first glance modest 
position of the ..te8 is anything but bad: 
. . .  £1 -f6 , . . .  �£1 , . . .  e6-eS is being planned 
and in addition this move enables the 
bishop to overprotect the �g6 .  

1 7  . .l:1h1 ?1 
White misses a tactical opportunity -
1 7. t2JxdS ! ,  though Black could maintain 
equality with 1 7  . . .  .thc2 1 8  .lbxb6 �d2 
( 1 8  . . Jhb2 ? !  1 9 .1bc8 �d8 2 0 .lbxa7) 1 9 . 
lbc8 �f6 2 0 .tlad l l:txb2 2 1 .lbxa7 �b3 
2 2 . �b l  ':xa3 2 3 .lbbS ..txbS 24 . ..txbS . 

1 7  ... f6 1 8.lbf3 lbc4 1 9  . .l:!.ab1 'iYa5 
1 9  . . .  �£1 ! ?  

20.�xc4?1 tlxc4 21 .'iVd2 �f7 

Black has the better chances . 

� 34.2 Beliavsky-Krasenkow 
Germany Bundesliga 2003 /04 

1 8 8 

The black position looks really passive . 
But Krasenkow finds a way to achieve 
some counterplay. 

1 4  ... �e81 1 5.l:tac1 f61 
Black' s  intention is . . .  ..te8-£1 and then 
. . .  e6-eS , and in certain circumstances 
also . . .  �e8-g6 .  
As  the game progressed Beliavsky was 
unable to demonstrate any advantage and 
even drifted into a worse position : 

1 6.lbc5?1 
There were better moves : 
1 6. t2Jxd6 cxd6 (= Ribli) or 1 6. ttJfd2 (= 
Krasenkow) . 

1 6  ... �xc5 1 7.dxc5 tlxd1 + 1 8. 
.l:[xd1 'iYxc5 1 9  . .th3 

1 9. 'iVxe6+ �f7 20 .'iVg4 tt:JdS 2 1..� d4 
'iYc2 with good counterplay for the 
second player. 

1 9  ... tDd81 
19 • • •  .tf7 20 .�xe6 'iVe7 2 1 ..txf7+ 'iYxf7 
22 .'iVxf7 + Wxf7 23 .b3 = Ribli. 

20.�b4 
20. he6+? 1  tDxe6 2 1 .�xe6+ �£1 22 .  
'if g4  tt:JdS with an advantage for Black 
(Krasenkow) . 

20 ... 'ifh5 21 .�xe6+ tDxe6 22. 
'iYxe6+ ..tf7, 

and Black seized the initiative . 

It is a relatively frequent case to find a 
bishop 'parked' on d7/e8 ,  so that it can 
later be activated via hS , e . g .  in the 
French Defepce or in the Dutch 
Stonewall . 

We have no wish to go into that in more 
depth here, but we would like to finish 
with another case of a bishop 's 'zigzag 
manoeuvre '  ( . . .  �e7 -gS-h6-g7) . 
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� 34.3 Bonsch-Plachetka 
Keszthely 1 9 8 1  

Doubtless White had pinned his hopes 
on an attack on the king. 

1 1  . . .  �g51 
The bishop goes to g7  - there it will 
both be useful for the defence and also 
threaten the �e5 . 

1 Vba3?1 
1 2 .c4 ! ?  

T�t:hljltlU� IV'{)�"85 : 

1 2  ... �h6 1 3.'ifg4? 
Too optimistic. The correct way was 
1 3 .i.e2 �g7 1 4.d4 or 1 3  . ..ibS .\lg7 
1 4 .d4, though there could be no more 
hope of an attack on the king. 

1 3  ... �g7 1 4.'iYf4 a6 
Black prevents ttJb5 and threatens 1 5  . . .  
'fic7 .  Also interesting was 1 4  .. . f6 1 ?  

1 5.h4 
It was already too late for I S . �e2 (to be 
able to meet 1 5  . . .  'fic7 with 1 6 .d4) : 1 5  . .  .f6 !  
1 6.exf6 ltJxf6 1 7.i.xf6 .!hf6 1 8.\'Va4 �d7-+. 

1 5  .. :iYc71 
The advantages of the bishop' s  position 
on g 7  should not be overlooked:  the �e5 
falls without White obtaining from the 
exchange any attacking chances worth 
mentioning .  

1 6.h5 ltJxe5 1 7.l:rf1 �d7 1 8.h6 
�h8 1 9.1:[g5 f5 

With a strategically winning position. 

A good square for the queen on the edge 

Not necessarily a technique which could 
be used in every game, but nevertheless 
a motif which should be known: 

queen pawn �d5) perfect control of the 
blockading square d4 is irritating, as in 
Example 35.4 or 35.5. 

In a position with an opposing knight � 3 5 . 1  Smyslov-Rabar 
on b6 (b3 )  the as-square (a4) is often ,,: Helsinki (Olympiad) 1 952  

good position for the queen. It controls 
the important fifth rank, and both casts 
an eye on the �a7 and an X-ray eye on 
the d8-square and cannot be driven 
away by any opposing pawn. 
Back at ¢ Technique No. 1 we got to know 
a disadvantage of the knight on b3 /b6 .  
Why do people put their knight on this 
square at all? - Well , for example in a 
position with an isolated pawn (isolated 1I 

1 89 
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20.lOxe6+ fxe6 21 .�eS+1 �f6 
22.'tWaSI 

From here the queen attacks the t!,a7 and 
controls the whole of the fifth rank. In 
addition it is targeting the d8-square. 
which can become important whenever 
the struggle for the d-file begins . 

22 ... lOeS 23.eS 'iYf4 24J:le41 'iff7 
2S.lId4 

Black would just love to play 2S . . .  .:d8 now 
so as to take up the struggle for the d-f:t.le. 

2S ... b6 26.'ifd2 eS 27 . .:td7 l:[e7 
2SJld1 bS 29.lOe4+- lOb6 30. 
lld6 e4 31 .i.e2 h6 32.'iYd4 1 -0 

� 35 .2 Bondarevsky-Bronstein 
Saltsjiibaden (Interzonal) 1 948 

In view of its worse pawn structure the 
white position looks somewhat suspect. 
But Bondarevsky proves that he .too has 
his trump cards . . 

1 s:iVd21 lOfdS 1 6.i.xe7 ':xe7 
1 7.1!VaS 

With the queen on as White is exerting 
considerable pressure on the opposing 
queenside . For the moment the t!,a7 is 
hanging. but should it take a step 
forward. then the position of the tUb6 
would be weakened. 

1 7  ... l:lxe1 1 S.':xe1 a6 1 9J1b1 I f6 
20.lOe3 lOxe31 21 .fxe3 lOdS 

1 90 

Fortunately for him. Black still has this 
equalising route. 

22:iVxdS+ l:[xdS 23.e4 lOe3 24. 
.uxb 7 lOxe4= 

Two moves later a draw was agreed. 

The next game was remarkable because 
the 1 9 year old Kasparov defeated the 
great defensive artist Petrosian in only 
24 moves in a 'bloodless' game without 
any spectacular sacrifice. but with the 
� as motif! 

� 35 . 3  Kasparov-Petrosian 
Bugojno 1 982 

White is completely mobilised. whereas 
his opponent has great problems with his 
development. But now Black is hoping. 
by means of . . .  f7 -f6 .  to drive away the 
giant on eS and thus somewhat relieve 
his position. 

1 6.'iVaS I 
The white queen is casting an eye over 
the squares on the as -d8 diagonal. The 
continuation 1 6  • • •  f6 does not work now 
- 1 7. ttJc4 lOxc4 1 8  .':xc4. and in view 
of the threat of 1 9  .lie 7 Black can 
practically resign. In addition the 'ifaS is 
controlling the whole fifth rank and 
tying the opposing rook to the t!,a7 . 

1 6  ... g6 
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Petrosian makes an airhole, just in case. 
1 7  . .l:Id31 

Now White can double his rooks on 
whichever of the two open files he pleases. 

1 7  ... ttJdS 
1 7  . .  Jld8 1 8 .Vi'cS ! �xcS 1 9 . 11xd8+ 'fifB 
20 .'uxfB+ 'it>xf8 2 1. .!:ic7 f6 2 2 .l::!:f7 + +- .  

1 S.e4 
of course not 1 8  . .ixdS? exdS 1 9 .'iVxdS 
( 1 9 .lhdS .ih3GG) 1 9  . . .  �e6 20 .'iVaS l:.fc8 , 
and Black has good counterplay. 

1 S  ... ttJb6 
Now the effective radius of the �g2 on 
the h I -aS diagonal is reduced and Black 
is planning 1 9  . . .  f6 , and if 20 .ttJc4, then 
2 0  . . .  ttJxc4 2 1 .'uxc4 b6 22 .'iVc3 .ia6 
(2 3 .l:.c7 'fixc7 24.Vi'xc7 �xd3) .  

1 9  . .if1 
Now 1 9  ... f6 is again followed by 20.4Jc4 
with a big advantage, e .g .  20  . . .  4Jxc4 
2 1 .l:.xc4 b6 22 .Vi'c3 ± �a6? ,  and now 
23  .'uc7 wins as the Ud3 is protected, or 
20 . . .  .id7 2 1 .ttJxb6 axb6 22 .�xb6 �c6 
2 3 .a3 with a sound extra pawn. 

1 9  ... 11eS 20.'udd1 1 l:[fS 
There is absolutely nothing Black can do 
and so he marks time. 20 .. . f6 failed to 
2 1 . 4Jc4 with a practically won position 
for White, e .g .  2 1 . . .ttJxc4 22 . .ixc4 b6 
23 .'iVa4 a6 (23 . . .  �b7 ? ?  24.l:.d7+-) 
24 . .ib3 b5 2S .Vi'aS , and the struggle is 
as good as decided. 

21 .a3 Wg7 22.b3 
He is planning an advance �th a4 and if 
appropriate after the queen moves away, 
a3 -a4-aS . 

22 .. .',1,(gS 
Or 22 . . .f6 2 3 .ttJc4 ttJxc4 24Jhc4 l:.f7 2S .  
eS ! with a strategically winning position. 

23.a4 ,UdS 24.'iVcSI 
In view of the variation 24 . . .  Vi'xcS 
(24 . .  :i'Ve8 2 S .ttJg4!) 2 s JhdS+ 'fifS 
26 ..l:hfB+ WxfS 2 7 .'!d.c7 Black reSigned. 

Two examples in which the .. :ii'a4 motif 
neutralises White's typical slight pOSitional 
pressure in positions with isolated pawns : 

� 35 .4 Kindermann-Uhbnann 
Budapest 1 9 85  

In view of the isolated pawn on dS Black 
has to live with what is in the long term 
a disadvantageous pawn structure. But 
his ttJc4 has an active post and - at least 
for the moment - is tying the opposing 
rook to the defence of the �b2 . But does 
this circumstance alone compensate for 
the lasting weakness on dS ? !  
Uhlmann finds a way to  crank up the 
pressure on his opponent's queenside : 

1 S  ... 'iVd7 1  1 6.�g3 �xg3 1 7.hxg3 
Vi'a41 

Now the �a2 becomes the problem child. 
1 S.ttJbd,41? 

Kindermann sacrifices the pawn, but acti­
vates his knight. An alternative would be 
1 8.l2Jfd4 he2 1 9 .1:[xe2 ttJc6 ( 1 9  . . .  'fixa2?? 
20 .n,a l  +-) 2 0 .l:.c2 - after that the �a2 
could still not be taken (20 . . .  'iVxa2? ?  2 1 .  
.!::[a l  ttJxb2 22 .Vi'£3+-) ,  but in this case the 
white rooks would be much too passive . 

1 S  ... Vi'xa2 1 9.tLlbS 
Next came 19 • .  JWa5? 20.hc4 dxc4 2 1 .  
ttJd6 l:led8? (the lesser evil was 2 l . . .l:[adS 
22 .ttJxb7 l:[xdl 23 .ttJxaS Uxb 1 24.'uxb1 ±,  
on accoWlt of the weakness of c4 the end-

1 9 1  
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game is difficult for Black) 22.lhe7 VIVeS , 
and here White, by means of 23.b4, could 
retain the extra piece, e.g. 23 ... 'i¥xd6 (23 . . .  
'ifc6 H.'iVd4 � 2S . .!:I.xf7 ! +-;  23 . . .  'llVhS 
24.l:.b2 and then l:!.d2) 24.I:.eS+ 1 .  
Instead o f  1 9  . . .  'iVaS ? the move 1 9  . . . hf3 
would have been correct , e .g .  2o .hf3 
(or 2 0 .gxf3 .!:ladS 2 1 .b3 tiJd2 22 .l:.a l 
'iVb2oo) 20 . . . 'lVa5 2 1 .b3 tiJa3 22 .tUxa3 
'iVxa3 23 .LdS .l:tadS 24.J:la l 'iVcs 2S .c4 
tiJxdS 26 .lheS+  .lhes 2 7 .'iVxdS 'iVxdS 
2S .cxdS a6 with a drawish endgame. 
The essential in these complicated vari­
ations : after . . .  'iVd7-a4 ! White got out of 
passive defence on the queenside, by 
sacrificing the t'Y"a2 - with complications 
which should result, with correct play on 
both sides , in a roughly level position . 

� 35 .5 Navarro-Franzoni 
Thessaloniki (Olympiad) 1 98 8  

Here too , a t  first Sight White' s  chances 
seem better on account of the advanta­
geous pawn structure . 

21 ,..'iVe41 22.l:.e1 
After 22.tt:Jfd4 tUxd4 23 .tiJxd4 (23 .'iVxd4?! 
ttJf4 24 .'iVxe4 dxe4=F) 23  . . .  l:!.eS Black 
would obtain control of the e-file. 

22 .. :iVa41 23.tUc1 
But now, after the white knight has 
given up control of d4, Black can finally 
free himself of his weakness . 

1 9 2 

After 23 .  'IV e2 ttJaS (of course not 23  . . . 
'iVxa2 ??  24.%:ta l )  24.ttJfd4 ttJc4 Black' s  
pressure on the queenside compensates for 
the weakness of the isolated pawn on dS . 

23,..d41 
Note : the 'ilfa4 is supporting this break­
through from its position. 

24.b3 
24.cxd4 ttJxd4 25. ttJxd4 l:xd4 with initative. 

24,.:if'a5 25.c4 
After 25 .b4 Black obtains good play with 
25 .. .  'ifB I ,  e.g .  26 .cxd4 ttJf4gg or 26 .tUxd4 
ttJxd4 2 7 .cxd4 'iVg4, in each case with 
compensation for the pawn, whilst after 
25.cxd4 tUxd4! 26 .'i¥xaS tUxf3 + 2 7 .gxf3 
bxaS he obtains the slightly better endgame. 

25,..'iVxd2 
25 . . .  ttJh4! 26 .'iVxaS tUxf3 + 2 7 .gxf3 
tUxaS 2 S .ttJd3 ttJc6 was a little stronger . 

26.ttJxd2 ttJf4 
The isolated pawn has been promoted to 
a passed pawn, and Black can therefore 
be content with his position. 

� 35 .6 Portisch-Van der Wiel 
Thessaloniki (Olympiad) 1 98 8  

White has an extra pawn, but in this 
open position the black bishop pair 
should not be under-estimated either. 

20,..'iVb51 21 .'iVc2 
Portisch does not want to exchange queens 
on bS , so as not to improve Black's pawn 
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structure. On the other hand the black 
queen can now occupy a more active post. 
Moreover, 2 1 . �cl  l:tadS (threatens 22 . . .  
l:td 1 + ! )  22 .'iYc2 i s  also followed similarly 
to the game by 22 . . .'ifa4! , and White can­
not make his material advantage count. 

21 ... 'iYa41 

;; .  . - : . : .: " . " '  ".:., .- �.:�. � .  ' . : '  . . . - . , �  . " ,  

r ' :\ ,;�,��Ij!,q��CNgf{�« i!! 

The ttJe4 and the t!,.a2 are both under 
attack. 

22.f3 'ii'xa2 
2 2 . . .1HeS ! ?  

23.ttJd4 oixe4 24.fxe4 l:labS 2S. 
ttJxcS Ilxb2 2S.':xb2 'iYxb2 27. 
�xb2 oixb2 1/2-112 

Hindering the opponent's development : 
the pendulum manoeuvre 

As the title suggests this technique is one 
which serves to make it difficult for the 
opponent to develop his pieces . 
Sometimes it makes sense to put a piece on 
a provisional square in order to force the 
opponent into making an unfavourable 
move - then the piece is sent to its actual 
destination. You can then say that our 
move has 'disappeared' , though its con­
sequences which have been to our oppo­
nent' s  disadvantage remain. Nowadays, 
moreover, such manoeuvres are a fixed 
component in opening theory, as we 
shall see at the end of this section. 

� 36. 1 Tarrasch-Alekhine 
Baden-Baden 1 9 25 

White is not afraid of 2 1 .  . •  hh3 
22 . gxh3 'iYxf3 2 3 .�g200 .  
However , next came 

21 ... .tfSI 22 . .td3 
(22 .Vi'd2 Vi'xa4 2 3 .ttJc 1  ..tc2 24.l:rxeS+ 
l:rxeS 2 S .l::te 1  ttJe4 26 .�f4 c4  2 7 .t2Jd4 
.ixd4 2 S .cxd4 'iYb4! +  - Alekhine) , and 
only then: 

22 ... �xh31  23.gxh3 'iYxf3 
The move which 'disappeared' ,  . . .  .tcS ­
fS , forced the opposing bishop to  d3 , 
and now White no longer has the 
resource �f1 -g2 . 

24.l:rxeS+ 
Otherwise tpe t!,.dS falls, but that was 
perhaps the lesser evil, e . g .  24 • .if1 l:[xe 1 
(24 . . .  c4 ! ?) 2 S . l:txe 1 'iWxdS 2 6  . .ig2 
�gS .  
Now, it is the rook lift to the kingside 
which is decisive : 

' 24 ... l:txeS-+ 2S.�f1 l:reS 2S.c4 
l:rgS+ 27.Wh2 ttJg4+ 2S.hxg4 
l:[xg4 ' 

White reSigned. 

1 9 3 
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� 36.2 Reti-Alekhine 
Baden-Baden 1 925  

� 36 .3  Geller-JussupOW 
Vilnius (USSR Ch) 1 980  

of course, here Alekhine could play the The ..td3 is passive. White would be well 
obvious 6 . . .  i.e7 .  But he decided on advised to exchange it for the black knight 
another continuation : which is aiming for c6 or to bring it on to 

6 ... ..tb4+ the h I -a8 diagonal by means of .tfl , f3-
He wants to provoke c2-c3 first, but f4, g2-g3 and .ig2 .  But White cannot 
why? force the exchange for the knight since 
Here the problem is that after the natural after �d3 -bS Black can chase the bishop 
7.c3 .ie7 the advance e2 -e4 would be by . . .  a7 -a6 . Nevertheless there followed: 
made more difficult :  The knight can no 1 3.�bSI a6 
longer be developed to c3 , moreover in 1 3  • • . tbc6 is followed by 14 . .itxc6 bxc6 
some variations the unprotected position 1 5 .�a3 ! ,  and the �cS does not have 
of the 'iVd3 could make itself felt .  much longer to live . 
Reti worked out his opponent's idea and 1 4.�f1 tLlc6 1 S  . .!:.b1 ! 
played something else :  The move I 3 .�bS has 'disappeared' ,  but 

7.�d2 its consequences can still be seen : the 
After 7 .tLlc3 the move 7 . . .  cS is unpleasant. black rook pawn is now on a6 instead of 

7 ... .itxd2+ a7 , and for that reason the b6-square 
Even here 7 • • •  i.e7 1 ?  was to be and the , �b7 have become weak - Black 
considered, since the whitE! queen' s  must now reckon with l::tb 1 -b6  together 
bishop is not really well posted on d2 :... with a doubling (or even tripling) of the 
it is not radiating any influence arid is white major pieces on the b-flle. For all 
denying the knight the d2-square. In , this White has to thank the move which 
addition, in view of the pawn structure 

'
has

"
disappeared ' ,  �d3 -bS . 

the black king ' s  bishop can be described 
as a ' good' bishop, and that is a further 
reason in favour of 7 . . .  �e7 ! ?  
Nevertheless, the move in the game is 
also OK. 

8.tLlxd2 0-0 
The position is roughly level. 

1 94 

� 36.4 French Defence 
Theoretical variation 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.eS cS 4.c3 
tLlc6 S.tLlf3 'iVb6 6 . .te2 cxd4 
7.cxd4 tLlge7 8.b3 tLlfS 9 . .itb2 
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9 ... �b4+ 1 0.c;ti>f1 
Otherwise the �d4 is lost . 

1 0 . . .  0-0 1 1 .a3 �e 7':f. 
On account of the disappeared move 
. . .  i.fS-b4+ White has lost his right to casde. 

� 36.5 Queen's Indian Defence 
Theoretical variation 

1 .d4 lLlf6 2.c4 e6 3.lLlf3 b6 4.g3 
..ta6 5.b3 

5 ... �b4+ 6.�d2 
Not 6 .lLlbd2? on account of 6 . . .  �c3 
7 .l:I.b l �b7 8 .�b2 lLle4+ . . 

6 ... �e7 
As a result of the move which has disap­
peared, . . .  ..tfS-b4+, Black has forced on to 
d2 the opposing bishop which actually 
belongs on b2 ,  which creates a certain 
disharmony in the white position. 
In the Sidlian Deknce the black queen be­
longs as a rule on c7 (after the preparatory 

pawn move . . .  a7-a6) or as . However, it is 
often fIrst of all placed on b6 so as to drive 
the opposing knight away from d4 to a 
less aggressive position. By doing this 
Black anticipates the following dangers : 
• A knight or bishop sacrifice on e6 (es­

pecially if the �c8 is developed to b7) . 
• That after f4-fs the pressure on e6 

will become too great . 
• Sometimes also a knight sacrifIce on 

fs or threats against c6 .  
Here is a sample variation: 

� 36.6 Sicilian Defence 
Theoretical variation 

1 .e4 c5 2.lLlf3 lLlc6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.lLlxd4 lLlf6 5.lLlc3 d6 6.i.c4 

6 ... 'i'b61? 7.lLlb3 
Sometimes , in return the opponent also 
puts a piece on a wrong square; then with 

, several pieces on provisional squares there 
is a positional struggle for concessions, 
with occasionally surprising tactical possi­
biiities 

'
cropping up. Here e .g .  7. ttJdb5 ! ?  

a6
' 
8 . ..te3 'iVaS 9 .lLld4 lLlg4 (9 . . .  tLlxe4 

1 0 .'iff3) 1 0 .lLlxc6 bxc6 1 1.. �d2 lLlxf2 ! ?  
1 2 .�xf7 +! ( 1  H itxf2 ? 'iVcS+) 1 2  . . . Wxf7 
1 3 . 0-0 or 1 1 . . .  g 6 !  1 2 .'iVe2 ..tg7 etc. 

7 ... e6 8.0-0 �e7 9.�e3 'iVc7 
Unlike in the line seen last, the situation 
has calmed down. Black has a good game. 

1 9S 



Chapter IX 

Along the diagonals 

This chapter deals with various formations on the long and other key diagonals. for in­
stance the h2-b8 diagonal. Also. in ¢ Technique No. 37 (middlegame) and ¢ Technique 
No. 43 (endgame) we deal with typical positions with bishops of opposite colours. 

1" ,':;t't;;6'1'iJ��:.ff��/�;t, :1 
Attacking on the long diagonal 
Bishops of opposite colours - yes, please! 

Let us start with the attack down the 
long diagonal. in which the decisive trick 
frequently consists of bringing about a po­
sition with bishops of opposite colours. 
As an introduction. an example which 
shows that even deep into the endgame 
an attack on g2 can be very unpleasant: 

• 3 7. 1  Ehrlacher-Metzger 
St. Petersburg 1 992  

The position looks very close to  a draw. 
The black rook is active. but the �f3 is 
restricting the effective radius of the i.b7 
and thus protecting g2 .  For its part the 
..te5 is attacking the �c7 and variations 

1 9 6 

such as 26 • • •  c5 2 7 .i.bS a6 2 S  . .lle 1  Wfl 
(2S . .  J:!.d2 ? 2 9 .l:I.e7) 2 9 .'itt f2 or 26 . . .  l:i.d7 
2 7  . .l:te 1 r:J;;fl 2 S .Wf2 leave no doubt that 
the outcome of this game will be peaceful. 
But Black has other plans : 

2S . .  J:td2!? 
He sacrifices the �c7. but threatens to 
activate his bishop with 27  . . .  g4 ! .  with 
an unpleasant attack directed at g2 . 

27.iLxc7 g41 28 . ..tf4 .lle2 29 . ..txhS 
gxf3 30.gxf3 ..txf3 

Now 3 1 . . J�g2+ 3 V.t)fI :xh2 threatens . 
31 .iLf4 �f7 

The king hastens to help . It wants to get 
to g4 so as to chase away the iLf4 and to 
make .. . fS -f4 pOSSible. 



The question is not whether there is a 
forced win for Black in the position (as 
we shall see, there is not! ) . But despite his 
extra pawn White is in great danger and 
that alone underlines the practical strength 
of the idea of 2 6  . . .  l:.d2 and then 2 7  . . . .  g4! . 

32.'itf1 wg6 33.a3 'ith51? 
After 33 ... ID>2 34.M .teH 3 5 .'itf2. hcH 
3 6 .We3 White would have no problems. 

34J�e1 1 
Correct ! White' s  only hope of warding 
off the threats is to have an active rook. 

34 .. J1a2 35.a4 Wg4 36.i.d6 f4 
37.h3+ 'itg3 

Black' s  play was very inventive - now 
the opposing king is in great distress . 
Nevertheless White could have saved the 
game by activating his rook : 38 .l:ie7 !  
(f>.':g7+) ,  e .g .  38  . .  .l:ra l +  3 9 .l:.e l .l:[a2 
( 39  . . .  .i.g2+ 40 .�e2 achieves nothing) 
40 .l:le7 with a repetition of moves. 

38.h4? 0-1 
According to the databases the game 
ended here, possibly White over-stepped 
the time limit. However, in any case, 
after 38 . . .  .l:lh2 his position was hopeless. 

The next two examples have transitions to 
pOSitions with bishops of opposite colours: 

� 3 7.2 Lisitsin-Zamikhovsky 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 93 1  . 
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Black has the bishop pair . As soon as the 
�d5 has disappeared, White will have 
major problems on the 

'
a8-h l diagonal, 

since he does not have a light-squared 
bishop to oppose the .ib7 or which 
could at least protect g2 .  

23 . .  .i.f61 24.\i'a4 hc31 25.dxe6 'liffG 
Now the long light-squared diagonal has 
been opened up and the catastrophe on 
g2 is not long in coming. 

26.exf7+ .l:[xf7 27.bxc3 'fVg61 28.g4 
28 .f3 .!hf3 , 2 8 .g3  'lifhS -+ .  

28  ... b5 1  29.\i'xb5 'iYe4 30.'itf1 
'fVxe3 0-1  

� 37.3  Thorhallsson-Ulfarsson 
Gardabaer (Icelandic Ch) 1 9 96  

1 1 .b4 e5?1 
Instead of simply retreating his bishop, 
Black decides on a tactical option. But in 
doing so he under-estimates the fact that 
the white queen's  bishop will then be 
without a counterpart and will become 
very active on the. long diagonal. 

1 2.bxc5 e4 1 3  . .te2 exf3 1 4  . .txf3 
.i.e6 1 5.liJd2 liJd7 1 6.liJe4 .i.xc4 
1 7.11e1 liJde5 

White camlot retain his bishop pair - a 
cause for satisfaction for Black? 

1 8.liJd61  
The queens must remain on the board, 

1 8  ... liJxf3+ 1 9:�Vxf3 .te6 20.i.b21 

1 9 7 
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The bishops of opposite colours are in no 
way the sign for a draw here, but much 
more for the fact that Black can expect 
serious problems on the long diagonal. 

20 ... 'iVg5 21  . .!lad1 IIab8 
2 1 . . .�g4 2 2 .'i\lg3 ± .  

2 2  . .!ld3 0,e7 2 3  . .!le5 '€IVg6 24.h4 h5 
This loses but in any case there was no 
longer any chance of saving the game, 
e .g .  24 .. . h6 (to prevent llgS) 2S .hS 
'Wh7 26.  'lWe2 ! (..6.2 7  .llxe6) 26 ... �h8 
27 .�g3 ! ,  and g7 cannot be held. White 
wins both after 2 7  . . . 0,c6 2 8 .11xe6 fxe6 
29 . .l:!.xg7 'iVxg7 3 0 .i.xg7 +  'it>xg7 3 l .  
'ifxe6 and after 2 7  . . .  .!lg8 2 8 J:txe6 ! .  

25 . .!lg5 1 -0 

In the next example Black' s  long diagonal 
has already been weakened: 

� 3 7.4 Smyslov-Bisguier 
USSR-USA 1 95 5  

1 9 8 

Smyslov forces the transition to a posi­
tion with bishops of opposite colours, in 
which his bishop will inevitably domi­
nate the long diagonal. 

26.ttJd61  .ixd6 27.'lWxd6 b3 28. 
axb3 'i\le6 29.'i\lb41 

Of course White avoids the exchange of 
queens so as to be able to create threats 
against the black monarch. 

29 ... �c6 30.�c3 I1cd8 31 .,Uxd8 
1:i.xd8 32.'iYb6 'i\lc8 33.h3 .l:i.d5 
34.'i\lb4 'ife8 35 . .id4 i.b5 36. 
.!lc1 Ud8? 

After this the white queen decisively 
breaks into the black position. Black 
can still fight on after the correct 
36  . . .  'lWd8 . 

37:�Vc5 i.d7 38.'iVg5 1 -0 

� 3 7.5 Mastichiadis-O'Riordan 
Moscow (USSR-USA) 1 95 5  

1 3.ttJg3 g6? 
. Black wants to  hang on to the ,l'>,fS ,  but 

weakens the long dark-squared diagonal, 
which is particularly dangerous in view 
of the absence of his dark-squared 
bishop . 

1 4.d5! 
The first step towards the activation of 
the i.c 1 .  

1 4  ... ttJe7 



After 1 4  . . .  lbaS I S .dxe6 Black can no 
longer hold on to the �fS and the white 
queen' s  bishop comes into play via gS , 
e .g .  I S  . .  .fxe4 1 6 .ttJxe4 ttJg7 1 7 .fS ! l:hfS 
I s .lhfS ttJxfS 1 9 .�gS with a strong 
attack. 

1 S  . .:ta2?1 
l S .dxe6 ttJg7 1 6 .l:[e l ±  was simpler and 
stronger. 

1 S  ... exdS? 
A theoretical mistake - now the acti­
vation of the �c 1 can no longer be 
prevented. 
l S  ... fxe4? ! could not be recommended 
either - after 1 6 .ttJxe4 exdS I 7 .cxdS 
�xdS ( 1 7 . . .  ttJxdS I S .�c4 ttJec7 1 9 . 
l::td2) I S . c4 White develops his bishop 
to b2 ,  which promises him more than 
sufficient compensation for the pawn he 
has sacrificed. 
But l S  . . .  ttJc7 1  was stronger. After it it 
would not be so easy for White to bring 
his dark-squared bishop into the game, 
e.g. I 6 .dxe6 ttJxe6 1 7  . .:r.e2 ttJg7 I S .lIfe I  
'it'd7 , and despite White' s  initiative 
Black can hope to hold the position. 

1 6.cxdS 
t.c3 -c4, �b2 . 

1 6  ... fxe4 1 7.�xe4 ttJf6 

1 S.c41 ttJxe4 1 9.ttJxe4 
White has surrendered his bishop pili, 
but that is not important. His remaining 
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bishop stands ready to dominate the 
long diagonal, whereas his opponent 
has no effective options with his �b7 ,  
either for the defence or for counter­
play. 

1 9  ... ttJfS 20.a4 ..ta6 
20 . . .  ttJd4 2 1 .l:[af2 'l!Vd7 22 .�b2±.  

21 .'iVd3 lXbS 22.'!:[d2 �cS 23.i.b2 
h6 24.'fic3 �f7 2S.ttJg3 ttJxg3 
26.'fig7+ 1 -0 

And now we turn to more complicated 
examples :  

� 3 7.6 Taimanov-Averbakh 
Ziirich (Candidates' tournament) 1 95 3  

22.�xe41 �xe4 
Why has White gone in for a position 
with bishops of opposite colours? 
Here it is about forcing access to d6 for 
the white rook; Black will sooner or later 
be obliged to swap it off. And then the 
i;b2' gets the opportunity to prove its 
real strength on the long dark-squared 
diagonal. 

23.l::ted1 l::td7 24.l:!.d6I ..tb7 
And now White could set his opponent 
major difficulties with 2S .h41 (t.h4-hS) ,  
e .g .  2 s  . .  Jhd6 26 .exd6 f6 2 7 .hS gxhS 
2 S .l:!.a7 l::tf7 29 .�xf6 ! 'iYxd6 3 0 .'iVxhS 
with a very strong attack. 

1 99 
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� 3 7.7  Akopian-Khachian 
Erevan (Armenian Ch) 1 9 95 

And here too, White forces the tran­
sition to a position with bishops of 
opposite colours : 

23J�xeS l:.xeS 24.'iVxeS .txb4 
2S.'ifxd4 .txaS 26.d6 ..tb6 27. 
'iif4 

There can be no talk of a drawish 
tendency here. 
The �d6 is not Black' s  only problem - it 
is only a question of time till the white 
bishop pops up on d5 or c4, after which 
the �f7 becomes vulnerable .  Unlike its 
white rival, the �b6 cannot cause the 
opponent any difficulties - it may 
perhaps not be so badly posted, but all 
the other black pieces are too passive 
and it cannot create any threats on its 
own. 
It would be better for Black to have a 
light-squared bishop here, so as to better 
protect the light squaJ;es and then 
possibly to be exchanged for the op­
posing bishop . 

27 ... 'iid7 2SJ;[d1 lldS 
b. . . .  �c5 . 

29 . .l:[dS 'liVe6 30.h41 �g7 31 .hSI 
With this move White forces his 
opponent to weaken the position of his 
king. 

2 00  

31 ... h6  
Or  else things would have become too 
cramped for the black king after h5-h6+. 

32.'iVd2 gS?1 
32 . . .  �d7 looks better, though the black 
position would also remain bad enough. 
After the weakening . . .  h7-h6/ . . .  g6-g5 
the direction of the attack switches from 
the long diagonal to the b l -h7 diagonal : 

33.d7 'iVg4 34J:td61  �xhS 3S. 
'tWc3+ �gS 36.�dSI .l:[fS 

White has a very nice win after 36 ... g4 
3 7. �f6 �c7 :  38 .b41 1  (none of the black 
pieces can move ! )  3 8  ... a6 (3S  . . .  �f8 3 9 .  
Zie6 ! + - b.\l!VhS#, 3 S  . . .  �xd6 3 9 .'tWxdS+ 
<t>g7 40.\l!VhS+ !  �xhS 4 1 .dS�+ +-) 
39 .�c41 b5 (39 . . .  .txd6 40 .'iVxdS + 
�g7 4 1 .'tWhS+ <t>xhS 42 .dS'iV+ <t>g7 
43 . 'tWxd6+-) 40. �a2 a5 4 1 .lId4 axb4 
42 .l:!.e4+- .  

37.'iVd3 �hS 3S.i.f3 
A more thematic move was 38 .  �f5 b. 
..te4 - Black cannot prevent the catas­
trophe on the light squares . 

. 3s . .  .'ifh3 
38  . . .  g4 3 9 J:txb6 axb6 40 .dS'iV+- .  

39Jbb6 1 -0 

The final example demonstrates the 
power of the pressure down the long 
diagonal in play on the queenside : 



� 3 7.8 Hort-Fischer 
Palma (Interzonal tournament) 1 9 70  

33 ... tLJc41 
Black is aiming for a position with major 
pieces and bishops of opposite colours , 
because then his opponent would not 
have enough forces to protect the �c3 . 
Should the latter in fact disappear, then 
the b4-- and as -pawns would be in 
danger. In addition, Black then creates a 
dangerous passed pawn by means of 
. . .  d6-dS . Here it is significant that the 
.i.f6 is clearly superior to its rival . 

34.1:[a2 
After 34. ttJxc4 l:[xc4- 3 S .'iYxc4- 'lli'xc2 
3 6  . .!lfl 'lli'xc3 3 7 .'lli'xc3 .txc3 3 8 .l:Lb l 
dS (or 3 8  . .  .fS ! 7) White' s  position would 
be a less enviable one. 

34 ... 'iYc6 35.tLJxc4?1 
The resulting endgame with the bishops 
of opposite colours can hardly be saved by 
White on account of the unfavourable 

.. )t�¢hn'ql:l(jJNo; :a. ;i 
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pawn constellation (almost all his pawns 
are on dark squares) and the passive 
�h3 . So a much more tenacious try was 
passive defence with 35 .tLJdl . 

35 ... 'iYxc4 36.'iYxc4 l:!.xc4 

37.b5 .i.xc3 3S.bxa6 bxa6 39. 
1:[b6 

In his hope for counterplay , Hort 
exchanges the �e4 for the �a6 .  
However, Black' s  central pawn duo 
turns out to be too strong as the game 
progresses . 

39 ... .:xe4 40.J::!.xa6 J:[e1 + 41 .'it>h2 
d5 42.':c6 1:[a1 43.l:rxa1 .txa1 
44.a6 .i.d4 45.':c2 c;,t;f6 46.f4 
l:f.bS 47.':a2 .ta7 4S.�f1 <tite7 
49.'it>g2 <titd6 50 . .td3 1:[b3 
51 .i.e2 f6 52.l::rd2 1:[a3 53 . .td3 
�b6 54 . .!ld1 ':a2+ 55.<titf3 �d4 
56.g4 I:Ia3 57.<.tg2 i.e3 5S.c;,t;f3 
.i.c5 59.�g3 e5 60.fxe5+ fxe5, 

and Black soon won . 

The Reti battery "iY a1/ Ji.b2 (�a8 / Ji.b 7) 

The basic point of  this set-up (see diagram 
next page) is to exert strong pressure 
down the long dark-squared diagonal. It 

is especially important to achieve 
domination of the eS-square or pressure 
against a pawn on the said square . 

2 0 1  
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� 38 . 1  Reti-Yates 
New York 1 924 

1 2J:tc21 
White is planning 'IV d I -a 1 ,  so as to 
strengthen the pressure on e5 . 

1 2  ... �d7 
1 2  . . .  a5 , so as to achieve counterplay 
with . . .  a5 -a4. 

1 3.'iVa1 ! ttJg6 1 4.l:I.fc1 �c6 
Once again 14 . • .  a5 !? ,  and after 1 5 . a4 the 
move 1 5  . . .  b5 secures counterplay. 

1 5.ttJf1 
The knight is heading for e3 , from 
where it can take aim at the �d5 and at 
the same time prevent . . .  e5 -e4-e3 , which 
is possible in some variations. 

1 5  ... �d7 
Still l S  . . .  a5 ! ?  ll. . . . aS -a4. 

1 6.ttJe3 h6? 
A positional mistake. 16  . . .  tiJg4 1 7 .ttJxg4 
'lVxg4 was much stronger, after which 

202  

Black could with the move . . . £1 -f6 (ef. 
e:> Technique No. 3) weaken the effective­
ness of the Reti battery 'iVaI / �b2 , e .g .  
1 8 .d4 f6 with chances for both sides . 

1 7.d4! e4 1 S.ttJe5 
The originally modest looking set-up 
now turns out to be highly dangerous -
suddenly White gets a strong initiative , 
which practically unfolds of its own accord. 

1 S  ... �xe5 1 9.dxe5 ttJh7 20.f4 exf3 
20  . . .  l:[ad8 2 1 .fS ttJgf8 22 .�d4± . 

21 .exf3 ttJg5 
2 1 . . .f6 22 .f4 fxeS 23 .fS !  ttJgf8 H.he5±. 

22.f4 ttJh3+ 23.�h1 , 
and Reti qUickly converted his superior 
position into a win. 

� 3 8.2 Smyslov-Gipslis 
Moscow 1 9 67  

1 1  . . .  l:I.adS! 
Why is Black moving this rook and not 
for example playing 1 1 . .  .':fd8 ? - the 
answer will soon become clear ; in any 
case 1 1 .. ,tlac8 with the same intent was 
also worth considering .  

1 2J:tac1 'iVbSI 
Now Black is prepared to set up the Reti 
battery With . . .  'fib8-a8 ,  so as to strength­
en the influence of his �b7 on the long 
diagonal . 

1 3.cxd5 ttJxd5 1 4.ttJxd5 �xd5 
1 5.e4 �b 7 1 6.d4 



It may look as if White would now get 
the initiative, but Black finishes setting 
up his Reti battery, after which the 
pressure against e4- will promise him at 
least sufficient counterplay. 

1 6  .. :iVaSI 1 ViJe1 lUeS 1 S.l::rc2 
cxd4 1 9.1:[xd4 tLlcS 20.-UxdS l:[xdS 
21 .b4 tLld7 22.a3 aSI  

The last move makes it clear that from 
a8 the queen ' s  influence makes itself felt 
not only in the direction of e4-, but also 
down the a-file - the reply, 23 .b5? ! , to 
keep the a-file closed, would simply 
hand over to Black the key square cS . 

23:iVc4 axb4 24.axb4 tLlf6 2S.f3 
Here the players agreed on a draw, 
although Black was slightly better after 
2S  . . .  'iia4- or 2 S  . .  JMl . 

� 38 .3  Karpov-Kasparov 
London/Leningrad ( 1  st WCh game) 1 9  8 � 
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White has an advantage in space, which 
means that his position looks slightly 
better at first glance, doesn't  it? 

1 4  ... .:.cSI 
Kasparov activates his rook on the fifth 
rank and at the same time prepares to set 
up the Reti battery. 

1 S.a4 'ii'aSI 
This strengthening of the control over 
the ' long light-squared diagonal is very 
important :  
• The options for the tLlf3 have now 

been clearly restricted - it can only 
go to h4- or e l ;  

• White must reckon with . . .  tiJd7 -eS . 
• Sometimes the 'iVa8 / i.b7 battery 

supports the breakthrough . . .  d6-dS . 
1 6.tLle1 

Rather modest ,  but Karpov minimises 
the risk by exchanging the i.b7 .  

1 6  ... l:!.fS 1 7.i.xb7 'iYxb7 
From here the queen supports . . .  b6-bS -
a consequence of the Reti battery, thanks 
to which the black queen 'actually got to 
b 7 .  

1 S.f3 
Directed against 1 8  . . .  tLlg4-. 

1 S  ... hS 1 9.tLlg2 lacS 
The rook no longer needs the fifth rank 
and goes back home. 

20.�b2 l:lccS 2 1 .�a3 tLlcS 22. 
-Ub1 tLle6 23:�'d3 tLlc7 24.tLlf4 
bSI 2S.cxbS axbS 26.tLlxbS tiJxbS 
27.'iVxbS Yi'xbS 2S.axbS l:[bS 

. . 2�.�b2 l:lb71 
After 29 . . .  Ih.b5 3 0 .i.xf6 .ixf6 3 1 .tLldS 
.b!.eb8 3 2 .tiJxf6+ exf6 3 3 .lhd6 ':'xb3 34. 
l:[xb3 l:hb3 35 ..lhf6 White could carry 
on torturing his opponent for a long time 
in this theoretically drawish endgame. 

30.b6 l:[ebS 31 .b4 tLld7 32.i.xg7 
wxg7 

Here a draw was agreed. 

2 0 3  
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Black's Reti battery (�b7  /Vi'a8) is in gen­
eral typical of hedgehog-like positions : 

� 38 .4 Tozer-Smagin 
London 1 9 89  

1 8  ... 'ltVb81 
Black plans . . .  'ltVb8-a8 , and not only to 
increase his pressure on e4-, but also to 
increase the effect of the breakthrough 
. . .  d6-ds . Moreover the :Xc8 now has an 
X-ray attack on the pretty white queen. 

1 9.ttJd4 lUe8 
It is very probable that Black will get in 
. . .  d6-ds , which will lead to the opening 
of the e-file. So with some foresight 
Black improves the position of his rook. 

20Jle1 g6 21 . .tf1 'iYa8 22.f3 
White had to play like this to overprotect 
d, but now his dark squares on the king­
side have been weakened - a logical con­
sequence of the effect of the Reti' battery. 

22 ... ttJh5 23.i..e3 �h4 24..1aed1 d5i 

2 04-

With . . .  d6-ds a new phase of the game 
is beginning, which we will not analyse 
here. But it is obvious that Black has the 
initiative in the resulting complications 
thanks to the factors mentioned (pres­
sure from the Reti battery, the vis a vis 
of the 'ltVc2ll:.c8 , weakening of the dark 
squares on White 's  kingside) . 

� 3 8 .5 Gutman-An.Sokolov 
Biel (Interzonal tournament) 1 9 85 

1 5.ttJd31 �e7 1 6J:txc8 'Yi'xc8 1 7. 
'li'a1 1 ttJf6 

The idea of restraining the Reti battery 
which has just been set up by means of 
1 7  . . . f6 1 ?  was well worth conSidering, 
but probably Sokolov did not want to 
weaken the t:,e6 .  

1 8Jlc1 'ltVa8 
Interesting - Black is setting up a Reti 
battery too ! 

1 9.1:.c71 
1 9  . .txb 7 ? !  �xb7= .  

1 9  ... i..xg2 20.l:.xe7 
Unlike his opponent White can, if 
required, blunt the effect of the 
opposing 'li' / � battery with fl.-f3 .  

20.:.ttJd5?1 
20 . . .  �h3 2 1 .f3 ttJds was stronger, al­
though White would then be somewhat 
better after 2 2 .l:.d7 es 23 .:d6 f6 H.ttJf2 
.tc8 2s .'li'd l ttJc7 2 6 .e4-. 
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21 .l:[d7 i.h3, means of 22. hg7 tLlb6 (22 . .  tLlc3 23 .f3 !  
and Gutman could have forced an tLlxe2+ 24 .�f2 +-) 23 .tLlf4! tLlxd7 
ending with a sound extra pawn by 24.�xf8 lLlxf8 2 s .lLlxh3 . 

[ 'T��#�!q��_�O. 39, " ! 
The Smyslov battery "iVb2/ �c3 ( "iVb7 / �c6) 

This formation is very similar to the Reti 
battery - here too the main concern is 
the long dark-squared diagonal. 
But sometimes it is significant that here 
the two participating pieces support the 
advance b3 -b4 (or . . .  bS) . In addition the 
queen is often more flexible on b2 than 
on a 1 as in the Reti battery. 

� 39 . 1 Smyslov-Djurasevic 
Belgrade (Yugoslavia-USSR) 1 956  ' 

1 2.�e3! IUd8 1 3.�b21 
The important role of the 'ifb2 1  �c3 
battery is obvious : White exerts strong 
pressure on the long dark-squared 
diagonal and at the same time plans to 
play b3 -b4. 

1 3  ... lLleS 1 4.i.d4 dxe4 1 S.dxc4 
'fIIe7 1 6.b4 axb4 1 7.axb4 lLled7 

1 7  . . .  tLla4 ! ?  1 8 .'ifb3 tLlb6 .  
1 8Jlxa8 l:.xa8 1 9.eS 'fIIb8 
20.lLle4 �e4 21 .�h3 �fS 

2 1 . . .�dS ! ?  
22.�xfS exfS 23J:[d1 

Now Black would like to  bring his lLlf6 
to dS , but the white 'if / � battery does 
not yet allow him to do so. 

23 ... 'fllf8 24.ttJe3! 
Smyslov forces . . .  g7  -g6 ,  which will last­
ingly weaken the a l -hB diagonal . 

24 ... g6 2S.ttJeS I!d8 26.tLlSe4 
1:[a8 27.�e3 'fIIe8 28.VWb3 

This threatens 29 .�xf6 �xf6 (29 . . .  tLlxf6 
3 0 .ttJb6) 3 0 .ttJd6 . 

28 ... ttJe8 29.�b2 l:[a6 30.'it'd3 
. ttJdf6 31 .ttJd6 

The ga�e continued 3 1  . . .  �e6 32 .ttJxb7 
with a sound extra pawn. 
But after 3 1 .  •• .ixd6 3 2 .cxd6 'it'd7 3 3 .  
'iVd4 too ;  White would be easily win­
ning thanks to his mastery of the long 
diagonal - the threats of g3 -g4 or tLle3 -
c4-b6 and then d6-d7 are decisive. 
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The 'black' Smyslov battery 'iVb7 / �c6 is 
especially often useful in the Sicilian 
Defence. One of the maID variations in the 
Scheveningen System goes as follows : 
l .e4 cS 2 .00 e6 3 .d4 cxd4 4.ttJxd4 ff6 
S .4Jc3 d6 6.�e2 �e7 7.0-0 0-0 8.f4 4Jc6 
9 .�e3 1/Vc7 1 0. 'iVe l  a6 1 1 . 'ifg3 ttJxd4 
(the bishop can also go via d7 : 1 1 . . .�d7 
1 Vi£th l b5 1 3 .a3 ttJxd4 1 4.Ld4 .ic6 by 
transposition of moves) 1 2 • .hd4 bS 1 3 . 
a3 �b 7 1 4.<itJhl �c6 l S . 1::tae l 'iYb7 ,  
and now the usual continuation is 1 6.�d3 
b4 1 7 .axb4 'iVxb4 l S .ttJe2 'iVb7 1 9 .e5 
(this lengthens the diagonal to g 2) 1 9  . . .  
ttJh5 20 .'iYh3 g6 with complicated play . 
This example makes it clear how the Vi'b7 
is effective both directed towards e4 and 
also on the b-file (the b4- , b2-squares) . 
Next come two examples from the 
Sicilian, in which the setting up of the 
Smyslov battery is less obvious : 

� 39.2 Averbakh-Botvinnik 
Training match Moscow I 9 5 7  

The white threat of  g2-g4-g5 looks 
extremely dangerous. 

1 6  ... bSI 
It looks as if Black would have decided 
on an attack on the king. 

1 7.g4 b4 1 8.ttJe2 
l S .'iVxb4?? d5 -+ .  

2 0 6  

1 8  ... 'iVb71 
Now Black's  idea becomes clear. By 
advancing the b-pawn he has driven the 
opposing knight out of the centre and at 
the same time prepared to set up the 
Smyslov battery 'ii'b7 / .ic6 .  In what 
follows it is above all about e4 and d5 . 

1 9.ttJg3 
Of course the knight can protect the �e4 
from here too . But it is no longer con­
trolling dS and White will soon feel that 
most keenly. 

1 9  ... dSI 20.eS tLle41 

Without the Smyslov battery the knight 
could occupy this square at best after a 
pawn sacrifice . Now thanks to his 
counterplay in the centre Black gets a 
dangerous initiative. 

21 . .ixe4 
2 1 . ttJxe4? dxe4 2 2 .�g2 l:[fdS 23 .'iYe3 
:xd 1 +  H.\t>xd1 .l:[dS+ 2 5 .'it.>c 1  'iVd7 26 . 
.tg3 .icS ! 2 7 .'iVe2 'iYdS 2S .'�b 1 'iYd2-+.  
2 1 .  �g2 I:l.acs 22 .  ttJxe4 dxe4 23  . 'iV e3 

. �d5 - Black has brought his opponent' s  
attack to a standstill and set his own going. 

21 ... dxe4 22.'iie3 IUd8 2Uf2 :Xd1 + 
23  . . .  .idS ! ?  

24�l:txd1 �xh4 2S.ttJxe4 i.xe4 26. 
hh4 �c8 27 . .l:[d8+ llxd8 28 . .bd8 
'iVdS 29.�e7 \i'c4 30.'iYf2 'iYxa2 
31 .i.xb4 'iVa 1 + 32.�d2 'iVxb2, 

and Black won. 



� 39 .3  Maliutin-R.Sherbakov 
Jurmala 1 989  

This too is a Sicilian position; i.bSxttJc6 
b7xc6 were played and later . . .  c6-cS . 

1 7  ... .ie6 1 1 S.flfe1 VWb71 
Here the Smyslov battery serves the 
following purposes : 
• Pressure on e4 
• Support of the advance . . .  d6-dS . 

1 9.b3 lUeS 20.'iVe2 �fS 21 .�g3 
ttJh5 22.�h2 ttJf6 23J:te3 d51 
24.exd5 exd5 25.ttJxd5 ttJxd5 
26.exd5 .ixd5?1 27J:tde1 l:[xe3 
2SJbe3 .:teS 29.�e5 e4 

Black has the initiative. 

Further examples :  

� 39.4 Petrosian-Botvinnik 
Moscow ( 1 7 th Weh game) 1 963  
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White' s  main idea consists of the prepa­
ration of the central advance e3-e4, e .g .  
by l:le I and/ or .td3 . Is  there a suitable 
counter-measure? 

1 3  ... VWe7 1 1 4.�b2 '4Wb71 
Thanks to the Smyslov battery Black has 
strengthened his control over the e4-
square. If the occasion arises Black can -
even after i.c4-d3 - play . . .  ttJe4. 
The position is roughly level. 

� 39.5 Zapata-DIugy 
Tunis (Interzonal tournament) 1 9 85  

1 4  ... .id5 1 1 5.�b1 'iWb71 
Here the Smyslov battery is  used to 
strengthen the pressure on the squares 
along the long light-squared diagonal. 
First and foremost it is about the tDf3 , 
because now the idea of . . .  .i.b7xf3 is 
very unpleasant. 

1 6.ttJh4 
This avoids the said exchange but the 
�4�square is not particularly well suited 
to the knight. In addition White now 
gets an isolated pawn on d4. 

1 6  ... exd4 1 7.exd4 l:lfeS 1 S.'iVd3 
ttJfS '1 9.f4 

In his search for active play White 
weakens the a8-h l diagonal. 

2 0 7  
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1 9  ... ,UadS 20.�c3 bS 21 .b3 �c6 
22.tZlf3 lLlg6 23.fS lLlf4 24.'fWf1 b4 
2S.ltJeS 

25 .i.b2 is followed by 2s . . .  lLlh3 + 26 .  
gxh3 (26 .�h l  lLlg4-+) 2 6  . . .  .ixf3 + .  

2S  ... lLlxg2 26.fxe6 fxe6 27.�b2? 
The lesser evil would be 27 .lLlxc6 'iVxc6 
28 .'iixg2 'iVxg2+ 29 .�xg2 bxc3 3 0..!!:txe6 
lLldS+ .  

27 ... lLlxe1 2S . .llxe1 �d6, 
and Black won. 

� 39.6 Pietzsch-Spassky 
Varna (Olympiad) 1 962 

2o .. :iYb71 21 .g4 i.d7 22.lLlg3 �c6 
Thanks to the Smyslov battery Black has 
strengthened his pressure on e4. 

23.gS hxgS 24.�xgS lLlh7 2S.i.d2 
g6 

Now White must always be reckoning 
with . . .  f7-fS . 

26.�g1 �hS 27:iYe3 lLle6 
Here 27 . . .fS was in any 

. 
case bad on 

account of 2 8 .'iYh6 l:tg8 2 9 .lLlgS .  
2S.lLle2 .l::[gS 

28 . . .  lLlcs 2 9 .ltJg3 .:!.g8 3 0 Jlae l fs ! ?  
29.1:[g31 

29 Jiae 1 '!:!'af8 with an initiative for 
Black. Now the fIrst player loses the �e4. 

2 0 8  

29 ... lLlcS 30.'iYh6 �xe4 31 .ltJgS 
.l:[g7 32.1:[g41 hc2 33.l:th4 �xgS 
34.i.xgS lLle4 3S . .I:[g1 lLlexg5 

White resigned. 

� 39 .7  Guseinov-Polovodin 
Tallinn 1 9 8 3  

Black has a weakness on d6 and must at 
some point also reckon on c4-cS . 
Polovodin brings about a set-up very 
similar to the previous example : 

20 ... lLle61 21 .i.d3 lLlcSI 22.i.c2 
'iYb71 23:�e2 ltJh5 

This provokes a weakening of the long 
diagonal . The loss of time is not serious. 

24.g3 lLlf6 

The pressure on e4 secures sufficient 
counter-chances for Black. 
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t ; .� ,:t!��,,;qf.!�ittY�� .'t1;Q.:�J 
The Lasker formation "iVe7 / �d6 

This sort of set-up supports the central 
advance . . .  e6-eS and exerts strong 
control on the squares along the a3-f8 
diagonal . 

� 40. 1 Red-Lasker 
New York 1 924 

1 .tLlf3 dS 2.c4 c6 3.b3 �fS 4.g3 
tLlf6 S.�g2 tLlbd7 6.�b2 e6 7.0-0 
�d6 S.d3 0-0 9.tLlbd2 eS 

A more accurate way was first 9 ... 'ii'e7 -

which Lasker went on to play two moves 
later. 

1 O.cxdS cxdS 1 1 .l:tc1 11 
According to Kasparov the only way 
White could hope to come out of the 
opening with something o( an advantage 
was 1 1 .e4! , since in the event of 1 1 . . .  
dxe4 1 2 .dxe4 �xe4? !  1 3 .tLlxe4 tLlxe4 
the continuation H.lUM lUdf6 1 S .lUfS 
is rather unpleasant for Black. But Reti , 
rather too stereotypically, follows his 
favourite plan: !Ic l -c2 , 'if d I -a I ,  and if 
appropriate l:!.f1 -c 1 .  

1 1  ... 'ife71 1 2.:tc2 aSI 
Intending . . .  as -a4. It is very important 
here that the 'We7 and i.d6 are not only 
protecting the eS -pawn, but also pre­
venting the move a2-a3 . 

1 3.a4 
of course Reti did not want to allow 
. . .  as -a4xb3 , but now the �b3 and the 
b4-square become weak. 
If Lasker had not previously set up his 
'iYe7 / i.d6 battery, White could meet 
the move . . .  a7  -as with a2-a3 , so that 
after . . .  as -a4 he would have the reply 
b3 -b4. 

1 3".h6 
Freeing the h7-square for the i.fS . 

1 4.'ifa1 
1 4. tbh4?! i.h7 I S .e4 tLlcs with an ini­
tiative for Black . 

. 1 4;"l:[feS 1 SJ:rtc1 �h7 
Biack's set-up has completely justified it­
self. His centre is strong and secure despite 
the opposing pressure on eS . Thanks to 
the ideas of . . .  tLld7 -cS (weakness of b3 ! )  
and/or . . .  eS -e4 Black's  chances are 
already preferable. 
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� 40.2 Portisch-Ljubojevic 
Linares 1 9 8  1 

On account of the advantage in space the 
white position looks better. Obviously 
Black has to aim for one of the freeing 
advances : . . .  e6-eS or . . .  c6-cS . 

1 2  .. :�e7 1 3.l:I.fd1 
After 1 3  .e4 dxe4 1 4.l2Jxe4 l2Jxe4 1 5 . 
'iVxe4 Black could prove the effectiveness 
of the Lasker formation by means of 
I S  •.• eS I ,  e .g .  1 6 .dxeS tDxeS 1 7 .tDxeS cS ! 
(now a further advantage of the queen' s  
position on  e7  becomes clear - from 
there it protects the .tb7) 1 8 .'ife3 i.xeS 
1 9 .'ifxeS 'iVxeS 20 .�xeS J:[xeS , and 
White would have to fight for the draw. 

1 3  ... i..a31? 
An interesting moment. Black employs 
his Lasker formation to swap off the 
dark-squared bishops. But when one 
looks at the pawn structure the �d6 is 
'better' than the .tb2 - so why is Black 
actually doing that? . 
The following can be said. Black is 
somewhat cramped and must, as was 
said, free himself by means of . . .  e6-eS or 
. . .  c6-cS . But after 1 3  ••• cS? !  1 4 .dxcS the 
�b2 would become a very active and 
dangerous piece , whilst 1 3  . • •  eS? fails to 
1 4.dxeS tDxeS I S .cxdS cxdS 1 6 .tDbS± .  
And 1 3  . . .  dxc4? ! 1 4.bxc4 eS  i s  followed 
by the line pOinted out by Kharitonov 

2 1 0  

I S .cS ! bxcS 1 6 .dxeS tLlxe5 1 7 .tDxeS 
'iVxeS 1 8 .g3 �e7 1 9 .tLla4 with advan­
tage to White, since the .tb2 is now 
once more clearly more active than its 
rival on d6 .  And that is exactly what 
Black wants to avoid with the exchange 
of the dark-squared bishops. 

1 4  . .txa3 'iYxa3 1 S.liJeSI? 
After I S . �d3 'iVe7 1 6 .'iYb2 dxc4 1 7 . 
bxc4 cS 1 8  . .ie2 l:[ab8 L L .e6-eS the 
position would be more or less level. 
The text move is more aggressive, yet 
Ljubojevic manages to keep things level. 

1 S  ... tDxeS 1 6.dxeS tLld7 1 7.f4 
l::tedS 1 S.�h1 

I S .cxdS !?  exdS 1 9  .�d3 . 
1 S  .. :iVe7 1 9.tDa4 .l:!.acS 

.6. . . .  b6-bS . 
20.'iVb2 J::rbS 21 :i¥c2 

2 I .cxdS exdS 2 2  . .tg4 �a8 !oo .  
21  ... .iaSI? 

2 1  . . . .!:lbc8 . 
22.cxdS exdS 23.e4 dxe4 24. 
'iVxe4 cS 

Complicated and with chances for both 
sides . 

� 40.3 Eingorn-Sveshnikov 
Moscow 1 98 9  

9 ... 'iVe7 1 0.e4 dxe4 1 1 .tDxe4 
tDxe4 1 2.�xe4 eS 



In this example too , the Lasker forma­
tion helps with the realisation of this 
typical advance. 

1 3  . .tg5 f6 
1 3  . . .  'iVf8 ! ?  

1 4.i..e3 exd4 1 5.'iVxe 7 ..txe 7 1 6. 
tDxd4 tDc5 1 7.i..f3 a5 

Black has practically equalised. 

� 40.4 Van der Wiel-Timman 
Sarajevo 1 984 

White has an advantage in space here, 
but with his next move Timman shows 
that he too has some trump cards. 

1 1  ... 'iYe71 
The Lasker formation fulfils two tasks 
here : 
• The �a3 is now attacked twice, 

which momentarily ties up the l::ta l .  
• The advance . . .  e6-eS , supported by 

the .td6 as well as the 'iVe7 , is in th� 
offing. 
1 2.0-0 l:.e8 1 3.l:tfd1 i..b7 1 4. 
cxd5 

With this exchange White frees himself 
from the necessity to have to be 
continually worrying about . . .  e6-eS 
(with or without a previous exchange 
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on c4) . But on the other hand the black 
major pieces are now very actively 
posted on the e-file and the tDf6 gets the 
e4-outpost. 

1 4  ... exd5 1 5.b4 
It may look as though White is finally at 
the end of his worries about the �a3 , 
but . . .  

1 5  ... b51 
Black plans . . .  a7  -as , and after the 
exchange on as the �a3 could become 
weaker than ever before . 

1 6.l:re1 tDe4 1 7.'iYd1 a5 1 8.bxa5 
l:rxa5 

The black position is looking better and 
better. But Van der Wiel fmds a way to 
buck this trend. 

1 9.i.xe41? 
19 .a4? ! would be followed by 1 9  . . .  
tDxc3 20  . .txc3 lha4 and i t  would not 
be so simple for White to restore the ma­
terial balance (2 1 .trxa4 bxa4 22 .'iYxa4?? 
i..xf4-+) . 

· 1 9 ... dxe4 20.d5 
And the i..b2 is suddenly freed. 

20 ... c5 21 .'iVd2 'fIJc7 22.'iVc2 
'fIJe7 

22 . .  .fS 23 .a4°o . 
23.'iVd2 'fic7 24.'lWc2 'lWe7 1/2-1/2 

2 1 1  
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[!,Ht�;��l'!t#t�e ,1t9f:�� " !  
The Rubinstein manoeuvre:  . . .  �d8-b8-a7! 

Here we have a sort of abstract 'queen 
fianchetto ' in which her majesty appears 
on what is for her the somewhat un­
usual square a7 ,  from where it exerts an 
astonishingly strong influence : 

� 4 1 . 1  Janowski-Rubinstein 
Karlsbad 1 90 7  

29 ... 'iWdSI 
The possibility offered by this move of 
activating the queen by . . .  'iYdS-gS is quite 
obvious. But Rubinstein has in mind a 
hidden idea: the queen can also go to the 
a7 -g 1 diagonal, where it is very active 
and moreover frustrates the idea of c4-cS . 

30.'iltg4 
Directed against . . .  �dS -gS . 

30 .. .'i+'bSI 31 .�g2 'ilta7 1  32J�Ue1 
'iVc5=t= 

(see diagram next column) 

Now Black is planning to obtain an 
initiative on the queenside by . . .  'iltcS -b4 
and then . . .  a6-aS -a4, whereas White has 
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no counterplay and must concentrate on 
defensive measures . Rubinstein went on 
to win this game. 

� 4 1 .2 Lematschko-Gurieli 
Kuala Lumpur 1 990  

1 6  ... 'iltbSI 1 7.�xf6 
After 1 7.cS 'iVa7 l S .g4 0Je7 1 9 .tLlxf6+ 
�xf6 20 .�e3 the black queen finds 
another nice place - 2 0  . . .  'iVa6 ! ,  after 
which the idea of . . .  'iVc4 appears . 

1 7  .. '.�xf6 1 S.g4 'iYa7+ 1 9.c5 0Je7 
20 . .!:!.ac1 �b5 21 .l:tf2 axb4 22. 
axb4 �h4 23.0J2g3 .l:[adS 



24.cxd6?1 
White probably wanted to deprive her 
opponent of the option of . . .  d6xc5 , in 
addition she activates the lIc l ,  but on 
the other hand the a7 -g 1 diagonal now 
opens up for the black queen. 
24.g5 with an unclear position was 
stronger. 

24 ... cxd6 25.'iYh6 
2 5 .g5 is followed by 25 . . .  �b6 (directed 
against l:.c l -c7) 2 6 .�h l 1:I.f4 with a 
strong initiative. 

25 ... .ixg3 26.hxg3 tLlxd5 27.�d2 
2 7 .tLlg5 ? tLlf6-+ .  

27 ... �d4 
2 7  . . .  tLle3 ! ?  

28.l:[d 1 1 
2 8 .'iixd4 exd4 29 .lId2 d3 3 0 .tLlf2=i=.  

28 ... �xd2 29 . .l:.dxd2 �c4, 
and Black won . 

.. 4 1 . 3  Shirov-].Polgar 
Madrid 1 994 
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Here we have a well known position 
from the theory of the King' s  Indian 
Defence. 
Before this game, basically 1 5  . . . �e3 was 
played here, e .g .  1 6 .'fWc2 c6 1 7  . ..tf2. ! 
�xf2 1 8 .lIxf2;!;; , Illescas-Gelfand, Unares 
1 994. 
Polgar 's  next move was a novelty then : 

1 5  ... 'iVb811 
Black is planning to bring her queen into 
play via a 7 .  

1 6:iVc2 
1 6 .i.f2 is followed by 1 6  .. .'iVd8 ! intend­
ing . . .  'iig5 . 

1 6  ... �e3 1 7.i..f2 �a7 1 8.i.xe3 
'iYxe3°o 

1 9.f411 exf4 20J:[ae1 'iYc5 21 . 
�c1 'iYd4 22.1:I.xf4 l:lae8 

Thanks to her pawn structure and the 
active position of the 'ifd4 Black has the 
better chances . 
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lit},t��6#t���i���'"��L,i 
Boleslavsky's regrouping: eyeing h2! 

Let u s  take a look a t  the following sche­
matic diagram: 

By means of the regrouping . . .  �f6-e7-
d6 ,  . . .  tbd7 -f6-e4 Black can often activate 
his two minor pieces. 
And if in addition the black queen is 
aiming towards the white kingside, things 
can become really cramped for the white 
king. 

The said regrouping was recommended 
by I .Boleslavsky in his annotations to the 
following game. 

� 42. 1 Petrosian-Spassky . 
Moscow (20th WCh game) 1 969 
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'Here Black had at his disposal the 
plan which is typical for such posi­
tions . . .  �e7-d6, . . .  tf1f6-e4. What 
could White do then? The advance 
a4-a5 does not achieve much, 
while b4-b5 is always met with 
. . .  c6-c5. So White would have to 
concentrate on e3 -e4, but that 
would have led to simplifications 
and promised few chances of suc­
cess. ' (Boleslavsky) . 

It is interesting to note that in an earlier 
game of the same match the following 
position appeared on the board: 

� 42.2 Spassky-Petrosian 
Moscow ( 1 1 th WCh game) 1 969  

Unlike in the previous position Black has 
no need to first regroup his minor 
pieces : his king' s  bishop is already on 
d6 ,  and the knight is ready for the leap 
to e4: 

1 5  . . .  tbe41 1 6.'iVc2 l:!.fc8 1 7  . .tb2 
c6 1 8.bxc6 �xc6 1 9.'iVb3 'iVd7 
20.fta1 b5 21 .a5 



2 1 .axbS .ixb5 2 2 .�xb5 'iYxb5 2 3 .'ii'xb5 
axb5+ .  

21  ... i.b7 22.tL\e5 
Kortchnoi's suggestion 22 . Ufc 1 was 
worth considering, although after 22 . . .  
l:[xc l + 2 3 .l:[xc l �d8 24.l:[a l l:[c8 Black 
had the more active position. 

22 ... 'iVd8?1 
The idea is correct : the queen is aiming 
for h4. But the text move allows a 
tactical trick. So 22 . . .  'iVe7 � . . .  'iYh4 with 
good attacking chances was more ac­
curate. 
On the other hand the continuation 
22 ••. �xe5? !  2 3 .dxe5 tL\d2 did not 
promise very much: 24.'iYb4! tL\xfl 
2 5 .�g4! 'iYc6 26 .i.xc8 l:[xc8 2 7  .c;j;>xfl 
d4 2 8 .f3 dxe3 2 9  . .l::tc l , and White main­
tains the balance . 

23.l:[fd1 
Spassky misses his chance : After 
23 .�d3 ! (Geller) 23  . . . lLld2 24. �xh7+1 
�xh7 (24 . . .  'it>f8 2 5 .�d3 lLlxfl 
2 6 .'iYf5 ! §G) 25 .'iVd3+ lLle4 26 .tiJxf7 the 
game should end peacefully: 26 ... �2+! 
(Geller takes into account only 2 6  . . .  �e7 
2 7 .tL\xd6 'Mfxd6 2 8 .f3 ±) 2 7 5.tJxh2 
'iVh4+ 2 8 .Wg l l:[fB 2 9 .f3 lhf7 3 0 .fxe4 
dxe4 3 1 .'iYd2=. 

23 ... 'iVh41 
Things gradually become uncomfortable 
for the white king. 

24.g3 'iYe7 
24 . . .  'iVf6 ! ?  

25.f3 
After 25 .�f3 �f6 2 6 .Wg2 'iVf5 or 
25 .�d3 'iYf6 too Black can lay claim to 
the initiative . 

25 ... tiJg5 26.h4 tL\e6 27.f4 f6 
28.tbf3 tL\d8 29.'it>f2 tL\f7+ 

Black is better on both flanks and won 
after a long struggle. 
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� 42.3 Tal-Geller 
Tbilisi (USSR Ch) 1 9 7 8  

1 1  ... .te71? 1 2.b5 ..ta3 
The pendulum manoeuvre (¢ 
Technique No. 36) - before Black his 
brings his bishop to d6,  he drives the 
opposing rook on to a less favourable 
position. 

1 3.l:[c2 
Now the rook is blocking the possible 
'iVd l -b3 . 
But after 1 3. l:[bl  then 1 3  . . .  �a5 1 4 .'iVc2 
.ib4 � 1 5 . .I:[b3 c5  would have been 
rather unpleasant .  

1 3  ... ..td6 1 4.0-0 tL\f6 1 5.bxc6 bxcS 
1 S.tiJa4 

Worth considering here is 1 6.e4! ? ,  as 
was played in some later games . 

1 S  ... tiJe4 
And now Black has adopted the Boles­

. lavsky formation. The threat is 1 7 . . .  �g4 
with a very dangerous initiative on the 
kingside. 

1 7.0e5 
This prevents . . .  �g4 and moreover 
restricts the range of the dangerous 
.id6.  But on the other hand the position 
of the tiJe5 is very shaky. 
An alternative was 1 7  . .l::!.:xc6 .td7 1 8 .l:c 1 
( 1 8 .J:[a6 ..tc8 1 9 .1:c6 .id7 , 1 8  . . .  ..tg4 ! ?) 
1 8  . . .  ..ta3 1 9 .1:lb l �a5 , and after 2 1 .tL\c5 
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Black recovers the pawn he has sacri­
ficed, with equality. 

1 7  ... \'ieSI 1 S.f3 
1 8 .tLlxc6? fails to 1 8  . . .  i.d7 1 9 .'tWc 1 .!:!.c8 . 

1 S  ... cS 
This leads to exciting complications ,  
which finish peacefully. 

1 9.fxe4 cxd4 20.tLlg4 dxe4 21 . 
i.c4 i.xg4 

After 2 1 .  • •  'Wxa4? 2 2 .�xf7 + !  Wh8 (22 . . .  
lhf7 ? ?  2 3 .lhc8 + ! )  2 3 . lhc8 'tWxd l 
24 .lIxf8+ .l:r.xf8 2 S  . .l:r.xd l llxf7 2 6 .  
�xd4 1J.c7 2 7  Jhe4 there would occur 
an endgame with an extra pawn for 
White. 

22.'tWxg4 'iVxa4 23.l:!.xf71 
2 3 .�xe4? .!:rae8+ . 

23 ... .:xf7 24.i.xf7+ ri;xf7 2S. 
'tWfS+ We7 26.�xe4+ Wd7 27. 
'iYb7+ We6 2S.'iYe4+ \ttd7 

Draw. 28  • • •  .ie5 would probably not 
change the result either : 29 . .l::!.c6+ \ttf7 
30 .'iYf3+ Wg8 3 1 .'tWdS+ Wh8 3 2J:hh6+ 
gxh6 3 3 .'tWxeS + Wg8 34 .'iVdS + Wg7  
3 S .'iVxa8 'tWd 1 +  3 6 .<.¥tf2 'iVd2+ 3 7 .Wg3 
'iVxe3+ 3 8 .'iVf3= .  

: .::riqfl#!,�� �Nq. 43 .1 

� 42.4 Gokhale-Barua 
Calcutta 1 99 9  

13  ... i.e7! 1 4J:Ifb1 tLlf61 1 S.b4 i.d6! 
Now White has to reckon both with . . .  tLlg4 
and with the bishop sacrifice on h2 . 

1 6.h3 
Preventing the mentioned nasty intentions. 

1 6  ... tLle41 1 ViJcS figS 
Black ' s  activity on the kingside has 
become very dangerous . 

1 S.tLlxe4 
1 8.f41 ?  'iVg6 1 9 .i.xe4 dxe4 20 .Wf2 
looks better . 

1 S  ... dxe4 1 9.i.xe4 i.xh3 
with an initiative for Black on the kingside. 

Bishops of opposite colours :  
attacking f7 even in the endgame! 

The fact that bishops of opposite colours 
in no way automatically lead to a draw, has 
already been mentioned - thus Technique 
No. 37 shows some attacks which were 
favoured by bishops of opposite colours. 

But at least in the endgame the drawing 
tendency of these pieces is considered to 
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be high. Still, even here : when there is 
an attack on a specific square, then the 
attacking side has, as it were, an extra 
piece since the defending bishop can 
neither defend the said square nor force 
an exchange for the opposing bishop. 

Let us take a look at the next two positions: 



Here White is attacking the i":,fl from 
two directions : from the seventh rank 
and along the a2-g8 diagonal . Despite 
the material equilibrium. the defence is 
very difficult (c> Example 43. 1)' 

Here Black not only has to defend fl .  
but he also has t o  battle against the 
passed pawn. This is obviously too much 
- the white position is clearly won. 

� 43. 1 Keres-Pirc 
Munich (Olympiad) 1 93 6  
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White' s  plan looks like this : 
He will push his kingside pawns 
forward and make contact with the 
opposing pawns. White is hoping to 
be finally left with his g-pawn against 
the black i":,fl.  to then follow up with 
g5-g6 and to win the i":,fl thanks to the 
pin (no matter whether the king is on 
g7 or g8) . 

2S.'itg2 g6 29.g4 h6 30.h4 g5 
Wait and see tactics require to be 
checked. for instance : 
30 . . .  Wg7 1 ?  3 1 .gS hxgS 32 .hxgS �g8 
3 3 .f4 Wg7 34.�f3 �g8 3S .£5 <;t>g7!  
(the cramping advance f5-f6 i s  not as  bad 
as the threat of a pin with g5-g6 after 
the exchange of the pawn) 36 .�f4 (3 6 .  
f6+ <i&?gS  3 7 .  'itf4 �a3 and i f  3 S .  <i&?e5 . 
then 3 S  . . .  �c 1 )  36 . . .  .ia3 . and 3 7 .fxg6 
'i!fxg6 3 S .�d3 + achieves nothing for 
White on account of 3 8 . .  .f5 . 
Nevertheless . Black's  life is hanging by a 
silken thread. 
A thorough analysis of - this position 
would go beyond what we have space 
for. and moreover such endgames 
have not yet been sufficiently in­
vestigated. 

31 .hxg5 hxg5 32.'i!fg3 'i!fg7 33.f4 
i..e3 

After this move Black' s  defensive task 
becomes even harder and perhaps even 
impossible. 
Things look better after 33  . . .  gxf4+ 
34- .'it>xf4 <i&?g6 !  3 5 .i.d3 + (3 5 .g5  f5 !=) 
35 . . . .  'itg7 .  and now Black is threaten­
ing to relieve his position with . . .  l:teS­
e7 .  

34.fxg5 �xg5 35.<i&?f3 i.dS 
Or 3S  . . .  i.f6 3 6 .<i&?f4 i.c3 3 7 .'i!ff5 and 
then g5 -g6 . 

36.'itf4 'itg6 37.i.d3+ 'itg7 3S. 
<i&?f5 'ith6 39.�c4 
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39 ... Wg7? 
The last chance consisted of 39  .. .  f6 , 
although after 40 .a4 %:re8 4 1 .Wf4 J:!.f8 
42..�.d3 f5 (forced, 42 . . J::th8 43 .�f5 
with a deadly zugzwang, e .g .  43 . . .  b5 
44J:t b 7 ! )  43 .�xf5 the black position is 
close to losing . 

40.g5 �gS 41 .g6 1 -0 

� 43.2 Ragozin-Bondarevsky 
Leningrad (USSR Ch) 1 9 3 9  

Black decides on a forcing variation, so 
as to achieve a position of the same type 
as that in the previous example : 

20 ... �xf31 21 . ..te2 %:rb2 22.l:txdS 
J:!.xc2 23.%:rxfS+ �xfS 24.�xf3 
.txc5 

A similar position - with reversed 
colours - as in Example 43. 1. The only 
difference : here each side only has one 
pawn on the queenside. 
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25 . .id5 l:rd2 26.�b3 Wg7 27.h3 
27.g3 ! 7  b.�g2 would involve the same 
sort of questions and problems as in the 
previous example .  

27 ... f5 2S.Wh2? 
The decisive mistake - White sacrifices 
the �f2 with the intention of getting the 
�h7 in return, but he overlooks the fact 
that this will put his king in a terrible 
position. 28 .g3 and then 29 .Wg2 would 
leave him a chance of saving the game. 

2S ... .txf2 29 . .!:.d1 l:I.b2 
of course not 29  . .  Jhd I ?  30 . .txd 1 with 
a draw despite Black' s extra pawn. 

30.J:!.d7+ Wh6 31 . .igS 

31 ... f41 
With the deadly threat 3 2 . .  .�g3 + .  

32.h4 
3 2 .l::txh7+ �g5 33 . .tc4 Ilc2 ! 34 . .id3 
l::txa2-+  . . 

32 ... �xh4 33.�h3 .ie1 34.1:txh7+ 
Or 34.lha7 WgS ! 3s .lhh7 l:tb8 !  (35 . . .  
�g3 ? 3 6 J:k7 ! b.%:rc5+) 36. i.b3 ( 3 6  . .!:.g7 
.tg3 . 3 7  . .th7 · �h6-'+) 36 ... .tg3 - + 
b. . . .  l:I.e8-e l -h l # . 

34 ... 'iitg5 35.l:!.xa7 ftbSl 36.l:I.e7 
36 • .th7 J:!.h8 3 7 .Ile7 .tg3 3 8 . a4 'iith5 
3 9 .a5 gS 40 .�f5 g4+ ! and then mate . 

36 ... �g3 37.�h7 IIb1 3S . .l::re5+ 
Wf6 39.11a5 l:lh1 + 40.'�g4 l:th4+ 
41 .�f3 l:1.xh7 

White resigned after two more moves. 



� 43.3 Kiik-Kaidanov 
Norilsk 1 98 7  

White has n o  control whatever over the 
dark squares in the centre and on the 
kingside. The black monarch notices this 
and cunningly personally invades the 
opposing camp by heading up the dark­
squared staircase in the direction of f2 :  
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21 ... 'it>e71 22.1:1a4 .t!.hbS 23.i.c4 
'it>f6 24.<;I;;>f1 �a7 25.l:te1 �h6 
26.'it>e2 <ifi>e5 27.'it>f1 �f4 2S.�e2 
':e71 

The bishop cannot take on a6 (29 .i.xa6? 
dS and then the bishop is trapped) , and 
in addition there is also the threat of 
29 . . .  dS 3 0  . .tb3 fs . So: 

29.'it>f1 �xf3 30.�xa6 d51 
31 .exd5 l:lxe1 + 32.<ifi>xe1 l:teS+ 
33.c,f(f1 .l:[e21 

With the fall of f2 the white king ends 
up in a mating net and the successes of 
the white troops on the queenside make 
not a bit of difference. 

34 . .I:[a1 l:Ixf2+ 35.�g1 .l:[g2+ 36. 
<ifi>h1 Ae3, 

and in view of the inevitable . . .  �g3 
White resigned. 
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Other methods 

And to  finish with, two methods which cannot be linked to  specific manoeuvres . 

rli .!����if!�!_:��:; •.• ·��.·:_: .. l 
Letting the opposing plan come to nothing 

Technique No. 44 describes the case 
when the opponent's set-up is rather 
one-dimensionally concentrating on a 
specific plan (provided we can work out 
what that plan is ! )  and can sometimes 
quite simply, e .g .  by an unexpected 
exchange, be reduced to the absurd. The 
result is that the opponent is left with a 
piece constellation which loses all sense 
and reveals itself as lacking in harmony. 

� 44. 1 Taimanov-Botvinnik 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 9 5 5  

Black i s  planning to  free his �c8 after 
. . .  d5xc4 and then . . .  e6-e5 and his piece 
set-up 'iYe7 , ttJd? , i.c? seems to be well 
suited to the task. In the meantime White 
decides on a 'preventive' move : 

1 2.cxd51 exd5 1 3  . .l:tfe1 1 

220  

The �c8 has now been freed from the 
cage of pawns (which would also have 
been the case if White had allowed . . .  dxc4 
and then . . .  e6-e5 ) ,  but in view of the threat 
of e3 -e4 the black queen is suddenly very 
unfavourably placed. A difference to 
some examples with the Lasker formation 
(¢ Technique No. 40): here Black does not 
have sufficient control of the e4-square. 

1 3  .. :fi d8 1 4.e41 
The same move would also have followed 
after 1 3 . . .  .l:[e8 . 

1 4  ... dxe4 1 5.tiJxe4 h6, 
and now after 

1 6:tWc1 1? 
(.6..txh6) White could obtain a danger­
ous attack on the kingside . 

� 44.2 Jussupow-Balashov 
Vilnius (USSR Ch) 1 980 



Black had just played 9 . . . tbd7 intending 
1 0  . . .  dxc4 and then . . .  e6-e5 . But Jussupow 
prevents this with a prophylactic ex­
change . 

1 0.cxd51? cxd5?1 
10 • • •  exd5 was stronger,  although White 
would then have at his disposal the 
standard plan of the minority attack with 
b2-b4-b5 . 

1 1 .0-0 
In the struggle for the c-file White has 
much the better cards and so he has an 
indubitable advantage . We cast some 
light on similar situations in Technique 
No. 17  (Rubinstein ' s  exchange) . 

And now an example of the opposite : 

� 44.3 Alekhine-Capablanca 
Buenos Aires (2nd WCh game) 1 9 27  

Black is ready, after the exchange , on c3 
to play the central advance . . .  e6-e5 . For 
this plan three of his pieces ('fie 7 , .l:.eS ; 
tbd7) are perfectly placed. BU:t it is White's 
move and he could prevent his opponent' s  
idea with the prophylactic move 1 2 .ltJxd5 . 
Despite that, Alekhine did without the 
exchange on d5 and played 

1 2.0-0 
Why? 
The answer is that after 1 2.ltJxd5 exd5 
1 3 . 0-0 ltJf6 too, the black pieces are very 
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harmoniously placed - the 'iVe7 and the 
l:!.eS are on a semi-open file , whilst it is 
almost inevitable that the tbf6 will pop 
up on e4 - thus White' s  preventive 
exchange would not have brought him 
any advantage, but in any case would be 
worth considering as a valid alternative 
to the text move. 
The game continued 

1 2  ... tbxc3 1 3. �xc3 e5 1 4JUd1 
exd4 1 5.ltJxd4 tbf6 1 6  . .tf3 �g4 
1 7.�xg4 tbxg4 1 8.tbf5 'iVf6 1 9. 
'iVxf6 tbxf6 1/2- 1/2 

� 44.4 Kan-Lisitsin 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 95 5  

Black has trained three of his pieces on 
the �c4. For the moment the J:.aS is still 
passive, but it is hoping to get into the 
action qUickly, if in one way or another 
Black gets rid of the pawn. 
At first glance it is hard to offer good 
advice to White, e .g .  after the natural 
14.0eds ttJfxd5 J5 .ltJxdS ltJxd5 (perhaps 
1 5· . . 5.t>f i m  l!. 1 6 .£l.gS f6 is even stronger) 
1 6�cxd5 'tWxe2 1 7  . .!::lxe2 l:!.c7 and then 
. . J lacS Black obtains a dangerous initia­
tive , whilst 1 4.b3?  fails to 1 4  . . .  tbxe4. 
However, things continued : 

1 4.e51 dxe5 1 5.b3 
A very nice idea. Thanks to the pawn 
sacrifice e4-e5 , there is nothing stopping 
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White from playing b2-b3 and then the 
whole black set-up directed against the 
�c4 loses its raison d 'etre . Now the 
'iYa6 ,  �cS , lOb6 are unharmoniously 
placed and bad, and things are no better 
even for the l:r.aS . 
Black must now try to regroup his forces , 
but that is not so simple. 

�: ·;;{��!�ijl9M:�:�ilq�,�:�§-t:·?j 

1 5  ... lObd7 1 6  . .tb2 'ife6 1 7.l:tad1 
e4 1 B.lOcd5 lOxd5 1 9.1Oxd5 

i 9.cxd5? !  'ifa6 !  20 .'iYxa6 bxa6 2 1 .hg7 
'>itxg7 22 .lOc4 lOcS=F . 

1 9  ... �xb2 20.'i¥xb2 f5 21 .'iYa3, 
and thanks to his active pieces as well as 
the idea of fl-f3 , White has considerable 
compensation for his pawn. 

The principle of the two weaknesses 

Let us assume that the opponent already 
has one weakness - and also no dynamic 
counterplay at all - but that for the mo­
ment he is able to defend his weakness 
satisfactorily. Then it is necessary to create 
a second weakness in his camp, usually 
on the opposite wing.  
Then it becomes much more difficult for 
the defender (and in the long run usually 
impOSSible) , to defend both weaknesses 
simultaneously. In doing so the attacking 
side need have litde fear of exposing some 
weakness of his own - so long as the op­
ponent is kept busy with defence, he has 
no chance of exploiting 'weaknesses' in 
the camp of the player who is attacking. 

� 45 . 1  Shubarev-Alexandr.ov 
Russia 1 9 1 5  

222  

Here Black already has more than one 
weakness - the b6- and d6-squares are 
vulnerable. But unfortunately these 
squares are not very far from each other, 
meaning that the black king can protect 
both of them from c7 . The a6- and e6-
pawns are also worrying for him, but 
they are protected by the bishop (one of 
them is not even under attack) . And Black 
is not (yet) in zugzwang as long as he 
can play . . .  �c8-b7 -cS . 
In such cases one must try to force a 
weakness on the other wing too. 

45.lOd3 .td7 46.lOf4 g6 
Or 46 • . , i.c8 47 .lOhS , and Black must 
move the g-pawn. 

47.lOh3 
.6.lOgS . 

47 ... h6 4B.lOf4 g5 49.lOh5 .teB 
50.lOf6 .tf7 51 .lOg4 h5 52.lOe3 

. �g6 
n . . ,h4 S 3 .gxh4 gxh4 S4.lOg2 h3 
S S .lOf4+- .  

53.h41 gxh4 54.gxh4 
A further weakness has been created -
namely the �hS ! Now Black has it to 
worry about as well and that soon be­
comes too much for him. 

54 ... �e4 



Or S4 . . .  �e8 5 5 .tLlg2 �g6 5 6 .tLlf4 �f7 
5 7 .  b4, and the zugzwang decides matters. 

55.tLlf1 .i.f3 56.tLld2 �e2 57.tLlb3 
.i.g4 58.tLld4 �h3 59.tLle2 .tf5 
60.tLlf4 .i.g4 61 .b4+-

Zugzwang. Black cannot keep up the 
protection of all his weaknesses : if the 
bishop moves, the t:,e6 or the t:,h5 is 
lost; and if the king moves, the white 
monarch forces its way into the oppos­
ing position via b6 or d6 .  

� 45 .2 Alekhine-Samisch 
Baden-Baden 1 92 5  

Alekhine has a sound extra pawn which, 
moreover, is a passed pawn. However , 
converting the advantage is not so 
simple since advancing his pawn would 
leave the white king' s  position very 
, draughty' , with the danger of a perpetual 
check. Moreover, a minor piece ending 
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after the exchange of queens offers Black 
certain drawing chances since he can 
hope to be able to blockade the b-pawn . 

35 . .td31 
Before White plays his main trump card 
- the passed b2-pawn - he is intending 
to attack on the kingside; for that he re­
quires the bishop on d3 . The vulnerabili­
ty of the black king position will represent 
the second weakness, the first being the 
very existence of the passed pawn. Both 
of these together will then put too much 
of a strain on Black's  defensive skills .  

35 ... �c7 
3S . . :iVel + 3 6 .�c2 achieves nothing. 

36.g41 rJ.?f7 37.h41 ttJb6 3B.h5 1  

38 ... gxh5 
Of course this move strongly weakens the 
kingside, but otherwise after h5xg6 h7xg6 
the t:,g6 would become the problem. 

39.gxh5 �c6 40 . .i.e4 
Not 40. �xh7 'iVxf3 4 1 .�xb6?  'iVd1 + 
42.'�a2 'iVa4+ with perpetual check. 

40 ... 'iVb5 41 .h61  
Fi:X:es the t:,h7 and indubitably turns i t  
into a further weakness . 

41 ... �b3 42 . .tc2 'fVb5 43.'fVd31 
With the weakness on h7 the queenless 
endgame is an easy win. 

43 ... 'iVxd3 44.�xd3 tLlc8 
44 . . . �g8 is followed by the simple 45 . 
b4, winning - Black cannot at the same 
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time blockade White 's passed pawn and 
protect the �h7 . 

4S.i.xh7 Ci:Je7 46.<t>c1 fS 47.b4 tiJdS 
48.bS 'it>e6 49.<t>d1 <t>d6 SO.f4 
Ci:Jxf4 S1 . .txfS Ci:JdS S2 . ..te4 1 -0 

� 45 .3  Lein-Dvoretsky 
Moscow 1 9 7 3  

Black has an extra pawn, which in addi­
tion is a passed pawn; as well as that, he 
also has the bishop pair. But all the 
white pieces are centralised and active, 
which will make it difficult for Black to 
achieve the full point. How can Black 
make his advantage tell? 

44 ... hS/ 
Not so as to exchange the �g4, but to 
fix the �h3 with . . .  h5 -h4 and turn it 
into the second weakness !  

4S . .te3 
The attempt to maintain control over the 
h4-square was condemned to fail: 4S.�g3 
'it>h7 46 .�f2 g5 ! ,  and Bl�ck can still play 
. . .  h5-M. 

4S ... h41 
Now White also has worries with the 
�h3 - there is already the threat of 
46 . . .  11h2 . 

46.!Ic3 
46.t2JfS would lose on account of 46 . . .  
l:.h2 47 .�xc5 .!:[xh3 + 48 .We2 �b5 
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49 .Ci:J (�) e3 llh2+ (Dvoretsky) ,  but 
46. �gl  was probably worth a try. 

46 ... �b6 
Now 47.�gl is met with 47 . . .  .I:!.d2- + .  

47.tbfS? 
This loses practically on the spot. Ac­
cording to Dvoretsky 47 .Ci:Je2 or 47 J:!.c2 
was more tenacious . 

47 ... l:!.h2 48.tiJe7+ �h7 49.tiJxdS 
l:.xh3+ SO.<t>f4 �d8 S1 . .!:[c1 �e6 
S2.�b6 lIf3+ S3.�eS �gS S4 . 
.!:te3, 

and White resigned at the same time on 
account of S4 . . .  �xdS . 

� 45.4 Smyslov-Keres 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 95 1 

In a pawn structure like this the black 
bishop ts far superior to its counterpart, 
but is that enough for a win? - Keres 
forces the weakening of the �b3 and 
then fixes that weakness : 
. 36 ... �b1 1 37.a3 aSI 

. To allow 38 . . .  �a2 39 . ..td l a4 . 
38 . .td1 <t>g6 39.<t>g2 �fS 40.<t>f3 
'it>eS 41 .a4 gS 42.<t>e2 

White is very passive, but for the moment 
his problem child the �b3 is still not in 
danger. Black must create a second weak­
ness in the opposing camp. 

42 ... �fS I 43.g4 



There was no other choice : 43 .h4 would 
lose at once on account of 43 . . .  ..tg4+ 
44.<iitd2 ..txd l 45 .�xd l �e4 46 .�e2 
g4. But now the �h3 has been fixed and 
has clearly become the second weakness .  

43 ... ..tb1 44.�f3 f5 1 
Keres forces the �g4 to exchange on f5 
and thus creates for his bishop 'access' 
to the �h3 . 

45.gxf5 
45 .�f2 fails to 45 . . .  f4 46 .�f3 fxe3 
47 .�xe3 .te4-+ .  

4 5  ... �xf5 46.�f2 ile4 47.�g3 
�g6 48.�f2 

After 48.h4 White would have got rid of 
his weak h-pawn, but in return his oppo­
nent would get a passed pawn on the 
kingside, which can be considered the 
second weakness. The winning method 
would then look like this: 48 . . .  h5 49 .hxg5 
Wxg5 50 .�h3 .tf5+ 5 1 .�g3 M+ 52 .�g2 
�d3 5 3 .�h2 �f5 54 .cJ;;g2 (54 .�h3 
'it>e4-+) 54 . . .  h3 + !  5 5 .<iitxh3 We4-+ .  

48 ... h51 49.�g3 h4+ 
The �h3 is totally fixed. 

50 .�f2 ..tf5 51 .�g2 

Both of White's weaknesses are protected, 
but his king has to protect the �h3 and 
for that reason has only two squares at 
its disposal (g2 and h2) , whilst the .tdl 
cannot move at all on account of the 
threat of . . .  ..tf5 -c2 . In these circum-
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stances there is nothing to prevent the 
black monarch from making its way into 
the white camp. 

51 ... �f6 52.�h2 �e6 
In view of 53 .'it>g2 �e5 54.�h2 �b l 5 5 .  
�g2 �e4 5 6 .'it>f2 <iitd3 White resigned. 

� 45.5 Kan-Keres 
Moscow (USSR Ch) 1 9 5 2  

This example - in  which Keres also has 
the black pieces - is very similar to the 
previous . The �b3 is permanently weak, 
and as we already know, a second 
weakness must be created on the king­
side. 

43 ... h51  44.�f3 
44.h4 fails to 44 . . .  .te4, and White loses 
on account of zugzwang . 

44 ... h4 
Now White also has to worry about the 
fixed �h3 . 

45.'it>e3 <ot>e6 46.i.g4+ 
Thi� leads to a lost pawn ending , but 
there was in any case no way to save the 
game, e .g .  46.�f3 .tf5 47 .r.tg2 �f6 
48 .�h2 (what else?) 48 . . .  .te4 49 .�g l 
(49 . .tg4 .i.c2 -+) 49 . . .  �f5 - + .  

46 ... i.f5 47.�f3 �f6 48 . .i.xf5 
48 .'it>e3 ..txg4 49 .hxg4 g5-+ .  

48 ... �xf5 49.�e3 f6 
White resigned. 
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Chapter XI 

Practical exercises 

In most cases the main task for the reader is to work out the correct one of the 4S 
' techniques ' - once that has been done, the solution is often obvious. But be careful, 
sometimes the themes from the techniques have been slightly altered and many of 
the exercises are quite difficult. 
With few exceptions the exercises are purely strategic in nature and require hardly 
any calculation of variations - so do not pay too much attention to what your com­
puter thinks !  

1 )  How can White add more emphasis 
to the plan f2-f4? 
(solution � p. 233) 

3) How does White set the points for 
victory? 
(� p. 233) 

2 2 6  

2 )  What i s  the simplest way for Black 
to get rid of all possible dangers? 
(� p. 233) 

4) How does White fight for the initia­
tive here? 
(� p. 233) 



5) How does Black deal with the pawns 
on the queenside? 
(� p. 234) 

7) Here too we are looking for a plan 
to breathe some life into this draw­
ish looking position. (� p. 235) 

9) What is White 's  best reaction to the 
threat to his bishop? 
(� p. 235) 
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6) What can White manage in this 
position which is heading towards 
symmetry? (� p. 234) 

8) Should White play a routine move 
here, or is there something more 
pressing to take care of? (� p. 235) 

1 0) How does White make progress 
here? 
(� p. 235) 
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Techniques oEPositional Play 

.. 

1 1 ) Is there an alternative here to routine 
moves like 9 . . .  i.e7 or 9 . .  .'�c7 ?  
(� p. 236) 

.. 

1 3) How does Black increase his win­
ning chances?  
(� p. 237) 

1 5) In view of the bishops of opposite 
colours, it seems very hard to make 
the extra pawn tell, or is it? (�p. 237) 
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1 2) Which o f  his pieces can Black make 
more effective? 
(� p. 236) 

.. 

1 4) How does Black obtain some pros­
pects? 
(� p. 237) 

1 6) It would be good here if the reader 
could also mention a few variations 
after the key move. (� p. 238) 



1 7) White certainly has a more pleasant 
position, but can he find a convinc­
ing plan? (� p. 238) 

1 9) Can you see a promising continua­
tion for White? 
(� p. 239) 

2 1 )  White has a protected passed pawn 
- but how can it ever move forward? 
(� p. 239) 
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1 8) How does Black deploy his forces 
more effectively? 
(� p. 238) 

20) What is the most accurate way for 
White to continue? 
(� p. 239) 

22) How does White keep his opponent 
under maximum pressure? 
(� p. 239) 
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23)  Find a good square to which to 
deploy for the black queen ! 
(r::? p. 239) 

25)  This one is intended for recreation 
or refreshing your memory. 
(r::? p. 240) 

2 7) After 2 7  .gS  tLlhS Black could be 
satisfied. Is there anything better? 
(r::? p. 241) 
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24) Here i t  will take an artistic ma-
noeuvre. 
(r::? p. 240) 

26) An (easy?) exercise for defensive 
artists ! ? 
(r::? p. 240) 

28) How can White get some impetus 
into his play? 
(r::? p. 241) 



29) How does Black cash in on his piece 
superiority (two bishops against a 
rook) ? (c:::? p. 241) 

3 1 ) What could Black throw into the 
scales to counter-balance the pos­
sible weakness of dS ? (c:::? p. 242) 

3 3) How does Black reach a comfortable 
position? 
(c:::? p. 243) 
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30) Black would like to get his forces to 
their best positions for an attack. How? 
(c:::? p. 242) 

32) 1 7  . . .  ttJeS ? !  1 8 .i..e2 ; but what other 
moves can you suggest? 
(c:::? p. 242) 

34) How does Black breathe some coun­
terplay into his cramped looking 
position? (c:::? p. 243) 
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35 )  Are there drawing chances with cap­
turing on f4 or on e5 ? Some calcula­
tion is called for here . (� p. 243) 

36)  Time to let fly or time to manoeuv­
re? 
(� p. 244) 

3 7) Here too , as well as the correct idea 3 8) 1 3 .i.xg6 has just been played. What 
a sense of timing is required. now? 
(� p. 244) (� p. 244) 

3 9) What should White try in this posi- 40) Where is the best place for White to 
tion? attack? 
(� p. 245) (� p. 245) 
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Solutions to the exercises 

1 )  Technique No. 32, the rook lift. Here 
you should bear in mind particularly 
Example 3 2 . 3 :  

21 .l:Ia21  
The bishop i s  best placed on c l  and the 
rook is now ready for action on e2 ; if 
required also on f2 or g2 .  
The immediate 2 l . f4 exf4 2 2  . .ixf4 �d6 
23 . .ixd6 'i¥xd6 24.ttJe4 'fIIc7 would be 
weaker. 

21  .. J�abS 
2 1 . . . a4 ! ? 2 2 .M b5 (Panno) . 

22.f4 exf4 23 . .ixf4 .i.d6 24 . .i.xd6 
�xd6 25.ttJe4 �c7 26.l:!.ae21 

White has the initiative, Panno-Cifuentes, 
Argentina 1 9 S4 .  

2) Technique No. 28, evacuating the 
king. 
White is planning to bring his rooks -
and perhaps also his queen - on to the 
h-file and to transfer the knight to f5 . 
It is not clear how real the white attack 
would be after that ;  in any case the sub­
sequent king march clears away all the 
dangers: 

2S ... wgSI 29.Wg2 Wf7 1  30.l:rh1 
We71  31 J:rh5 WdSI 32.l:tdh1  weS 

Now the king is in safety, far from the 
opposing major pieces . . 

33.ttJd1 l:tef7 34.tDe3 .l:rg6 35.tDf5 
We7= 

Gufeld-Taimanov, Moscow (USSR Ch) 
1 9 69 .  
Uneventful manoeuvres continued till a 
draw was agreed on move 1 0 5 ( ! ) .  

3) Technique No. 7, paralysing rooks : 
46.ttJe31 

After this the lle4 is trapped in the middle 
of the board. White plans to bring the I;Ib3 
to the kingside and to use his two rooks 
to force Black to exchange the other 
rook, after which Black's  forces will be 
insufficient for well-organised resistance 
- of course he will not be able to count 
on the J:i.e4. With this in view, the further 
course of the game is easy to understand: 

46 ... �c7 47.We2 .1:.g5 4S.�d2 .l:[g7 
49.l:tb1 ttJfS 50 . .I:[f1 ttJh7 5 1 .�d3 
tDg5 52.l:lh6 �c6 53.l:tff6 �d7 
54J�hg6 .l:[xg6 55 . .l:[xg6 ttJf3 56. 
hif6 ttJg5 57 . .l:[fS Wc6 5S.'.1i;>e2 ttJh3 

The attempt at counterplay with 5S . . .  b5 
is parried by 5 9 .l:[cS+ Wb7 60 .higS 
ttJh3 6 1 .axb5 a4 62 .l:thS ttJg5 6 3  . .l:!.h5 
a3 64.l:th 1 +- (Ubilava) . 

59JleS+ Wd7 60.l:thS ttJg5 61 .':h5 
tDf7 62J:!.h7  weS 63.wd3 ttJg5 

This loses the �b6 ,  but in any case the 
position could not be saved, e.g. 63 . . .  ttJdS 
64 . .l:!.c7 ttJf7 65 . c4 ! +- ,  63 . . .  �e7 64. 
c4+- or 63  . . .  WfS 64.hih5 (preventing 
. . .  ttJg5) 64 . . .  <oti>g7 65 .c4 �g6 66 .l:rh1 +- .  

64Jlb7 ttJf3 65.l:txb6 ttJe1 + 66.�d2 
ttJf3+ 67.We2 ttJg1 + 6S.<oti>d3 1 -0 

Gaprindashvili-Ioseliani , Tbilisi ( S th 
match game) 1 9S 0 .  

4), . Technique No. 31, placing rooks . 
The whole back rank is free and both 
rooks should apparendy head some­
where ' towards the middle ' ,  but the 
most effective plan is to squeeze them 
both in on the left flank: 

21 .l:thb1 1 
Now both rooks are ideally placed for a 
plan involving a2-a4. 
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21 .. JiabS 
21 . . .  f6 22 . exf6 gxf6 2 3 . a4± . 

22.�c51 l:thcS 23.�d6 l:[b7 24. 
a41 tLldS 25.axb5 axb5 26.cJtd2 
f6 27.d4± tLlf7 2S.�b4 fxe5 
29.fxe5 tLlh6 30.1:[a5 tLlf5 31 .cJtd3 
96 32.�c5 l:[cbS 33 . .I:[a6 �cS 
34.cJte4 l:tcc7 35.'ittf4 

.t.Wg5-f6 . 
35 ... h6  36.We4 95 

3 6  . . .  l:rc8 3 7 .c4 b4 38 . .I:[b3 g5 , and 
39 .'�d3 ! protects the �c4, after which 
the � b4 is doomed. 

37.l:tba1  lIcS 
Next came an elegant, but in principle 
uncomplicated sacrifice : 

3SJIxe61 l:txc5 
Or 3 8  . . .  cJtxe6 3 9 .Ua6+ 'ittd7  40 .cJtxf5 
with a clearly winning position, since 
Black cannot employ his rooks actively. 

39.�xf5 Ilxc3 40.l:txh6, 
and White won in a few moves, Spassky­
Ljubojevic, Montreal 1 9 7 9 .  

5)  Technique No. S, a temporary pawn 
sacrifice : 

1 5  ... b41 
This temporary sacrifice is considerably 
stronger than 1 5  . . .  ti'xc6 1 6 . tLlfl (or 
1 6 .tLlh4) with approximate equality. 
Should White now go in for 1 6 .cxb4, 
then Black immediately recovers the 
pawn after 1 6  . . .  tLlxc6 and then . . .  tLlxb4 
and obtains a dangerous i�itiative thanks 
to his clearly more active pieces. So 
White plays a different move : 

1 6.c4 'iYxc6 1 7.b3 ttJb7 1 S.ttJf1 
tLlc5 

Pietzsch-Spassky, Varna (Olympiad) 1 962 .  
It i s  easy to  spot that the insertion of  the 
moves . . .  b5 -b4 and c3 -c4 favoured 
Black. Now the �c2 is clearly a bad 
bishop, while the ttJc5 enjoys a won-
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derful position (the opposing b-pawn 
can no longer drive it away) . 
We already saw how this game con­
tinued in ¢ Example 39. 6. 

6) Technique No. 3, the barrier f3 /e4: 
1 3.131 tLld6 1 4.cxd5 �xd5 1 5.e41 
�b7 

Here this bishop will be restricted by the 
f3 - and e4-pawns. 
Was there anything better? Let' s  check : 
a) 1 5  . . . �c4? ! was not particularly ad­
visable on account of 1 6 .tLlc6 �xe2 1 7 . 
'iYxe2 'iVd7 1 8 .b5± .  
b )  Hiarcs9 favours 1 5  . . .  tiJc4 1 6 .�xc4 
hc4 1 7 .tLlc6 'iVc7 ! ( 1 7  . . .  'iYd6 1 8 .'ifxd6 
exd6 1 9  . .txg7 Wxg7 2 0 .l:tfd l +­
Smyslov) 1 8 .�xg7 .l:[fc8 ! ( 1 8  . . .  �xfl 
1 9 .�xf8 l:hf8 2 0 .'iYa4 with an initiative 
for White) , but even then White' s  chances, 
for example after 1 9 .�b2 'iYxc6 20 .1:[£'2 
and then lld2 or 11c2 , would be prefer­
able thanks to his better bishop. 

1 6.'iYd2 l:I.cS 1 7.l:I.fd1 �eS 
1 7  . . .  tLlc4 1 8 .�xc4 lIxc4 1 9 .tLlf5 �xd2 
2 0 .tLlxe7+ Wh8 2 1 .j,xg7 +  cJtxg7 
22  . .I:[xd2 l:I.xb4 2 3 .l:!.c l (Smyslov) with 
an advantage for White. 

1 S.a4 

Smyslov-F .Olafsson, Reykjavik 1 9 74 .  In 
view of the passive position of the j,b7 
White is slightly better . 



7) Technique No. 15, file opening by 
the rook pawn. Strangely, here the 
struggle is marked by • only' the threat of 
a5xb6 - the move is never played: 

27 . .I:[aSI l:.cS 2S.a41 
White is threatening by 2 9 .a5 to force 
his opponent into . . .  b6xa5 , after which 
the a-file would be opened and the a7 -
and c6-pawns weak. 

2S ... l:.b7 29.aSI l:lcbS 
Black managed to get by without the 
unfavourable exchange on as , but his 
rooks are now passive and immobile. 
According to the 'principle of the two 
weaknesses' White must now attack on 
the other side of the board. 

30.'.tJg21 �fS 31 .hSI 
The second rook pawn then takes care of 
the file opening! 

31 . . .  �g7  32.hxgS hxgS 33.g41 
rJilf7 34.�g3 WfS 3S.f31 

After the natural 3 5 .c5 ? Black obtains 
counterplay with 3 5  . . .  l:.hS ! 3 6 .cxb6 l:[bh7 ! .  

3 S  ... exf3 3S.gxfS �xfS 
Or 3 6  . . .  gxf5 3 7 .'>i;>xf3 We7 3 S .�f4+- .  

37.�xf3 wgS 3S.l::tg 1  + �hS 39. 
We2 l:tc7 40.l:rb1  l::tcb7 41 .Wd3 
�g7 42.e4+- bS 43.cxbS l:txbS 
44.l:.xa7+ '.thS 4S.!:[xbS cxbS 
4S.aS gS 47.l:tb7 1::1aS 4S.a7 '.thS 
49.eS g4 SO.eS �gS S1 .e7 1 -0 

larsen-Boutteville, Lugano (Olympiad) 1 968 .  
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8) Technique No. 5, restricting the 
bishop . 
The prevention of . . .  c6-c5 is urgently 
required. Giving up the d5-square is of 
secondary importance compared to that ,  
as was already demonstrated in Example 
5 . S :  

1 S.cSI ttJd7 1 S  . .tc4 eS 1 7.lbgS 
l:!.e7 1 S.l:.e1 bxcS 1 9.dxcS l:!.fS 
20.l:.ad1 wg7 

20  . . .  tiJxc5 ? 2 1 .i.xf7+ +- .  
21 .b4± 

Razuvaev-Gen. Timoschenko, Polanica 
Zdroj 1 9 7 9 .  Compare the difference in 
efficacity of the two bishops !  

9) Technique No. 36, the pendulum 
manoeuvre: 
The bishop must move away, however it 
provokes in . . .  h7 -h6 a slight weakness : 

1 0.�gSI hS 
Otherwise the Ag5 would be very active. 

1 1  . .te3 eS?1 1 2.'Wd2 
The h-pawn is now causing worries, e .g .  
12 . . .  �h7 1 3 . g4 ( 1 3 .tiJg5 + ! ?  hxg5 14 . 
.txb7 .1:[bS 1 5  . ..tf3 ±) 1 3  . . .  ttJhf6 1 4 .g5 ± .  
In  the game Black decided on 

1 2  ... gS, 
which however represented a further 
weakening of the kingside . Things con­
tinued 

1 3.h41, 
after which White got a strong attack 
and quickly won the game, Alekhine­
Ibanez,. Buenos Aires 1 926 .  We already 
saw the rest of the game in Example 
3 0 . 1 on the attack down the h-file. 

1 0) Technique No. 23, exchanging 
bishops in order to weaken a complex of 
squares : 
The black queenside pawns are unable to 
control the light squares. so this task falls 
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to the .ta6 . That makes everything clear , 
doesn ' t  it? 

21 .�f1 1 �xf1 
2 1 . . .�b7 (or 2 1 . . .�c8) 2 2 .'iH2 ± .  

22.l:txf1 fS 23.'iVe2 f4 24.t2JbS 
.l:.ee8 2S.gxf4 exf4 26.�d4 lUhf6 
27.lUa7 llee8 28.'lWg2 'it>h7 29. 
.l:.ae1 lUeS 30.lUe6 'iVd7 31 .lUxeS 
bxeS 32.�e3± 

Botvinnik-Bronstein, Moscow (USSR 
Ch) 1 945 .  White has frustrated all 
attempts at counterplay, what remains 
is , e .g . , the weakness of the �aS . 

1 1 ) Technique No. 1 0, creating an im­
pregnable outpost for a piece . 

9 •.. lUeSI? 1 0.'iVe2 gSI  
This prevents £'2-f4 and thus secures the 
position of the lUeS . But not the other 
way round - 9 . . .  gS ? !  I O .i..g3 lUeS ? I I . 
�xeS with a catastrophe on the d-file . 

1 1 .�g3 �d7 1 2.h4 .l:[g8 1 3.hxgS 
hxgS 1 4.lUf3 'lWe7 

The lUeS cannot be driven off. If White 
exchanges it, the second player achieves 
control over the important d4-square 
after . . .  d6xeS , and moreover his king ' s  
bishop would then become very active . 

1 S:iWe3 �e7 1 6  . .te2 
1 6 .lUxgS lUfg4 1 7 .'iVd2 �xgS 1 8 .f4 �e7 
( 1 8 " .�h6 1 9 .J:.xh6 lUxh6 20 . fxeSoo) 
1 9 .fxeS dxeS 20 .\t>b l  O-O-O=F. ' 

1 6  ... bS 1 7.a3 .l:[b8 
With chances for both sides ( 1 8 . lUxg'S ? 
lUfg4) , Spassky-Petrosian, Moscow (USSR 
Ch) 1 95 5 .  

1 2) Technique No. 33, transferring the 
knight to the centre . 
Some of the black pieces are rather pas­
sive , and for the moment the only clear 
prospect is that open to the knight: the 
central outpost d4! So : 

2 3 6  

1 2  ... t2Jg81 
Fortunately the position is closed and 
unlikely to be opened very qUickly. Thus 
Black can spend a lot of time on his 
knight and on its long journey via g8-
e7 -c6-d4, without having to  worry too 
much about his king which has been left 
in the middle. 

1 3.0-0-0 0,e 7 1 4.0,e2 0,e6 1 S. 
'lWe3 

After this h6 is no longer under threat 
and Black can castle without challenge. 
But it is difficult to say what White could 
undertake here. I S  .c3 , to take control of 
the d4-square, would of course be pos­
sible , but it would weaken the position 
of his own king, which Black could 
immediately exploit by I S  . . .  aS ! ?  

1 S  ... 0,d4 1 6.0,fg1 0-0 1 7.0,g3 
�e6 1 8.0,1 e2 'iVd7 

Black has in mind a plan with . . .  a6-aS -a4 
(Technique No. 15!). 

1 9  . .ltxd4 
The knight was really too strong , but 
this exchange enables Black to make 
aggressive use of his central pawns: 
. . .  d6-dS and then . . .  c7-cS -c4. 

1 9  ... cxd4 20.'iVb2 as 21 .\t>d2 dS 
22.f3 'iYe7 23J:tdf1 W'b4+ 24. 
\t>d1 a4 2S . .l::rh2 eS 26.lUe1 e4, 

and Black won, Anderssen-Steinitz, 
Vienna 1 8 7 3 .  



1 3) Technique No. 45, principle of the 
two weaknesses, at the same time the 
'wave-breaker ' (¢ Technique No. 16)  is 
avoided. 
Black has a sound extra pawn, but it is 
anything but simple to convert it. If it 
were White ' s  move , he could set up a 
wave-breaker by means of h2-h4. After 
that the white king goes to f1 , so as to 
take part in the struggle against the 
passed d-pawn. 

52 ... g5 1  
Black prevents h2-h4 and in  doing so 
marks out the �h2 as a second weakness 
(the first white weakness is of course the 
opposing passed pawn) . If the white 
king now approaches the opposing d­
pawn, his h-pawn would remain un­
defended. 

53.h3 
Dvoretsky criticises this move because it 
weakens the white pawn structure. But 
on the other hand, Black would other­
wise gain more space on the kingside 
with . . .  g5 -g4, after which the idea of 
. . .  h7 -h5 -h4-h3 with the creation of the 
'potential passed pawn' (¢ Technique 
No. 14) would also enter the realms of 
the possible. 

53 ... h5 54.'iWf3 �h6 55.'iWaS ..wf6 
56.Vi'fS+ wh7 57.'iWaS 'iWf5 5S. 
Vi'a7 d5 

The time has come ! 
S9.�h2 

of course the king would like to go via 
f1 to e2 , but it cannot leave its h-pawn 
in the lurch ! 

59 ... �g6 60:iVd4? 
This unsuccessful blockading move al­
lows Black to decide the game quickly 
with a little trick. But in the long run the 
white position could hardly be saved 
anyway, because the passed d-pawn can 
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probably not be stopped without the 
cooperation of the king. 

60 .. . h41 
Now 6 1 .gxh4 is followed by the riposte 
(which was probably overlooked by 
White) 6 1 . . .'ii'f4+ 62 .'Wxf4 gxf4 
6 3 .'it>g2  d4 winning, e .g .  64.�f3 d3 ! .  

61 .'iWb6+ 'Wf6 62:ii'e3 hxg3+ 
63.fxg3 Vi'b2+ 64.'Jilg1  Vi'b1 + 65. 
cJtf2 Vi'f5+ 66.'it'g1 Vi'xh3 0-1 

This would prove that the �h3 was 
actually weak! Iljinski-Dvoretsky, Alma­
Ata 1 9 7 6 .  

1 4) Technique No. I I, blasting open 
outposts . Black puts a different complex­
ion on his game by forcing the �d4 to 
advance and thus seizing the 'permanent' 
c5-square for his knight : 

1 3  ... eSI 1 4.d5 ttJaS 1 5.l:!.c1 ttJd7 
1 6.�d2? 

Why does White allow the exchange of 
his good bishop? 

1 6  ... ttJb3 1 7J::[c3 ttJxd2 1 s:ii'xd2 
g6 1 9.0-0 ttJcS, 

and Black ' s  chances are obviously 
preferable, Averbakh-Matanovic, Rij eka 
(Yugoslavia-USSR) 1 963 . 

1 5) Technique No.9, the ' simulated' 
exchange makes the task easier : 

43.f5! gxf5 44.g5 1  
But not 44.gxf5 ?  ttJe7 4S .ttJxe7 Wxe7 ,  
and Black saves the draw on  account of 
bishops of opposite colours . 

44 ... i.c6 
44 . . .  ttJe7 is now followed by 4S .ttJxb6+-. 

45.g6+ �eS 
45 . . .  'it'g8 46 .ttJf6+ +- .  

46.ttJf6+ �dS 47 . .i.g51  'it'c7 
4S.g7 ttJe7 49 . .i.f4+1 +-

There is nothing to be done against 
5 0 .�d6 , Shevchek-Henter. USSR 1 9 84. 
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1 6) Technique No. 1 4, the potential 
passed pawn. Here it does not have to be 
first created, but it is about making its 
strength count with tactical points 
(4 1 .eS ! ,  43 . .tf4! , 4S .i.xg6 ! ,  47 . ..th4! ) : 

41 .e51 i.xb5+? 
This loses quickly. 4 1  . . .  dxeS ? 42 .�xg6 !  
tbxa4 43 .tba7 +- was just  a s  bad. 
The only possibility of putting up any 
resistance consisted of 4 1 .  .. 4Je41 42. 
exd6+ (42 .tbxd6 ! ?) ,  and now not 
42 . . .  tbxd6? (in the event of 42 . . .  �xd6? !  
43 .tbxd6 �xd6 H.aS too , Black ' s  situa­
tion is difficult) 43 .tbxd6 �xd6 H.i.xg6 
hxg6 4S . .td4 ! eS 46 .h7 +- ,  but 42 .. . 
<itd7 1 ,  although in the long run Black's  
chances of survival would tend to be slim. 

42.axb5 i.c3 43.i.f41 

Almost like a study. It is made as hard as 
possible for the black bishop to exert any 
control over the a 1 -h8 diagonal and in 
some lines the passed pawn on bS ,  which 
seems under control for n�w, becomes a 
powerful force too. This is also because 
the tbcs becomes a tactical liability . 

43 ... dxe5 44.�d2 �d4 
H . . .  �xd2 4S .,.itxd2 e4 46 .We3 rJtd6 47 .  
�xe4 winning, H . . .  �b2 4S .�h4 rJtd6 
46 . .txg6 !  hxg6 47 .h7  e4 48 .b6+-.  

45.�xg61  hxg6 46.h7 e4 47.�b41 
The final point, based on the motif we 
have just seen, the overloading of the black 
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king after 4 7  . . .  Wd6 48 .b6 ! .  47 .i.e3 also 
won. After 47 .�b4 Black resigned, 
Matulovic-Vilela, Sombor 1 9 7 8 .  

1 7) Technique No. 28, the evacuation of 
the king. White has an advantage in space 
on the kingside - the idea now comes to 
start an attack there with g3-g4, £'2-f4. 
But, before doing so, Petrosian transfers 
his king to the other half of the board. 

34.�e1 1? tbd5 35.Vi'b5 tLlf6 36. 
�d1 tbd5 37 . .te5 tbe7 38.g4 tLlc6 

3 8  . .  J:k6 ! ?  
39.i.g3 tba7 40.Vi'b3 tLlc6 

40 . . .  'iVe8 ! ?  
41 .�c1 I:re4 42.f3 I:re3 43.'it>b1 
tbe7?1 44.�h41 Vi'd6 45.i.xe7! 
l:lxe7 46.l:tc8+ �h7 47.1:[18 'iic7 

Or 47 . . .  Vi'f6 48 .f4 with an attack. 
48.f41 

Without making any obvious errors, 
Black has got into a difficult situation. 
Now he does in fact commit an error . 

. 48 ... �c5? 
48 . . .  g6  49 .hxg6+ Wxg6 S O .tLleS+ 'it>g7 
S I .'ua8± .  

49.Vi'd5 l:te51? 50J:txf71 1 -0 
Petrosian-Peters , Lone Pine 1 9 7 6 .  

1 8) Technique No. 39, Smyslov's battery : 
1 3  ... i.c61 

Intending . . .  'iVb7 and/or . . .  b6-bS . 



1 4.i.d3 b5 1 5.axb5 axb5 1 6. 
l:xaB l:baB 

This threatens 1 7  . . .  c4 and then . . .  tDc5 , 
. . .  'iVb7 .  

1 7.c4 b4 1 B.tDf1 'iYb7 1 9  . ..tg5 
..td6 20.�h4 �c7 21 .tDe3 b3 
22.'iVd1 1:[a2 

Black has the initiative, Wahls-Renet, 
Dortmund 1 98 9 .  

1 9) Technique No. 19, Karpov's file 
blocking helps with progress here : 

23.�c71 
The bishop screens the file and enables 
the doubling of the rooks in its shadow. 

23 ... l:teB 24.l:tc2 tDfB 25.h5 'iVa4 
26.l:tdc1 i.xd4? 

2 6  . . .  tDd7 2 7 .�f4 1:1xc2 2 8 .'iVxc2 'li'xc2 
29 . .:txc2 with a clear advantage - espe­
cially thanks to the mastery of the c-file . 

27.tDxd4 'li'xd4 2B . ..txb61  axb6 
29.�xcB+-

Ilic-Ciric, Bern 1 99 0 .  

2 0 )  Black is hoping t o  obtain counterplay 
on the kingside by . . .  h5 -h4. Somewhat 
surprisingly we have here Technique 
No. 2 1, the padlock: 

20.h31 
So as to reply to . . .  h5 -h4 with g3 -g4. 
Black now has no prospects of any 
counterplay, and White has peace to 
devote himself to the development of his 
initiative on the queenside . . 

. 

20 ... 0-0 21 .tDd3 tDb6 22.b3 �b7 23. 
..te3 l:!.fcB 24.1:1a5 tDbd7 25.1:1fa1 ± 

Smyslov-Matanovic, Biel (Interzonal 
tournament) 1 9 7 6 .  

2 1 )  Here Technique No. 14 helps, the 
creation of a potential passed pawn! 
Thanks to its power White can even at 
the end allow the black d-pawn to run on: 
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51 .h41 �b6 
5 l . . .d5 5 2 .exd5 <it>xd5 (5 2 . . .exd5 5 3 .Wf3 
<it>d6 54 .We3 We5 5 5 .<it>d3 �e6 5 6 .�d4 
<it>d6 5 7 .b6 �c6 5 8 .�e5 +-) 53 .h5 �e5 
54 .h6 '.itd5 5 5 .�f4 �d6 5 6 .�e4 Wd7 
5 7 .<it>d3 <it>c7 5 8 . '.itc4 Wb6 5 9 .Wd4 �c7 
60 .<it>c5 <it>b7 6 1 .�d6 Wb6 62 .We7 +-.  

52.h51 �c5 
5 2 . . .gxh5 + 5 3 .<it>xh5 <it>c7 54.�h6 d5 
5 5 .Wxh7+- .  

53.h6 1  wb6 54.<it>f4 �c5 55.�e3 
�b6 56.'.itd4 wb7 

It is not yet clear how White is  to break 
through. First he grants his opponent a 
protected passed pawn too -

57.e51 d5 5B.Wc5 �c71 59.b6+ 
�b7 60.'.itd6I ,  

and even allows it to march through to 
queen. Black promotes two moves ear­
lier - but that is of absolutely no use to 
him, since the white king finds shelter 
in front of its advanced pawn and finally 
the 'potential passed pawn' becomes a 
decisive trump card in the queen ending : 

60 ... d4 61 .�e7 d3 62.Wxf7 d2 
63.'�gB d1 'i1V 64.f7 'ti'xa4 65.fB'i1V 
'i'b3 66.<it>xh7 1 -0 

Nedeljkovic-Volpert, Belgrade (Yugosla­
via-USSR) 1 96 1 .  

22) Technique No. 26, White leaves his 
opponent with superfluous pieces : 

20.tDd31± 
Maroczy-Siichting ,  Barmen 1 90 5 .  
Black has a very . cramped position - his 
pieces have hardly any breathing space . 
For that reason White avoids unneces­
sary piece exchanges. 

23) A pretty example of Technique No. 41, 
the manoeuvre . . .  'i1Vb8-a7 ! 
Here many players would sooner or later 
put the queen on e7 ,  but that would leave 
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Black in a passive situation. In order to 
spot the attractive alternative, you require 
a good measure of positional vision : 

1 2  ... aSI 1 3.93 �d7 1 4.'iVd2 'iYbSI 
1 S.c4 'iVa7 1  

From here the queen controls the a7 - g  1 
diagonal and can after this be brought to 
the even more active post cS . 

1 6.ttJfS .txfS 1 7.exfS ttJfS 1 S.ttJc3 
ttJSd7 1 9.0-0-0 'fHcS 

Now White has to reckon with . . .  ttJd7-b6 .  
20.ttJa4 'il'b41 21 .'iYxb4 axb4 

After this exchange of queens the !3.a2 is 
weak. 

22.b3 l:!.aS 23.�b2 �e7 24J::f.he1 
,UhaS 2S.'ua1 �fS 26 . .te4 �e7 
27 . .:ted1 ttJxe4 2S.fxe4 ttJf6 

Black determines the course of the game, 
Camara-Rossetto , Mar del Plata 1 96 1 .  

24) Technique No. 33, transferri;ng the 
knight to the centre . 
In Example 17. 3  we somewhat skimmed 
over this phase of the game 'with the sub­
tle changing of positions of i../ttJ.  The 
problem piece is obviously the one on a2 : 

1 9.ttJb41 as 20.i..bSI ttJd7 21 . 
ttJd31 'fJe7 22.i..h2 1  .:IcS 23.nxcS 
..txcS 24.Il.c1 .tb7 2S.ttJeS 

The knight has reached its dream central 
square - even if this only means that it 
finishes with the bishop occupying it : 
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2S ... ttJxeS 26 . .txeS± 
Taimanov-Terpugov, Moscow (USSR 
Ch) 1 9 S 1 .  The rest - as well as the 
prehistory of the position - was seen as 
we mentioned as Example 17. 3. 

25) Technique No. 40, Lasker's formation: 
1 2  ... 'lWe71 

Aiming at the !3.a3 and preparing . . .  e6-eS . 
1 3.cxdS?! 

1 3 .a4 eS ! 1 4 .dxeS ttJxeS 1 S .ttJxeS .txeS 
with good play for Black. 

1 3  ... exdS 
With the exchange on dS White has 
prevented the said advance . . .  e6-eS , but 
in retum the 'iVe7 and the !:te8 have be­
come active on the semi-open e-file and 
the e4-square becomes a lovely outpost 
square for the ttJf6 .  

1 4.�b2 l:[adS 
1 4  . . .  ttJe4 ! ?  

1 S.'fic2 
1 S .ttJh4! ? 

1 S ... ttJe4 1 6. 'iVb3 
1 6 .a4 fS ! ?  

1 6  ... ttJdf6 
Black is already threatening . . .  ttJg4 and 
has a strong initiative; Gofshtein-S.Salov, 
Beltsy 1 9 7 9 .  

26) Techni,que No. 1 6  was required here 
- Black had to play 42 . . . hS I immediately 
to set up a wave-breaker on the kingside . 
Then he would be left with just the one 
wea,kness on c6 .  and should be able to 
hold the position without too many 
problems . Instead, he makes a natural 
but superficial move. 

42 ... 'i£(f6? 
42 . . .cS ? 43 .dxcS �xcS 44.l:laS would 
give White good winning chances with 
4: 3 pawns on the kingside and a bishop 
against a knight. 



43.g41 1  
This prevents the setting up of the for­
mation f7 -g6-hS , and the black h-pawn 
now becomes the second weakness. 

43 ... �e6 44.Wg2 .!:rb7 45.J:r.eS+ 
.l::[e7 46.J:.hS f6 47.h4± 

Kotov-Pachman, Venice 1 95 0 .  
Black now has to take care o f  both his 
weaknesses on c6 and h7  - a difficult 
task which in the long run Pachman was 
not up to. Kotov won after 69 moves. 

2 7) Yes ! - thanks to Technique No. 9, 
the simulated pawn exchange : 

27.h51 gxh5 2S.g5 tbgS 
28 . . .  .!:rg7 2 9J;[e 1 +  <iiff8 (29  . . .  Wd8 ? 
3 0 .tbe6+ +-) 3 0 .Ihd7 �xd7 ( 30  . . .  
tbxd7 ?  3 1 .tbe6+ <iiff7 3 V 1Jxg7 tbcs 
3 3 .i.fS Wxg7 3 4.l:ie7 + +-) 3 1 . gxf6 
Wf7 3 2 .�e6±. 

29 . .I![7c5 h6 30.gxh6 tbxh6 31 . 
l:txd5± l:!.e3 32.�g6+ wdS 33. 
.l::[xh5 tbgS 34.l::thS W�7 35.l:!.h7+ 
Wd6 36.l:!.d1 1 -0 

Ivanchuk-Ruzele, Kramatorsk 1 98 9 .  

2 8 )  Technique No. 8 helps, especially 
remembering Example 8. 5. 
White ' s  plan consists of b2-b4 and then 
b4-bS or tba4-cS with an initiative on 
the queenside . However, the natural 1 6 . 
l:tab 1 is followed by 1 6  . . .  aS and White 
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would have to play a2-a3 in order to get 
in b2-b4. But the consequence of this 
would be the exchange of the a-pawn, 
which, as has been recognised for a long 
time , considerably lessens White' s  
chances of  success in this pawn structure 
- for example, in the event of b2-b4, 
. . .  aSxb4, a3xb4 and then b4-bS , bSxc6 , 
. . .  b 7xc6 Black would only have one sin­
gle weakness on c6 to defend (no second 
weakness on a 7 ! ) ,  and moreover after 
the exchange of pawns the black rook 
could become very active on the a-file. 
But Tal chooses a better move : 

1 6.b41 
The immediate advance is also possible ! 
It is not a good idea for Black to take this 
pawn, e .g .  1 6  . . .  �xb4 1 7 .J:r.fb l ( 1 7 .J:.ab l 
is weaker : 1 7  . . .  �e7 1 8 .'iVb3 as) 1 7  . . .  
'ii'e7 1 8 .�b3 a s  1 9 .a3 .id6 20 .�xb7 
.ixa3 2 1 .'iVxc6,  and a serious weakness 
has arisen on dS . 
Next came 

1 6  ... .id6 1 7  . .l::[ab1 
(there is nothing against this move now) 

1 7  ... .ixg3 1 S.hxg3 a6 1 9.tbc5 
l:ie7 20.a4 

with a strong initiative , which Tal trans­
formed into the full point; Tal-Savon, 
Baku (USSR Ch) 1 9 7 2 .  

29) Once more Black 's  powerful pieces 
are aiming into thin air, but Technique 
No. 30 - the attack down the h-file -
ch�ges this : 

3S ... h51  39.J:r.c1 
After 3 9 .gxhS then 39 . . .  �3 + 40.'iVxh3 
.:I.g 1 +  4 1 .<iifxg l 'Wxh3 42 Jhd6= might 
achieve nothing, but 3 9  . . .  i.fS ! is decisive. 

39 ... hxg4 40.hxg4 J:la5 
Or immediately 40 . . .  l:!.a8 .6. . . .  .:I.h8 -h4. 

41 .Wg1 l::taSI 42.'iVg2 g5 43.f3 
'!:[hS 44 . .!:r1 c2 J:r.h4 45.'iVf1 'WdS 
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46.'i'a6 'iVh8 47.'�f1 l:th1 + 48. 
We2 �b4 0-1 

Lautier-Schussler , Haifa 1 9 8 9  (European 
Team Ch) . The closing position clearly 
illustrates the effect of . . .  h7 -15 . 

30) Technique No. 31, placing rooks. 
In the game Kopylov-Tolush, Leningrad 
1 95 0 ,  Black decided on 1 4  . . .  .t:I.hg8 .  
But far more threatening for White was 

1 4  ... l:tdg8I, 
after which Black also has available a 
plan with . . .  h7-h5 -14. 
The perfect counterpart to practical 
exerdse 4 with 2 1 .  J:[hb l ! ; here the rooks 
are squeezed into the top right hand 
corner of the board so as to support the 
advance of the rook pawn. 

3 1 ) Technique No. 35, a good square 
for the queen : a4! Very much like in 
Examples 35. 4 and 35.5 the pressure 
against a2 neutralises the potential wecik­
ness of the IQP on d5 : 

1 7  ... 'i'a41 
The attack on a2 forces White to post 
either the lLlb3 or the J:[d l passively, 
whereas the black queen feels much more 
at home on a4 as previously on d7 .  

1 8.lLlc1 lLlxg3 1 9.1i'xg3 lie6 
20.�d4 Ylc7 2 1 .'iVg5 h6 22.'i'f5 
.uce8 23.g3 
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After H. hf6?? (or even 2 3 .a3 ? ?) the 
black queen could immediately demon­
strate the advantages of its position : 
2 3  . . .  'MVxd l ! H.l:lxd l %le I + followed by 
mate. 
H.b3 , so as to drive away the black lady 
from a4, would weaken the �c3 , which, 
for example, in the variation 23 . . .  'iVc6 
H.�xf6 ? !  l:.xf6 2 5 .�xd5 'li'xc3 26 .  
'iYxb7 �b6 !  with a strong initiative, 
would make itself felt .  
But there was the very interesting 23. 
t2Jd3 !?  'iVxa2 H.Ylxf6 gxf6 (H . . .  :.xf6 ? 
2 5 .'iVd7 +-) 2 5 .:a l \\1ic4 26Jha7 ,  and 
in this position, which is so hard to 
evaluate, Black's activity does not perhaps 
fully compensate for the pawn weak­
nesses. 

23 ... �e5 24.�xe5 lixe5 25.'iVf3 
l:le4 26.a3 

White finally frees his knight from the 
task of defending the a-pawn, but weak­
ens the b3 -square. 

26 ... b6 27.ttJd3 'iVb3 28 . .t:I.d2 d41 
29.lLlc1 'i'c4 30.l::txd4 lixd4 31 . 
cxd4 'iVxd4 32.b4 l:!.c8 

Sherzer-Dizdar, Saint John 1 9 8 8 .  
Black has resolved his pawn weakness, 
but confrrmed his more active position. 

32) An unobtrusive variation of Tech­
nique No. 4 with the bishop cage! 

1 7  ... �xc31 1 8.bxc3 
After 1 8.'fi'xc3 lLlxg5 1 9  . ..tg2 lLle4 
. yY.hite does not have enough compen­
sation for the missing pawn. But now 
the �e3 is in the cage made by its own 
pawns on c3 and g5 . All that it is to 
hope for is that later it could become 
useful on f4, but Black does not give it 
that opportunity. 

1 8  ... lLle5 1 9.Yle2 �d7 20.wh2 
'iff51 



21 .f4 
As 2 1..� f4 would run into 2 1 . . .lLlxc4! 22 .  
�xc4 ne4 23 .�xd6 1hc4 24.f4 11d8-+ .  
2 l .f3 ! ? (otherwise . . .  lLlf3 + i s  unpleas-
ant) 2 1  . . .  l:[e7 t. . . . l:tae8 .  

21  ... 'iVe41 22.,Uae1 lLlxc4 23. 
�xc4 'i¥xc4 24.�f2 

24.f5 lle5 -+ .  
24 ... lLlfS=F 

Lputian-Gufeld, Moscow 1 98 3 .  

3 3 )  Technique No. 39, Smyslov's  battery : 
1 9  ... 'i¥d7 20.�b2 lLla4 

Mainly the move . . .  'iVd7-b7 is about 
putting pressure on e4, but this little 
side effect (the a4-square ! )  is not to be 
despised either . 

21  J::tc1 lLlxb2 22.'i¥c2 l:[ecS 
23.'iWxb2 'i!Vb7 24.�c2 lLld7 
2S.i.b3 lLlf6 26.�c2 as, 

and Black got the initiative, Zapata­
Granda Zuniga, New York 1 9 8 8 .  . 

34) Technique No. 1 , the rook pawn re­
stricts the knight: 

1 1  . . . hSI? 
Unsettles the lLlg3 and gains space on 
the kingside. 

1 2.i.e2 h4 1 3.lLlf1 lLld7 
With ideas like . . .  lLlc5 , . . .  lLld4 or . . .  f7 -f5 . 
Another good move was 1 3  . . .  a5 1 4 .lLle3 
( 1 4. 0-0-0 a4 1 5 .lLlxa4 l:[xa4!gg) 14 . . .  �h6 ,  
Azmaiparashvili -Vasiukov, Volgodonsk 

Chapter Xl - Solutions to the exerdses 

1 98 1 .  The idea of pinning the ttJf1 -e3 by 
. . .  �h6 underlines the fact that the king 's  
knight has only bad squares to go to . 

1 4.lLldS .ixb2 1 S. �xb2 a5 1 6. 
lLlfe3 lLlb4 

White has an advantage in space and is 
controlling the long diagonal , but now 
his main handicap is the bad bishop. 

1 7.l:I.d1 �xdS 1 S.ttJxdS ttJxdS 
1 9.Uxd5 

After this the game peters out. After 1 9 .  
cxd5 �g5 Black would b e  pretty active . 

1 9  . . .  lLlf6 20.l::[d 1  ttJh5 21 .'iVd2 
'iVf6 22.0-0 lLlf4 

Now it is White who has to strive for 
equality : 

23.g3 hxg3 24.hxg3 lLlxe2+ 
24 . . .  lLle6? !  25 .�g2 would just help White. 

2S.'iVxe2 11feS 26.�g2 �g7 1/2- 1/2 
Kouatly-Fedorowicz, Brussels 1 9 8 7 .  

3 5 )  Following Exerdse No. 21 ,  further 
proof of the strength of the potential 
passed pawn in a pawn ending !  -

Technique No. 14. 
The position derives from Example 
14. 1 6, where to be honest we simply 
skimmed over this position in silence. 
There, in the game Noradounghian­
A.Nielsen, 39 ... ,lhf4 led to a slow de­
cline. Let us ' check whether the pawn end-

, ing offered chances of saving the game : 
39 ... .t1xe5 40.fxeS �cS 
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The tempting 4 1 .b4+? does force the 
breakthrough as far as the barrier on h7 , 
but at the same time shows one disad­
vantage of the potential passed pawn: 
4 l . . .axb4 42.cxb4+ �xb4 43 .Wd4 �b3 ! !  
44. WxdS Wc3 4S .e6  (45 . 'it>d6 Wd4 
46 .We7 <Ji>xeS 47 .Wxf7 WfS 48 .Wg7  
<Ji>e6 ! ends up the same way) 4S  . .  .fxe6+ 
46.Wxe6 Wd4 47 .'it>f6 WdS 48 .Wg7 �e6 
49.  'it>xh7 Wf7 and a draw on account of 
the boxing in of the king . So: 

41 .b31 wb6 42.'it>d4 Wc6 43.c4 
dxc4 44.Wxc4 wb6 45/.td5 Wb5 
46.<iitd6  <iitb4 47.We7 Wxb3 
48.<Ji>xf7 a4 49.e6 a3 50.e7 a2 
51 .e8'fV a1 'fV 52.Wg8+-

In the queen ending the strength of the 
potential passed pawn comes to the fore 
- it offers shelter from checks and allows 
the risk-free winning of the pawns on 
h7 and g6 .  
So in the initial position, Black had no 
satisfactory continuation anyway. 

36) Technique No. 20, the Blackburne 
battering ram, stands for brute force : 

33.ttJxc61+-
3 3 .ttJd3 ± .  

3 3  ... �xc6 34J:txc6 ttJxc6 35.l:l:xc6 
ttJe7 36.e6 

Or even 3 6 .�xe7 'iYxe7 3 7  . ..ixdS + Wh8 
3 8 .�e6 and then d4-dS . 
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36 ... ""'g6 37.r1c7 l:[xc7 38.'i¥xc7 
:re8 39.'i¥xb6 

with a clearly winning position. 
This exercise also clears up what would 
have happened if in Example 20. 1, Black­
burne-Rosenthal, Black had played . . .  a6-
as on move 3 2 . We had already explained 
there the consequences of 3 1 . . .  as ( 3 2 .  
ttJxdS ! )  and 3 3  . . .  aS (34 .e6 ! ) .  

3 7) Technique No. 1 1 , blasting open 
outposts : 

1 3.g41 fxg4 
Otherwise g4xfS is played and then .tfl ­
h3 and l:lh l -g l ,  e .g .  1 3  . . .  b6 1 4. gxfS 
exfS I S .�h3 ILf8 1 6 .ILhg l with a strong 
initiative. 

1 4.ttJe4 
Also 1 4.h3 carne into consideration. 
Now the mastery of the e4-square to­
gether with the active positioning of 
White' s  pieces promise him the better 
chances despite his being a pawn down, 
e .g . : 

1 4  ... b6 
1 4  . . .  hS I S .h3 gxh3 1 6 . ..txh3 lIh6 1 7 . 
l::thg l b6 1 8 .I:.g7± .  

1 5.h3 gxh3 1 6  . .txh3 wb7 1 7. 
.txe6 

White has recovered his pawn and 
claimed the initiative. The threat of �dS 
is very unpleasant. 
in the game Gheorghiu-Titov, Moscow 
1 98 9 ,  however, White missed the 
mOIpent . and after 1 3  . ..te2? 1  b6 1 4�g4 
(bad timing) 1 4  . . .  �b7 I S .h4 h6 1 6 . 
gxfS exfS 1 7  . .thS lIaf8 YZ_ I/Z Black had 
consolidated. 

3 8) Obviously Technique No. 29. 
1 3  ... fxg6 1  

The correct decision! 



Unlike some of the examples in Tech­
nique No. 29 Black may not obtain play 
on the f-file , but he avoids the attacking 
set-up tLlf3-gS , 'ife2-g4-M after 1 3  . . .  

hxg6? !  and can later make use of the 
hiding place for the king on h7 . 

1 4.�d2 �e7 1 5.'iVe4 tLlf8 1 S.a5 
l:tc8 1 7Jtfc1 as 1 8.'iVg4 hS 1 9. 
tLle4 'iVd7 1 20.h4 �ed8 

The black king feels very safe behind the 
wall of g 7 ,  g6 ,  h6 ,  and the e6- and g6-
pawns are safely protected by the tLlf8 .  
Despite his more active position Spassky 
was unable to achieve anything here. 

21 .l:tc4 'iVe8 22.:ac1 .!::[c7 23. 
tLlg3 'ii'f7 24.tLle1 llcd7 25.tLlf3 
':c7 2S.'iVe4 ':cd7 27.'iVg4 1/2-1/2 

Spassky-Petrosian, Moscow (7 th WCh 
game) 1 9 69 .  

39) Technique No. 13, Prophylaxis 
against the King ' s  Indian pawn attack, 
Botvinnik' s  first method: exfS gxfS f4 ! 
- here even as a (harmless) pawn sacri­
fice : 

1 8.exf5 gxf5 
After 1 8  . .  .'iVxfS;!;; Black would be giving 
up all hopes of attacking on the king­
side; nevertheless it was the lesser evil. 

1 9.f4 1 

• •  

Chapter XI - Solutions to the exerdses 

1 9  ... exf4 
With this move Black surrenders control 
of the d4-square, in addition his pawn 
structure is now hardly a sight for sore 
eyes - the �f4 is not destined to survive 
for long and after it falls White will turn 
his attention to the �fS .  
1 9  . . .  'if g6 would in any case be n o  better 
either on account of 20 .fxeS dxeS 2 1 .d6±. 

20.tLlb5! tLlg4 21 .'iVd2 tLle3 22. 
.l:[f2 llfS 23.tLld4 l:te8 24.tLleS± 

Gavrikov-Kuksov, USSR 1 9 7 7 .  

40) Technique No. 30, White attacks 
down the h-file : 

23.h41 tLld5 24.h51 tLlfS 25.hxgS 
hxgS 2S.�f3 tLlxe4 27 . .ixe4 .ifS 
28.'ii'f3 �g7 29.tLle5, 

and on account of his compromised 
king position Black is in great difficul­
ties, Dautov-Lautier, Moscow 1 9 89 .  

Dear readers, 
in . this book you have been fed a whole 
heap of strategic knowledge. It would 
give me great pleasure if after the study 
of this book your future games gained in 
depth and farsightedness !  
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Openings and types of positions 

The games are listed here insofar as  the starting position still allows a possible identi­
fkation with the actual opening. 
In brackets the page number, Ex. = practical exercise in Chapter XI. 

Benoni Defence (Schnrld-Benoni, Old Benoni etc.) . 1 . 9 (p. 1 4) 8 . 1 (50) 1 3 . 7  (75)  
Bogo-Indian Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 5 . 3  ( 1 9 0) 
Caro-Kann Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 . 6 ( 1 3 ) 1 1 . 6  (64) 29 . 9  ( 1 6 1 )  29 . 1 1 ( 1 62) 

3 0 . 3  ( 1 65)  3 0 . 6  ( 1 69)  3 2 . 1 2  ( 1 82 )  3 9 . 5  (20 7) 
Catalan Opening . .  3 . 2  (23) 5 . 8  ( 38 )  2 1 . 6 ( 1 23) 22 . 3  ( 1 2 8) 34 .2 ( 1 88)  Ex. 1 9  (2 29) 
Dutch Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9 .4 ( 1 1 7 ) 3 3 . 3  ( 1 8 5 )  Ex. 22  (229)  
English Opening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 . 7  (2 6) 1 5 . 7  ( 1 00)  1 5 . 9 ( 1 0 1 )  2 3 . 3  ( 1 3 1 ) 

1 . . .  e5 1 0 . 1  (58)  1 2 . 2  (68) 1 2 . 5  (69) 1 3 . 3 (7 1 )  1 8 . 7  ( 1 1 5 ) 20 .4  ( 1 20) 2 6 .2 ( 1 3 9) 
Symmetrical Variation 1 . . .  c5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 1 0  ( 1 5) 3 . 9  (27)  8 . 4  (5 1 )  1 0 . 3  (5 9) 

3 0 . 1 0  ( 1 69) 3 1 .4 ( 1 7 2) 3 1 . 1 0  ( 1 7 6) 3 2 . 6  ( 1 80 )  3 3 . 7  ( 1 8 7) 3 8 . 3  (203 )  
French Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 . 8  (5 6) 

Tarrasch Variation 3 .lbci2 c5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 . 1 0  ( 39 )  24 .3  ( 1 3 3 )  29 . 2  ( 1 5 6) 
3 5 . 2 ( 1 90) 3 5 .4 ( 1 9 1 )  3 5 . 5  ( 1 92)  Ex. 3 1  (23 1 )  

Advance Variation 3 .e5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 . 3  ( 1 1 3 ) 2 9 . 5  ( 1 5 8) 3 6 .4 ( 1 94) 
Winawer Variation 3 .lLlc3 .tb4 . 2 0 . 2  ( 1 1 9) 2 8 . 1 ( 1 44) 2 8 . 8  ( 1 47)  3 1 . 8 ( 1 74) 

Griinfeld Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 . 2 (6 1 )  1 8 . 2  ( 1 1 3 ) 3 1 . 6 ( 1 7 3 )  3 7 . 7  (200)  
Italian Opening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 .4 ( 1 5 7 ) 
King's Indian Attack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 3 . 1 4 ( 79) 1 4. 3  (84) 1 4. 8  (87 )  

1 5 . 1 0  ( 1 02)  3 0 .4 ( 1 6 6) 32 . 5  ( 1 7 9) 
King's Indian Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 2 ( 1 0) 4 . 3  (29) 4 .4 (3 0) 1 5 . 5  (99) Ex. 3 2  (23 1 )  

Classical 0£3/ .te2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4. 1 (28)  4. 2 (29) 1 3 . 5  ( 7 3 )  1 3 . 6  (74) 
1 3 . 8  ( 75 )  1 3 . 1 0  ( 7 6) 1 3 . 1 2  ( 78 )  2 1 . 1  ( 1 2 1 )  2 1 . 3 ( 1 22)  

2 3 .4 ( 1 3 1 ) 3 0 . 7  ( 1 68)  4 1 . 3 (2 1 3 ) Ex .  2 (2 26) Ex. 39  (2 3 2) 
with g3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .1 2 . 3  (68) 1 3 .4  (72)  1 3 . 9  ( 7 5 )  1 3 . 1 1 (7 7) 1 5 .4 (98)  

1 8 .4 ( 1 1 3 ) 2 6 . 1 ( 1 3 8) 3 3 . 2  ( 1 84) 4 1 . 2  (2 1 2) Ex. 1 0  ( 227 )  
Siimisch System . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 . 1 ( 53 )  9 . 3  (5 3)  

Modern Benoni Defence . . . . . . . . .  1 . 5 ( 1 2) 9 . S  (54) 2 9 . 7  ( 1 5 9) 3 2 . 1 ( 1 7 7) 3 2 . 2  ( 1 7 8) 
Nirnzo-Indian Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 .4 ( 34) 3 1 . 1  ( 1 7 1 ) 

Capablanca System 4. 'YWc2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 3 ( 1 0) 3 8 .4 (2 04) 
Rubinstein System 4.e3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . 3  (23)  3 .4 (24) 

2 6 . 6  ( 1 4 1 )  3 7 . 6  ( 1 99)  40 .4 (2 1 1 ) Ex. 25  (2 3 0) 
Siimisch System 4.a3 . . 9 . 9  (56 )  28 .4  ( 1 45) 2 8 . 5  ( 1 45 )  3 7 . 5  ( 1 98 )  Ex. 1 4  ( 228) 

Nirnzo-Larsen Opening l .12.b3 . . . . . . . . . . .  3 . 6  (26) 2 8 . 2  ( 1 44) 2 8 . 3  ( 1 45)  34 .3  ( 1 8 9) 
Nirnzowitsch Defence l .e4 lLlc6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 9 . 1 4  ( 1 63 )  Ex. 2 3  (23 0) 
Old Indian Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ex. 34 (23 1 )  Ex . 37 (23 2) 
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Openings and types of positions 

Philidor Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 . 5  (25 )  
Pirc/Modern Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 . 6  (3 6) 1 3 . 1 3  (79)  2 8 . 1 2  ( 1 49) 
Queen's Gambit 

Chigorin Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 . 1  (6 1 )  
Queen's Gambit Accepted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 . 6  (52)  29 . 1 0  ( 1 6 1 )  
Orthodox . . . . . .  1 . 8 ( 1 4) 6 . 3  (4 1 )  8 . 2  (S O) 8 . 3  (5 1 )  8 . 5  (5 1 )  1 0 . 6  (60) 1 2 . 1  (67)  

1 4. 1 0  (88) 1 9 . 2  ( 1 1 6) 20 . 3  ( 1 20) 22 . 1 ( 1 25)  22 . 2  ( 1 2 7) 24. 1 ( 1 3 2) 24. 2 ( 1 33 )  
2 5 . 2  ( 1 3 5) 2 5 . 3  ( 1 3 6) 2 5 .4 ( 1 3 6) 2 5 . 5  ( 1 37 )  3 1 . 2 ( 1 7 1 ) 32 . 7  ( 1 8 0) 3 5 . 1 ( 1 89) 

42 . 1  (2 1 4) 42 . 3  (2 1 5 ) 42 .4 (2 1 6) 44. 2 (220) 44. 3  (22 1 )  Ex.  28 (2 3 0) 
Semi-Tarrasch Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ex. 1 7  (2 29)  
Slav . .  1 7 .3  ( 1 08) 1 7 .4 ( 1 09) 1 8 . 1  ( 1 1 1 ) 1 9 .3  ( 1 1 7) 29 . 1 5  ( 1 64) 35 . 6  ( 1 92) 40 .2  (2 1 0) 

Open 4 . . .  dxc4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 9 . 6  ( 1 5 8) 2 9 . 1 3  ( 1 63 )  3 2 . 1 0  ( 1 8 1 )  Ex. 3 8  (2 3 2) 
Meran/Antimeran . . .  2 7 . 1 ( 1 42) 2 7 . 2  ( 1 43) 2 7 . 3  ( 1 43) 40 . 3  (2 1 0) 44. 1 (220) 
Schlechter System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 . 1  ( 1 06)  1 7 . 2  ( 1 08 )  Ex. 8 (227)  

Queen's Indian Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 .4 (34) 1 0 .4  (5 9) 1 3 . 2  (7 1 )  1 5 . 3 (9 7 )  
1 5 . 6  ( 1 00)  1 6 . 2  ( 1 04) 3 1 . 1  ( 1 7 1 )  36 . 5  ( 1 95 )  3 9 .4  (20 7 )  42 . 2  (2 1 4) 

Queen's Pawn Game . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 . 1 ( 1 8 7) 
Colle-Zukertort System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 0 . 2  ( 58 )  2 9 . 8  ( 1 60)  
Trompowsky Attack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 2 . 1 3  ( 1 82)  

Reti-System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 7 ( 1 3 ) 9 . 1 1  ( 58 )  1 0 . 5  (60)  1 4. 1  (83 )  1 5 . 8  ( 1 00)  
1 6 . 3  ( 1 04) 1 7 . 5  ( 1 1 0) 1 8 . 5  ( 1 1 4) 1 8 . 6  ( 1 1 4) 24 .4 ( 1 34) 2 5 . 1 ( 1 3 5 )  
3 8 . 1 (202)  3 8 . 2  (202)  3 8 . 5  (2 04) 3 9 . 1 ( 205 )  40 . 1 (209)  Ex. 1 (2 2 6) 

Benoni with reversed colours . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 . 5  (20) 9 . 2  ( 53 )  3 2 . 3  ( 1 7 8) 3 2 . 4  ( 1 79 )  
Ruy Lopez . . . . . . . . . .  2 . 1 ( 1 6) 6 . 1 (40) 1 6 . 1  ( 1 03 )  29 . 1  ( I S S )  3 1 . 9 ( 1 7 5) Ex. 1 2  (2 28 )  

Exchange Variation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 . 7  (3 6) 1 4. 9  ( 88 )  
Closed main line (5 . . . �e7 etc.) . . . . . . . . 5 . 1  (3 1 )  1 9 . 1  ( 1 1 6) 30 . 2  ( 1 65 )  3 0 . 9  ( 1 69)  

3 2 . 8  ( 1 8 1 )  3 2 . 1 1  ( 1 8 2) 3 9 . 6  (208)  3 9 . 7  (2 08)  Ex. 5 (227)  Ex.  33 (2 3 1 )  
Ruy Lopez Four Knights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 . 2  (3 1 )  2 9 . 3  ( 1 5 6) 3 3 . 1 ( 1 8 3 )  4 1 . 1  (2 1 2) 
Scandinavian Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 2 . 1 4  ( 1 83 )  
Sicilian Defence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3 . 1  (7 1 )  2 6 . 5  ( 1 40) 3 7 . 8  (20 1 )  39 . 3  (2 0 7 )  44.4 (22 1 )  

2.c3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 . 5  (43 ) 1 4.4 (85 )  3 7 . 3  ( 1 9 7 )  
Dragon Variation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 1 .4 ( 1 2 3 )  3 1 . 3 ( 1 7 2) 
Classical/Richter-Rauser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 6 . 6  ( 1 95 )  3 9 . 2  (20 6) 
NajdorfVariation. 3 .8  (P) 1 1 . 5 (63) 3 1 . 5 ( 1 73) 3 1 . 7 ( 1 73)  3 3 . 6  ( 1 86) Ex. 1 1  (228) 
Scheveningen System . . . . . . . . . .  2 . 2  ( 1 8) 1 L� (62) 1 2 .4  (69) 1 4 . 2  (83) 3 3 .4 (1 85 )  
Sveshnikov Variation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 .4  ( 1 40) 

Volga-Benko Gambit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 .2 (4 1 )  7 .4 (47)  2 7 . 4  ( 1 43 )  

Hedgehog Structure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 �4 (54) 38 . 3  (203)  3 8 . 4  (2 04) 
Isolated Queen Pawn . . 5 . 1 0  (39)  6 .4 (42) 6 . 6  (44) 1 4. 1 8  (9 5) 20 . 3  ( 1 20) 24. 3 ( 1 3 3) 

29 . 2  ( 1 5 6) 3 1 . 2 ( 1 7 1 ) 3 1 . 6 ( 1 73)  3 5 .4 ( 1 9 1 )  3 5 . 5  ( 1 92) Ex. 1 7  (229) Ex. 3 1  (2 3 1 )  
Karlsbad Structure . . . . . . 1 . 3 ( 1 0) 6 . 3  (4 1 )  8 . 5  (5 1 )  1 2 . 1  (67)  24. 1 ( 1 3 2 )  2 5 . 2  ( 1 3 5 )  

2 5 . 3  ( 1 3 6) 2 5 .4 ( 1 3 6) 2 5 . 5  ( 1 3 7) 42 .3  (2 1 5) 42 .4 (2 1 6) Ex .  26  (230) Ex .  2 8  (23 0) 
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